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What is History For?

by Mel McFarland

I do a newspaper column now and then,
but my main interest is in seeing that places
like the Old Colorado City History Center
serve a purpose that is of interest to its
members. Many of the things I do columns
and talk about have a link to the history center.
1 often get asked what was in a certain spota
year or a hundred years ago. A long time ago
in the Westside Ploneer I did a series on how
our town looked in the past This leads to
“Where was this and whetre was that*® Well 1
do not know every detall of the area, but it is
fun to look up information about questions
you have. Now and then I get a note or an
emall about something that turns up because
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of something you are looking for. Not all
history is a hundred years old! The history
center is a place to start looking, and often the
answer leads to more questions.

Over the past couple years I hawve
researched gas stations, neighborhood grocery
stores even hamburger Joints. In the gas
station list there were the gas stations where
The Bon Tonand Old Colorad o City Creamery
are now. I have looked at the Old Colorado
City, City Hall, which was ewven Whittier
School. There are a bunch ofideas, all of which
came from questions to me. Some of these
thing relate to our area's rallroad history, but
some go back before that.

I hawve talked about industries,
tailroad stations and eventhe red
light district. Every now and then
something pops up out of
nowhere. I have looked up a few
significant buildings and houses
in the area. One was the Glllette
house up behind Uintah
Cardens, and another not far
from there that had a street car in
it 1did one on the Gardner Tents
from the TH Sanitariums some
time ago. I hawve talked about
stores and businesses along
Colorado Avenue and when I do

The Colorado Avenue scene was quite busy in the
carly 1960%. There were still furniture, hardware
and many other little businesses then.

I almost always include the
Merri-Lane Eestaurant If was a
family favorite, When I talk about
the Merri-Lane 1 remember

Condued page 4
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The Old Colorado City Historical Society L
A NONFROFIT CORFORATION Allen County Public Library
®200g OCCHS Martha Curry
LETTERS, PHOTOGRAFHS, ARTIFACTS AND STORIES CAN BE Steve Daigle
DELIVERED TO THE OCCHI CENTER OR MAILED TO: Sharon ]' Davis
WEST WORD Ediior /o OCCHS BEiB}F Fyans
I South z4ih Street
Colorado 8 prings, CO 80904-33T0 Nc.:-rnlan Garwood
or Don Ellis - splderwort@peisys.net Mike Graham
SUBKMTISTOMN DE ADLINE 13 THE 1 5th ©F EACH MOMTH M. B. Gustalzon
MISSION Harris Family
Bevised April 2004 '
The O/d Cojorado City Histonca! Soclery was ounded a5 a2 wolunteer Ed Hers hI.SE:I." .
crmanization fo recodgnize the Ristorical significance and untgue culnrne RDgE:[‘ Magn_u:u
of onging! Oid Colorade City and eardy £l Faso County This spirlt & Futh Obee
perpetuEted through the pres ervation ofard@ees andanch ival marensls, '
encouraTement of research, education of the chiidren and rhe RPI:E[t ShD[ll.k‘\h-']J.E:['
community; through the membership and the operation otthe History Linda L. Smith
Cenferarts South 22th Sireet, Colorado Springs, Colorado, ]."s"[a['j.i' Tra pp
MEMEERSHIPS Frank Tucker
Memberships are welcome at any Hme. Membership Ve
era Wescott
renewals are due on the annlversary date of the Inltlal dith Wille
membership. Members recebve the Wesé Word newsletier, ]u 1 ¥
discounts, local meetngs and programs. Donald Yowell

Annual membership classifications are:
Student $rg Lifetlme $1 50

Indbddual %20
Famlly $zg

Funds fmom a Lietime membership are plced Info a3
FerpetuityEndowment Fund o De wed only Dr progects wiiich haw
been appmoved Dy two-thinds ofthe membershin  Only the interes £ wal}
be wwed foroumant expenses. We welcome gitks to this find, which wal?
be credited o the donor oras 3 memonal

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Buslness % 5o

Corporate %$zgo

Fresldent Joanne Eatlson 47 52 574
Wloe Fresldent Fhll McDonald §32-088T
Jecretary Janloe deChadenades EgE-7rig
Treasurer Davld Aughes G36-2040
Art Crawnd EFE-r 158
Beverley Dlsch 634-5023
Torn Hendrlx 623-7302
hel McFarland E33-raIr
Jhaton wint 6308384

MEFETIMNGS
OCCHS Monihly Mecting & Program 1s held at 11 aon. on the
second Friday of each month, except during June, July, and
August. The History Center opers at 1o ao. on the day of ihe
meeting for refieshments and visitatlon. The program
beglns at 1 1 a.m. This meeting 1s free and open to the publc,

Have yvou

contributed
fo the

Monument
for

Bancroft Park?

