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'enry Templefon

by Dave Hughes

Henry Termpleton, his wife and 8 children
lived through everything we associate with
ploneer life on the Colorado fontier -
coming westward In a covered wagon
duting the Fikes Peak ot Bust Gold rush,
homesteading , doing whatever It took to
make a living, patriotic, encountering both

Mary Templeton 1839-1892

friendly and hostile Indians, coping with
fickle mature and prasshoppers, succeeding
and failing at business then succeeding
again, holding fast all his life to his religious
beliefs, relying on his steadfast wife,
passing onto thelr children his strong
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SUERNIZSION DEADLIME 13 THE 1 5th OF EACH MONTH

MISSION

Bewieed April oo 4
The Oid Colorade Oy Historical Soclery was founded a5 3 volunieer

orgEnizaton b recogrise the hisoncalsignifrance and unigue cultune
of ontginal! Nd Colorado City and eany B! faso County This spirit =
perpetiEied though the praserafion orart@ces andaniival matenals,
encouEmement of messamh, edumton of the chiidren and the
community: through fie membeship and the operation of fie History
Centerat 1 South 240k Street, Colorado Springs, Colomsdo

MEMEFRSHIPS
Memberships are welcome at ary e Membership
renewals are due on the annbversary date of the Indilal
membershdp. Members secebve the Wisf Word newsletier,
disconnis, local meetings and prograns.

Antual nembershlp dassificatlons are:
Student $rg Lifetime $rgo
Individual  $zo Business  § g0
Family Fazg Corporate  %zg0

Funds fMom a Lifedne membermhip are placed it a
ferperuitywEndowment Fund o De wed only Ior popcts which have
beenappmved by ma- thinds ofthe membershin Onlyvihe inrerese ot}
D used Iorcument expenses. We welcome girks fo s fund, wilch wiil
De credited b e donor oras 4 meroenal

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Fresldent Joarme Earlson ATE2574
Wlce Fresldent Fhll MecConald §32-08E T
Jecretaty Janlce deChadenades §QE-7IEg
Treasirer Dravld Fuohes 6262040
At Crawiom §7E-I1 &8
Beverley Disch G24-5023
Torn Hendrx 6237302
Faul Shepard A23-E0g0
Jhaton Jwint Ga0-8284
MEETIMNGS

OCCHS Monthly Meetlng & Progran is held at 11 am. onihe
secord Frday of each month, except durlng June, July, and
August. The History Center opers at 1o a.m. onthe day of the
meeting for refresbments and visltatlon. The program
beglis at 11 am. This noeeting s free and open to the public

WELCOME TO OCCHS!
~ NEW & RENEWING
MEMBERS

Kay Atteberry
Chatlease Bobo

Fred Clark

Norman Clark
Murlel Dunkley
Marjorie Evans
Barbara Ewell

Shirle v Fallis

Merrell Folsom
Diana Francese
Kathleen McBride
Mary Beth McKnight
Stephen Murtagh
Curtis & Angie Neeley
Michael Olson
Marjorie Phillips
Albert Rich

Faul Shepard

Pat & Scott Simpson
Valerie Stewart
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—=—=~"Sunday, December 6
-5 P
Featuring & inns plus the
FIcAllister House museum

Invife your fricnds!

Tichcts avalalic at the Hisfory Conler
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moral values. And finally prospering in the
end while contributing greatly to the
community he had faith in - Colorado Clty -
in which he lived and worked for 52 years.

Hentry was botn in Scotland in 1331. In
1852 at 21 years old he Immiprated into
America, landing in the Rochester, New York
area. He met a 16 year old lass from Ireland,
Mary Coffy and married her in a Methodist
Church service in 1855 They fisst mowved
further west into lllinois where he statrted to
succeed at Birming:

Henry tried to enlist in the Union Anmy in
1360 as the Civil War was threatening, but he
had a chronic Kidney ailment, and was not
permitted to join. There already was a
nationmal deptression His wife, already with

three smmall children, had
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Territorial Capitol called ‘Colorade City
where they encountered the Baird family on
Beaver Fanch whom they had known in
Ilinois. They got there on July 1st, 1862 Just 7
days before the first Colorado Territorial
Crovemment convened — or only a Bwdays -
before abandoning Colorado City.

