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Bloody Bridles

DAVIS H, WATTE and

Celerade’s Experiment With Populism

By
Pkil McDorald

DAVIS H. WAITE

2008 Democraric presidential hopetul John
Edwards was born more than fifty years after Colo-
rado Governor Davis H. Waite died. | doubt that
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Edwards has ever heard of Governor Waite, Degpite
the fact that these men lived in different eras of
American history, they shared a common vision of
the country thev loved. John Edwards speaks of “two
Americas.” According to Edwards, one America is
ruled by wealthy and powerful corporate interests
while the other is the province of the poor. down-
trodden and dispossessed. It is the second of these
two Americas for which Edwards and Governor
Waite purported to speak. Both men are exemplars of
a powerful tradition in American politics. that of
populism.

Populism. as a movement, articulates the be-
lief that America is a country bes=f kv divisions oFie
population along class and income lines; rich vs.
poor and haves vs. have-nots, It is, and is likely w
remain. an enduring theme of American politics as
long as such conditions are perceived to exist.

According to author Marshall Sprague. the
populist movement of the 1890s was based on a
widespread protest azainst the unrestrained power of
concentrated wealth, Historically. the stage was set
for the emergence of populism by the Grange. Farm-
ers Alllances. and Greenback movements. These
three organizations purported to speak to the gricv-
ances of small farmers suffering from the money
crunch of the 1870s and "80s. By the early 1890s
these groups coalesced with laboring and mining in-
terests to form the Populist or People’s Party, While
the life of the Populist Partv was short (1892Z-1890).
its impact was monumental. Championing such 1s-
sues o5 “free silver”, a progressive income tax. the
seeret ballot. an 8-hour workday, government owner-
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Next Monthly Meeting
February 8, 2008
at the History Center
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Explore the REAL History
at the

OLD COLORADO CITY
HISTORY CENTER

1 South 24th Street
{the corner of Pikes Peak & 24th Streets)
(719) 656-1225

FREE ADMISSION

Old Colorado City History Center encourages
you to attend its events, meetings, and pro-
jects. Please call 636-1225 for information

Winter Hours
(Seplentber - June )

" TUES—SAT 11 AM. to 4:00 PM.
Closed Sunday & Monday

Visit our web site for cven more liistory!

http://history.oldcolo.com

stories documents
manuscript photographs
nterviews biographies

Book & Gift Shop online

e-mail us at: history@oldcolo.com
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ship of railroads and communications. direct election
of the President and U.S. Senators, divec (IG:“:l()CI"(lC_\-’
and women's suffrage. the populist movement in-
spired later generations of reforers. The Democ-
ratic Party of William Jennings Bryan. the Progres-
sive \m\-cmcr-t of the early 1900s. and the New Deal
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In no siate wa s po pulism more auractive than
11 Colorado. Beset by falling silver prices and a de-
pressed economy in the early 1890s, the remedies
proposed by the Populists proved irresistible. By the
1892 general election, Colorado Populists ilelded a
full national state. Thev succecded in electing two
Congressmen, John C. Bell and Lafe Pence and
53.384 Coloradans voted for presidential candidate,
James B. Weaver. This total was sufficient to deliver
Colorado’s four electoral votes to the firchrand To-
wan.

swept into office on this tide of anger and
resentment was the Populist candidate for Governor.
Davis H. Waite. Described by Sprague as a “sixty-
seven vear old Moses with a flowing beard and a
voice like Recky
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dance at both the St Louts and Omaha pasty con-
ventions. While he wholeheartediv su “'ﬁc)llgd ihe
party’s “radical” plutform, he consistenily op-
poscd full-biown socialism. He was equaliyv op-
posced to the so- called ~fusionist” mov cment.
which by 1896 sought o merge the Populists into
the Demwocrztic Parny,

Governor Waite's single term as Celo-
rado’s governor proved to be divisive 1o say the
least, Nick-named “Bloody Bridies™ because of a
phrase he had uttered in a rousing speech in de-
fense of civil liberties, Waite horrified such
prominent Colorado icons as Irving Howbert and
L1 Hagerman.

