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THE TWO MIDLANDS

vy Art Crawford

The confusion was natural I'd heard ot
the Colorado Midland and the Midland
Terminal all my life, fromn my grandmother
and my father. My great-prandfather was an
engineer on the Colorado Midland, and
Grandma had mentioned that often enough.
I had seen the switch engines at wotk in the
last days of the Mlidland Terminal, as I
walked along z5th Street to Midland School
in 1048. But, children dont pay much
atte ntion, and it was easy to confuse the two
lines.

Until T became a railroad employee and a
student of railroad history 1 never
understood the difference or the connection
between Colorado Midland and Midland
Terminal. It s apparent that many others
have failed to distinpuish the two roads.

Which came first, the Colorado Midland
or the Midland Terminal? Where did the
Colorado Midland go from Colorado
Springs: Was it Cripple Creek? No, that was
the other Midland. Many old-timers in the
Fikes Peak Region remember the “Midland”
as [t existed until 1940. That was the Midland
Terminal. The common word, “Midland”, in
the two corporate titles Is, of course, the
source ofthe confusion

The First Midland

One would have to really be an old-timer
o remember, first-hand, the Colorado
Midland. ¥Yes, that was the first of the two
lines. It was also the firststandard gauge road

to assault the Continental Divide in
Colorado. Previously, all the mountain lines
were of narrow gauge, No, it did not serve the
gold camp of Cripple Creek, at least not

directly.
The  Colorado  Midland ERailway,
incorporated In 1383 was constructed

between 1386 and 1333 from Colorado
Springs to Newcastle, Just west of CGlenwood
Springs. Its headqguarters was at Colorado
City, now the Wesiside of Colorado 5prings.
The roundhouse, and other CM build ings,
still stand along Bott Avenue at 21st Street.
That fourteen-stall stone engine house was,
until recently, the home of Van Brippgle
Pottery, and Is now being converted Into
retail spaces. Atourist museum occuples the
former CM shop bullding:. The general office
bullding was located nearby, uniil destroyed
by fire in 1053 From that building, train
dispatchers had directed movements
between Colorado Springs and the "Cloud
City", Leadvlille, on the Colorado Midland,
and later, to Cripple Creek on the Midland
Terminal. At the time of the fire, the track
had been gone for nearly four years.
Colorado Midland had operated for
several years before the gold mining was
developed in the Cripple Creek District The
line connected with the Colorado &
Southern and the Atchison, Topeka & Santa
Fe at the Santa Fe station on East Pikes Peak

Condnved pase 4
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FUBLIZHED TEM TINMES AYEAR
The Ol Colorade City Hisforical Sociely

AMNONPROFIT CORPORATION
D200 OCCHS

LETTERS, FHOTOGRAPHS, ARTIFACTS AND ITORIES CAM EE
DELIVERED T THE OCCHS CENTER OR MAILED T

WEST WORD Ediior /o DCCHS
I Sowth z4ih Sireet
Colorado Springs, G0 Sego4-3310
ar Don Ellis - apiderwrort@re is ye.net
SUBRMIZITON DEADLIME 13 THE 1 5th OF EACH MONTH

MISSION
Bewieed April 2oo 4

The ONd Colorado Oy Historical Soclery was founded a5 3 violunieer
crgEntzanton o recognize fie histoncalsigrificance and unigue coitune
o original M3 Colorado Clity and eardy B faso Countye: This spirit is
perpetiEted through the prasersafion orart@Eces andaniivy matena)s,
encouEgEment of researh, educatton of the chfidren and the
community through the membershipand the operation of the Fistory
Centerat r fouth 240h Street, Colorado Springs, Colorsdo

MEMEFRSHIPS
Memberships are welcone at ary tooe. Membership
renewals are due on the anntversary date of the indilal
membershdp. Members recelve the Wesf Word newsletier,
disconnis, local meetings and prograns.

