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Labor vs Management

The Colorado City Strike
by Paul Shepard

What was it like living in Colorado City in
March of 19037 Armed troops set up camps in
various parts of the town to protect the citizens
from danger and keep the peace. Was the town
being invaded by outsiders determined to change
the social order? Didn’t the town have its own
law enforcement officials sworn to protect the
public? Why was the National Guard in Colorado
City?

The Mill and Smelter workers Union No.125 of
the Western Federation of Miners (Wk M) had
gone on strike at three gold processing mills
which were all located south of Highway 24 near
one or more of the railroad tracks: the Standard at
31st street, the Telluride at the site of the Golden
Cycle smokestack, and the Portland near the pre-
sent day rodeo grounds. The workers were de-
manding $2.25 for an eight-hour day, an increase
from $1.80 for twelve hours. This seemed like a
reasonable request considering the same union
had won $3 a day for eight hours in 1894 for the
miners in Cripple Creek. Also, during the elec-
tions of 1902 the people had voted to authorize
the legislature to enact $3 for the eight-hour day
in the mines and processing plants. However, the
General Assembly ignored the wishes of the vot-
crs and never passed the necessary legislation.

Many historians have written about the violence
of the strike in the Cripple Creek mining district

in 1903-1904. These historians have documented an
important part of the labor history in the United
States but usually just mentioned a strike occurred in
Colorado City. While there was no blood-bath in the
local strike, it did play an important role in the labor
wars in the mining areas of the West. One historian,
George G. Suggs, Jr., wrote a detailed account of the
strike in the 1967 Summer edition of the Colorado
Magazine entitled “Prelude to the Industrial Warfare:
The Colorado City Strike.” Later, in 1972, he pub-
lished a book called Colorado’s War on Militant Un-
ionism, which includes a chapter on Colorado City.
These are the main sources for this article.

What made the strike in Colorado City i finportant
that it required the National Guard when there were
only a little over 500 workers at the three mills and
not all of them went on strike? Of these employees
only about 60% walked out. In other parts of Colo-
rado, the WFM had successfully organized the mill
workers in 1902 and wanted to represent the workers
of Colorado City. This union had been successtul
during the 1893-1894 strike in Cripple Creck in a
different political environment. In 1892, Colorado
voters chose the Populist candidates for President,
Governor and two US Representatives. With Davis
Waite in the Governor’s office, the unions had an
ally. When the violence broke out in 1893 in Cripple
Creek, the Governor sent in troops to protect strikers.
The Populists also supported many policies that dif-
fered from the Democrats and Republicans, particu-
larly those that benefited unions. As an example of
the political climate, it was during this time that
women won the right to vote in Colorado almost
three decades before a constitutional amendment was

Continued page 3
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Explove the REAL History
at the
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HISTORY CENTER
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(719) 636-1225

FREE ADMISSION

Old Colorado City History Center encourages
you to attend its events, meetings, and pro-
jects. Please call 636-1225 for information

Winter Hours
(Seplember - June )

TUES—SAT 11 AM.to 400P.M,
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Visit our web site for even more history!

httpy/history.oldcolo.com
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passed giving all females in the United States the
right to vote. By 1903, the political power of the
Populists and their social welfare programs had
faded. Instead, the business wing of the Republican
Party had regained power in Colorado. In the elec-
tion of 1902, James Peabody, a respected business-
man from Canon City, won the Governor’s race and
he disliked unions.

Peabody believed the most important thing he could
do as Governor was make Colorado an attractive
place for capital investment. Strikes made Colorado
seem unstable and not a place that would attract in-
vestors, Also, like many other business leaders in the
state, he thought strikers were criminals. When they
struck they were violating property rights and depriv-
ing a man of the right to do what he wanted with his
own property. In addition he thought the Colorado
Constitution, which spelled out the rights of property
owners 1n its Bill of Rights, meant no strikes. Fur-
thermore, the WFM had a history of violence, and
Peabody saw the members of the union as insuirec-
tionists. socialists and anarchists. Most of the mill
and mine owners felt the same way.

