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Historic Buena Vista School

By Dave Hughes

Historic Buem Vista School is no more. The
buildings remain and have been put to new uses, but
the Westside Elementary School which operated for
100 Veats at 1620 West Bijou Is gone. The children
who were attending last year now go to what was only
West Junior High School until School Board 11 made
a series of big changes, closed a number of Westside
schools, consolidated others, and turned West Junior
High building into both an Elementary - Pre-school
to sthgrade as well as a 6-3th grade Middle School

Buena Vista, the first school in the Pikes Peak
region whose mame reflected the region’s Spanish
heritage, has a small history worth remembering. Its
somewhat unusual school ground layout reflects
declsions made 110 Years ago when the School Board
paid %2000 for an entire city block The District first
mowved a school bullding from Vermijo and Cascade
onto the lot That was in 1900 As the Westside and
Colorado Clty population grew, in part from the
stimulating effects of the Cripple Creek gold rush on
gold mill and railroad jobs, the number of families
and children increased. More classrcom space was
needed.

Imstead of Just building one large
schoolhouse, the district looked to the
‘cottage system’ used In other cities.
They built 4 separate ohe room
classroom ‘cottages’ 25 feet by 33 feet
on their large lot as well as the central
school house. All were served by
central heating plant The main
building cost %$15000, and each
cottage cost $10,000.

The school was dedicated on
October 11th, 10711

Because the size of the block, the
playoround was wvery langre for an
elementary school its legacy can be
seen today as the school property has
become clity property and the ‘West
Agricultural Learning Center (WALC)
would like to wuse that as an
independently run ‘garden plots’
adjunct to the Westside Community
Centet. So that will be put to good use

for more than a large parking
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The One Room School Cottages of Buena Vista in carly 1goos.
From Harriet Seibel's 19575 book on School District 11.

lot for the Center.

As the population
continued to grow in the
eatly 1000's a second story
was bullt on top of'the main
School ‘cottage’ and
additions were made
between the cottages so they
all became connected. That
accounts for the rather
sprawling, multiple-building
look of the now Westside

Continued pace 3
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Old Colorado City Historical Society
1 3ouith 24 th Street, Colomdo 3prings, OO Bogo4-3310
htoxihistory, oldooloacom 636-r225
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FUBLISHED TEN TIMES A YEAR
The Old Colorado City Historical Sociely

ANONFROFIT CORPORATION
S2oro GCCHI

LETTEES, FHOTOGRAPHS, ARTIFACTS AND ITORIES CAM EE
LELIVERED T THE OCCHS CENTER OR MAILED T

WEST WORD Editor c/o OCCHS
I Sowth z4ih Sireet
Colorado Springs, OO Sogo4-3310
or Don Ellis - splde raprt@pe [syanet
SUBMISEION DEADLIMNE T3 THE r 5th OF EACH MONTH

MISSION

Bewieed April oo 4

The Oid Colorado Gy Historical Soclety was founded a5 3 violunieer
orgEnizaton b recognize e hisoncalsignifrance and unigue cultune
ot onginal N Colorado City and eany B! faso County This spirit =
perpetiEed though e preserafion orarit@ces andanilvyl matenals,
encouEmement of messamh, edumton of the chiidren and the
community: through fie membemhip and the operation of fie History
Cenerat 1 South 2400 Street, Colorado Springs, Colorsdo

MEMEBEFRSHIPS
Memberships are welcome at ary e Membership
renewals are due on the annbversary date of the Indilal
membershdp. Members secebve the Wiesf Word newsletier,
disconnis, local meetings and programs.

