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The Colorado City Blacksmith Family

by Dave Hughes

Right in the middle of Colorado City, one
block south of Colorado Avenue on todays
2th Street - gth Street then - was the long
lasting Schweikhardts Blackemith shop. As
soon as the filwt two automobiles appeared in
Colorado City in 1908, it alko became also the
earliestand a long lasting Auto Repair business.

Everybody flom three genemtions of the
Schweikhardts family were involved with the
business between 1908 and 194 4. Fortunately
for our collection of Colormado City and
Westside history two of the daughters of Ralph
and Florence Schweikhardt still live in
Colorado Springs - Shirley Fallis and Marjorie
Evan. They are members of our Historical
society, and have shared with us photographs
and stories about their life and the lives of their
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parents and grand parents in Colorado Cityand
Westside Colorado Springs. Their family traces
far back to their ancestors in Wittenburg,
Germany, one young ancestor of whom even
had contact with an officer of Napoleon's Anmy
in 1812 who pave him a Furopean sword that
was in the family until the 19508,

Unusually, it was the sisters father, Ralph,
who underntook to research, wrhte down and
compile their extensive family history,
completing it in 1 971. That is priceless history,
not only for their family, but gives ouwr society
members great ingight into the lives of another
of our old Colorado City families. Usually it is
the women in a family who compile such
genealogical records. But the father was the one
who did it after he retired.

Like many other German
immigrants - such as Jacob
Schmidt of Colorado City, whose
story we have told previously -
the Schweikhardt family came to
America in 1842 for the same
reason he did - so they would not
be drafted into the Prussian Army.

The family worked their way
westward, through Indiana,
Kanras, and into Missouri by
covered wagon, their great
grandfather serving honorably on
the Union side of the Civil War.
In the 1870'%% son Frederick
William started farming and
blacks mithing in Missouri. Then
with the lure of the Rockies, he

Thefirst - 1 908 - Schweikhardl's Blacksmith Shop at

| 06 South (foday's)y 25th Street.

moved his family to Colorado

Contned page 4
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The Old Colorado City Historical Sociely
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LETTERS, FHOTOGRAFHS, ARTIFACTS AND ITORIES CAM EE
CELIVERED TO THE OZCHS CEMTER OR MAILED TO:

WEST WORD Edlior c/o DCCHS
I Sownh z4th Sireet
Colorado Springs, G0 Sogogq-3310

or Don Ellis - splde rerort@pe [sysnet
SUBMISSTON DEADLIME 12 THE 1 5th OF EACH MONTH

MISSHIN
Bevieed Aprdl 2oo4
The Oid Colorado Oty Histontoa] Soclety way iounded a8 a vofunteer
orgEnizarton o racognize e hisioncalsignifrance and unigue cultune
cf ontginal N3 Colorado City and eany B! faso Counsy This spirit 2
perperiEted though e preseraton orart@cess andanhve? matertals,
encouEgEment of researrh, educaton of the chfldren and rhe
community through the membearshipand the operation of the FHistory
Centerar r South 2400 Street, Colorado Springs, Coloradn

MEMEFRSHIFPS
Memberships are welcome at aty e, Membership
renewals are due on ihe anntversary date of the frndilal
memberstdp. Members recelve the Wesf Word newsletier,
discounis, local meetlngs and progranas.

Anmnual nembershlp dassificatlons are:
Student $ryg Lifetime $rgo
Ldividual  $zo Buslness % 50
Family $z5 Corporate  %zgo

Funds from a Liegme membeship are  placed oo 3
ferperuityiEndowment Fund o Dy used only iIor pmopets which have
beanapproved Dy fav- thinds ofthe membershin  Onlyihe intenest sl
b used Ior cumenl expenses. We weicome girts fo s fund, wilch sl
De credited o the donor oras a menoenal

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Fresldent Joarne Earlson ATR-2ET4
¥lce Fresldent Fhil MecConald §32-088 1
Jecretatsy Janlee deChadenades SQE-7IE3
Treamurer Dravld Huohes 626-2040
Attt Crawiorm §FE-I1 58
Beverley Disch 624-5027
Tor Henddx 623-7302
kel hMcFariand §33-1211
Fharon 3wrint 620-338 4
MEETIMNG:S

OCCHS Monthly Meetlng & Prograniis beld at 11 am. onibe
secornd Frday of each month, except durlng June, July, and
August. The History Center opers at ro a.m. onthe day of the
meeting for refresbments and visltatlon. The program
beglts at 11 am. This neeting s fiee and open to the public

