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Peoples Bible College - Part 2

by Suzanne Schorsch

People’s Bible Collepe has been part of the
Westside Community starting in the 197086,
Many of the students that attended School at the
People’s Bible Collepe have memories of both
their school and stories that were told about the
community where they lived.

One student remembers living at jozr W,
Pikes Peak where from her home she could see
the “Hangman's Tree”. The tree had been used
for men who had committed murder in the
ploneer davs. Where her house sat had been a
house of prostitution and she “heard”
that the preacher from the church near
Pancroft Park bwnt it down and by
orders, the preacher had to let the
women moyve into the church until their
home was rebuilt. One later owner of the
house where the Hangman's Tree was
located had to take down a branch when
it came too close to the house. Marks
from the ropes still were seen on the
branch.

Alko students remember the story
that on the 5W comer of Colorado and
27th, where there was once an ASW Root

Beer Stand, was an empty lot where a gunfight
duel took place. The shooter was carted off and
hung on the Hangman's Tree. He was hung in
vain for murder, ag the man he shot lived.

The old jail house built in 1900 at 2626 West
Cucharras was bought in 1940%. Tt had thick
walls and was like stepping into a cave. It was
usad for living quarters. Tt had a tunnel attached
to it that had been filled. Students remember
stories of the tunnels of Coloradoe City The
Plearant View Apartments had a tunnel entrance.

Continued on Pace 3

Winter Hours

Beginning November First

The History Center will be open
Tuesday through Saturday 11:00 AM. - 2:00 EM.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Co-President / ¥P  Betty Baker b30-1225
Co-President / VP Fathy McBride b36-1225
Secretary Roberta Hardy 636-1225
Treaswrer Suranne Schorsch 137-17586
Bev Disch 636-1225
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Ewrmne welcome.

WELCOME ~ NEW &
RENEWING MEMBERS

Pat Bogarnt

Muriel F. Dunkley
Diana Francese

Eoyce and Shitley Gdpson
Erista Ann Jautz

Helen K. Leonard

Nancy Nowotny
Margaret Rosielle
Joanne Ruth

Dean and Marilyn Travis
Judy Vaughn

Steve and Gloria Wierserm

Margaret Williarns

Presidents’ Letter

We hope that all of you braved a
daik evening in Fairview Cemetery
for Old Colomado City Historical
Society’s production of Haunted
Histories. Under Susie Schormsch’s
direction, the event was a
phenormenal success! Thanks o
all of the actors and to our
volunteers who helped behind the
SOeLIes.

Benny Nasser's exciting first
pewson portraval of a Civil War
soldier on October 10 drew a large
crowd from the community. Ttwas
another well-attended Samurday
prograli.

Don't forget Ken Valles and his
presentation of World War OO
stories on November 14. We'll look
forward o seeing you there.

Betty and Kathy
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By 1917 with the annexation of Colormdo City
into Colorado Springs and the eadier vote to go
“dry” (no alcohol), the saloons and brothels were
shut down and many tunnels were filled in.

Students also remember the lake near 2801 W,
Colorado Awvenue. This was where the
Stockbridge’s built their brick home (now the
Amarillo Hotel). Mr. Stockbridge and Mr. Elwell
ran a Colorado City brewery. Tt had a railroad
spur to ship boxcars of beer. In the 19308 Lester
Clark used the spur to patk tank cars of paroline
which led to the development of Clark’s Service
Station.

5till renting many places in town, the People’s
Bible Collepe pwrchased a two block area to
build a sechool campus and Grace Tabemacle
Church. The abandoned land was full with
weeds and trash. The People’s Bible College was
still using the old City Hotel, but the fire
department warned that it was a fire trap. 5o, it
wae torn down. Soon the old area was a beautiful
and well maintained campus with its own church.

Students that attended the People’s Bible
Collepe were expected to wotk on campus; they
cleaned dishes, served meals, washed laundry,
cooked, shopped and did jnitoral duties. Some
jobs were part of daily life. Others were pbs that
helped offset the cost of tuition such as taking
care of animalg, farming on campus and helping
with building the campus. Some cleaned houses
in town and worked in business such as Mrs.

Iynn's Home Bakery z7o07¢ W. Colorado Avenue
for owner Rex Rotz.
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Some boys from the congrepation made the
concrete blocks for building, City building
officiale would come and pedodically inspect
the blocks. The blocks were used to build Grace
Tabernacle in the spring of 1948 One student
remembers that her fiture husband worked
making cement blocks. They would later be the
first couple marded in the church. Pastor
Underwood was pastor at that time.

Kenneth Underwood married R . Finch's
daughter (founder of the People’s Bible College)
and wok over pastoring for the People’s Bible
College when Finch's health was fhiling, Tt was
under Underwood that much of the building on
campus was done.

The gitl's dorm started in 1948 and was called
Butler Hall. The grade school building was built
in 1952; and the Headquarters building was
added in 1961. The People’s Bible Collepe had
its own print shop with a Heidelberg Printer for
making pamphlets, and quarteries.

