LR

Volurmme 24, Nurnber 6

August, 2000

The Colorado Midland Band

by Mel McFarland

The subject of this article is brought out by
the name of a certain piece of music recently
spotted by Dave Hughes. A little band was the
outgrowth of a desire for city status in 1804 As
in the case with quite a few Colorado towns,
then forging upon an era of growth and acti vity,
Colorado City was in want of a band. As the
subject became more and more a wpic of
conversation, a meeting was called and matiers
discussed. Tt was not until the evening of June
12, 1804 that this band was completely
organized, but without an official name. But
those steps led to one of the best musical
organizations in the west

It might be ofsome interest to some of vou to
know who composed the first members of the
best band of Colorado City, please take note the

following Al Newberry, Julius F. Falk , H.L
Shantz, 5.0, Lynn, H. Creebough , T.W. Brand , T
H . Kellyy, W. Kahl, Elmer Kendall, Charles
Magnussun, Walter Clark, and Cad Leffler who
presided owver this organization. The band
showed little progress and Carl resigned a short
time. W. Must a Midland fireman assumed
leadership of the band, but was transferred to
the western end of the railroad before he
scarcely had a chance to accomplish anything as
a director and the band wag again in want of a
director.

Howard Creebough was prevailed upon to
conduct the band, and held that position onlya
short time. In recalling some of the incidents of
band lifz in those days a band member became
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OCCHS Monthly Meetlng & Program is held at 11 am. onibe -gt"\ “ o
secorxd Frday of each month, except durlng June, July, and -
August. The History Center opers at 1o a.m. onthe day of the
meeting for refresbments and visltatlon. The program

beglts at 11 am. This noeetingis fiee and open to the public
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sz AMeine by c?/ §

S B. Cuvient

{of. May 2009 at ape 9 8-5/2)

Ira Current, the oldest member of our society at his passing, was a
great contributor to our Society's praphic knowledpe of the great pold
mill and railroad dayve of Colorado City. Bomn in Colorado Springs in
1910 and living in his vouth on the far west side of Colorado City he
was a budding still and motion picture photoprapher - who matured
into a full and very long career in the photopraphy, arts, and sciences
at Apfh Ansco Company, in Navy service in WWIL at the Rochester
Institute of Technolopy and even working with the Smithsonian Institute, and with caty television.
But even as a teen vouth in Colorado City he has left us in our archives and on our web site, and
on Penrose Public Tibrary Cable Channel wonderful still and moving pichures of boys growing up
in Colorado City, charging down hills in the earliest Soap Box racers, on skis, climbing rocks, and
of the mighty engines and of the Midland Railroad. He donated owver 60,000 negatives, prints and
glides as well as over zoo,0o0 et of 16 mm movies, amassed over a 7 decade span, to the archives
of the University of Colormado. He left us and the world priceless scenes we now cherish.

CALLING ALL DESCENDENTS
OF EARLY COLORADO CITY
RESIDENTS!

OOCHS imdies membears and non-mambars o

share thelr Gmify hlsitory,
aspaciafly storfes amd mamantos befora rorz.

During this Sesquicentennial year, we have
dis covered the richness of untold family histories
ar several people have contacted our website or
the History Center. Some think that their stories
are just “everyday, nothing noteworthy”, but put
together, they give our archives a truer pichure of
life during the eady days. And some have even
found connections with some of our current
members, such as class mates.

These histories are most imporant for our
records. We don't want to lose them!

Pleage phone, write or email the History Center to
let us know of vour interest We will be glad t©
contact vouw

AUGUST 28 AFATOUR

Ag the newsletter poes to press, plane for the
memberr only tour of the Air Foree Academy
and the historic Buwpess cabin site are still
tentative with our AFA contacis.

All interested OCCHS members ehould call or
email the History Center by August 18 We will
contact you with detailk and final plans,
including transporation and lunch.

