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OCCHS Book is Now International!

By Suzanne Schorsch

March 1oth was an important day for
Old Colorado City's newly published book,
My Hist Trp to Colorado by Jennie Lee
Caduff The book went intermatiomal!! The
book writtenn by OCCHS’ member Merrilyn
Caduffs mother was picked to use as the
text book for an accredited group of
International au palts

Anau palr is a domestic assistant from a
foreipn country working for, and living as
part ofa host family, usually as a babysitter
or nanny. Sharron Toulouse, a Culture
Specialist from Cross Cultural Connection
chose the OCCHS book to use as a textbook
to learn local historyand journal writing for
over 50 au pairs training in Denver and
Colorado Springs. These ladies must complete
a number of accredited classes while working
in the United States. Fach young lady (ages 18
to 23) purchased the book from our bookstore
and read It completing a study guide
prepared for them Then to finish off thelr
class they came to the History Center to learn

mote local history and meet with Ms. Caduf
to ask questions reparding “what happened
next” to her family and how it was growing up
in Colorado City. Joanne Karlson helped with
the event by giving a lecture on our local
history.

'The gitls came from Germany, South Korea,

Czech Republic, South Africa, Sweden,
Anstralia, Finland, Spain, Poland,
Morway, China, Mexico, Austria, Japan,
New Zealand and Macedonia. They
enjoyed our museum and
refreshiments and after the lecture,
they were given time to explore
Colorado Clity  'They presented Ms.
Caduff with flowers and a domation to
OCCHS. What a fun way to fulfill our
Mission Statermnent of education, we
are now known all over the world.
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FUBLISHED TEW TIMES A YEAR
The Old Colorado City Historical Sociely

ANONFROFIT CORPORATION
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LETTEES, FHOTOGRAPHS, ARTIFACTS AND ITORIES CAM EE
LELIVERED T THE OCCHS CENTER OR MAILED T

WEST WORD Editor c/o OCCHS
I Sowth z4ih Sireet
Colorado Springs, OO Sogo4-3310

or Don Ells - splde reort@pclsyanet
SUERIZSION DEADLIME 13 THE 1 5th OF EACH MONTH

MISSION

Bewieed April oo 4

The Oid Colorado Gy Historical Soclety was founded a5 3 violunieer
orgEnizaton b recognize e hisoncalsignifrance and unigue cultune
ot onginal N Colorado City and eany B! faso County This spirit =
perpetiEed though e preserafion orarit@ces andanilvyl matenals,
encouEmement of messamh, edumton of the chiidren and the
community: through fie membemhip and the operation of fie History
Cenerat 1 South 2400 Street, Colorado Springs, Colorsdo

MEMEBEFRSHIPS
Memberships are welcome at ary e Membership
renewals are due on the annbversary date of the Indilal
membershdp. Members secebve the Wiesf Word newsletier,
disconnis, local meetings and programs.

Antual nembershlp dassificatlons are:

Student Frg Lifetime $rgo
Idbddual  $zg Business % 5o
Family F30 Corporate  %zgo

Funds fmom a Lifedne membermhip ar placed intoc a
ferperuitywEndowment Fund o De wed only Ior popcts which have
beenappmoved by mv- thinds ofthe membershin Onlyvehe inrerese ol
D used Iorcument expenses. We welcome girks fo fils fund, witch wiil
De credited i e donor oras 4 memonal

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Fresldent Fhaton Jwint 308284
¥lce Fresldent Janlce deChadenades  §o8-71 83
Jecretaty Jo Cervone 256-gog b
Treasaretr Juzanne Jchorsch 4880286
Brlan Copeland 954-551-3677
Bewverley Disch G34-5023
Torn Henddx 633-7302
Drave Wunay 4880254
MEETIMGS

OCCHS Monthly Meetlng & Frogranm is held at 11 am. onihe
secondd Frday of each month, except durng June, July, and
August. The History Center opers at 1o a.m. onthe day of the
meetlng for refresbments and visltatlon. The program
beglts at 11 am. This noeeting s fiee and open to the public

