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CONTROVERSY IN COLORADO

COLORADO’S INDIAN WARS REVISITED
By Dave Hughes

A series of events that illuminate what Colcrado City
went through during the Indian Wars of 1864 and 1868
have converged on our Historical Society over the last
year.

It all started when one of our members, Colo-
rado native Curt Neeley informed us that 91 year old
Irving Howbert the grandson of the original Colorado

_ City pioneer lrving Howbert had generously taken his
Jrandfather’'s 1925 book “A Lifetime of Memories in the
“~— Pike’s Peak Region" out of copyright, so it could be
'more widely distributed.’

Your Society's Board of Directors
jumped at the chance to reprint and sell that classic and
rare (having been out of print for aver 37 years) 300
page book, which ranges widely over all that happened
in early Colorado City and earliest Colorado Springs, as
well as what young Irving Howbert experienced helping
defend Colorado City and El Paso County settlers

against Indians who threatened them and settlers all
across the front range.

The Bowens and their Battlefield Artifacts

The reprinting has been a great success — over
200 of the 300 printed so far have been sold for $20.00
apiece. Many society members have begun to get a deeper
understanding on just what life was like, including the dan-
gers they faced, in earliest pioneer Colorado City. In Irving
Howbert's 1914 book “Indians of the Pikes Peak Region”
he was particularly observant of what happened when both
hostile and friendly Indians interacted with the settlers -
while sometimes fighting each other.

The Memories book ranges from why Irving How-
bert and 17 other Colorado City men volunteered to serve
in the 3d Colorado Cavalry and fought willingly at Sand
Creek in 1864 against Cheyenne and Arapahoe while
stoutly defending their actions and that of their commander
Colonel Chivington, to the peaceful encampment of a large
tribe of Ute Indians along Fountain Creek next to Colorado
City in 1866.

Grandson Irving Howbert has been very pleased
with the Society’s reprinting. He wrote a new introduction to
the book, and has since become quite involved with our
Saociety as a member.

Continued page 3
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The Old Colorado City Historical Society was founded as a volunteer
organization to recognize the historical significance and unique culture of
original Old Colorado Clty and early El Paso County. This spirit is
perpetuated through the preservation of artifacts and archival materials,
encouragement of research, education of the children and the community,
through the membership and the operation of the History Center at 1
South 24th Street, Colorado Springs, Colorado.

MEMBERSHIPS

Memberships are welcome at any time. Membership renewals are due on the
anniversary date of the initial membership. Members receive the West Word
newsletter, discounts, local meetings and programs.

Annual membership classifications are:

Individual  $20 Business $ 50
Farily $25 Lifetime $150 Corporate  $250

Funds from a Lifetime membership are placed into a Perpetuity/Endowment Fund
to be used only for projects which have been approved by two-thirds of the
membership. Only the interest will be used for current expenses. We welcome
gifts to this fund, which wili be credited to the donor or as a memorial.

BOARD COF DIRECTORS

President Beverley Disch 719-634-5023
Vice President Tom Hendrix 719-633-7392
Secretary Arlene Casey 719-634-2356
Treasurer David Hughes 719-636-2040
Phil McDonald
Mel McFarland 719-533-1311
Joanne Karlson 719-475-2574
Dick Eustice
Barb Barbaro 719-748-3483
MEETINGS

OCCHS Monthly Meeting & Program is held at 11 a.m. on the second Friday of
each month, except during June, July, and August. The History Center opens
at 10 a.m. on the day of the meeting for refreshments and visitation. The program
begins at 11 a.m. This meeting is free and open to the public.