Arnmual nembershlp dassificatlons are:
Student $rg Lifctime $rgo

Idivldual  $zo Buslness % g0

Famitly Fzz Corporate  %zgo
Funds fmom a Liednme membeshio are placed  infio 3
ferperuitwEndowment Fund o De wed only Ior propcts wilch have
Leenapproved Dy me- thinds ofthe membershio Onivihe intenest ol
D wsed Iorcimenl e xpenses. We welcome gitks fo fuls fund, witch wii
Le credited o fie donor oras 2 memonia)l

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Fresldent Joarme Earlson ATE2574
Wlce Fresldent Fhll MecConald §32-08E T
Jecretaty Janlce deChadenades §QE-7IEg
Treasirer Dravld Fuohes 6262040
At Crawiom §7E-I1 &8
Beverley Disch G24-5023
Torn Hendrx 6237302
hdel McFariand §33-1311
Jhaton Jwint Ga0-8284
MEETIN{:3

OCCHS Monihly Meeting & Progranm s held at rr am. ontihe
second Friday of each month except durlng June, July, and
Auvgust. The History Cenier opers at 1o a.nn on the day of the
mectlng for refreshmenis and visfiatlon. The program
beglhe at 11 am. This ocetlngls fiee and open io the public

WELCOME TO OCCHS!
~ NEW & RENEWING
MEMBERS

Richard & Marparet Bukowski
Jo Cervone

TJanice deChadenedes
Shirley Ewing

Nancy Falbe

Larry Glueckert

Mary C. Hickox

Irma Hilfers

Richard & Rebecca Jones
Paul M. Kahiw

Anthony & Patricia Koscieleski
K PBrooke Kosley

Georpe Lindley
Gretchen Lloyvd

Al & Marilyn Maier

Mel McFarland

Elonor Messerschmidt
Katherine Moberly
Mary Jean Nelson
Robernt Nicklaus

Patricia Strauch

Frank Tucker

Stormie Wells

David Wilson

Jan Zellmer

WINTER HOURS AT

HISTORY CENTER
A New Policy:

IF School District #11 has
closed schools due to
weather, the History Center
will also be closed that day.

HOWEVER, we know that
the Westside often is in the
“banana belt”! So, if you
have scheduled to come
and work on a project,
phone Betsy, Dave, Tom, or
Joanne to see if one of us
could come open and close
the building for you.
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Volunteer Spotlight = meef Curt Neeley

By Barbara Barbaro

He loves studvying history, especially the Warof
1 812 and the Civil War, and he's passionate about
researching a favorite wpic because, as he admits,
he's never convinced he has the full story. That's
what makes Curt Neeley tick

Curts parents fled the dust bowl in Kansars in
1932 and endad up in Colorado Springs. A f&w
vears later, Curt was bom in Colorado Springs
Bethel Hospital (now Memorial Hospital). He was
trained as a brick and stonemason, attended
collepe in Ft Colling, and then in 1964 he mowed
to Denver, where he lived and worked for 17
vears. In 1991 he retuwned to Colorado Springs
and har been here ever since

Curt didn't just stumble upon the History
Center. It seems that destiny, in the form of an
old high school fiiend who knew that he was
interested in history, pointed him in the direction
of the Center. 5ince then, he's found a perfect
niche here, with his love of history.

Long ago Cuwrt read Irving Howberts bool,
"Memories of a Lifetime in the Pike's Peak
Repion”, written in 1925 Having been aware that
Howberts grandson, Irving Howbert TIL had taken
hiz grandfithers book out of copnright, Curt set
up a meeting with Howbert and Dave Hughes
one afterncon to talk about possibilities of petting
the book reprinted. The rest is history, you mipht
say, because the History Center backed the
reprinting of oo copies of the book and its

Center, who, back in September 2007, traveled to
the Sand Creek battlefield to judge for themselves
what they believed actually happened. The trip
included a private tour of the Bowen ranch,
where it is believed the batde actually happened.
He especially enjpyed and appreciated that part
of the trip, which clarified a lot for him about
Sand Creek

Curts primary role at the History Center right
now ig his involvement on the Tech Committee.
More specifically, he's working on plans for
moderating an interactive discussion panel on
pertinent wpics, both proand con, on the History
Center's website. The idea is quite a leap from
where we cwrently are, and he believes it's just
around the comer fiom getting off the ground.
He also recently tried his hand at acting The
January zooo Friday morning program featured
gkite of early pioneers of Colorado City Cunt
portrayed, to no ones swprse, Col John
Chivington.