WELCOME TO OCCHS!
~ NEW & RENEWING
MEMBERS

Shirley Deal Ewing

Mary Hickox

Paul and Donna Kahw
Janet Rose Lyons

Frances Moldenhauer
Mary Jean and Frad Nelson
Geraldine Pegler

Donald and Betty Peterson
Verda Spitz

TJudith A Willey
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A Casual Conversation with Bev Disch,
longlime OCCHS volunieer and past president
By Barbara Barbaro

It wms quite a treat interviewing Bev. Not only
is this soft 5 poken woman well known within the
community, but learning of her background in
the world of teaching and volunteering, her
passion for women's issues, and her ability to
“rige to the occasion” tells volumes of what she's
all about. 5he was so focused on talking about
the importance of the 0ld Colorado City
Historical Society that it took a while before 1
could get her to talk about herself Here's what
she had to say.

Tell me how you initially became involwved
with the Society.

I retired in early rgg1, but while I was still
workdng I began velunteering at the History
Center. One of myv good fiHends, Ludlle
Cunningham, was president of the Historical
Soclety at that time T've always done
volunteer work and have alwayvs felt that
people whe have been given a lot, must do for
others, and not fust by giving money, but with
thefr time, too.

What were some of the key issues back then?
“Wag it getting the Society “accredited” vou might
say, with the local community and the museum
wold, preserving its assets, or something else?

The kev focus early on was to increase
membership and become more knnown in the
comminyty. We held events to bring in the
people and members We joined the
Colorade City Merchant's Association so that
we could interface with the merchants on the
Avenie, We also joined the Historic
Museums Coealition of the FPikes Peak Region.

At first we didn't even meet here (at the
History Center) OQur general meetings were
held at the Trhindty Church in thelr gyvm.
Lucille (Cunningham) reallv started the
Society. Jann Knox, a long time volunteer;
would hold garage sales to raise money for the
purchase of basics such as bookcases and
firrniture, to set up in the History Center once
the renovation (of the church) was completed.
One of my responsibilities back then was to
seek out volunteers for the bookstore. T also
held the position of treasurer for about a vear,
ifvou can believe it.

A time went on, yvou became president of the
Society, a position vou held for over seven yeals.
Did vou have any particular as pirations or goals
to move the Society into a particular direction, or
did it just evolve to what it is now?

It evolved. One key element of running a
voliumteer organizati on is learning to deal with
alf the different personalities of ouwr
volunteers This organization survives
through its dedicated volunteers. Back thein i
was the people working in the basement, and
people like Betty Baker and Gordon Gray
Evervone on the Board was expected to work
In some capacity to continue the Soclety
They had to be able to cooperate with other
musewnns and business people in the area
and with some who were not even Colorade
City affiliated. As president, vou have te be a
condlator, a medfator between different
forces.

What were some of yvour key/favorite projects
that vou headed or oversaw?

Continued on page 4
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The annual Victorian Teas. Sometimes we
had men and women dress in Victorian
costumes for the Teas It was so apropos and
such a part of the historv of Old Colorado City:
Eloise Wyrmn worked so hard managing the
ladies who served the tea and food

T'm sure yvou realize yvou're a stalwart of the
Society, a solid figure inside ite walls = a person
everyone goes 1o for help, direction, vour
opinion. What keepe vou coming back to the
History Center and devoting so much of vour
time and efort?

The murseun Is my passion. I've been here
so long in so many different positions We
need to keep alive the history of our side of
towry the west side, keep doing the things that
I did. I'm like a resource, a resident "go-to”
person

Moving on to vour more personal side - how
long have vou lived in Colorado Springs?

I was born in Wisconsin and went to the
University of Wisconsin, Madison. T met my
husband there. We married, and then my
husband, whe was in the military, was sent to
Ft Carsonn. We bought our first home in
Colorade Springs in the rg950s. We had four
chifdren - three girfs and one boy.

Tell me about yourself, what did vou do for a
living?

My husband passed away when he was
ondy go. My Iast child was fust two months old
at the time. Just a few months after my
husband died I went back to school to get
certifled to teach I taught social studies in
Widefield School District 3 for 28 vears, third
graders for zo vears and fifth graders for eight
Lifé wasn't easy but I rose to the occasion

I there anvyone in particular throughout vour
lifetime who has left a large impression on you?
Author, peer, someone from history maybe?