A LETTER to OCCHS

One of the letters sent with donations for the
Sesquicentennial Monument

“The encised check & fo be donafed for the
momimant o fonor of my grandparanis, Briuro
and Ftha! Vogler, and my father, Louds Stark

Bruno Vogler was an enginear for the Afdfzna
Ralfroad.

Etha! Voglar was one of the rsf felephone
oparators in Colorado Gty

Lok Stark was at one tiime employed af Goldan
Cycle MY as were othar membars of my famify

Keep up the pood work Wifr I were closar o
wlunieear

Sincaraly,
Fat Stark facobs, Teard OR"

OCCHS NEEDS
YOUR HELP!

The Archives/Artifacis departent s
proceeding with a major project io modernize
and protect our large collectlon of
photographs and archives by diglilzing ithis
fascinaiing collecion! Howeves, we need a
dedicated compuier to accomplish this taslc
A new scanner has already been donated. The
expense for the computer though, 1s not In
our budget so we're loolkdng for commundty
support. Any donatlons of equipment or
money deslgnated for this Intent 1s welcome.
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one of the best musicians in the band gaid, "We
ventured out one ewening t© do a litle
serenading and undertook to playva piece on the
march, but the attempt was a complete failure.”
This litle experience disheartened several of the
boys, for boyws they were or neary so and for a
time it was thought the band would break up,
but some of its members managed t© keep up
enough enthusiasm to keep the band together.
Shortly afterward a fourth leader was installed.

This time it became the duty of Georpe E
Stuart to wield the baton. While Mr. Stuart held
this position the band advanced in music and in
memberhip. On the 8th of May, 1895 the band
gave it first public concert and was patronized
well Tt proved to be a success both musically
and financially and created such an enthusiasm
among the members and the public penerally
that a renewed spint was invoked at its future
rehearsals and each member worked hard for
the success of their organization. The proceeds
of their initial concert was devoted to the
pwchase of uniforms. Considerable outside
plaving was done during the summer of this
vear and the winter found the memberr more
anxious than ever to advance the cause.

One evening in May, 1806 after an enjoyvable
rehearsal was over a few of the enthusiasts
remained in the rehearsal room to talk over
band matters. The membership had then
passed the twenty mark and more uniforms
were necessary . It was at this lithe meeting that
the idea of having the milroad officially sponsor
the proup was conceived, the proposition
however was not openly discussad until several
wieeks later when the matter was brought before
a meeting of all the members. The proposition
was heartily approved by all and plans were
immediately adopted for the reorganization of
the band. After the reorganization was
consummated the objects of the band were laid
before the officiale of the road, and while they
acceptad the idea in a most gratifving manner,
they were more or less handicapped in giving
the organization much financial assistance, for
the road was then in the hands of the receiver.
Their pood will, howewer, lended much in
advancing the organization and in a short time
the band was in possession of new uniforms.
This time the design was of the Ute Indian,
symbol of the Colorado Midland. As a band their
uniform consisted of a repulation Indian
headdress, buckskin suit, moccasins, with
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hunting ghirt, the pantaloons being fringed with
rad wvelvet The headdress was made by the
Sioux Indians on the Pine Ridpge Beservation in
Dakota, while the stripes of paint which
ornamented the faces of the musicians in truly
Indian style was painted by a Ute artist from
Grand Junction. Drum Major W.H. Bosworth
was a siriking feature. Being six feet six, the
headpgear made him owver eight feet tall, at zzo
pounds, he made his dmum major evolutions
with a long Indian spear. On his arm he camried
a tall Colorade Midland Indian shield. Tater
traditional blue uniforms replaced the
bucksking, which were then only used for
special occagions.

Mr. Chades Dipp had been enpaged to
conduct the Colorade Midland Band and in
October, 1896 the band made its debut in
Denver at the Festival of Mouniain and Plain
and carried off first prize in a contest of twenty-
two musical ompanizations. Upon their retwmn
home they were received with open arms 5o to
spealy, by the public spirited residenis of
Colorado City. The officials of the road also
renewed their confidence in the organiration
and did all in their power to ad vance the cause.
The band continued to prosper, the
memberhip increased and it reputation as a
band spread from ocean to ocean. The band
traveled the country, including wips to
Was hinpgton, D.C. for inaupural parades.