Unfortunately for Governor Waiic. his
term of office coincided with one of the worst fi-
nancial disasters in the history of the U.S.. the
Panic of 1893, The causes of this depression were
many and varied, and it wos clear that no state
suffered more than Colorado. Silver prices plum-
meted, banks closed. real estate values rell and

unemployment

Mountain thunder”.
Waite brought to the
office an Impressive
political resume’. Born
in Jamestown, New
York on April 9, 1825,
Walte, an attorney by
trade, had served in
state legislatures in
both Wisconsin and
Kansas. In 1879, he
and his family moved

skyrocketed. To
make maters
worse even
Mother Nature
conspired by
creating the
worst drought in
memory.

A convenlent
scapegoat for
this financial
debacle was at

to Leadville. Following
the death of his wife he moved to Aspen

Disgruntled Miners

hand. the

where he founded a radical weekly

newspaper, the Aspen Union Era and also served as
secretary of the local chapter of the Knights of La-
bor. An apparent political gadfly who was a Repub-
lican and Democrat at different times, Waite served
as Pitkin Countv’s first superintendent of schools and
later, as Justice of the Peace.

By 1892, he had become a thoroughgoing
reformer and committed Populist who was 1n atten-

Sherman Silver Purchase Act
Passed at the behest of cheap money interesis. this
ill-advised law required the federal government to
buy and mint huge quantities of silver, Congress
acted swiftly to repeal the Sherman Act. The ef-
fects in Colorado were immediate and devastat-
ing. The economy tanked as thousands of miners
lost their jobs and scores of businesses closed.
Mining towns literaliv were abandoned cvernight.

Cominued on page 3
ey
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FEBRUARY PROGRAMS

Friday, February 8

‘A Tuskegee Airman History — As [ See it.”
11 a.m.

Frank Macon, a veteran of Worla War il, t2lls some
of his personal story as a member of this military
group of men. The positive experience, the out-
standing record of accomplishment and the superb
behavior of black airmen during World War ll, and
aiter, were important factors in the initiation of the
historic social change to achieve racial equality in
America.

Saturday, February 16

“The Railroads. Mills and Quarries

of Old Colorado City”

2p.m.

A new program looks at the industrial side of Colo-
rado City from the 1870s up to the 20" century. The
quarries were first, then the railroads, then the mills.
Don’t miss this presentation by Mel McFarland,
well-known Midland Railway historian and speaker.
Visualize what this area was like before more recent
developments. Seating is limited.

WEST WORD

PAGE 4

In Memory

G. Thomas “Thom” Jamison passed away Decem-
ber 13, 2007. He was a member of the “Over the
Hill Gang™ for the Pikes Peak Hill Climb. He do-
nated over 100 pictures of the Cog Railway to our
Saciety. We also have these pictures on our web-
site.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

[ had several meetings with Karen Earley, the
new Marketing and Events Director of the Old Colo-
rado City Associates to which we belong. She comes
with twelve vears of experience in this area. She and
her husband have joined our Society. She was to be
introduced to our board meeting on Monday January
21%. She has an ad for a guide book which includes a
picture of our History Center. In her article in the
OCCA newsletter she wants the Associates to partner
with us. She is going to help publish our coming
fundraisers and she has given several copies of her
book about saloons in Colorado to us. Karen will
give her program, “Noteworthy Pubs, Taverns and
Saloons”, at our general meeting in September in
Costume. We are delighted to welcome Karen to our
Society,

Bev Disch, President

With elections on the horizon here is

food for Thought

The next time you hear a politician use the word
"billion'" in a casual manner, think about whether
you want the "politicians" spending YOUR tax
money.

A billion is a difficult number to comprehend, but
one advertising agency did a good job of putting
that figure into some perspective in one of its re-
leases.