Next Monthly Meeting
November 9, 2007
at the History Center
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Explore the REAL History
at the

OLD COLORADO CITY
HISTORY CENTER

1 South 24th Street
(the corner of Pikes Peak & 24th Streets)
(719) 636-1225

FREE ADMISSION

0O1d Colorado City History Center encourages
you to attend its events, meetings, and pro-
jects, Please call 636-1225 for information

Winter Hours
{(September - June )

TUES—SAT 11 AM.to 4:.00 P.M.
Closed Sunday & Monday

Visit our web site for even more history!

http://history.oldcolo.com

stories documents

manuscript photographs

interviews biographies
Book & Gift Shop online

e-mail us at: history@oldcolo.com
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Curt Neeley also introduced the society to modern T
.cholarship that challenges long held uncritical public as- T Eh l"
““sumptions - fueled by 140 years of repeated opinions, ex-

aggerations, myths, and shifting political winds about what
really went on in the Colorado Frontier, between settlers,
the Indians, US government agents, the US Army - who
was at fault, who suffered, and why.

Your Scociety also sponsored a Saturday program
about ‘Indian Depredations’ in Colorado, by Dr. Jeff

Breome, who has done both archeological research on In-

dian raid sites, apd has begn examining the 10,000 written FIEHTE“S

claims in the National Archives made during the Indian
Wars by settlers who lost harses, cattle, their homes and Sptpe bam “'"'""""'“-‘ W Remenmpur 4o ek n
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1864 Recruiting
Poster for 3d
Colorado Cavalry

more than willing to team up with 200 Spanish soldiers
under Governor Juan Batista de Anza in 1779 as he
came down Ute Pass in a grand flanking maneuver, first
defeating the Comanches camped right at the conflu-
ence of Fountain and Monument Creeks where ‘America

_ : the Beautiful Park’ is today, before crossing the Arkansas
Irving Howbert and finally killing ferocicus Chief Cuernc Verde at Green-
Receiving Honorary Cavalrv Plaque horn Mountain south of Pueblo — the Indian behavior was
: | revealed as at best a very mixed and violent picture.
belongings — and wives and children - to raids by Plains Colorado City settlers became as much entan-
Indians who had signed treaties with the US! gled with these tndian internecine Wars as they were in
Additionally Dr. Greg Michno, a wide ranging west-  how to deal with both the friendly Utes and the hostile
ern scholar whose 'Encyclopedia of the Indian Wars - Arapahoe separately.
1850-1890," recent ‘A Fate Worse Than Death” about what When we add up all these historical books in-

Indian tribes did to white women and children captives, and  cluding two written by Howbert, with the history that is
the voluminous 2003 “The Battle at Sand Creek — A Military  marked by the ‘Anway Fort' menument at 2828 West

Perspective” all have at last put balance into the perspec- Pikes Peak Avenue where Colorado City women and
tive about the Indian Wars period Colorado City lived children hid during dangercus times, and the documented
through. The history of Colorado Territory has too long killing of the young Robbin’s boys and Charlie Everhart
been simplistically dismissed as the actions of bad white whose mutitated bodies were faid out in 1868 in the very
men who simply robbed the Indians of “their” lands during 1859 cabin that still stands in Bancroft Park, to the un-
the Westward expansion. apologetic symbol displayed by Anthony Bott when he
As Irving Howbert wrote in his recent new introduc-  had engraved on his tombstone the still visible — in Fair-
lion to his grandfather's book, "Modern residents of the view Cemetery - "Co G, 3d Colo Cav,” it is clear that the
Pikes Peak region often have a hard time relating to the settlers of El Paso County experienced Indian troubles
fears those settlers had, in 1864 and 1868, of Indian raids we can barely comprehend today.
that deprived them and their families of their lives and prop- So, on September 20" and 21* a group of your
erty.” Society members traveled to Sand Creek Battlefield to

From the time your Society learned from a Society see for themselves the land and the evidence of that con-
cture in 2002 and publications by Dr. Wilfred Martinez of troversial battle.
“Pueblo about how the Comanches drove the Utes and The trip was oversubscribed even before we
Apaches from their ancestral plains lands — and thus were went. We rented a comfortable 15 passenger Van, and

Continued on page 4



the Ground
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ook 12 members with us on the overnight trip to Lamar,
Colorado on USS0, which is 40 miles south of the Sand

Creek site. Member Phil McDonaid who had driven tour

buses 1n the past, drove the 325 miie trip and back. Eve-
ryone shared the costs, which were quite low. For mem-
bers the expedition cost less than $125 each.