The People’s PBible Collepe went fom
elementary echool through college. The College
raised much of i food and grew corn in the lot
on zythand Cucharrag. The College raised cows,
pige and chickens. Many of the students
remember the wonderful home cooked meals
on campus, especially the ice cream.

The school taught honesty, inteprity,
responsibility, punctuality and moral values.
Clagges alkko included Chemistry, Biology,
Litemmture, Manapement, English, Piano, Greek,
Typing, and Astronomy, along with Sewing and
Parsonal Evangelism. Music, band and choir
were a big pant of campus.

School started at 6 am with

devotions at 6:jo0. Breakfast waes at 7,
classes bepan at § with Chapel at g.
Boye sat on the west side and girls
gat on the sast More clarses were
held “till lunch at noon, and then
classes weare held fiom 1 to 30,
Students remember that it was hard
to make itto firstclass as they had to
do the dishes and clean pror to
going When the school was renting
on Colorado Avenue, they had to
run up the 5z steps to the third floor
for class. Conversation was sparse
and no eye contact was made with
the opposite sex as it would be
called Hirti ng,

In the evenings students were not
allowed to walk to service until 1o
minutes prior to the service. They
had to walk two by two with their
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roommates. In the service Gids sat on one side,
boyws on the other. Family members that lived
near the school gat in a different area with other
members of the conpregation.

If vour family lived nearby and you lived in
the domme, visiation was limited. When a young
man wanted to date, an appointment was made
with an adult present for the man to ask the girl
pemission.  They were allowead a date once
avery three weeks. Ifthey decided to manry, they
could have a date once a week the last month
prior to marriage. Dates were held at adults
homes and were a time fr conversation. One
member remembers petting in trouble for
holding hands with her future husband when he
walked her to her bridal shower three weeks
before they were married in the later 19608,

There weare rules, vet in the memories from
students, many wrote on how safe they fzlt and
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how loved they flt within their community.
Many became teachers, pastors and miss ionaries
around the world.

A5 time changed, the congrepation
membemhip dropped. In the 19905 the school
closed. Grace Tabernacle Chuwh is still open
today for remaining membes. For many of us
from the Wesiside, we remember the Peoples
Bible College and the many students that grew
up and remained a pant of the community
Founder R. G. Finch lived on this earth till 1950
and is buried in Fairview Cemetery.

Infbrmation in this article was obtained
from the People’s Bible College. Memoir
written by Rachel Thomson which contains
written memories from the People's Bible
College studentt and Grace Tabernacle
congregation members.

NOVEMBER PROGRAM:

Saturday, November 14
11:00 A M. (Doors open at 10:30)

A Unigue Fearl Harbor/ Doolittle Raid Story: This
presentation will cover personal aspects of the first
major events of America’s start in WWII that are
not well-known. It concerns the lives ofa japaﬂese

_ e e thsin West Warﬂ War I, ang
L Wlapanese martial arts, forover 35 years.

This program is free to members and §
Light refreshments will be served.

W
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TREES, TALES &
™ and TREATS 7 ~~>-

HUGE

DECEMBER 5, 2015
11 a.m. Until 4:00 p.m.

: After 20 successiil, fiin, exciting, yeatrs of the OCCHS Holiday Tour the fitst ?
: weekend of December, we are changing this annual holiday kick-off |
: celebiration An open fhouse wilf be held to thank members and non-members
: for a great year We will feature small holiday trees decorated to reflect the
¢ historyofColorado Clity: The trees will be on top of our museum display cases 3
and match the theme of the case. Costumed actors will hast each tree/dispiay
3 case; the bookstore will feature giffs for your shopping alono with focaf 5
: autfiors. The Victorian frofiday talile will be set up with fot drinks and sweets. 5
' We want to share the Hofiday withh Colorado Springs. So.... FUN, FUN, FUNT §

CAILL FOR HFEI PERS

Please Help by Decorating a Tree or Get Together with

Some Friends to Help Decorate a Tiee.

Below are some ideas for trees and some decorations that might be appropriate. £

Remember these are small trees that fit on top of a display cases.
Trees will be sold at a silent auction at the open house.

MINING INDUSTRY TREE RAILROAD TREE g
-mining display -Midland train display o
& : small gold bricks 3 oot tree to be provided by OCCHS
. pans for gold ™
gold rocks
and more