We need about $1,700
fo meet our goal.

We accept check, cash,
credit card, and/or

online donations at
hrp://history. oldcolo.com

Thank you.
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New Acquisilions al the History Centler

By Barbara Barbaro

The llowing are archives and artifacts received in
the last w months by the Old Colorado City
Historical Society through the penerosity and
thoughtfulness of many peopla

* Several iems fiom the Civil War era, found In Ft Cralp,
NM, Including: shouwlder epaulet bugle medallion,
button, cartridpe cases, and lead cariridpes, from Ed
Onverby

*Duilt patches made around the twn of the century,
made by the grand mother of OCCHS
member Betty Baker, fiorm Betty Baker

*Photos of 1980 cerermony Inaugurating the donation of
a clock for the Old Colbrade Chry clock Tower, fiorn
OCCHS member Dave Hughes

*Two rare, eatly (1896 & 1839) shipping documenis on
the Denver & Rio Grande and the Midland Railroad for
shipping stone fiorn Bed Rock Canyon fiom Greenlee
Sons quarry operation, fiomn OCCHS member Dave
Hughes

*Reproductions of maps of Pikes Peak Avenue, from Jim
MMason

*Signed copy of the bool, “Battle at the Pass™, by Benolt,
fiom B W, Benolt

*Book, "Colorado’s Century of Citles™, by Fred and Jo
MMazzulla, fiorn Wanda Beaves

*Books, “The Man and Hi Mission”, and
“Awtoblography of [ O Enmuick and Crther Wiitinps™,

fiom Jimmy Jones

*Gazetle Tekpraph clipping about Perry Boss, and
handwritten biopraphy by Perry Boss, fiom June Shelton

*Photo ofthe Santa Fe Depot In Colorado Springs, dated
191 7, fiomn Nancy Obenaus

*Abstracts of the titde from El Paso Abstract Co. Involving
vatious lows of Owen/Love/Quinby, znd addition to
Colorado Springs, from OCCHS member Torm Hendrix

*Book of Lonpfzllow's "Roses and Lilies”, circa 1800 and
Satwrday Evening Post dated June 2, 1917, fiom OCCHS
member Betty Baker

*Multiple coples of papers and photos of Old Colorado
Clity copled from the Colorado Historical Soclety, fiom
OCCHS membar Martha Lee

*Copy of the Sheldon pht map of Colbbradoe Clty dated
February 17, 1873 ftomn OCCHS member Barbara
Barbaro

*Copy of the 18360 manuscript by Sylvester Buzzard of
Colorado Clty, fiom the Fioneers Muse wm

*Books: "Crystal Park”, “Sprinps of Colbrado™ “Natwre's
Names For Colorade Communities”, “Shattered
Dreams”, “Pikes Peak Ploneers”, “The Gold Camp Boad”,

and “Battk at the Pass"™, fiom OCCHS member Dave
Huphes

*Tortolse shall halr holdar fiom the Smibth family of five
girls who lived in Staten [sland, N. ¥. around rgoo and

who were aunts of Liz Geks, fiorn OCCHS member Liz
Gelss

*Oil painting of “Old Town Holy Day” by Jack Ekstromm,
frorn Jack Ekstrom

*Abstract of tide for property on Colorado Ave. lssuad
1%7 2, and Colorado Chy Ordinances, Nov. 1871 o 1 8gb,
fiorn Gene Brent

*Photo of W. A Love residence, Colorado Clty, 1 8008 or
eatly rooo, fiorm Dorothy Boyd

*1o41 calendar fiom “The Pikes Peak Floral Co.", fiom
Gary Cray

*Sample of barbed wire, from Deanne Hess

*Okd photopraphs of Colorado Springs and Silver Plume,
fiom Arthwr Grana

*o0 sheets of music of the Colorado Midland Band,
purchased by OCCHS

*FPhoto of Pilot Knob, Manitow, dated between 1945 and
19 49, fiom Don Jones

*Oripinal excerpt fiom Harpers Weekly dated May 7,
1850, otlpinal “The Graphic” dated June 2o, 187 4, ktier
dated Aptil 1, 1880, fiom Guillbrmo Alvarado

*Black quanz rock, fiom Zoe and Eyan Jones

*Books, "Bedewelopment Guidelines for Old Colorado
City", “Desipn Plan for Downtown Manitou Springs, CO™,