On February 14th, when members of the union sub-
mitted their proposal to the management of the three
Luiis, ticy got mixed responses. Both Frank Feck,
Secretary-Treasurer of the Portland Mining Com-
pany and Hugh W. Fullerton, General Manager of
the Telluride Reduction Company, told the union
officials they would consider the demands and get
back to them. However, Charles M. MacNeill, Presi-
dent and General Manager of the United States Re-
duction and Refining Company (USRRC), refused to
talk to the union members nor read their proposat.
The union struck the Standard Mill and that night
seventv-six mill workers walked out. The USRRC
was the largest and oldest of these corporations. It
had seven plants located in Colorado with stockhold-
ers [rom various parts of the country and influential
officers, Spencer Penrose and Charles Tutt. These
men, who lived in Colorado Springs rather than
Coloradoe City, were not going to be intimidated by
this militant union. MacNeill asked the El Paso
County Sherift, W.R. Gilbert, for protection. It was
readily given and MacNeill and Penrose were depu-
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tized. The salaries of other deputies were paid by
the USRRC until the county could raise enough
funds to reimburse the company. Two weeks later
Peck and Fullerton formally rejected the union
proposal which expanded the strike to include ali
of the mills in Colorado City. Gilbert had 250
deputies to help keep peace at the Standard, so
when the other two mills requested deputies, the
Sheriff called on the Governor for help. He sent
an official petition asking the state to send in the
National Guard. On March 3rd, the Governor met
with the representatives of the mills to hear their
concerns. He, however, did not meet with repre-
sentatives of the union. Gilbert claimed the town
was on the brink of disaster, facing possible riots.
Conditions sounded drastic and the Governor be-
came concerned but did not know if he had the
legal right to send in troops. He called on Attor-
ney General, Nathan C. Miller, for a ruling. Miller
not only ruled that Peabody had the right to get
involved but also had a legal obligation to protect
endangered citizens of the state. Without consult-
ing the union officials nor the elected town ofii-
cials, he ordered Adjutant General Sherman M.
Bell, a former Rough Rider with President Teddy
Roosevelt, to mobilize the troops and go to Colo-
rado City.

Many citizens of the town were unhappy with the
Governor. The next day 125 residents signed a
petition denying the need for help. Unlike the
Sheriff, city officials sympathized with the con-
cerns of the strikers so the chief of police, city at-
torney and the mayor sent a telegram to the Gov-
ernor saying that no serious threat existed and lo-
cal law enforcement could take care of fist fights
and other incidents. Charles FH. Moyer, President
of the WFM, was furious and urged the Governor
to withdraw the troops. However, industrial lead-
ers throughout the state and nation sent telegrams
praising the Governor for his bold action. When
an investigation of the strike was held at a later
date. Sheriff Gilbert admitted under oath that no
riots took place but that he was afraid one might.
The Governor implemented a preemptive action
just to play it safe, which city officials and the un-
ion saw as an abuse of power.

Continued on page 3
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MARCH PROGRAM
“Three Generations Living & Working in El

Pasc County”
Friday, March 14", 2008 - Program begins a
11 a. m

Art Crawford, a retired raivosd man and
OCCHS member, will shara t tin

ily history going baclk to 1858 when his grands
ther first visited the T"zes E
generation earned their living
as pe 1 of rail iran ser*a"'“