The key to the trip was, besides a visit to the very
recently dedicated 'traditional” National Park Service
monument and site, a special tour was given to us by
Chuck and Sheri Bowen, on whose private cattle ranc!
adjacent ‘o the ‘traditiornal site, over 3.000 artifacts from
the 1854 battle along Sand Creek have been found

[t was also a very special trip for 91 year old Ir-
ving Howbert too He grew up hearing the stories cf his
Colorado City grandfather, whom he knew, pioneering E|
Paso County, defending Colorade City settiers against
Indians, and whe became one of the most prominent men
in ali Colorado Springs long after all the Indian Wars were
over He was elected & times Ei Paso Clerk and Re-
corder, was a state Senator. and even reached the Presi-
dency of the 1st Natienal Bank of a prospering Colorado
Springs after the Cripple Cresk gold benanza. He died in
1335 Sadly there is not even a statue o frving Howben
1n Colorado Springs, much less Old Coicrado City. For he
was a pioreer of pioneers Parhaps we can do something
about that

The current Irving Howbert, a lawyer in Coiorado
Qprmgs during his adult life. had never had the cpportu-

nity to visit the long lost Sand Creek tattlefield especially
accompan.e-. oy history buffs

The trip was special for the Town of Lamar
whose Chamber President greeted Mr Howbert warmly

PALE 4

Additionally a costumed reenactor of the 7 th US Army
Cavalry Association (Sergeant Butch Kelly) had a surprise
waiting. He presented elderly Irving Howbert an Honorary
Membership m the US Cavalry Association. For it was
abeve all the US Cavalry who held the hostile Plains Indi-
ans at bay during the 1860's

The twelve of us had traveled the ‘|f‘m miles to
Lamar. and put up at the Cow Palace hotet Then after
dinner, Chuck Bowen and his wife 3hen who nas neiped
him find, cataiog pinpont oy GP5. andacts gave a well
supported - by maps. extracls of 1854 descriptrons, and

wdisputable atifacts themselves about hus findings We
were abie 10 Inspect cased sampies. from canagn halls and
lead nifle bullets to 'metal' arrow heads (Indians took iron
barrel bands and fabricated the arrows, which the metal
detector readily located a century later)

There is alsc the separate and enduring centre-
versy on exactly where the Sand Cresk Battle took place
Whether the battle occuried on the land stilf owned by
the Bowen's - which 1s agreed to by Michno's objective
scholarship and maps - or whera the Cheyenne indians
say it happened.

There is what is called the Traditional Sand
Creek site  Around which so very few artifacts have bean
found where one would expect to find - bullats, arrow-
heads, canon talls Only § artifacts have heen found
there on the traditional site, after 10 years of searching.
Semething was obviously askew Could the indians be
wrong”?

Well it was not until the early 19C0s, when most
all who had been alive then were dead, more from old
age than battles. that their descendents. from oral stories
alone, ‘knew where the battlefield was Somewhere on
long twisting dry Sand Creek, which 1s easy to find to be
sure. But where exactly had ther tepeas been? Not al
together in a big cluster that was sure They were strung
out for miles aiong that creek bed

Nobody did much mapping of anything for over
70 years after the baitle Metal detectors didn't exist yet
Nathing but confiicting stories and mixed memories, scat-
tered wntings, hasty sketches referning tc 'that ridge’ this
biuff that bend this trail those trees’

Even though the Bowen Family have unearthed
over 3,000 GPS marked. miitary artifacts over 15 years
from the 1990s on their iand adjacent to what the National
Park Service accepted from the Indians, the US Govern-
ment just ignored that abjective realty. That s in part be-
cause today's Cheyenne Indians, from reservatians in
Qklghoma. say they "Don't accept white man's archen!-

ogy.”