“The Great Plkes Peak Gold Bush™, “Jeep Tralls to
Colorade Ghost Towns”, “In Bed Rock Canyon Land”,
and “Massacre”, fiom Elolse Wynne

*Framed photopraph of Colbradoe City “ambassador”
Edna Francisco Pooler, donor unknown

*Book, "Northend Historic Desipn Guidelines” and
newsletters o “Nonhend” residents, donot unknowmn

*Book, “City of Mankou Springs Residential Desion
Guidelines Hand boo K, donor unknovwn

*Coples of sunvew, deed transfers and annexaton
papers of Crystal Hills development to Manbtow Sprinps
dated Dec. 17, 1969, donor unknown

*Books, "Colorado - A History”, and “Colorado Crazy
Quilt”, donor unknown

*Book, “Colorado Collepe: The Fist Cemiury”, donor
unknown

*Coples of dead/trust real estate transfors dated June 18,
1907, Including transfer of Palter Park from Gen
Palmetr to the city of Colorado Sprinps, donor unknown
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Merle Crocker's collection of old rifles which
hung on the knotty pine walls. There was a
long mural on one wall with an Idyllic
mountainscene. Up frontinthe window there
was an organ which several nights a week had
a live organist There was even in the §o's a
radio program live from the Merri-Lane.
Speaking of eating, how about the Fireside up
near 33rd Street or Cy's Drive In on Colorado
one of the subjects when 1 did hamburger
places.

As T often point out, someday something
will replace the things we think of as every
day, and solidly permanent The drug stotre
soda fountain, Colorado Avenue's saloons, the
railroad vards and gold mills, the sound ofa
school bell, a steam locomotive, or the chug of
a tractot, are these things you remember. Will
today's children look back fondly on DVD's,
ipods, game boys, Big Mac's, cheese filled
pizza crusts, and things like that? I try to not
make predictions, but I would put money on
some ofthese things. Right now the ysurely do
not seem like things that will be historic or
even nostalgic, but then again who would
expect the golden arches to come back Thete
are a dozen things that went away and came
back. I bet you can come up with things you
would like to see again, and another list of
things yvou would hope would never come
back, too! Just walk into an antique shop and
have a look at some ofthe things theyhave for
sale. I regularly do, and almost always hear
someone say. 'l used to play with those! If 1
had onlysaved one.

Can yvou remember when there were only
three radio stations? Or only two local
television stations? In the 1960's those
numbetrs grew. The first TV I saw was a Denver
station on a very snowy screen up where the
Air Force Academy now slits! KRDO had a well
known local radio announcer, Wes Bradley.
He was their first TV newsman when he
hosted an ewvening show from thelr bare
studlo, and did a series of how to build a TV
set. KKTV was on south Te jon in the old street
car barn, but it made a fair studio.

The subject ofdairies has come up. Names
like Carlson-Frink, I-X-1. far overshadowed
names like Cox and Holland, but do you
remember Scotland Pride? Meadow Gold had
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been Mowrey's, and had a store on Cashe la
Poudre at Colorado College and had real ice
cream. Js Drive In near there used the ice
cream In thelr milk shakes. There was quite a
youth attachment to J's. Here are Just a few
more names to stir up the memories; Pixie
Land Golf The Miracle House, Garden of the
Crods Stables, Stonewall Cottages, Ceorge's Pet
Supply, Colorado Springs Broom
Manufacturing Company, Croff's Paint Store,
as well as the well known Don Bates
Insurance, Schoch's Hardware and FRoget's
Bar! 1 wonder how this side of town mlight
have looked [f the railroad had ke pt running.

All of these subjects may not be ofinterest
to you, but I bet at least one item s ofinterest
to you! My favorite subject has been well
known for a long time, the Midland. 1 know
that Colorado City has a broad history and the
members of the historical soclety, like you,
will be interested in some ofthese items well
into the future.

WEB SITE ONVEILED

At the May 8th Annual Society
Meeting, the program afier the
business is conducted will consist
of a live demonstration by Dave
Hughes of all the features of our
new and powerful web site -
including the history in text and
photographs, interactive
moderated discussion forums,
ability of users to upload their
own historical offerings, a data
base of all 128 past West Word
newsletters, audio and video
interviews of old timers, and live
displays of all our artifacts. And
the ability to buy any of our Books
online, sign up as a new member,
or pay your renewal fees, donate
to the Society, or buy discount
tickets to our events online. It will

be a 30 minute tour de force.
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EDITORIAL:

A remarkable legacy

This year we are honoring the legacy ofthe
pioneers who founded Colorado City 150
years ago and of the men and women who
lived, wotrked, and visited here over the
ollowing yeatrs.