When asked how he would like to see the
Historical Society and the History Center ten
years fom now, his response was “more of the
same”, adding that we need more young people
at the Center with their “unbridled enthusiagm
and audacity” to keep the spirit of Colorado City
and FEl Paso County history alive and
exciting..something that comes casy to Curt

cuwrrently one of the Center's best
selling books.

Back in 1864 Howbernt had
served in the 3rd Coloado
Cavalry, commanded by Colonel
John Chivington. They fbught at
Sand Creek in southeastern
Colormdo apainst the Chevennes
and Ampahoes that same vear
The battle, and Chivington, went
down in history as a wery
controversial episode in the
history of the Indian wars. In his
book Howbert wrote about his
experience at the battde, which
was an eye-openar to Curt. For
veats, it had been his belief that
the historians had lied about
what really happened at Sand
Creelk Cuwrt was with the dozen
or 80 other folks fiom the History
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Early Spanish Presence
in the Pikes Peak Region

Dr. Jose Barrera delivered a Friday
Soclety talk February 13th on the FEarly
Spanish Presence in the Fikes Feak
Fepion. He tiraced the lineage and
influences from the earliest arrival in the
Americas of the Spanish from Spain, the
explorations of Coronado, overcoming the
Aztecs, and the nature of those who
followed right up into New Mexico and
Southern Colorado In the 16008 and
17008,

He especially expanded on the
Incredible mixing of Spanish with Native
Ameticans and the vatiety of customs that
flowed from that, and the influence on
their minds of the fantastic legends such
as the mythical 7 Cities of Cibola that led
expeditions across southern Colorado
searching out onto the Kansas plains for
the cities of gold.

He covered the successfil campalgn by
Juan Batlsta de Anza, Governor of'Santa Fe
In ridding the Spanish settle ments in New
Mexico of the repeated raids by the
Comanche’s led by Chief Cuerno Verde -
Creen Horn. As our members know, Anza
passed right through where Old Colorado
City slts astride Fountain Creek In 1770.

He also pointed out how the Hispanics
in El Paso County, starting with belng
laborers for General Palmer helping bulld
his D&RC Railroad, were seprepated as to
whete they could live and not live in
Colorado Springs after World War IL

His re marks and responses to questions
from the audience were 50 extensive and
Interesting that the 1 hour presentation
extended to 3 hours for some who wanted
more.

Jose was Iimpressed at the warm
reception he got from our Society
members and visitors. So he signed up as
a new Member!

Dave Hughes
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Midland congnuves ffom page 5l

Awvenue in Colorado Springs. Sleeper service
between Denver and Salt Lake City was
offered on CM passenger trains. Freight of
many kinds was handled along the stee p line.

The climb began immediately from
Colorado Springs up Fountain Creek
through Manitou and into the canyon
known as Ute Pass. Here, the twisting route
had been blasted out of the south canyon
wall, through elght tunnels in two miles, on
a 4% grade. The summit was reached at the
station of Divide, well abowve gooo feet
elevation

The track then descended to Florissant,
whete helper engines assisted eastward
trains up the 3% grade to Divide. Continuing
west, the CM reached Lake CGreorge, where
the man-made lake provided Ice for the
railroad’s refrigerator cars. Turning south,
CM track ascended the South Flatte through
Eleven Mlile Canyon into South Park. After
passing through the town of Hartsel, the
route crossed ‘Trout Creek Pass on an
overpass abowve the narrow gauge track ofthe
Denver, South Fark and Pacific.

Ascending the Arkansas River, the line
skirted Midland Hill five hundred feet above
the town of Buena Vista, to avold losing
elevation, which would have to be reclaimed
on the climb to Leadville. The Colorado
Midland Ieadville station sat at 10,103 feet,
Just below Tennessee Pass.