WELCOME TO OCCHS!
~ NEW & RENEWING
MEMBERS

Brig, Gen'l & Mrs, Philip Caine
Chatles & Sylvia Emnmors
Adalbert Goeriz

Edward K. Gray

Cordon Cray

Don Kallaus

Janet Bose Lyors

Jeanette Meyer

David & Lynne Murray
Donm Phinizy

Albert Rich

Lynn Rowsey

Suzanne & Thomas Schorsch
Fric & Elizabeth Schwab
Barbara Scott

Debora J. Scott-Edson
Norma Stull

Mr. & Mrs John Timberake
Bruce Zimmerman

Arts & Crafis
in Bancroft Park

Saturday; June 2oth
8:00 am to 3:00 pm

25 Crafters + room for more!

Music by Bill Emery

New Century Big Band
and

Jessum Buds - bluegrass

Quilt Exhibit
Jump Rope Exhibition

Donate vour unwanted
cookbooks & perennial plants
forour OCCHS Table

For more information contact
Jo Cervone 266=-gog6
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Volunteer Spotlight = meet Don Kallaus

By Barbara Barbaro

Don was born in Elkhart Kansas, a small town
gituated at the pnctwe of Colbrado, Kansas, and
Oklahoma. As a kid, Don would often visit his aunt
and uncle who lived in Colorade Springs, and the
lure of Colorado’s beauty and hlstory eventually
brought him here for good.

As a youngster, after school hours Don worked at
hk local homeiown barber shop sweeping halr.
Becoming enamored with the social life In the
barber shop world, In 19066 he decided to attend
barber school in Denver afier hiph school His first
barbering position was on the west side, at the L&D
Barber Shop at 3126 W. Colo Ave. His barbering
years were quitt successful Sdll looking for a
challenpe though, In 19 84 he lefit the barber business
and became a stock and bond broker, and even had
the opportunity to trade shares on the New York
Stock Exchanpe in 19 85.

Paul Tdalman, a pood filend of his, Initdally pot
him Interested in photopraphy and praphics, and
ghowad him the world of dieital photopraphy. Don
first heard about the History Center through Paul,
who was very active with the Old Colorado Clty
Historical Society at that time. Around 1997 Pawl
needed some photo reproduction done In
preparation of the grand opening of the History
Center, and asked Don ifhe wouwd be interested in
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taking on the task, which he did. Around the year
2000 he decided to setiously pwsue his love of
photography and praphics desipn, and twrned hk
passion Into a new career. The rest s history, you
mipght say.

Don became interested In the history of the west
gide back in the days of when he worked in the
barber shop on Colorado Avenue. The shop owner
was originally fiom Cripple Creek, thusly, much of
the dientele would drive down fiom Cripple Creek
to pet thelr hair cut, and Don listened intently to the
exciting storles the miners wouwld relate as they sat in
the barber chair. Those storles had a great affect on
him, and over time he dewveloped a lowve of the
hktory of the area.

I asked Don if he had any Idea why so many
people are attracted to the history of Old Colorado
Chty and the west side. He believes that first and
foremost, It was a charming, nostalpic era with lots of
hktory and lore. He says that Old Colorado Clty
hktory gives him a sense of place, knowing what
came before, and that knowing about local history
enables a person to “still féel the pulse of what
happened back then.

With his fiscination of the overall development
of the local area, Don says that his bippest repret k
that he didn't do more photographing of the west
side In the rgbos when Ol Colorado City was tired,
old, and essentially boarded up. Having missed the
opporunity of not documenting the way things
were then, he s now directing his passion to
bringing history forward In hlis photopraphs.

Being a member of the History Center’s Tech
teamn keeps him fully charped and enpaged. As an
example, he just recenty completed dightizing every
OCCHS West Word newsletter ever penerated, an
extremely time consumling propet. Having viewed
most of the photo collection downstlrs, he says he's
excited about petting the photopraphlic history "out
of the basementand onto the network” He recently
met with Jerry Travers, another OCCHS volunieer,
and topgether they phn fo set up a standard for the
dightization of the larpe assortment of photos the
Center has accumulated. The digitized collection
can then be made ready for easy and quick
presentation via print or slide shows.

In addition to maintining his busy professional
scheduwe and volunteering hk time with OCCHS, as
a “hobby" Don and his wif: Pat, enjpy purchasing
houses, remodeling them, and then putting them
back on the market

Thank you, Don, for devoling as much time as
you do In helping bridpe the gap between the
hktoric Old Colorado Chiy and the new dipital world!