(Y=Y
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Did it make any poltical’ difference where the
site 15 after 2 Casino gambling consartiur putup the 315
million to buy the "Dawson’ ranch which covers the
traditional’ area Ihn Indians wanted covered. and wh
have now made i 'sacred ? Is that why the National Park
Service wirtually 1gnored Bowen's findings in the 42 page
study he freely gave to the Park Sennice? No chance
there could be plans for 2 gambling casino built on "Indian

e on page 3
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ltand” could there be? It is miles closer and more accessi-
“lg to Lamar Colorado than the Bowen property. Or was
_ e whole thing sgueezed by the influence of Ben Night-
horse Campbell when he was a US Senatar?
The next morning we traveled nearly 40 miles tc
the new small, only partially developed National Park faci-
- ity near the
‘traditiona!
site Which (s
staffed by two
Park Rangers
We listensd to
one Ranger
B | describe whal
L e L led up to and
' 3 Toa after the No-
vember 29th
and 30th,
1864 Battie
But he told us
nothing about
‘where' the
hattie tock
place, or the
maneuvers of
the US units
All we saw
was treegs In
the distance
and g small

1927

weyenne Indian - Red Bird,

—

marker put up by
local Boy Scouts in 1933,
Then Chuck and Sheri Bowen jed us over 20 miles
of rough. two track roads praine roads across therr ranch (o
the north of the traditional’ site Our 15 passenger van
could barely negotiate the tracks. We went night down
through and across almost-always-dry Sand Creek where
much of the fighting took place, spread out over 5 miles of
land And where the Bowens had put up visible marrers
where many significant tems of his more than 3.000 a~t-
facts. were found and GPS marked
We had an interesting time, even when we all
were under the hot sun, time was short and the bouncing
ride across the land too long, and we had to eat a hox
lunch on the praire For a while we could imagine what no-
Ing in @ pionear wagoen might have felt ke, At least the
bouncing was the same
Bowen makes more sense about where Sand
Craek Sattle took place than aither the National Park Ser-
vice or the Cheyenne Indians whase long after-the-fact
oral-history evidence s suspect
Because artifacts which have lain undisturbed on
and under ground for 130 years on the dry plains - unti the
1630s when Bowen's metal detectors found them - don't e,
"am incined to believe the physical evidence of that battie
2,
While not all of our members, or even all of those
who traveled to Sand Creek last month, excuse the Colo-

rado City settlers or the Territonal or US Government
for their actions against the indians, it 15 a sign of ntel-
lectual honesty that there 1s even a debate here in our
local Society about these events which happened ouer
140 years ago Far healthier than the suppression of
dissent, the repeating by media of claims and opinions
long ago disproved or the dismissal of reinterpretation
of those early days that has been practiced of late by
local and siate aca
should know better

In later programs and newsietters we can am-
plify cn what we now know about the 18 men from
Colorada City who joined G Company of the 3d Volun-
tzer Cavairy befare marching off toward Sand Creek
through a typical Colorado November blizzard in 1564

And we should also then, after the delals of the
battie are laid aut, turn to the incredibly carrupted sernies
cf documented hearnings' in Washington and Denver by
men with well known conflicts of interest, and testimony
by these who were not even there, statemenis which
would have long since been thrown out of any modern
court of law on appeal

Maybe we can even reenact in our Center, from
transcripts the Terntorial hearings again 142 years iater
and vete as a jury whether Sand Creek was a justified
battle or a massacre. and whethar Celonel Chivington
the hero of Glarieta Pass was as bad or good, as al-
leged at Sand Creek. In 2ny case it 1= all about Colo-
rado City's earhest days

~t p~ ERLT-Sa Tt} vasdk =k
demics and their institutions which
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Treasurers Report

Very ittle to report this - September- month. No
fund raising events. Just income from book store sales
($698) and membership renewals, with a fea new ones
(SS90,

With normal monthly expenses for Secunty
Alarms (S421 Telephone (831, Insurance (S1220, Utiligies
{(S108), Postage (S30) and materials for archive storage
and display cases (8807, contract cleamng (8451 as usual in
slow maonths our costs exceed our income.