Antual nembershlp dassificatlons are:
Student Frg Lifetime $rgo
Idbddual  $zg Business % 5o

Family F30 Corporate  %zgo

Funds fmom a Lifedne membermhip ar placed intoc a
ferperuitywEndowment Fund o De wed only Ior popcts which have
beenappmoved by mv- thinds ofthe membershin Onlyvehe inrerese ol
D used Iorcument expenses. We welcome girks fo fils fund, witch wiil
De credited i e donor oras 4 memonal

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Fresldent Joarne Earlson ATE2 574
¥lce Fresldent Fhll McConald §32-08E T
Jecretaty Janlce deChadenades §QE-7IE3
Treamirer Johrile Jackson § 50-0050
At Crawiorm §7E-I1 &8
Beverley Disch A24-5023
Torn Hendrx 6237302
Faul Shepard A23-E0g0
Fhaton Jwint 208284
MEETIMGS

OCCHS Monthly Meetlng & Frogranm is held at 11 am. onihe
secondd Frday of each month, except durng June, July, and
August. The History Center opers at 1o a.m. onthe day of the
meetlng for refresbments and visltatlon. The program
beglts at 11 am. This noeeting s fiee and open to the public

WELCOME TO OCCHS!
~ NEW & RENEWING
MEMBERS

Chuck Adams

Allen County Public Library
Joe Barrera

M. Bukowski

Janice deChademdes
Fat Doyle

Shitley Ewing

D. H Farthing

Larry Glueckert

Molly Gustatson

Bob & Christine Heinich
Mary Hickox

Irma Hilfers

Jacqueline Hooker
& John Jackson

Faul Fahrs

David Kilman

Sharon Kmpp

Clen & Mary Martin
Mary Jane Nelson
Elinor Messerschmidt
Adell Siegel

John & Susan Spengler
Patty Strauch
Mar|otie Swearingen
Stormie Wells

.. 309 members now!

For the record:

When the History Center and
Bookstore opened In May 1097,
Thelma Williams was the buyer for
giftables, mostly Indian terns. Jan
Knox purchased the books and did
the accounting. After a while, Betsy
assumed her role as bookstore
mamager. Bob  Heinich was
president of OCCHS. Paul Idleman
was the newsletter editor and
History Center director.
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Community Center that dates back to the
school-cottage period ofthe eatly 1000's.

On the side ficing Bijou Street the main
once-school bullding still proudly displays in
deeplyetched letters “BUENA VISTASCHOOL
" That sipm Is destined to be there indefinitely
to remind people of the long lived Wesiside
Flementary School.

We can get an idea what that school meant
to the surrounding community it served by
the storles told by those Wesisiders who
attended it through the years. After the School
Board announced its closing in 2o00q, the
school had a gathering in April, so that an 84
year old woman - Ann Tilion Newport - who
attended that school in 1929 and through the
Great Depression could reminisce with the
children and staff

According to Kenyon Jordan, Fublisher of
the Wesiside Ploneer, who Interviewed and
photographed her with some of the students,
over 50 children and staffattended. Here are a
few of her quotes he reported in the Pioneer
“WWe didn't think we were poor,” she recalled.
“Everyone was Just like us. We didn't knowa
better lif. We made our own fun, which Is a
wonderfil thing to do.”

She recalled vsing ink wells; the gym in the
basement; games with clothespins, paper
dolls and balls (a tetherball was called a “buff
bag"); separate playgrounds for boys and gitls;
and being seated in rows ranging from high
achievers down to the “awkward squad.”

She wrote In a letter to the Principal asking
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to visit “one more time before it is closed”
about a field trips they took “My father used
to invite the second grade class each year to
come visit his poultry firm and hatchery,
which was at the end of North 16th Street but
Is now covered with houses™

She attended that school when the second
story was added to the one floor levelof 1011
The students had to attend school in the West
Junior High Bullding temporatily.

Mrs Newport went on to become a teacher
and principal in other schools.
She provided the Floneer the accompanying
pticeless photopraph taken in the 1929-30
school year. She Is the second girl from the
left She was dressed for a special occasion
that day as a tulip.

A VWestsider I got to know well - Leroy
Elinwood - dwring the 1076 Centennial-
Bicentennial celebrations - was a Principal at

Ann Tilton Newport and 5 of today's
students — Wesiside Pioneer photo

Buena Vista School In the
10405, Later - In the 19508
he became Principal at
Palmer High School He was
a mtive of Colorado Springs,
and his mother was the
Librarian of the ©Old
Colorado City Carnegie
Library. Her picture still
hangs In that Westside
library.