A. A billion seconds ago it was 1939,

B. A billion minutes ago Jesus was alive,

C. A billion hours ago our ancestors were living in
the Stone Age.

D. A billion days ago no-one walked on the earth
on two feet.

E. A billion dollars ago was only 8 hours and 20
minutes, at the rate our government is spending it.
While this thought is still fresh in our brain, let's
take a look at New Orleans It's amazing what you
can learn with some simple division . .

Louisiana Senator, Mary Landrieu (D), is presently
asking the Congress for $250 BILLION to rebuild
New Orleans. Interesting number, what does it
mean?

A. Well, if you are one of 484,674 residents of New
Orleans (every man, woman, child), vou each get
$516,528.

B. Or, if you have one of the 188,251 homes in
New Orleans , your home gets $1.329.787.

C. Or, if you are a family of four, your family gets
$2,066,012,
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Governor Waite's response to this catastro-
phe was imaginative, if not very practical. He pro-
posed that the state of Colorado should buy silver
and then ship 1t to Mexico to be minted. These new
coins, derisively called “fandango dollars™ would be
circulated statewide as a medium of exchange.

The hapless governor also managed to be-
come embroiled in a fiasco known as the Denver
City Hall War. Before the days of home rule, the
governor was overseer of the Denver municipal fire
and police boards. Waite decided to fire two mem-
bers of the boards. The only problem was that they
refused to be fired and blockaded themselves in City
Hall! The embarrassed and outraged governor sum-
moned the militia to evict them, but ultimately Jost
the courage to actually order their forced removal.
Ultimately the situation was peacefully resolved, but
not before the governor became a laughingstock.

It is for good reason that Marshall Sprague
referred to the governor as a “good and brave man,

WEST WORD

Militia Tent Camp—June 12, 1894

but not smart.” Waite’s bravery was put to the test
during the signature event of his administration, the
Cripple Creek miners’ strike of 1894.

With the collapse of the sitver mining indus-
try, unemployed miners flocked to Cripple Creek 1n
hopes of finding work in the thriving gold fields. By
1894, the resultant labor surplus encouraged some
thrifty (greedy?) mine owners like J.J. Hagerman,
David Moffat and Eben Smith to increase the work
day from 8 to 10 hours while maintaining the daily

wage at $3. Such an action was deenied unacceptable

to the Western Federation of Miners. The union, led
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by president John Calderwood, demanded restora-
tion of the $3 wage for an 8-hour day. Predictably.
the owners refused and the strike was on.

In many respects, the events that unfolded
followed a rather predictable course for such labor
disputes. An injunction was issued, scabs were
hired, spies were employed, blacklists were posted,
property was destroved and violent clashes be-
twecen striking miners and the forces of law and
order occurred. The strikers, intent upon doing bat-
tle against the owners, established their base camp
at Altman. The ensuing fracas, known as the
“Battle of Bull Hill”, was a confusing melee in
which three separate “armies” ultimately con-
fronted one another. At the mine owner’s behest
Governor Waite dispatched the state militia, com-
manded by Adjutant General T. J. Tarsney, to
Cripple Creek. Upon arrival Tarsney found a tense,
but generally peaceful situation and the militia was
recalled. When negotiations between the Federa-
tion and mine owners broke down, violence
erupted. The frustrated and angry mine owners re-
cruited Shenff M.F. Bowers to raise a private army
of “deputies™ to defend their interests. Bowers
found legions of eager recruits among cops and
firemen who had locked horns with Waite during
the Denver City Hall debacle. Sensing that the
Cripple Creek situation was getting out of control.
Waite once again dispatched the militia to the min-
ing camp. The warring factions were both ordered
to disband their armies and the parties were
brought together in Colorado Springs to scek a
resolution to the impasse. For a thoroughly colorful
and exciting rendition of these events, I highly rec-
ommend the incomparable Marshall Sprague’s
book, Money Mountain,