And as antieipated our T-Bild earned anterest rate
dropped to 3.4% and our CD interest dropped to 5.25%

The Board of Directors at its October mevting
approved a plan and expenditures pamting our Center
building and repair broken concrete steps 10 the spring ol
2008, $5000 will cone from the Ef Pomar grant. $4.000
from our projected checking account end vear surplus, and
the halance - up 10 $6.000 from our accumulated camed
interest from our endowment funds that s currently in our

T-Bill account, Or usp to §15,000,

Dave Hughes
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Colorado Springs, CO 80904-3319

In 2009, Colorado City will have existed for 150 years. During the "Pikes Peak or Bust’ gold rush,
many risked their lives and staked their fortunes searching for riches and a better life. Also, in 2009 it will have been 29 years
since a small group of history buffs organized the Old Colorado City Historical Society.

The Westside of Colorado Springs has a rich story to tell and the Old Colorado City Historical Society exists to ensure that this
history is preserved for current and future generations to enjoy. In the early 1990s, the Society purchased the historic
Colorado City First Baptist Church building which opened in 1997 as the home of the History Center Museum; Archives,
Research Library, Computer Center, and Bookstore and Gift Shop. This facility is free to the public, and contains coliections
which tell the history of Colorado City. The operation of the History Center is done by volunteers who dedicate their time and
tatents to ensure the history “stays alive."

The continued success of OCCHS depends totally on the support of volunteers, members, and visitors. With the alt volunteer
group of members and diligent fundraising, our financial picture has been just to break even. The buitding and land are debt
free; however the building needs exterior painting. There are other maintenance projects that are needed in order to protect
and preserve this historic building, which is on the Colorado Register of Historic Buildings. Gifts and grants are always being
sought, but they have not provided all our financial needs.

On behalf of the OCCHS Board of Directors, | am asking for your financial support to help us keep the history of the Westside
alive and well. As you review your will or plan for your 2007/2008 taxes, please consider designating the Old Colorado City

storical Society in your bequest or donation. Direct donations to the Society can go to the OCCHS Endowment Fund or to
e budgeted items listed below.

Your donation of any amount will be greatly appreciated and well used. This request is being sent to you in the monthly issue
of West Word, the OCCHS newsletter. After your review and consideration of our request, please separate the lower portion
of this letter and return it to me:

Beverley Disch, President
Old Coforado Clty Historical Society
1 South 24" Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80904
With Sincere Appreciation,

Bavrndey. B fialo

Beverley Disch, President

(please separate the form here and return the portion below)

Name Phone Number
Address City State Zip Code
My Donation $ Payable by: __ Check enclosed Credit Card Visa Master Card
Credit Card # expdate_
.signated use of my donation ____endowment ____maintenance General Fund ___ Where ever needed

I would like to talk with an OCCHS Board member about establishing a trust/endowment gift in my name.

Signature of donor Date
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l FOR YOUR CALENDAR -~
Invite vour friends!

¢ “Saturday at the Museum”, Saturdav, No-

vember 3 from 11 a.m. til 3 p.m.
OCCHS members in costume showease the museum, its
cellections, and history of Old Celorado City and the
Westside with historical vigneties and exhibits. Stop in for 30
minutes and take this opportunity to introduce your family and
friends to the History Center. We are hoping to meet many
Westsiders who have never visited.

o “Meet a Hard Rock Miner”, Fridav, Novem-

ber9atll a.m.
Matt Mathiesen, a popular tour guide at the Western Museum
of Mining & Industry, will share some of his mining and min-
eral exploration experiences, including Libya and New
Guinea. His firsthand knowledge will help explain mining
history of the past and its progression to present methods. If
you have questions about mining in the Rockies as well as
various countries, he's the man to ask!

« Annual Bed & Breakfast Holidav Tour, Sun-

dav. December 2" from 2 ‘til 6 p.m. ..proceeds
benefit OCCHS. Tickets available November 1 at OCC Book-
store, Advance tickets $10, at the door $15.