In 1076 he gave me a 106
page hardcover book he
wrote and published in 1955

1930 S¢cond Graders with ‘Tulip Girl Ann Tilton' second
from left - Photo from Ann Newport's collection

for young Elementary and
Middle School students & -
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12. It I5 named “The Young Fifty-Niners.”
Entertaining fictional story — but historically
accurate - from the viewpoint of youngsters
coming by covered wagon to Colorado City
during the 1350 Gold Rush I am sure It was
part of Buema Vista's education on Colorado
History, even about the ongins of the place
they lived in.

Our Soclety could well look into reprinting
that long out of printand rare book for today's
Westside youngsters.

There are other noteworthy things about
Buena Vista Principal Ellinwood that reflects
Just how much he cared for the education of
his young charges including the history of
where they grew up.

In 1976 when I was the Chairman of the
Pikes Peak or Bust by '76 Centennial-
Bicentennial El Paso County wide
Celebratiors, he and Luther McKnight - came
to ask me if' T could somehow ‘do something’
for “Old Town® during the celebratiors. 1
armswered yes, but that even though I grew up
on Wood Avenue in Colorado Springs, 1 knew
very little about the history of the “Wesiside.
They would have to help me pet started.

They both really did, and were the main
Inspiration for my delving deeply into the
unique history of the orginal ‘Colorado City
which was referred later as “Old Town” and of
the peneral Wesiside, spending the last 35
years immersed in it In fact, while Luther
McEnight was the main benefactor for our
Old Colorado City History Center, Leroy
Elinwood even gave me a priceless pant of
history, one of the only four known otlginal
copies of the Novernber 28th, 1361 Colorado
City Journal, which was given to him by his
father-in-law fromn Canon City In the 1920,
And which resides In the archives of our
History Center, while reprints of this
pedodically are displayed In our main room
Its a treasure trove of the earliest Colorado
City history.

Buena Vista Elementary School 5 now
history. The legacy of [is name continues,
however, with the Montessori School that
occupled half of the Buena WVista Building
until it was closed, moving into to wiat was
Washingion Elementary on Pikes Peak
Avenue, while the other Buena Vista students
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closed in 2009 — Hughes photo

moved into the West Junior bulilding, So that
Fikes Peak avenue school is now called Buena
Vista Montessori school And the mme of
“Washington School’ Is no more.

If the private efforts to save the Westside
Community Center succeed Wesiside
youngsters and oldsters who attended school
there may be able to visit it again via the
Centers youth and elders programs. And the
large playpround may become a large
Westside Cltizen's Ganden. A very Westside
outcome.

If the effort to save the Center fails, I am
aftaid that School building and grounds will
be sold by the City to a developer, and the
historic school will be torn down.

But we can hope that the spirit of old
Buena Vista school lives on, even ifthe school
Is pone. And the laughter of children will not
be lost on our Westside.

Eleclion coming up!

Ar our May meeting, the Old Colotado
City Historical Soclety will elect 5§ members
for 2 year terms on our Board of Directors.
The nominating committee s now
preparing jis slate of Board candidates.

If you think you might be interested in
setving on our Board, please contact efther
Paul Shepard at 633-83000 or Kay Aiteberry

at 599-3187.
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‘the History Center's February 12th morning pn = 'rgﬂl, 76 e enjoyed
MecFarland’s illustrated presentation of "Dining Qﬁ'i 1e Lﬂdl&% 08 =
direct 115 gave us a gaeshidea of what it was like to travel from ?:u_ es Pea

to Glani* }'ttﬂcﬂ ; : = dinifg ub car, or perhaps hopping off at one
ofthe “aatuiﬁ hotises" alonathe way, S¢ i *of the table service and othiér Midland
items are current) b isplayir our ra.uSL uimn. You can find c0p1 ofdme of Mel's
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Announcing

"The Midland Days” Railroad Symposium

Saturday, March 13, 2010
at the John Wesley Ranch in Divide fiom g:30 am. to 330 p.m.