This month's events at the History Center
include two book signings by authors who
have created books about our region’s history.
Looking back ower the years, the books
written by our members, the historic
programs which the History Center has
hosted, and, yes, the articles published in
West Word are truly a remarkable legacy of
our own soclety. The varied viewpolints and
interests of our authors, researchers, and
speakers have given us a rich array of
perspectives on the events which shaped
Colorado City and our region

With our new we bsite, the entire collection
of West Word newsletters will be available to
our members online, making this remarkable
legacy mote avallable than ever.

Thank you to everyone who has
contributed to create this remarkable legacy
for all of us.

Don Ellis
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Pancake Breakfast

ar

Deb’s Coffee House

The Historic Templeton House
(on the patio)
z5th & Pikes Peak

Sunday; May 24th
Thar’s Rip Roarin’ Territory Days

8:30 am (o 11:30 am

A Fundraiser for
Our Historical Society!

Bring Your Family
or Friends!

CLEANING CLOSETS?

Men's and women's Victorian amd
carly 19o0s period clothing is needed
to add to the “costume closet” for
members to borrow for special
events.

Please donate any size of
Jackets — Vests - Coats - Hats
Dresses — Blouses — SKirts

Accessories, including
Gloves, Purses, Umbrellas, Men's
Tiecs

“Westemn” and Pioneer Styles

Al the History Cenfer
Tuesday, May g, 2009 - 7:00 PM

John Powell, Fl Paso County Forestry and
Noxious Weed Specialist, will present

Noxious Weeds

Noxlous weeds are non-native plants
which are aggressive and spread rapidly.
Since they are not natives, noxious weeds
lack the natural biological controls which
keep native ecosysterns in balance. More
than Just a nuisance, noxious weeds
threaten waluable wildlife habitats and
ecosystern integrity. Because ofthelr threat
to natural resources and because noxious
weeds cause economic hardship to
farmers and ranchers, Colorado has
enacted the Colorado Noxious Weed Act
which facilitates management of noxious
weeds and establishes a list of noxious
weeds which threaten Colorado.

Sponsored by
Friends of Red Rock Canyon
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2009 HISTORIC
PRESERVATITON, INC. AWARD
HONORS DAVE HUGHES

The Dana Crawiord Awards Dinner is
Colorado's largest statewide preservation
awards assembly, honoring individuals
and organizations which have made a
sionificant contribution toward
preserving Colorado's built history. The
evening's namesake is Dana Crawlord, a
pioneer in saving historic buildings that
were viewed as derelict eyesores and in
proving that their restoration makes
economic sense.

Fach year since 1988, Colorado honors
the efforts of individuals, projects, and
organizations that have made exemplary
contributions to the saving of Colorado's
built heritage recognizing
accomplishments in the areas of
preservation, rehabilitation, promotion,
philanthropy and leadership.

The 2009 recipierts br excellence in
historic preservation are the Central City
Opera Association, Dr. Charles Branigan
(Denver), Manzanola Train Depot
project, the Union Pacific Railroad (Grant
County), and our own, Dave Hughes
from OCCHS! Needless to say, we are
certainly aware of the many ways Dave
has and is still contributing to the history
and continuing preservation of Old
Colorado City and the Westside. Way to
g0, Davel

This wyears dinner will be held
Thursday, May 21, 2009 at the Sheraton
Denver Hotel For further information,

call (303) 893-4260 or
www. ColoradoPreservation.org

If' anyone would like to carpool to
attend this dinner, please contact the
History Center or Joanne Karlson This
event is a major fundraiser for their
organization.
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Col. (Ret) David R Hughes
Biography

David Hughes, 81, is a 3d generation
Colorado native who graduated from West
Point in 1950. He served as a highly
decorated Infantry officer in both the
Korean and Viemarn wars, taught at West
Point, rose to be a politico-military advisor
to the Secretary of Defense. He retired in
Colorado Springs in 1973

Owver the past 36 years he has been
involved in local civic affairs as well as
running his OWI1 advanced
telecornmunications business which took
him frorn the Rain Forests of Puerto Rico
to the slopes of Mount Everest. He has
been honored as an Internet Pioneer. He
led the successfil historic revitalization of
Old Colorado City and the Westside of
Colorado Springs starting in 1976 to
prevent it being destroved by Urban
Renewal