The route over the Continental Divide
began west of Leadvlille, where the track
looped  sewveral times  across  the
mountainside gaining elevation on gradients
of over 3%. Approaching Hagerman Pass,
through the Sawatch Range, the track was
threaded through several snowsheds, over a
1,034 oot long curved wooden trestle, before
peaking out at 11,528 feet above sea level at
a tunnel 2,060 feet long!

From this lofty point, the track rapidly
plunged down mote stee p winding territory,
beside Lake Ivanhoe, on the Cliffside ofHell
Cate, then down the canyvon of the Frying
Fan River. From Basalt, a branch line up the
Eoaring Fork Rliver served Aspen Finally,
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QCCHS Archives, Curre nt Collection
Midland roundhouse as il appeared in he 1930's

leveling out along the Roaring Fork south of
Glenwood Springs, the line neared lis
terminus at Newcastle.

The Eio (srande Junction Rallway, a line
bullt and owned Jpintly by Colorado
Midland and Denver & Rio Grande In 1890,
cartied the trains of both companies
between Newcastle and Grand Junction. At
that city inthe Grand Valley, connection was
made with Rio Grand Western for points in
Utah

That (s the essence of what was the
Colorado Midland's territory. Beslides
passengers, revenue was brought In by
transporting livestock, mining machinery,
stone, metal ores, coal coke, timber and
produce.

Line improvement came in the form ofa
cut-off in 1380, to bypass Leadville, so that
through traffic could avoid the steep grade
to and from that town

The “high line” between Busk and
Ivanhoe was very difficult and expensive to
operate and malintain. A new long tunnel
was opened in 1893 between these polnts,
eliminating seven miles of severely curved
track and steep grades. This was the 9,305
foot long Busk-Ivanhoe Tunnel, which as the
Catlton Tunnel served as part ofa toll road
route after the ralilroad’s abandonment This

S

road was closed during World
War II, and today the tunnel
serves only to bring water from
the western slope to the thirsty
east side of the mountains.

CM trains operated until
10109, then financial troubles
caused the company's fallure.
CGovernment operation of the
railroads during World War 1
contributed to the line's loss.
By 1922, Colorado Midland was
dissolved, and all track west of
Divide had been removed. The
rest of the line went to the
other Midland.

The Second Midland

In 1390, gold was discovered
in the basin that was to hold
the town of Cripple Creek, and
mine dewvelopment followed in 1891. By
1804, a connecting line was under
construction from the Colorado Midland at
Divide. This line, originally planned as a
narrow gauge road, was the Midland
Terminal. However, afier some grading
wotrk, the declision was made to build the
MT to standard gauge.

In July 18304, Cripple CreeKs first railroad,
the narrow gauge Forence and Cripple
Creek, had reached the area from the south
by ascending Beawver Creek through the
precipitous Phantorn Canyon. At Florence,
this little line connected with the ubiquitous
mountain railroad, Denver and Rio Grande.

Not until 1895 would Midland Terminal
reach Cripple Creek, after twisting its track
around the hillsides, and through the nearby
town of Victor. This road, though not as
difficult as, and much shorter than the
Colorado Midland, was still a tough route,
with 4% grades and track abowve gooo and
10,000 feet elevation.

Cold production peaked by the turn of
the century, but the decline was gradual
The government fixed gold pricing, so with
Inflation n the 19005, Mining and milling
became less and less profitable. The mills
were in Colorado City (annexed by Colorado
Springs in 1017), and the Midland Terminal



YVolurne 24., Murber 2

trains used the Colorado Midland track
between there and Divide until the CM
abandonment At that time, the MT acquired
that portion of CM to retain the route
between mines and mills.

'The last straw for Midland Terminal came
with the opening of the Carlton Mill in
Cripple Creek in 1940. It was no longer
necessary to haul the ore to Colorado
Springs, and all other traffic had long since
disappeared from the line. By February, 1040,
the Midland Terminal had ceased operation,
and the track was belhg remowved. This
ended a span of sixty-two years ol
continuous operation Involving the two
roads.