In 1897 it began it season's work with two
dayv engapement at Denver City Park Shortly
after it plaved asixdayengapementin Salt Lake
City, Uah for the pioneer's jubilee, a two day
engapement at Grand Junction and numerous
minor engagements besides a series of thirty
engagements at Manitouw Tt went to Denver
again and competed with twenty other bands
for honorw and was given third place, the
McCoolk, Nebraska band taking second, and the
Teluride band first. Farly in November Mr. WO,
Bames of Colorado Sprngs succeeded Mr
Chades Dipp as director of the band. Mr. Baimes
caused a great change in the condition of this
famous organization. Mr. Bames, a man of high
mugical education and ability, and his
interpretation of such composers as Rossini,
Wagner, Sousa, and other famous wiiters is
something most pleasing in the ear of a musical
admirer., Tater a unique piece was
commissioned, the Colorado Midland March, Tt
was used regularly in parades and used to open
FUmMmer concens.
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The Colomdo Midland Band grew to a
memberhip of thirty five men and hardly a day
passed but what brought application for
memberhip from musicians both east and
west. Duwring its orpanization it eamed in the
neighborhood of four thousand dollars, owned
a larpe library of music of both classics and
popular grades owns over %500 worth of
instruments and has the finest instrumentation
and set of instruments of any band in the
United States

One of the beautifil fatwes of the
organization was the character of its members.
The use of intoxicanis was strictly forbidden at
it concerns, and noapplicant was accepted who
waes addicted to the influence of liquor. Some
four-fifihe of s members were emplovees of
the various deparntments of the Midland shops,
and when not working for the company they
devoted their spare time to the interesE of the
band.

Over the years the bands membership
chanpged as the men changed jobes, but the
tradition grew. The band playved monthly, and
wieekly conceris in area band shells. In early
August, 1918 the Colorado Midland Railroad
stopped running trains. The concerts in 1018
wiere scheduled right up through September,
and were not canceled. Unce the Colorado
Midland wags closed formally in 1920, the band,
for a time became the Colorado City Band, but
it eventually faded away was the members left
for other railroads or bands.

SHAMROCK RANCH

By David Wismer, with Gary T, Wiight

The story of Shamrock ranch is essentially the
story of eadiest Uld Colorado City's prime
lumber supply. Author/Owner Mr, Wismer told
its history well during his book signing at
OCCHC on (date unsure). His ranch is still the
larpest undeweloped property in presentday
Black Forest covering approximately 4 square
miles. Dwing its plory daws the then-named
“Pinery” was the worlds’ largest concentration of
Ponderosa Pine, according to one Pikes Peak
Cog Railway conductor. The trees often grew to
3 it in diameter, and Irving Howbert wrote of his
hauls to-and-from the saw mills as a two day
ordeal for a very yvoung man Wagon break-
downs under the heavy loads were a constant
hazard, as were attacks by hostile Plaing tribes
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during the eady wears up to 1860 and the
decisive defeat of Tall Bull's Chevenne Dog
Soldiers near Steding, Colorado. The tribes
favored the Pinery location for concealed base
camps.

One of the Pinery's catiest of'the 1 5 orso saw
mills was operated by owr own Calvin Husted,
who popularized the Victorian-style Husted
House at joth and Bijou. Calvin prospered for
many vears in his businesses and eventually
controlled extensive holdings in the Pinery. But

tragedy stuck him down later in life.
Alcoholism  abetted several poor business
decisions, seriously depleteing his Briune.

Eventually his wifz and family left him and he
died a pauper at the Fl Paso County Poor Farm
at 21st5treet and Rio Grande Street.