T« “On the Mountain with AdAmAn”, Satur-

day, December 8"...a special event
Since the 1920°s, this unique group has been hiking to the top
of Pikes Peak to set off a New Year’s Eve display of fire-
works. Yet many of their photos and artifacts have not been
seen by the public. AddAmAn members will present an il-
lustrated program at 2 p.m., but come early and stay later to
enjoy the displays and visit with AddAmAn members. The
exhibit will continue until mid-January. A limited supply of a
NEW commemorative poster will be available for purchase.
Proceeds benefit the History Center. Public is welcome.

PAGE 7

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

FACT: There are frequently at least five people
working on various projects
Tuesday afternoons at the History Center.
But, there is so much more that could be
done...and is needed. Just a few hours of your
time...or as many hours per week on a regular
basis when your schedule allows, would be a
great help. Training will be provided in each of
these areas as needed.
* Toresearch information, genealogy
requests or specific topics
» Toresearch artifact information, e.g.
art, textiles, tools
e To organize archival records and pho-
tos
e To help with museum displays
e To work in the Bookstore
e To help plan and organize monthly
programs and/or special events
¢ To supervise an intern on a research
project
* To write media releases and submit
articles to the Gazefte’s THE HUB
e To lead tours in the Museum and/or
neighborhood
e To interview and tape oral history re-
lating to Old Colorado City
Please contact Bev Disch (634-5023) soon,
or call the History Center (636-1225).
Thank you!

HISTORY QUOTES

“ History, Agnes always told her students on the
first day of school, was not a matter of dates and
battles, but rather one of stories. She would tell
them stories, she announced, and they would listen.
But as Agnes put her pen and notebook away, she
wondered this: [s imagination dependent upon ex-
rience, or is experience influenced by the imagi-
Thation?”
“A Wedding in December’ by Anita Shreve

Horse Alleys

Ever wonder why there are shops in Old Colorado City that
are only 5 feet wide and over 30 feet long?

In the 1880s when Colorado City boasted board-
walks, the horses tied to them would mess them up. So the
women of the town prevailed on the men to pass a law that
said there had to be openings between the buildings so the
horses could be led to the rear.

Those openings are, today, the famous Horse Alleys
of Colorado City. Not just openings, filled in by shops now
that the horses are gone. They were and are DEEDED Horse
Alleys which can be bought and sold like any other property.

In 1980 the city bought one from Gene Brent’s Gun
Store. It is the opening between two buildings in the 2500
block, a walkway to the parking lots in the rear.
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President’s Message
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We put out ten newsletters per year. During the
summer we double up and do a May-June letter
and then July-August. We send the newsletter to
all our members and also send complimentary cop-
ies to schools, libraries, and other museums. Merv
Casey is our West Word editor. He compiles each
issue which starts with the lead article of a histori-
cal bent. Included as well are the coming events,
the treasures report, the presidents’ report and often
historical tidbits or advertising for a brick in our
patio, or a piece of log from historic Dr Gavin’s
Cabin.

Merv usually runs the issue on our copier on the
last Thursdays of the month. Then a committee of
Kay Atterberry, Muriel Dunkley, and Eloise Wynn
fold and tape each newsletter. I put the labels on
each one, put them in four trays by zip codes, and
take them to the bulk mail office of the postal ser-
vice at Fountain and Academy Avenue. Many
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thanks to these ladies who help get the newsletter
out every month and a special thanks o Merv for
being such a good editor.

Bev Disch
President

Update

OCCA just had out 3rd annual "Giant Pumpkin Weigh-Off"
on October 6th with our largest pumpkin weighing in at
1008 pounds. It was mentioned in WestWord the largest
pumpkin ever grown at 1,337 pounds but that record was
set in 2002 in New Hampshire. The record was broken
2003 with 1,385, again in 2004 at 1,446, again in 2005 at
1,469, again in 2006 at 1,502, and yet again in 2007 1,689
by a grower in Massachusetts

Colorado's state record is 1,075 grown by Joe Scherber
in Denver. We aiso set a state record for Squash this year
in Old Colorado City with 956 pounds, grown by Marc Saw-
telle here in Colorado Springs.

Nancy Stovall
Old Colorado City Asscciates