WO uﬂg inson=s
- the Midland Rall-

way, the troliey system, and tr-day"“ rai!ro:ads
come h:ar nis oral history which gives histori-
ans an opportunity to captura parmmal sories

and unigue information f equently nct recordad
in a".y other way.
h ory Center opens at 10:30 a.m. for coffee

d museum visitaticn. Free. Bring your friends

Saturday March 28th 2 a.m. until about 4
p.m. Victorian Hat makmg Workshop

A historical clothing specialist, Danise Winters,
will conduct the workshop. Rezervations are
equired. limit 12 partici*)ants S48 plus cest of
some suppiies. Basic sewing skills reguire
information contact Jo Cervone at 265-8006 or
emall jocervone@comcasi.net

d for

e el

Red Rock Canyon Interpretive
Master Plan

Commenting on the Red Rock Canyon Interpretive
Master Plan at fast Thursday's Parks Soard meet-
ing, | stated a need for an interpretive center to en-
hance the Interpretive Plan and presentad a reauest
that the Parxs Board amend tha Red Rock Canyon
Master Plan to accommodate reuse of the Bock
Bomb Shelter as an interpretive center. | also pre-
sented graphics showing how the building might
look edapted for that use.

Tne Parks Board agreed o consider whether they
will consiger amending the Red Rock Canyon Mas-
ter Plan. They wiill have 2 informational presenta-
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tions on e Lomb shelter, one from 2ach side of the
issue, at thair [March meeling, After the pre5=“-5-
tions and pubiic input, the Parks Board will deci

whather they will c.msm‘e.r an amendmeant {o the
Red Rock Canyon Master Pian at their Aprif meeat-
ing. If they decide not {o consiger an amand-
ment, that would be a decision to go ahead with
demalition vreaumn.;, there could still b2 a
chance to take it to City Council.) If they decide to
censider amending the Red Rock Canyon Mastar
Plan, thay will then make a dzcision on amending
the plan at their April mesting.

he Department has sent out RFPs for tha pavilion
project and plans (o let the pavilion contract in 2
to 2-1/2 menths. That will be when demoiition of the
bomb shelter would begin if the Parks Board does
not dacide to amend the Rad Rock Canyon Master
Flan.

It will be important for anyone who can make it
ic go to the next Parks Board 1o support preser-
vation of the bemb shelter. Tne meating will be
March 13 at 7:20 AM in {he Parks & Recraation
building, 1401 Recreation Way. if you cant make
the mesting, a lettar to the Parks Soard would aiso
he!p:

Parks and Racreation Advisory Board

ATTN J im Schwerin, Chair

1401 Recreation V\.fey

Colorado Springs, CO 80805

Currently, | am thinking that my presentation ma:
include a comparison of 3 plans, A) praservation
and adaptive reuse of the entire building, B) preser-
vatizn and adaptive rause of only the bomb sheitar
and office, with the garage / shop part of the build-
ing being ramoved, and C) pressrvation of only the
rear wail gs a retaining wail Malt Mayberry said at
the Parks Board meeting that Plan C was what he
would like to see "from a cultural servicss perspec-
tive."

| would very much appreciate your suggesticns
as to how we can be most effective.

. And, i hope that you will encourage other psonla
who are concern=d with preservetion to attend the
next Parks Board meeting.
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It seemed the sinkers were ¢ U""ﬂ\.d if the miils re-
mained open which was likely to be the case now
ities and the Naronal Guard
were there to protect the plants. There was no short-

age of labor as new imm moving west 1o
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ants were

=

Colorado. In addiiion to these new
ploved o the former silver mining

arrivals. wo "i-;c I3
who had been ¢n
camps needed jobs. It would not be |
placement workers. However, one weapon the union
d,d have was the miners in C upp Creek. [fthere

was no ore, the miils would not be able to stay open.
The leaders of the WEFM Lknew this and threatened to
strike any mine that shipped gold to these mills: over
§0% of the miners in the Cripple Creck District were
wion. Plus, problems created by the