Volume 24., Mumber 5

Biacksmith continued from page 1

Springe in 1908, and after working for a time in
a blacksmith shop there, he bought out a
blacksmith at 106 South gth Street in Colorado
City. He then became “Schweikhardt the
Blacksmith’ of Colorado City. That location
would be 106 South zgth street today,

Hiz shop, which prew over the wearm, and
expanded into another building to 206 South
gth, sat on ground which today is a private
parking lot right across the street from the
Westside Post Office. The original buildings are
no longer there. But we have several wonderful
photographs of the shop when it just had a dirt
floor, then when it had a wooden floor, and
was expanded. All the pictures have family
members in it With horseshoes nailed to the
overhead timbers. They were proud of their
wolrk,

Ax their blacks mith shop where prandfather
Fredrick did much work himself and
supervised his son, and his worker Tom
Mitchell they shod horses fHr evervone,
including for noted people from Colorado
Springg, including General Palmer's hoimwes.

The family lived in several houses In
Colorade City. Shirley remembers, and can
point out the one at 407 North z4th Street
where she was born.
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But the home they all remember most was
at 2226 West Bijou which they bought and
lived in until their parents were both pone It
was built in 1888, Tt is photopraphed and
described in our History Society walking tour
book "In and Around Old Colorado City." {(yvou
can buy that book off ouwr website at
http://history.oldcolocom and have it
shipped.)

Many stories came from that house. Shirley
remembers the day when her sister Marjorie
was married there. She can peointin the picture
of it to the upstairs room where her sister got
into her wedding gown, the staire she went
down, and then where she was married "at the
front window."

And she points to the second floor porch in
the back where, because he chewed tobacco,
their prandfather had to sleep because his wife
wouldn't let him sleep in their bedroom.

The two gids were different Shirley was, as
she admits, a "Tom Boy. While Marjorie was
more a little lady. Shirley liked to work in the
blacksmith shop with her father and
grandfather. She hand pumped the bellows
that kept the fire hot for the branding irons.
When they started repairing cars she was
under them working away. Once she just was
about overcome by carbon monoxide while
working beside her

When the Blacksmith shop started fixng up the earliest aufos in
Colorado Springs or Colorado City

father and grandfather
Her grandfather had o
pull her out and revive
her. He called her his
"Little Greasemonkey.”
Her mother thoroughly
disapproved. Her sister
Majorie excelled in
math at Colomdo
Springs school where
both graduated. She did
" | the books for the
business.

Grandfather W.E.
had realired eady on
that automobiles would
take the place of the
horse and buggy. In
1910 he sold the first
delivery truck to the
Thrasher and Son
Grocery on Colorado
Avenue. When  the
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The house at 2226 West Bipu that the
farmn iy lived in after annexation .
Tobacco-chewing gramps had fo
sleep in the porch

Model T Fords bepan to be popular he
converted them to commercial use by
removing the passenger car bodies and
building truck bodies on them. He did that
until the car makers realized there was a real
market for lipht trucks and started building
them commercially. But he continued to build
gpecial truck beds for local companies as late
as 1 936.

Even after W.F. sold his business in 1044, he
continued to work with his tools . He made
many wrought-iron articles from door hinpges
to chandeliers that are still in fine homes of the
area. He wasr a iron working crafisman still at 75
years old. His pranddaughter Shitey still keeps
his anvil and tools. Her daughter, will have
them in time.

W.E's son, Ralph, worked at both famming
and in auto companies in his eadier vyears
going into business with his father in 197371,
They named it "Schweikhardt and Son Garage.
After they sold the business in 1944 Ralph took
his family to a famm east of Colorado Springs.
Eventually he came back to Colorado Springs
and worked for zo more years in the Colorado
Springs Auto Pars Company owned by Gene
McCleary, who grew up on the Westside and
was later the Mavor of Colorado Springs. Ralph
retired in 1967 and died in 1977,

Grandfather William Frederick had taught
Men's Bible Class at the TrhHnity Methodist
Church that was still standing at the comer of
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23d and Pikes Peak Awvenue, a block from his
home, for 28 vears before he died in 1956 at 87

The Schweikhardt's were a true Colorado
City Blacksmith Family, and the earliest auto
repairmen in townn.