My mother and my aunt.  They were
forward in their thinking and they wanted me
to go to colfege, which was rare inn the 19405
They insisted that I go on to school As
teachers they were Inspirations themselves
They ftaught in small rural schoofs. My
grandmother was also a very strong Worn:at
She passed on her trafts to her girls, who then
passed them down to their girfs. I've passed
them down to mine,
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In swmnming up yvour life and all yvou've done
and been, if you had lived back in the eady days
of Colorado City, say, 1885, what would you have
been doing?

I'd be working on women's fssues. You
knew, Celoerade was the first state to give
wonwn the vote. [ was active in the Eqgual
Rights Amendment in the 1gros and worked
hard te get {t infto Colorado’s state
constitution [ve belonged fto the AAUW
(American Asseciation of Liniversity Women)
for so vears. I joined right after college. Tve
been there so long that I don't eveny have to
pay dues any more (chudckling I was
appointed by Governor Lamb as the Ef Paso
County representative on the Commission on
Women and interfaced directly with him. 1
was also on the Women's Resource Board and
president of the Women's Politi cal Caucus.

There's no doubt that Bev has played an integral
part in shaping the Society and bringing it to
where we are today. We all owe her a ton of
gratimmde for her neverending devotion and
passion. Perwmonally, my next deep discussion
with her will be more on those women's issues.
Ripght on, lady

April speaker has strong
academic connections

Steven Wade Veatch Is a peoscientist and an
adjunct professor of Earth Sclence at Emporia
State University in Kansas where he received an
MS In Earth sclence. Veaich s well known to
Colorado peologists and nature enthusiast for his
articles, papers, worlshops, and classes on Earth
science. Veaich, an award-winning writer on
science, nature, and history, is the author of over
100 articles. He has contributed chapiers to 3
books:

Flald Tips fn the Souithorn Rocky Mounizins

L84 FleldGuldag

Tha Pafconitobpy of the Upper focene

Flosfksant Formation, Coforado,

The Worlds Greatfest Gold Camp An

Infrodiucition fo the Hktory of the Crippie

Creak & Victor Aning Dleinict,

Veaich teaches community classes on Earth
science based In the Pikes Peak region and
teaches praduate peoscience courses for the
Colorado School of Mines in the Special Programs
and Continuing Education (SPACE) department
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HANDE, 1OT NTAIN GRILL™

" HAPPY HOUR AT
JAKE’S SALOON
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President’s Letter

Dear Members:

JACOB SCHMID T-what can I say-it was GREAT! If you missed it, you missed a lot of
fun We were able to raise over $2000 during happy hour including the silentauction
items sold. Colorado Mountain Brewery did an outstanding job of providing beer,
root beer and lots of goodies. (Don't forget they open on the West side 1 June) Phil
McDonald, Kathy McBride, and Sandy Hanzlian were outstanding at presenting
Colorado City history. Ewveryone certainly got to know these famous old time
residents and their stories. My biggest thank you goes to Barbara Barbaro and her
committee. They were organized, colorful and worked their heads off

BAKERS NEEDED: If you love to bake, we have an opportunity for you. Cookies for
summer events are always needed as well as pies for our Ice Cream/Pie Social. Please
bake anytime and freeze the items. Bev Disch may be calling YOU!

TOURS are a benefit of membership. We will meet at OCCHC and carpool or caravan
together; take a tour {(discounted price) and eat lunch together. If the tours are
popular, we consider using a bus in the future. OCCHS member, Gerry Murphy of
Call Murphy Tours is our membership development volunteer and is setting up these
tours. Call OCCHS to get your name on the list for the April event. The first tour is
Miramont Castle with lunch somewhere in Manitou Springs.

HISTORY DAY at Colorado College was an amazing event Thanks go to Kathy
McBride and Phil McDonald for representing OCCHS. We gave out 4- $25 awards at
the Middle School and History School level The awards were underwritten by
Wemer and Joanne Kardson but given in our name. Thank you, thank youl

EESERVATIONS: Remember to call and sign up for Mel McFardand’s May
presentation. There are two times-11 a.m. and 2 p.m. We have to limit the number
of people in the building a one time.