Another notable owner in the ranch’s history
was the Maria McKean Allen Family of
Philadelphia. Husband and banker Ben Allen
manaped the ranch and raised pure bred short-
hom cattle. They also built what was known as
Cheyenne Cowt in the Broadmoor area, the
remnants of which now operate as the Fpiscopal
Church of Ow 5Savior Chevenne Court
contained 72 rooms to support it extensive staff
and activities for some time until M. Allen
discovered MMr. Allen's extra-marital activities
around 1920 in one of the aforementioned
rooms. He told her to pack up and leave. She
told him the house and the money were hems
and ordered him out 5She then ordered
Cheyenne Court torn down, perhaps to assuape
her umbrape. Mada raved the bricks and roof
tiles to build todays Cheyvenne Place, which she
willed to the Episcopal Church upon her death
in 1950, The rebuilt estate contained a mere 26
roomes and exisE as you might view it today
MMrs. Allen had enough bricks left over to build
the magnificent wall suwrrounding the place.
Craftismanship was excellent. During myseveral
towrs there a8 a maintainance mason, Tve not
found a single crack.

Mr. Wismer pays due respect to the turbulent
weather atop our “Divide”, adding to the repors
of both Major Marcy and Trving Howbert. He
mentions the severe blizzard of Holloween Oct
30, 1864 which became one of many hards hips
which beset the jrd Colorado Yolunteer on its
approach to the historically sipnificant Sand
Creek Battle.

If vou favor old area photos as much as 1 do,
I s umise yvou will enjoy Mr. Wismer's book

Reviewed by Curt Neelfey
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New Acquisitions at the History Center

By Barbara Barbaro

The foffowdng are arochives amd artffacts recentiy recelved by the Ofd Cobrado City Hktorkal Socilaty throush
the ganarosfy and thoughifitiness of many peopk:
*Ore cart rack found under the foundation of a home in Colorado City, fiom Buss Dearborn of Colorado Springs

*Several Items of clothing, including a vintage man's frock coat, vest and top hat, and four costume dresses
deplicting the era of Colorado City, fiom OCCHS member Lucille Cunningham

*Handmade wooden box, patented February 19, 188g, fiom OCCHS member Liz Geiss
*Padr of women's white gloves, frorn OCCHS member Martha Curry

*Complkte set ofall Hub articles writen by OCCHS member Dave Hughes {on indefinkte loan to the Society),
and a 1976 Colorado Springs centennial calendar antographed by Dr. Havey Caner of Colorado Collepe, fiom
Dave Hughes

*Tar embossed “McLaughling Manor House Coffee”, and a wooden Kraft Amerkcan Cheese box, circa 1940, fiom
OCCHS member Marpe Knoty

*Book, “Cheyenne Mountain Eanch”, by Marshall Sprague, fiom Laurie Golding fiom Austin, Texas

*Four newspapers, including Colorado Springs Independent dated 6/20/19 24, The Itls dated 12/2/1800, Evening
Telepraph dated 12/4/1901, and the Gazetie Tekpraph dated 5/24/1976, fiom Juana Noble of Colorado Sprinps

*Vintape clothing, including scarves, lce mits, blouse, “double” cape, and mother-of-pearl small box, fiom
Barbara Fast of Point Arena, California

*yictorian period costumnes and accessories fiom Dick Dalley of Colorado Springs
*Book, “Florksant Colorado Pionear Cemetery” from aunthors Laura Monctiefand Nancy Boyd, of Tlorksant

*Book, “Book of Colorado Sprinps”, dated 1933 by Manley Ormes, signed by Robert Ormes, fiorm Bev and Jim
MMason

*Military officer’s undress cap, circa 1895, fiom Bert Stewart of Cascade

Van Tour: Glorieta Pass o COLORADO ¢,
TE 4ty

Civil War Battlefield
Friday & Saturday, September 25 & 26

Follow the route of the Colorado wvolunteors J \ w
fiom Fort Unlon, NM to Glorieta Pass, w.-f)

Friday, September z5:

&30 AM: Leave the OCCHC for Fort Unlon
National Historic Park for a 45 minute puidad G Y-

tow. Following the tour, we will go to the Baptist 4&5 - AND (. (}Uh ™G
Conference Center near the Glorleta Batdefield

for dinner, lodeing, and an educational propram. MESSAGES FOR THE FUOTUORE
Saturday, September 26

55511”1"35”“”% i

900 AM: Leave for Pecos National Historic Park Add your words to the Sesql:ucenten_mal
for a gpuided tour of the Glorieta battle slies. Time Capsule --- to be read in 5o years?
Following the tour, return to Colorado Springs. 100 years? Even 150 years?