L
fresh in the minds

hard to tind ve-

members of the
strike of a decade earlier were still
of the residents. The mavor of Victor and business
leaders became concerned and urged compromise.
In addition, ical leaders
came nerv ova ’«mJ on March 9, 1905,
passed a resolution calling for arbitration. As far as
MacNeill was concerned, there was no need for arbi-
tration and he saw compromisc as a s1gn of weakness
that would just encourage more insurrection. Re-
sides, he asserted that all of his empleyees were =at-
1sfied and it was outsiders who were stirring up the
conflict. Sienificantly, leck and Fullerton broke
their agreement with MacNeill and were then willing
(o submit 1o arbitration. The President of the Port-
land Mining Company. James Burns, had a goud
working relationship with the union and wanted to
keep it that way. The Tellurnde could not afford a
prolonged strike, Getung different information from
his constituents, Governor Peabody decided he
needed to sce for himselfif the troops should remain,
so ke visited Colorado City. After talking with em-
olovees of the Standard Mill, company officials. and
local leaders. he concluded the militia should stay.
He did not meet with eny of the strikers during his
fact-finding trip nor did e at anytime during the
conflict rely on any informatuion provided by those
on strike.

s throughout the state he-

, the Tegislature

N

When Movers and William D. Havword, seerctarv-

treasurer of the WEM, heard of Peabody’s decision.

they reiterated their threat of expanding the illll\C
The fear of conflict in Cripple Creck motivated th
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General

Assambly to -"*L,J' Uy ask the State Boasd ot Arhi-
tration to see what could be dene. Henze. Prabody
responded by inviting Moyers, representativas of
the mills, the Adjutant General, the Attorney Gen-
eral and representatives of the legisiature to meet
with bim. By attendine. no one was required to
make any commilln
Pesides, Atorney General Miller
Govemnor ithat compulsory arbitration was
stitutional.

rents or change any positions.
ad advised ithe
uncon-

Atter the meeting, the Portiand and Tellunde man-
agement and the union reached an acreement
which included an uﬂht—l;-. i dW\ . No discrmina-
tion, reinstatement of sirikers and a pledgee for fu-

Both mills hecame fuily

fure discussions of wuges

mionized. MaeNell lmft the meeting, but lator re-
tned at the Governor's request. and then agreed
1o some of the recmmmc*mntivn" Ut retused (o re-

ers with unicn workers, recognize
11*" union or discuss wapes. Consagquently. the
strike conuinued at the Standard MBI Aftera

threatened lawsuit by the WFM zgainst the Sheriif
and officers of the Natonal Guard, the tronps wiih-
drew from town on Mazch 19th, Onee acain Colo-
rado City was under the control of focaily elected
officials.

place strikebrea

When MacNeill and the union could not agree, the
WEM asked the mines to stop shinment to all mills
owned by the USRRC. Responding to a nossible
strike, Mayor Nelson Tranklin of Victor led a dele-
gation to Colorado Springs to meet with MacNeill,
urging the manager of the Standard to reafize he
needed to compromise. About the sarae time the
Grevernor apﬂomtr‘d an advisory hoard to investi-
gate. MacNetll finally made seme concessions
which did not include recogaition while Moyvers
cave up several demands, This compromise fed to
a temporary truce.

ac agreed to by both sides was to rehire the
formu‘ 51111\615. MaeNetil 1utcrpretcd this 1o mean
ha would gzive those who had walked out jobs as
thev becamc available. The union zhought these
former emplovees should get the same jobs they

“'h

Concinued page 6
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had before the strike even if that meant the replace-
ments had to be fired. The WEFM appealed to the
Governor’s advisory committee, saying MacNeill
had acted in bad faith and broken the terms of the
agreement. The advisory committee sided with the
corporation. Therefore, on July 3rd, the truce ended
and the strike resumed.

By August there was still no settlement . When the
union attempted to meet with MacNeill, he once
again said, in effect, no discussions were necessary
because his employees were satisfied and did not
want a union. In response, the WFM called a strike
in the Cripple Creek mining district. Instead of
stopping shipment of ore, the Mine Owners Asso-
ciation responded by saying they would hire per-
manent replacements. The WEM had much more
power in the mining district, and a prolonged strike
took place. The strike in Colorado City was over-
shadowed by events in Cripple Creck. When the
miners lost the strike, the fate of Colorado City was
sealed.