It Is difficult to belleve, looking at today's
Cripple Creek, that in 1900 the disttict’s
population was about 60,000 Besides the
Midland Terminal and the Florence and
Cripple Creek, the district was also served, for
about twenty years, by the Colorado Springs
and Cripple Creek District Railway, known as
the “Short Line.”

Two electric lines moved passengers
between the several towns and many mines
of the district Besides Cripple Creek and
Victor, the area included the towns of
Cdlletie, Anaconda, Elkion and Goldfield.

AT
i

-y

Midland Terrmninal ore Fain, 1932
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Colorado Cilyv's Midland depot

Afier the Midlands

Cripple Creek still serves as seat of Teller
County, and the free market for gold Is
bringing a new age of mining activity. But,
alas, all the rallroads are gone. A tourist
tailroad operates a two-foot gauge line ona
pottion of the Midland Terminal right of
way, but the common carriers are no more.

When most ofthe Colorado Midland was
abandoned afiter World War I, much of the
tight of way was given to the state for
highway use. The Carlton Tunnel has already
been mentioned in this regard. Other
sections, near Buena Vista, and the four short
tunnels south of Leadville can be driven
today. The high steel bridge owver Maroon
Creek on Colorado Highway 82 near Aspen
Is part ofthe old CM route.

Similarly, the Midland Terminal route has
reverted to highway use. Much of Highway
67 between Divide and Cripple Creek is on
the old right of way.

Not only Is Colorado rich in rallroad
history, but it Is well documented, and new
books are published regularly on the subject
Those who care to learn the difference
between the Colorado Midland and the
Midland Terminal, have a number ofsources
at their disposal Ewven so, people will
continue to remember and speak of “the
Midland” without making a dlistinction
between the two related lines, and the
confusion will probably persist
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From the President’s Desk~

Becently, your OCCHS Board and membershbip
bave zpent many bowe planning Sesquicentennial
Year comingevwents and finalizing the City's Culharal
Affairs Board Feh 1 2 approval of our monument for
Barensff Park. You are invited to atend the
Sezquicentennial Year Kick Off reception on March
15th to view detailz of the final meorument plans,
enjoy msic and eiesbments, and a short program
at 2130 L

A Big “thank you for the early contribuations by
check and online for the “"Monies for the
Mornument" request i last menth’s newsletter| We
bave received ower 1o% of the needed amount zo
Pleaze contirmie to consider a conwriburion for this
Froject We must make our first payment March
1 5th which includes ardering the granite.

Don Eallans bas completed scanning all rz7
previons mzues of the WestWord newsletter which
will be available on our website later this year. If wou
bave accezzed our webeite recently, you will notice
that it iz being ypdated and includes our aoline
Bookatore and ability to renew wour embership as
well a3 make contribaticns,

Over 1oo bowrs of taped wecorded oral interviews
cfold Westsiders i being piped into the web zite for
coline availakility More recent interviews will be
added later We thank Dawid Hughes for his
cortired technical expertize and timme on these
Frojectzl

Tom Herndrix baz been appointed chair of the
zoog Nomibating Committee with the belp of Eay
Arteberry and Sandy Hanezlian, I pou are interested
in zerving on the OCCHY Board, pleame contact
them. Electionz will be in May for a z-wear term.
Thoese ending their term are Dave Hughes, Phil
McDonald, el MMcFarland, and Sharon Swint.