MARIGREEN PINES
2009 TOUR. - Members only

Saturday, July 18th

starting at 12 noon

We are organizing a “Members
Only Tour” of the historical
1920's Marigreen Pines estate
which is located along Ute Pass.

We have reserved 20 tickets at
a discount rate of $12 each.
Ticket sales are final - no
refunds. Make checks payable to
Jo Cervone. Payment can be
made at the History Center
(place your name on the sign up
sheet) or sent to:

Jo Cervone
2920 Rhapsody Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80920

Payment must be received by
June 8th.

Maps, driving directions, and
specific instructions will be
provided later. For those that
wish, we will carpool from the
History Center. Hope you can
join us for this historic tour that
is only offered every three years.

The estate is not handicapped
accessible.

The tour is a Fundraiser for the
Ute Pass Historical Society:.
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OLD COLORADO CITY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
MINUTES ANNUAL MEETING
MAY 8, 2009

Friday, 10:30 AM

Before the meeting there was a service of
coffee and goodies to the past members of the
Boarde of directors. Following was a
presentation by Dave Huphes of the new Web
Site the Tech committee has designed and
installed.

Joanne Kardson called the ANNUATL
MEETING to arder at 1o:35 AM.

Betty Paker, Membemwhip Commitiee,

reported we have a guorum of members
present — 28 in attendance, membership now is
2071.
President Joanne honored past board members
present Marti Walker, past secretary, Lucille
Cunningham, past president Betty Baker, past
vice president; Don Ellis, past secretary;, Jo
Cervone, past secretary; and Betsy Fvans, past
secretary. (Those who arrived after meeting was
ad jppumed were Jack Fketrom, Leland Feitz, Don
Kallaus.)

Joanne told the assembly that in the packet
they received as theysigned in there are a series
of reports fom president, vice president,
treasurer, and the book store Please read at vour
leisure. In addition, a form for comments
conceming the Museum Association to be
placed in the time capsule when it is buried in
the patio. A motion was presented by Lucille
Cunningham and seconded by Phil McDonald
to accept the reports. Motion passed.

Meeting moved on to the election of four
new Board Members. Three present members
running for another term: Dave Hughes,
treasurer; Sharon Swint, tech committee; and
Phil MceDonald, vice president and
memberhip. A new candidate, Paul Shepard,
volunteers in the archives, a retired teacher.
There were no nominations from the floor.
Motion to close the nominations seconded and
passed. It was moved we cast a unanimous
ballot Passed and seconded.

Joanne announcad Dave Hughes will be
receiving the Dana Crawlbrd Award from the
Colorado Preservation Society, Inc. Those who
would like to attend the awards banquet s hould
contact Joanne for ticket information

YesT YWorD
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Jo Cervone announced the Friends of Ute
Pags will have an open house tour. We are
welcome, as members of the OCCHS only. The
tour will be %12 pavable in advance, on
Saturday, July 18 at noon. In addition, the
Pancake Breakfast needs more volunteer help.

Marpe Knon needs Pies for the Ice Cream
Social, July 7, at &:30.

Bey Disch sent a message she neads more
bakery items for the bake sale Territory Days.
Bring in Friday, Saturday or Sunday. Museum
will be open 11 to 4 all three days.

Joanne announced there will be a Board
Meeting immediatel y after this Annual Meeting
in the library as per owr Old Colorado City
Historical Society Revised By Laws. The annual
dinner will be casual at Ghost Town, this vear.
Certificates of Appreciation will be sent to all
former board members in their honor. No
further business.

Meeting adjourned 11 AM.

TJanice deChadenedes,
OCCHS Board Secretary

OLD COLORADO CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
ANNIIAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEFTING
FRIDAY May 8, zo0g

Board of Directors met in the library
immediately following the Annual Meeting of
the Old Colorado City Historical Society, as per
Revised By Laws, at 11:45 Present were Paul
Shepard, Phil McDonald, Sharon Swint, Dave
Hughes, Joanne Karlkon, and Jan
deC hadenedes. Absent were At Crawford, Bev
Digch, and Tom Hendrix

Joanne announced the election of officers for
the PBoard of Directors. Sharon moved the
existing officers retain their offices, as itleads to
consistence. Motion passed.

We need to confirm that the treasurer must
bz a member of the board of directors, since
Dave Hughes may want to be relieved of the
duties of the board, and we do not have a well
trained replacement

We will have our regular meeting of the
Board of Directors the third Monday in May, at
o AM.

Meeting adjourned at 11:55.