QUICK NOTES: April 1, we will be back to regular hours at OCCHC. June will kick off
updated membership categories at new prices with new benefits. Watch the West
Word for more information. Renew nowl

NEEDS: Anice cream/pie social chairman for the July 17 event; a Collections Manager
with good computer skills and attention to detail; a Cemetery Crawl director-most of
the work is done, we just need someone to coordinate all the activities; Tour guides
for the Cemetery Crawl; a computer person to work on the web site.

HAFPPY SPRING! Sharon

Sharon Swint, President
OCCHS Board of Directors
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Hello from Gerry Murphy,
Membership Development
Committee chair. Look for
many new activities for
members this year!

First, please join us on our
first Members-Only Field
Trip. In April we stay
nearby-Miramont Castle in
Manitou Springs Saturday,
April 21. Meet at the History
Center at 1o am. to carpool
or caravan. Cost is $ro.oo for
adults, $5.00 for kids 8-r1;.
Call the bookstore to reserve
your spot Watch West Word
for future tours.

We also seek enthusiastic
volunteers for Founders Day
in August Join the fun and
meet other members! For
more information, call me at

719-304-1049

oremail
CallMurphy@omail com.

WesT Worn

The Old Colorado City
Historical Society's Board of
Directors meets regularly on
the third Thursday of the

month.

Meetings are at 1:00 P.M. at
the History Center, unless
otherwise announced.
Interested visitors are always
welcome at the Board
meetings.
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Treasurer’'s Report

Suzanne Schorsch

Checking Account % 901676
Endowment Account T0%,345.35
Savinps and

Desipnated Funds Account 16,55 4,47
Bookstore/Event Account 4,86 860
Total allaccounts 313378502

This past month an inventory was
taken ofall furniture and fixtures held by
OCCHS and we are in the process of
getting an amount it will cost to insure
these [tems in case of loss. OCCHS
already has insurance on our bullding,
bookstore and computer assets and s
working on obtaining insurance for all
furniture and fixtures. Next on the
agenda will be obtaining Insurance for
the Societies archives. Working with our
Insurance agent we have been told they
will not insure historic items unless they
have an official appraisal (which for us
would be costly), but they can insure us
for the cost of re-printing photographs
and maps to a museum quality that are
digitalized in case of loss, so, we will be
working on getting the Best of the Best
photographs and maps in our museum
digitized.

We are also working on an Accounting
Procedure Manual, which s a
requirement If you hawve an audit
performed by an outside Accounting
Firm. It is our goal to have an ouiside
audit performed within the next year.

Please call Sharon Swint at

630-8384 if you are
Interested. Thanks!
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April Calendar
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17:00 AM. will present a program that captures the fabulous geologic

features ofthe Pikes Peak region Learn about dinosaurs that
once lived in Colorado, why the Cripple Creek Mining
District, on the western flank of Pikes Peak, produced halfof
all the gold mined in Colorado, and where gemstones can
be found in Pikes Peak back county. Be prepared for lively
discussions and lots of fun as we explore the rocks, gems,
minerals, and fossils ofthe Pikes Peak region
OCCHS Members FREE. Non-members $2.00.

."iah_ll'(la“l.-'. Jﬁp 1-”_ a1 TOLII'. Mllﬂmﬂ_ﬂtj_ﬂﬁﬂﬂ-_ ].[l M&[ﬂtﬂu Spﬂ[lgs Meet at ﬂ]e
To:00 AM. History Center at 10:00 to carpool or caravan to Miramont
Castle.

Old Colorado City Historical Society members only.
Cost %310, §5 for kids 3 -17 at the door.
Call the History Center at 636-122§5 1O reserve your spot.

Old Colorado Cily Hislory Cenler
1 8 z24th Street Colorado Springs, CO 8agoy ~ (719) 636- 1225 - Attp//www.occhs.org

Museum Hours: Tues. thru Sat 11 = 4 Free Admission.  Donations greatly appredated.