The collectionz and archival group baz an
immediate need for zomeone with carpenter zkillz
to assist b preparing exbibit displaye az well a=
beeded storage. The v bave alza requested some belp
with vacuuming and mepping A good way o get
zomhe exercize| Pleaze contact Tom Hebdrix or Janice
delChadenedes if o can belp

February progmmes fatiured Joe (Jose) Barrara on
Feh 1 gth and hizs mest enlightening owrview of' the
Spanizh influernce in eatly El Pazo area, southern
Colorado and New Mexico Thiz was a large subject
for a short peried of time, bt fifteen people =tayed
until 2 pm ib open dizcussilon with himl And on
Febn =28th, Mel McFarland sharwd hi= historical
perzpectives of the milroads in Colorado City, into
the 15405 We thank Both Joe and WMel for prezenting
theze high guality programs and sharing this rich
bistoryl

Check our March calendar in thiz i=zzue. Pleaze
bote that the March 7th book =igning by Sharon
Swint will be mecheduled to a later date. And, a
"memkbers cnly’ event iz being planned for April
with detailzs in the hext newsletter S0, 1mntil then...

Bezt regards,

Joanne Karlson

Treasurer's Report
February, 2000

In thk sewere recession yowr society is stll
solvent, even If a lot of other orpanizations,
businesses, and povernment operations are not
You can thank the esgential fiscal conseratism of
yowr Board, continued relbince on volunteers for
all owr operations, and prudent management of
owr limited resources.

ThE year may be more difficult as we both oy
to support a variety of Hktorical events and
publications as well as trying to rake a minimuwm
of Srr500 - to erect the Sesquicentennial
Monwment to 150 years of Cobrado Chy and
westside history. We have a pending prant for a
larpe fraction of that cost, but there is cerainly no
guarantee we will pet i, or even a larpe fraction of
it

Ow Board approved a Working Budpet in
January for only $21,000 for the year 2009 which
Includes our activities and oblipations beyond the
separate funding for the monument project Tiis a
balanced budpet which will depend on continued
public support for ow annual fund rlsing
historically activities,

Owr accwmnuwlated “savings' fiom past prudent
Investments and smmall profits from ow events and
bookstore sales, stnds at 313913, IF our fund
raking faliers we will need to deplete those
gavings, both for the Monuwment costs and our
onetime spechl zo00 Sesquicentennial activities
and publications. Tt swe woulkd make your
treasurer happy, and more confident that our
Soclety and Hktory Center will swvive this
recession and keep owr Hktory Center's doors
open Iif every Soclsty membear responded to the
Monwment fund raising letier that was enclosed
with yow kst newsletter. As of this writing of my
Treaswer's report — February 15th, 16 members
have donated pst over 51,500 to the Monwment
Fund, which s the most imporantand permanent
comumunity lepacy project this Soclety has ever
underaken. You can make youwr donation by check
by malil or by cash or credit card at the History
Center, or make It by secwe PayFal or Cradit card
via owr evermore historically richer and usefil web
site - htipFhstoryoldcolb.com

And of cowse your donation Is tax exempt for
we ate an [R5 recopnized qo1C4 orpanization. And
you pet to sport a litde pumimed label - like the
popular “T voted” stickers you get at the polls. Ours
is based on that wonderfil 1871 “Cobrado Clty
Jowrnal” American Faple masthead which we
adopted as the lopo for thk celebration year. Your
labal reads “To Remember - [ Gave! Put THAT in
yowr prandchildren’s family album! How can you
resist?

Dave Hughes
Treazurer
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SARS - AND COUNTING

NOTE: Sharon Swint's talk & Book Signing scheduled for Saturday,
March 7 will be re-scheduled to a later date, to be announced.

Friday, March 13  "Formalities & Fashions inthe Victorian Era, 1337 to 1901°

1T am program with Denise Winters & Audrey Donn in costume frorm
the local Victorian Soclety. Varous lterns will be ondisplay.

Sunday, March 15 Eeception to Kick Off the Sesquicentennial Celebration of Old

2 10 4 p.m. Colorado City (185¢-2009) with unvelling of plars for the
Bancroft Fark Monument, special puests, music by Mark Gardner,
view time capsule, refreshments. Short program at 230 pam.

Programs are free and open to the public, howewver donations are welcome.
Doors will be open by 10:15 am. for the Friday morning programs.
Come early or coffee and to visit the Museum exhibits or browse the Bookstore.

For moe information, call (719} 636-1225 or email historv@oldcolo.com