In 2004 he received a very high honor
from his Alma Mater, being designated a
Distinguished West Point Graduate.
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From the President’s Desk~

VWhile preparing this year's taxes, 1
learned an amazing fact from the U.S
Bureau of Labor and Statistics. Did you
know that the recently revised estimated
“value” of volunteer time is now $20.08
per hour? OCCHS really has some very
“expensive” volunteers when vou look at
our yearly budget! How much have you
contributed {or "earned™) as a volunteer in
20082 And already in 2004qll Keep in mind
that this dollar amount is calculated to
include benetits such as Insurance,
vacation, etc. When you talk to people
from other countries, many do not
understand the concept of volunteerism
Each of you deserves a pat on the back!
Yes, our History Center volunteers are
most valuable!

However, we still need some extra
help for May and a busy summer. A day
or an occasional few hours will be greatly
appreciated. Call the History Center if you
can help and leave a message for Bev or
Sharon. Specific areas where extra help is
needed are events, walking tours,
building and grounds maintenance, food
for bake sales, and the Bookstore,

The next issue of WestWord will be
a combined June - July issue. Your August
issue will arrive the end of July with
updated information about our Founders’
Day celebration, dedication of the
monument in Bancroft Park, and the
Cemetery Crawl as well as a preview offall
events.

Hope to see you May 8th for the social
hour, our annual business meeting and
Dave’s media presentation. Bring your
friends to leam how OCCHS is on the
“cutting edge” of museum technology.
Then you can tell your grandchildren
how ‘cool” the History Center Iis
becomingl May is a busy month. Come
and enjoy!

Regards,
~ Yoarre Kakdson

Treasurer's Report
April, 2009

Qur fund ralsing for the
Sesquicentennial Monument s moving
along., Withsome donors taking advantage
of being able to donate by secure credit
card through our new Soclety web site, as
of this writing Friday, April 17th, we have
collected % 5,767 from 60 donors. Together
with the $5,000 prant we were awarded by
the Ackerman fund, we have 510,767
assured. We still have $733 to go to reach
the minimum Wilhelm Monuments
contract cost of$ 11,500, but $1,733 to go to
the $12,500 Wilhelm estimates we need to
Insure we also cover the expected added
engraving caused by changes the clty
requested we make to the design. Any
surplus we will first use to improve the
dull concrete slab beneath the monument
itself and then for other Sesquicentennial
Celebration expenses. But all donors will
be recognized in our Time Capsule.

We expended %1200 to design and
ptint g o000 coples of our two page historic
‘Colorado City Journal' which was enclosed
In 7,300 Westside Story malled newsletters,
300 West Word malled society newsletter,
and coples have has been handed out at
center and outside presentations. It has
been very well recelved. A one large page
variation of it will be included at no cost to
our Soclety in 55,000 Hub Inserts of the
Cazette for May zi1st, three days before
Territory Days.

We are facing higher costs for our fund
raising events. We had to pay $515 for a
Special Events Insurance Policy for two of
our events which includes one million
dollar co-insurance for the city.

We now hawve $3,726 in our ready
reserves, $00,450 In our fixed Endowment,
%7727 In our checking account and $1,207
in our Book and Cift Store account. Costs
are up, earned interest is low, and revenue
Is down.

Dave Hughes
Treasurer
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MAY 2009 Sesquicenfennial Programs & Evenls

Saturday, May z
3 to § pam.
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Saturday, May 10
2 pun
May 23, 24, 25

May z4
Storr am

Celebrating rso Years of Early El Faso County and Old Colorade City History, 1850 to 2009

Proprams are fiee and open to the public, however donations are welcome,
Doors will be open by 1001 5 am. for the Friday morning programs.
Come early for coffee and to visit the Museum exhibiits or browse the Boolstore.

For more information, call (719) 636-1225 or email historyv@oldcolo.com

“Historic Photos of Colorado Springs” Remarks and book
with OCCHS member and author, reception Sharon Swint.
Books available for purchase.

Light refreshments and sodial time honoring past Board members.
Annual Business Meeting and Flections. Note change of time
Presentation: Announce & Demonstrate the New OCCHS Website and
Technology. Public welcome.

‘The Shamrock Ranch: its history and connections o the Husted and
Allen families and Colomado City”, THustrated propram by author, David
Wismer, with a book sipning of his recent publication, availablz for purchase.

Annual Territory Davs Event. Bake sale. Garvin Cabin & Museum open.
Pancake Breakfast, OCCHS fundraiser at Deb’s Coffee House, 2 5. 25th 5t