What might have happened had the USRRC and
the WI'M reached an agreement? How much vio-
lence could have been prevented? The failure to
settle the Colorado City Strike led to the bloody
Crinple Ceealodghor vware of 16073 and 1904, Even-
tuallv, the union lost, When violence broke out in
Cripple Creek, the Governor declared martial law,
sent in troops, removed local officials, jailed union
members, suspended habeas corpus. deported un-
ion members, and broke the union. There were
casualties on both sides. Bitterness, particularly
against the union, began and lasted for years. One
of the most powerful unions in the West, the
WFM, would no longer be a force in Colorado and
would soon disband. Some remaining active mem-
bers of the WFM would join the Industrial Workers
of the World. Governmental interference in labor
management conflict had been legitimized. Also,
breaking the union in El Paso County affected po-
litical power for decades as Republican Presiden-
tial candidates won every election after the strike
cxcept in 1936, When the strike faded away, the
owners of the Standard Mill built a social club for
their employees located in the building that now
houses the number 5 fire station and set a prece-
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dent for labor and management different from col-
lective bargaining. Penrose, Tutt and their families
created one of the most philanthropic organizations
in the state as well as making many contributions
to the county. Unions in the area were ineffective
for decades. This strike definitelv influenced the
history of the Pikes Peak Region as well as the la-
bor movement in the entire United States.

R

?\

,\ Omitted from the treasurer’s report in tne February &
%‘ 2008 West Word is the fact that the Book and Gift “&‘
> . Shop was able to transfer an additional amount of
/“ " $2000 to the Historical Society in 2007, which rep- i"
2{ resentad the profit from sales of gifts items and
“ books (other than the Howbert book).

B < As the treasurer’s report indicated $3520 was a
2 transfer in December of 2007 as the retail sales of ¥/
f the Howbert book published by the society. The
; “total transfer of funds during 2007 by the Book and
< Gift shop to the Historical Societv was $5,520. A e
)& great deal of gratitude and thanks go to the many ,,

< volunteers who daily open the museum doors and

hopt to make a couple of sales. Their efforts 1eally &
’; do make a difference! e
&
’i{‘ Betsy Evans
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~in Memory of William Leslie Atkins

The Old Colorado City Historical Society lost one
of'its greatest benefactors when William Leslic
Atkins died August 15, 2007, in Waxahachie,
Texas at age 98, Leshe Atkins was the channel
through which a priceless collection of Old Colo-
rado City memorabilia passed to our History Cen-
ter.

Mr. Atkins was injured in a fall while visit-
ing in Colorado Springs last summer, and was
treated at Penrose Hospital for a number of com-
plications. He returned home with a daughter
shortly before his death in Waxahachie.

As personal representative, Mr. Atkins set-
tled the estate of his cousin, Luther McKunight. at-
ter McKnight dies May 7, 1986. McKnight left a
house he had lived in for 85 years filled with his-
toric items from Colorado City, which were
packed away in every nook and cranny, attic to
crawl space. Mr. Atkins searched out these items
and passed them on for storage to Luther’s friend,

— Ralph Conner.

Mr. Conner had rented space at 1672 South
21" in 1985 to store historic items until OCCHS
had a building in which to keep them. Besides
McKnight's artifacts the building temporarily
housed items from the Ellis and Rymer families,
among others. Liliane Ross, Joyce Johns, Dorothy
MecGlasson and Virginia Cox began the formidable
job of accessioning.

Before his death Mr. McKnight had ar-
ranged for the Old Colorado City Historical Soci-
ety to benefit from more than $100,000 he had ac-
cumulated during his hifetime. In a variety of jobs,
and with a mynad of interests, Mr. McKnight had
collected everything from photographs to street-car
transfers which were passed on from his estate.

In his conscientious salvage efforts, and his
cooperation in finances. Leslie Atkins helped
make possible the present day museum. An im-
portant part of our Colorado City history has been
preserved, thanks to Luther McKnight and his late
cousin, Leslie Atkins.