Cost per person: 37 5 {double occupancy) to $1o0 lPlease: submit your comments to the
{sinple occupancy) History Center by August 1oth.

Sign up deadline: WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1. The time capsule burial ceremony will

Contact Phil McDonald at 71g¢-532-0881 or | be Wednesday, August 12 at 5:30 p.m. on
philmed@comcastnet to sipn up, or for further the OCCHS Memorial Patio, with a special
information. toast to our founders.
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From the President’s Desk-~

The month of August means Founder's Day
weekend..a highlipht of owr Sesquicentennial year!
For times and dates, check the monthly calendar
or call the History Center. Don't miss Friday's Art
Show & Sak featwing artworks by member, Jack
Eksttom, with a wine and cheese reception Jo
Cervone has planned a wide variety of vendors
and enterainment in Bancroft Park on Saturday
The 6g-member concert band will pedform at
noon and mmedbiely folbwing the “Midland
Band March”, the hktorical monwment will be
unveiled and dedicated about 1235 pam We
ezpecially welcome members of the Jacob Schimitt
and Judge Stone families who will be attending
fiorn Idaho and Indiana.

Meanwhlile you can wander through the 1862
Union Army Dodd's Company C Chvil War
encampment, join the Victorln Dancers, visit the
Gandn Cabin and ow Museum, or even join the
rydwing the Gunfiphters porrayalofthe Deviin
rial

The HistoryCenter's Memorial Patio will be the
shte when the time capsule &k buwried on Aug. 12th,
memorbld bricks are phced, and a special toast to
ow founders,

Needless to say, volunizers for these events are
graatly neaded - especilly for Founders Day and
the Cemetery Crawl Please contact the History
Center if you can help. As the Tuesday Nighis In
Juwy programs end, we thank ow program
presentors and members: Ben Benolt, Thil
McDonald, Don Ellis, Merrityn Caduff, and Bill
Foernet, the Ice Cream Social chaleman: Marpe
Enotrr, ths Maripreen Pines Tour chair Jo Cervone
{also our fabulous medi “pwu™, the fknts of
additional media spechlists Don Ellis, Jack
Ekstrom, Dave Huphes, and ow falthful “prounds
keepers™ Janice deChadenedes, Judy Willey,
supervising voluntears fiom Goodwill.

At the AupustOCCHS Board mesting, two new
positions were approved. Betsy Evans Is reducing
her hows in the Bookstore so we are looking for a
new Bookstore Manager. Besys shoes have grown
larper over the past eipht years and we are thankfid
she will continue o share her expertse! Bebecca
Claak hazs been orpanking the Bookstore
bookkeeping onto the computer. Suzie Schorsch
and othars have asswmned some responsibilities,
and a Bookstore Manager decision will be reached
before September 1.

With the Increasing nwmber of volunteers and
propet in the archival and collections areas,
Barbara Barbaro was appointed w the new
position  of “Coordinator of Collections
Department”. W thank Barbara and her group as
we see thk area continue o grow. “In the works™ is
a new exhibit In late Aupust featwring the 1909-
1935 Fremont Experimental Forest {above the
Manftou Incline) coordinated with member, Eric
Swab, and sponsored by the US. Forast Servica,

OCCHS, and Friends of the Peak. Bring yowr filends
to the musewmopen house on Friday evening, Sept
oand Eric’s propram on Friday morning, Sept 12,