small traing

small Midland signs
lanterns

RR crossing sipgns
and morz

3 foot tree to be provided by OCCHS
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¢ SOUTHWESTERN TREE VICTO RIAN LADIES CLOTHING
g - Gloretta Pass batle New - clothing dis play 5
g Mexico display ¢
g 1 foot tree to be provided by 2
¢ OCCHS
g SW jewelry feathers 2
: God's eves combs .
::j: rifles jewelry 1
¢ copies of battle flags small hats 2
and more '
2 and more g
il | GAMBLING. BROTHEL SALOON TREE _ F
i | 3 foot tree to be provided by OCCHS 3 foot tree to be provided by OCCHS
|.: I____.-"\'\. r':
’ mini champagne bottles g '
¢ E““mg cards MEDICAL TREE
r .09 -Pharmacy display '
q |dice 1 foot tree to be provided by OCCHS i
il | simulated red lights N ipti &
¢ Eimmn prescription paper 2
: and more Fake pills :
g ins tuments 2
§ mini bottles g
& and more 5
SCHOOL HOUSE TREE ,
<chool display [ 1
3 foot tree to be provided by OCCHS
& pencils
; mini books
-:j: paper chains ]
':'-: popeom and cranberries on siringg 4
school photos 4
There are probably a lot more Ideas out there but these are some suggestions. E
4 Suggested locations for tree decorations purchases would be the Hobby Lobby mini
il section and scrap book section. There is the dollar store, also. You could use g
| miniaturized copies of full size artifacts, signs, etc. Copy machines are great You g
)i  probably have even more ideas. 2
The trees will be put up at OCCHC on Monday, November 30 for display at the open E
4 house and through out the holidayseason. There will be a silent auction at the open
il house to sell the trees. We can promise you that your name will be on your display, g
i 50 give us a call and we will get started with this fun project WE CANNOT DO THIS g

WITHOUT YOUR HELP........Joanne Karlson, 475-2574 or Sharon Swint, 630-3334.
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Lorraine Englert

The Septernber 17th, 2015 Gazetie displayed a large photograph of Kenneth
Englert, in “Looking Back” .

Kenneth headed up the Pikes Peak Historical Society in the 1950's. He was
instrumental in getting the City to accept the Garvin Cabin, when it was
returned fiom Denver after it sat on the State Capitol grounds during the Rush
to the Rockies Celebrations of 1959 The city put it in Bancroft Park.

But, the accompanying text did not also credit his wife Lorraine who very
substantially contributing to the ignored history ofthe original Colorado City.

She first contacted me once I had organized the Pikes Peak or Bust by '76
Commitiee to celebrate the Nation's Bicentennial and Colorado's Centennial in
1976 (and once I had showed my disgust with the Urban Renewal destruction
ofall the iconic historical buildings in downtown Colorado Springs which I grew
up around).

Lorraine had obtained from the National Archives the only known - and
faded - copy of'the 1859 “Fosdick Plat” which laid out, nared, and numbered
every street and lot of the 1 mile wide, 2 mile long original Colorado City
between todays 13th and 32d Westside streets. The “Fosdick Plat” gave the
lasting name to Colomrado Avenue 13 years befbore General Palmer showed up.

Lorraine then researched the ownership of every one of the 9,696 Colorado
City lots and their transfers, and recorded them on 3 by 5 cards which she gave
to me when she fll ill in 1978 and had to leave for lower altitudes where she,
and later Kenneth, died.

Tt was that gift that spurred my 40 years of historical research and activism
to get the city to use that same Urban Renewal money 1br loans to small
businesses whose owners saved rather than destroyved over 100 original
Colorado City buildings, and led to its designation as a National Historic District
in 1982, the first one in Colorado Springs.

Lorraine, as well as Kenneth Englert, deserves credit for helping to preserve
the original Colorado City, through the Ghost Town Club even before I became
involved.

David R Hughes
QOctober 7th, 2015

‘The Old Colorado City Historical Society’s Board of Directors meets regulady the
third Monday of each month at 1:0o0 P.bL at the
Old Coloradoe City History Center, unless otherwise announced.
Interested visitors are always welcome at the Board meetings.

The next Board meeting will be November 16
at 1:00 FM. at the Old Colorado City History Center
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Saturday, November 14th
oo A

Surdday, December 5
oo Abd - oo BB

November / December Calendar

Program: “Woild War [T Storles: Pearl Harbor and ihe Dollitle Rald™
prezented by Fen Valles. Een bas zmaudied the Pacific Theater of WWII az a
bobby for over 3o years This bas included wips to Asia The presentaticn
starts witth the attack on Pear]l Harbor, and then explaine America’s fivst major
responze known as the Dolittle Rald There will be video clipe and a dizfay
that complements the ztory of'a mizsion that i= actually bard to Eelieve A= we
celebrate Veterare Day Bemembrance on IMovember 11, let 1= ouly wevere
thoee valiart efforts of Americans who served b Weorld War [T, The program
will reveal the courage, innowvation, drama and faith of ocur American warrioms.
OCCHS members fiee, otbers koo

Holday Openn Howse After 2o succezefil, fun, exciting, years of the OCOCZHS
Heliday Towr the first weskend of Decembser, we are changing thizs annual
beliday kick-off celebration, An open bouse will Be beld to thank members
and mop-members for a great year. We will featre zmall boliday toees
deccrated to reflect the bistory of Colomdo City  The tiees will be on top of
our museum display cazes and match the theme of the caze Costumed
actors will bost each tree/dizplay caze; the bookstore will fratiure gifts for
wor shopping along with local authore, The Victorian boliday table will be
et up with bot drinks and sweets. We want to share the holiday with
Colorado Springs,

Watch for more Inforoatlon.

Old Colorado Cily Hislory Cenier
1 8 24th Street Colorado Spiings, CO 8agoy ~ (719) 636-1225 ~ Attpr/fmww.occhs.ong

Museum Hours: Tues. thru Sat 11 -4 Free Admission.  Donations greatly appredated.