TJanice deChadenedes,
OCCHS Board Secretary
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From the President’s Desk-~

Communication with our membership
Is an ongoing challenge! Since this issue
of WestWord is for two months, please
check the OCCHS calendar of Summer
Dates. We hope you and your friends or
familycan enjoysome ofthese evenis. The
Aunpust newsletter will have detalls ofmore
Sesquicentennial events. A sneak peak -
Founder's Day Includes a concert
featuring the historic “Midland Band
March™

This issue includes the minutes of the
May &th OCCHS Annual Meeting whetre
we enjoyed visiting with past OCCHS
Board members. Dave Hughes' program
gave a practical presentation of our
updated on-line capabilityand propress of
the dlgitization project If you hawve a
computer, we encourage you to sign in as
a member and explore our website. It s
growing! You can also go on-line to take
advantage of renewing your membership
or purchasing books and event tickets.

We are corsidering using the telephone
tree again this fall along with oocasional
emall reminders or announcements. If
you want to be added to these mallings,
emall history@oldcolo.com with “request
emall” in the subject line. If you would like
calls from the telephone tree, please
phone the History Center and leave a
message or Jan or Phil With motre
“members only’ tours and eve nis, this will
help with reservations and planning
transportation

Last month's request for vintage
clothing for our “costume closet” had a
wonderfill respomse. Special thanks to
each of you..and we can stll use more
ftemns.

Afew coming highlights are the July 7th
Old-Fashioned Ice Cream & Pie Social on
the History Center patio, Mel McFarland
will be adding some jtermns to the
railroading exhibit, and the “members
only” touss in July and Angust with a fall

trip being planned.
Best regards,

~ (banne Kaidson

Treasurer’s Report
May; 2009

As of Board Meeting time, May 13th,
our fund raising for the Monument
reached $ 11,062 with only $438 to go io
reach our needed $11,500.

We pot an enormous financial break
when we went to ptrice the cost of
covering the ugly gray slab in Bancroft
Park on which the Rocky Mountain Rose
Granite Monument will be placed.
Clarence Glanarelli, owner of Ideal
Concrete company who would do the
work announced to both the Soclety and
the Park Board he would totally donate a
decorative replacement slab and also
teplace the old flagstones around it -
which he priced at %25,000. He has done
similar work with attractive work that
does not look like concrete around the
base of Monuments in Memorial and
Ametrica the Beautiful Park A wvery
generous local man Thanks Clarence!

The check for the %5000 Ackerman
fund was received from El Pomar on the
16th of May.

We had to pay the Park Department
$60g for park rental, damage deposits,
and %515 for an Insurance Policy which
covers us and the City for our two
summet Park events - the upcoming
Craft Fair and Founder's Day.

Our paying membership has surged
recently - we now have 290 members, of
whom §7 are Lifetime members. %600
came In from three %150 Lifetime
Memberships which, of course, goes into
our Fixed Endowment fund which now
stands at $90,600. But our Interest on that
fund mayslip below 2% by the end ofthe
year.

As of 18 May we have $90,600 in our
Fixed Endowment, %$12,077 In our
checking account, and $634 in the Book
Store.

Dave Hughes
Treasurer
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JUNE

Saturday, June zo
8 a.m. unitil 3 pomn.

JULY
July 7, 6:30 til 8:30
July 14, 7 pm.
July z1, 7 pm,
July 28, 7 p.m.

sSaturday, July 18
AUGUST

Saturday, August 8
Wednesday, August 12
Sunday, August 23
Friday, August =8

For more information, call (7rg) 636=-1225 or cmail historv@oldcolo. com

2009 Summer Programs & Evenls
Annual Arts & Crafts in Bancroft Park -- Local artisans, crafteis,
musicians, Farmer's Market Cabin and Musewmn open.

Tuesday Nights in July

Annual series of historical programes and events.

Old-Fashioned Ice Cream & Pie Social on History Center
patio. Small charge. Bring vour family and neighbors.

"Battle at the Pass" ilustrated program and book signing by
Dr. Ben Benoit

“Soiled Doves of the West” illustrated program by Phil
McDonald

“White Acres - past, present and future” illustrated program
by Don Ellis, Merrilyn Caduff, and Bill Koerner

Members only tour. Marigreen Pines. Eeservations. 31 z.

Founder's Day Celebration in Bancroft Park
Time Capsule Ceremony & Reception
Annual Cemetery Crawl fundraiser at Fairview Cemetery

Members only tour. Air Force Academy: Pioneers & Traditions
Reservations.