The Colorado Midland and Midiand Terminal raifroads are gone forever, but their
impact on the focal culture, the mining transportation and agricultural efements of
all the Ute FPass/Pikes FPeak communities cannot be denied The legacy they lefl
befiind fives on to preserve their inunontality 1fhis symposium wilf incfude
comersations and comprehensive presentations charting the history of both
raifroads, as welf as thieir fasting influence on the area. OCCHS presenters for the day
are noted focal author and historian, Mef Mclarfand, and historian, Art Crandord
The event will be moderated by Telfer Histotic and Environment Coalition Coalition
Chairmman, Dave Martinelo

1his event is a fund-taiser in suppaort of the Midland Depot at Divide Preservation
project and is sponsored by the Tefler Historic and Environment Coalition (THE)
and its partners, the Divide Chamber of Cammierce, the Kampart Library Systent and
the Ute FPass Histarical Society; to assist with expenses sutrounding the stabilization
of the Divide Depot foundation and other refated efiorts.

Advanced reserviations are $7 5 each, including lunch.
Advanced reservation RS.V.P.s may be submitted prior fo March 1, zoio
by calling (-19) 687-1516 or emailing MidlandDays@yahoo.com.
Late registrations of $80 each will be on a space available basis.
Please mention that you are a member of OCCHS.
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Come see our newest display -

The Order of the
Knights of Pythias

by Barbara Barbaro

Duting the era of Colorado City{1850-1917)
numerous fratemal and secret orpanizations
existed for men, including the Flks, Masons,
and the Odd Fellows One of those
organizations, the EKnights of Pythias,
appatrently held a strong influence in Colorado
City. As evidenced Iin the local City
Directories, the Knights of Pythias met weekly
in Colorado Clty, first In private residences,
and then in their own Knights of Pythias Hall,
as far back as 1394, They continued on
through 1917, when the town was formally
annexed to Colorado Springs. A look through
old Colorado Springs Gazette newspapers
shows that in addition to thelr regularly-
scheduled meetings, the organization held
numerous social events throughout each year
for families and fiiends.

The EKnights of Pythias was a fraternity
founded in Washington DC in 1364. The
Order of the Knights of Pythias was the first
American Order chattered by an act of
Congress. Its primary objctve was to
promote friendship, loyalty, and good will
amonyg people. The Order was based on the
story of two historical Greek characters,
Damon and Pythias, two close friends who
remained loyal to each other, even in the
midst of peril and death Because Damon
opposed the King of Syracuse, he was
condemned to death.  Pyihias stepped
forward to be a hostage for Damon as he was
permmitted to say poodbye to his wife and child.
Fach was willing to die to save the other.
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The Pythian Principles were:

+ The Fraternal Order of the Knights of
Pythias  promotes cooperation and
friendship between people of good will
Pythians know one way to happiness is
through service to mankind.

+ Pythians believe that friendship is an
essential ingredient [n life.

+ Pythians make benevolence, kindness,
generosity and tolerance a reality in thelr
lives.

+ Pythians place home ties at the top of
their priority list

+ Pythians are interested in public affairs
on the local, state or province, national
and intemational levels.

+ Pythians are eager to enhance the
communities in which they live,

+ Pythians respect and honor the law of the
land in which they live.

+ Pythians seek to expand their clircle of
influence by assoclation with people of
like interests and energy.

L ]

Our display contains several pieces ofthe
regalia that members used and wore during
thejr meetings and ceremonies, including a
helmet, a crown, a sepulture, and a shield.
One of the most fascinating objects in the
collection s a “black box", used by
members to secretly vote r or against the
acceptance of a prospective member into
the otrganization The design and
configuration ofthe box allowed members
to place a pale-colored marble (a vote for
the person) or a black marble @ vote
agalnst the person) into the box through the
back, thereby ersuring that his vote would
not be known to others.