While in many ways typical of labor dis-
putes of this era, the Cripple Creek strike of 1894
was different in at least three respects. Sprague
describes the conflict as a cleavage between “Irish
Catholic rednecks and the Episcopalian mine own-
ers of Colorado Springs.” This characterization
may be generally accurate. However, the mine
owners did not advance on a united front. While
Hagerman. Moffat, and Sam Altman were deter-
mined to hold the line against the striking miners at

Continued page 6
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any cost, other owners thought and behaved differ-
ently. W.S. Stratton and Jimmie Burns, perhaps
because of their working class backgrounds, man-
aced to reach an accommodation with workers at
their mines,

Second. the behavior of Governor Waite
was decidedly atypical. Rather than throwing the
weicht of the state on the side of the mine owners,
the governor supported the Western Federation of
Miners. This was certainly one of the rare instances
in U.S. history when the power of a goverment
militia was emploved to support striking workers.

The Cripple Creek Strike of 1894 lasted
130 days and $§3 million was lost in production and
wages. If it can be said that there are winners and
losers in strikes, this strike can be chalked up as a
victory for the miners since they were successiul in
restoring the status quo ante, $3 a day for 8 hours
labor.

By any standard, Colorado’s experiment

with Populist covernance produced a mixed record.
Some may argue that the Governor should be
lauded for redressing an egregious imbalance be-
tween labor and management in his handling of the
Cripple Creek miners’ strike. He also deserves
credit for his support of women’s suffrage in Colo-
rado. On the other hand. his handling of the
“Denver City Hail War” was certainly less than
adroit and his {andango dollar proposal was noth-

‘ing short of flakey.

The Populist governer paid the price for his
ineptitude at the polls in 1894 when he was
soundly defeated for reelection. Interestingly, a bit-
ter Davis Waite came to regret his support of
women’s suffrage as the fair sex joined their male
brethren 1n rejecting him at the polls.

Afier his forced retirement from politics,
Waite continued to speak and write passionately on
progressive topics. The former Populist governor
was silenced only when he suffered a heart attack
while peeling apples for his 1901 Thanksgiving
dinner.
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BORED???JOIN THE
BOARD

The Old Colorado city History Center nominating

committee has begun work on a slate of candidates
for 2008, If you have a heart for Westside history;

some time to give to a good cause; and, like getting

to know people with similar interests, give the com-
mittee a call.

There are five (5) board positions that need to be
filled this year. Board members serve for two (2)
vears. They need to attend monthly mectings in or-
der to plan day to day and long range activities for
the OCCHC,

For questions concerning serving on the OCCHC
Board or more information on this opportunity
please call:

Sharon Swint - 630-8384
Elinore Messerschmidt - 473-3642
Betsy Evans — 635-4782
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Visitors Welcome Prisoners of War during WWI]
=
During the summer months. visitors from 39 Camp, now Fort, Carson was one of the many
states signed our cuest book. We had 36 guests OW camp established in the USA to house Ger-
frort Arkansas. and 28 from Missouri. Twentv- man Prisoners of war. I am inierested In writing an
-~ 2 M ) 1 1 . & oy

one came from Texas. 19 from Kansas, 16 from articie about same.
[ndiara and 15 each from Towa and California.
T hirteen Oklahomans came te visit us. If anyvbedy krows a persen that was housed in the

camp, o7 was in anvway connected with the camp
Hundrods of Colorado people came by and then during the war Twould be very appreciative of
tirere waos a guy from Alaska! Also, a couple haviag them contact e,
SO Genoiuiu,

Mery Casey
We aiso. had visitors tfrom England, France. Ger- Lditor of West Word
manv, Japan, Canada and Puerto Rice. westsideri@comeast.net

Or write to Old Colorado City Historical Society
Leland Feitz 1 South 24th Street

{the corner of Pikes Peak & 24th Sireets)
{719) 636-1225