OCCHS was recently avwarded the Bookshelf
collection of reference books and materiak valuad
about 3goo fiormn the Insttute of Museum and
Library Services. These will be a very valuable
respowrce in the Collections Department

Begards to all,

~ (banre Kadaon

Treasurer’s Report
June-July 2009

As of Board Meeting time, 20 July, owr fund for
the Monument reached and exceaded owr poal of
S11,500. We have 312007 in hand as of this
nevwsletier, with some other pledpes promised. 5o
we are 567 over what we contracted for with
Wilhelon Monuwments, There may be a faw more
expenses related to the monument but any
swplus will po to continued Sesquicentennial
Celebration expenses.

As T have warned before, the economy has so
forced down interest rates that we would be lucky
to earn even Szoo00 fiom ow invested Endowment
Funds by December. We were facing even lower
rates until we took advantage of an opporunity to
put some of ow szavinps Into a much higher
earninps BEevenue Bond On July 22d we bought a
350,000 ‘A’ rated 15 year Colorado Sprinps Hospitl
Bond earning g.75% Inierest, payable semi
annually, Only cost us a $254.95 preminm. We left
the balance of owr savings, which Includes the rest
of owr Endowment find - 55079840 In owr
checking account for now. We may put the 5 40,600
portion of that which is the babince of our Fixed
Endowment - into a Bond hier.

S0 we may be getting back w earning at least
35,000 a year — again - fiom owr Endowinent fund,
the earnings of which the Board may expend as
neaeded. Which amount is at lbast 20% of owr toial
annual revenue. We will need it Owr insurance st
went up, as has ow event printing, security,
postage costs, owr waier bill is poing to double in
time, and we have another flakey firnace.

I can thank Mailyn Eisenhaw, Financial
Advisor In the local Westide Edward Jones office
for letting me know such a high yvield bond was
available, {it sold out fast) Marllyn k a true {botn
and ralsed) Westider, Coronado High praduate,
and Repk Colkepe Accounting deprae praduate.
Several years with Jones. She was looking out for us.
I think I persuaded her to become a member Our
society needs financial knowledpe like hers In
these coming tipght times

Dave Hughes, Treasiner
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AUGOST CALENDAR

Bolalrating F50 Foars 0/ Polorado g Tisrmy (1850.2008)

Friday, August 7 ARTWALK - Art Show & Open House at History Center Museum
§HISPM.  (Cgllection of varied media by Jack Ekstrom, local artist, featuring scenes of Old
Colarada City, Proceeds berefit History Center & Muzeurn Beception,

Saturday, August 8 Annual Founder's Day & Sesquicentennial Celebration
in Bancmoft Park (W, Colomdo Averue & 24th St) Free
Sill 3 Arts & Crafte and Entertainment in the Park, Carvin Cabin open
Sill 3 Civil War Portrayal of 1 %62 Union Military Encampment, Dodds' Company
Ia:30 Local Victoran Society Dancers, with audience partic ipation
MNoon Mew Horizonz Band Concert with Ed Nuccio,
bBreak at 1 2130, continue o i g
IZ25 Dedication of O2CHS Historical Mornument to City of Colomdoe Springs
z il 3 For ky Mountain Gunslingers & Devlin Trial

Wednesday, August 12 Ceremony to Bury Time Capsule
5:30 P.M. Hiztory Center Memorial Patio - followed by reception and nuseun visitation
If vou wizh to ibclude a meszage for finare generations, please submit By Anost
1o to the History Center

Sunday, August z3 Cemetery Crawl Fundraiser at Fairview Cemetery
'l z Hiztorical vignettes portra ving life fand death) firom earliest Colomda City daye.
Ceontact History Clenter for tickets and more information, Last tour Begine = pm

Friday, August z8 Members Only Tour - Air Force Acadermy & Historic Burgesz Cabin
Bezervations required,

NEW Ausewsn Hours! Tues. threr Sgf, 15 -4 plus Julv £ August Sundayy 1 't g Fee Admission