From Ralph Conner
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Just whao was St. Patrick?

The person who was to become St. Patrick, the patron saint of
Ireland, was born in Wales about AD 385, His given name was
Maewyn, and he almost didn't get the job of bishop of Ireland

because he lacked the required scholarship.

Far from being a saint, until he was 16, he considered himselfa
pagan. At that age, he was sold into slavery by a eroup of irish
marauders that raided his village. During his captivity, he be-
came closer to God.

Hc escaped from slavery after six vears and went to Gaul
where he studied in the monastery under St. Germain, bishop
of Auxerre for a period of twelve years. During his training he
became aware that his calling was to convert the pagans to
Christianity.

His wishes were to return to Ireland, to convert the native pa-
gans to Chrislianity. But his superiors instead appointed St.
Palladius. But two vears later, Palladius transferred to Scotland.
Patrick, having adopted that Christian name earlier, was then
appointed as second bishop to Ireland.

Patrick was quite successful at winning converts. And this fact
upset the Celtic Druids. Patrick was arrested several times, but
escaped each time. He traveled throughout Ireland, establishing
monasteries across the country. He also set up schools and
churches which would aid him in his conversion of the Irish
country to Christianity.

His mission in Ireland fasted for thirty vears. After that time,
Patrick retired to County Down. He died on March 17 in AD
461, That day has been commemorated as St. Patrick's Day
cver since.

Much Irish folklore surrounds St. Patrick's Day. Not much of it
is actually substantiated.

Some of this lore includes the belief that Patrick raised people
from the dead. He also is said to have given a sermon from a
hilltop that drove all the snakes from Ireland. Of course, no
snakes were ever native to Ireland, and some people think this
is a metaphor for the conversion of the pagans. Though origi-
nally a Catholic holy day, St. Patrick's Day has evolved into
more of a secular holiday.
One traditional icon of the day is the shamrock. And this stems
from a more bona fide Irish tale that tells how Patrick used the
three-leafed shamrock to explain the Trinity, He used it in his
sermons to represent how the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit coutd all exist as separate elements of the same entity.
His followers adopted the custom of wearing a shamrock on his
fcast day.
The St. Parrick's Day custom came to America in 1737, That
was the first year St. Patrick's Day was publicly celebrated in
this country, in Boston.
Today, people celebrate the dav with parades. wearing of the
green, and drinking becr. One reason St. Patrick's Day might
have beconie so popular is thar it takes place just a few days
before the first day of spring. One might say it has become the
first green of spring.

Copyright &3 1999, 2003 by Jerry Wilson
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Several months ago the OCCHS Board formed a volunteer “Committee for the Future of the
Oid Colorado City rlistoricar Hocioy” o luok 1ato the tuture and repoit back to the membeisig and
the Board. The purpose of the committee was to consider how the Society might better operate even
more soundly in the future by developing a much needed ten year visionary/strategic plan.

A cross section of the members of the Society were asked to join the committee in this excit-
ing endeavor. Several brainstorming sessions led by Barbara Barbaro were held at which sixty ac-
tivities, some specific goals, and eleven categories were developed plus some sub-committees werc
formed.

In February the Vision Steering Committee met and were asked to draft their vision statement
which will be revised at the next meeting to come up with a final vision statement. The Research,
Internal Appearance and Technical/Digitization Sub-Committee gave their reports. Other sub-
committees like Education, Physical Facilities, Volunteer and Membership will be formed.

Members will be asked to join these sub-committees. If any of you would be interested in be-
ing on these sub-committees, let the Vision Steering Committee know. There will be monthly meet-
ings of the Vision Steering Committee at which the sub-committees will make brief reports. With
this Vision Steering Commitice and all the sub-committees, we can look forward to the next decade
of keeping the history of Old Colorado City and the Westside alive.

Bev Disch
President