The logo ofthe Knights of Fythias was a
triangle containing three letters: F for
Friendship, C for Charity, and B for
Benevolence.

The next time youre shopping on
Colorado Avenue or in town visiting fumnily
or friends, stop bythe History Center to take
a look at the display. You can't help but be
caught up for the moment as you relive yet
another excliting aspect of life in Colorado
City as It was, way back when
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From the President’s Desk~

As of February 15th, your Soclety now
has 300 members! Your membership
dues are the core ofour financial budget
along with the Endowment Fund and
Investme nits. We appreciate contacts with
yvou byemail as well as letters and phone
calls. The many volunteers, their
enthusiasm and professionalism atre the
“core” of keeping the History Center
doots open to the public and presenting
our programs, exhibits, research, and
preserving our history.

We currently need additional
volunteers inthe areas of fundraising and
events, research, data processing/filing,
oral history Interviews, some spring
cleaning, and yard malintenance. Even a
few hours or days will be helpful! Please
call or emall the Bookstore.

The Research Library coordinator is
Kathy McPBride. She reports that
donations the last few months include
Ealph Conner’s extensive file collection
of facts from eatrly area newspapets
which Is being used by several members
in their research. The book, “Historical
Atlas ofColorado”, Is a recent addition. If
you wish to do research elther in the
library or archiwves, please make an
appointment so someone can be
sched uled to meet with you.

Dave Hughes has writte n another lead
article for this newsletter. And he has
another article “ready to go™ We thank
you, Dawve! If research and writing are
some of your interests, please contact the
newsletter editor, Don Ellis, before
submitting an article. Contributions are
welcome!

Spring will soon be here with
increased activity at the History Center.
Bring your frlends to our programs,
browse the Bookstore, and meet other
members. We look forward to visiting
with you!

Best regards,

- 5
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A PICTORE SAYS 1000 WORDS

OCCHS needs youwr help. “We are
prepating to publish a calendar that will be
sold in our bookstore later this year The
calendar will feature history, fun faicts and
photos ofthe old Westside.

We are looking for old photos dating
from 1860's to 1917 ilustrating life In
Colorado Clty and early El Paso County -
the buildings, people and events.

Does your family have old photos
belonging to your family that you might
want comsidered for use in our calendar?
We will be making copies and can return
otiginals if you wish.

Flease contact Suzanne Schorsch
at 636-1225 or on her cell, 331-1736.

TREASURER’S REPORT
BOARD MEETING
FEBRUARY 135, 2010

The Society received $997.05 from USAA
Insurance Company to repait the burned
fence, Charlie Patterson Construction has
repaired the fnce. Chatlie has also put in
the new front door. Our income exceeded
our expenses by $2,351.00 in January. Our
heating costs were $553.82 In January
compared to $671.00 In December. We also
received $3000 transfer ffom the Bookstore
instead ofthe $2500 budgeted for 2009. The
following is a brief recap of our financial
position

We have also received as of Monday;
February 15, 2010, $3,480, as reported by
Dawve Hughes, for our project to save the

Westside Community Center.

Memoral Hospital Revenue Bond 351,24 588
Cal. Repents Revenue Bond $25.40%04
Fixed Endowment Savings 51443350
Earned Income Savinps Account %10,922.35
Shirley Bond Digital Account 32500
Total Liquid Aszots S122731.83

Submitted by Johnie E Jackson, Treasurer
Old Colorado Clty Historical Soclety
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MARCH 2010 OCCHS CALENDAR

“new programs “new fopics “bring your friends “come early for coffee”

Friday, March 12 Program: “Bicycles of Yesteryear”, presented by
11 AM. John Crandall , owner of Old Town Bikes, and
several of his friends.

Don't miss the museum’s antique bicycle exhibit.

Thursday, March 18 Workshop: “How to Get the Most out of the
7 P.M. OCCHS Website”, led by Dave Hughes.
For members as well as the general public.
Reservations not required.

Museum Hours: Tues. thru Sat, rr — 4 Free Admission.