Henry looked for oppottunities. He started
hauling timber [n thelr wagon pulled by their
oxen to growing and bullding Colorado City.
In 1363 Henry bought out Harvey Anway's
‘Hotel’ Harvey had owned the two story
building whose site today Is at the ‘Fort
marker at 2813 West Pikes Peak While that
once-hotel became the Templeton’s home r
several years, when the Indian scares of 1364
and 1368 boiled up, the town folk helped
fortify their large , building with timbers. ‘The

objected to his efforts to join
He wrote in later life that he
said “Mary, they won't have
me 50 If1 can't be In it, I wish
to be out of it, 50 let us go to
Colorado!” 5She reportedly
replied “All right, Henry, 1
would rather go to Colorado
than have you go to war “

While Henry had beenable
to stock up his covered wagon
with ample supplies, had 6
good oxen to pull his prairie
schooner, and drove 50 head
of caittle, the long trip along
the HMatte River route was
tough They had to travel from
Council Bluffs, Iowa, with 100
other pioneers, while Mary
was pregnant They travelled
under a finn trail boss since
the Cheyenne Indians already
were raiding and Killing
settlers crossing the plains to
Denwver . Their party was
‘comralled’ by Indians sewveral
times, but no battles took
place. They got through to
Denver City, where the group
broke up and everyone went
their separate ways.

Henry decided first to head
firther south to the ‘new
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few Colorado City women and children
stayed there at night

As apriculture began to flourish along
Fountain Creek after settlers learned, from the
Mexicans, how to build irrigation ditches, and
good wheat was belng prown, Henry bullt the
second Flour Mill in Colorado Clty in 1864 It
was profitable for several years, while surplus
flour was carried to and sold in Denver. Then
another depression hit “When he had to
borrow money at high rates of interest, he lost
the Milll But he refised to resort to
bankruptcy - and eventually paid off all his
debis.

Henry Templeton went back to make a
living with his sons as a farmer and rancher,
and hauler oftimber

Along with his wife and growing children
he became fully involved with the Methodist

Church, first headed by
Beverend “William Howbert,
Irving Howberts father,
who had come down from
Buckskin Joe in October
1361 to establish a church
Later he and his young
“Templeton Brothers” were
well known to Father Dyer
- later called the Snowshoe
Itinerant Preacher. He
becamme a very active
member in  the third
Methodist Church that long
stood on the Corner of
today's 23d and West Pikes
Peak

According to his son
James Henty, the closest he
ever heard his father swear
was when he exclaimed
“Tarnatior”

In fact, the Templeton
family was so helpfil and
involved in the affairs of
those churches, raising
funds, and becoming class
leaders that Henry
Templeton was later in life
called the “Father of
Methodisitm in the Fikes b
Peak Region” ot e

Fi
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The Templeton Children were all schooled
in Colorado City, first at the ‘Grout School’
even when all hands were needed at home s0
much that they only went to school three
months a year and worked on the farms and
ranches the other 9 months. All the boys prew
up to be successiul cattlernen.

Henry was always faithful to, and believed
in, the future of Colorado City, even afier
Colorado Springs was founded in 13771 and
siphoned off everything from the County Seat
to businesses. But he was perictly willing to
haul ties for Palmer's Denver and Rio Grande
Rallroad dowmtown and as it went right
through Colorado City to Manitou Springs.
When Leadville boomed with silver in 1370,
the Templeton family became, with their own
teams, part of the booming freighting

business, hauling heavy supplies from the
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tailheads in Colorado Springs to the high
COLNIrY.

During all those years between 1862 and
18336 while he and Colorado City were
economically struggling, he had continued to
buy up lots in and around Colorado City. So
when in 1385, eastem industralist John J
Hagerman, recovering from tuberculosis,
decided to fimance the Midland Rallroad, he
bought from Templeton lots of the land
needed for the roundhouse, shops, terminals,
and railroad beds south of Colorado Clty
across Fountain Creek. Records showed no
less than 30 property wansfrs from
Templeton in that decade.

That is when Henry and Mary Templeton
started reapling the rewards for thelir years of
hard work, frugality and faith. In 1391, he was
able to risk building the ‘Templeton

YWesT Worn

Page 5

Templeton Block building in late 1393 for
$20,000. A nice profit
He then sold the southern end of the lot on

which the house sits next to the alley. The
Boone Mortuary was bullt on that rather
narrow lot. It still stands. Henry Templeton Is
said to have enjoyed golng next door
occasionally to conduct services at funerals.

He lived out his last years living with his
daughters Sara and Cora in the house he had
built for his wife. That still stands and houses
Deb’s Coffee House Restaurant today. All three
other daughters, Fdna, Emma, Hattie, married,
lived in their owm homes very close io the
Templeton House.

Finally Henry Templeton, a true Colorado
City pioneer died on September 11th, 1014
He was 33 years old.

Block on the NW comer of today's at
25th and West Colorado Awvenue -
opposite what we call now the twin
“Meadow Muffin® building. Its three
brick stoties with a large basement cost
$14,000 to build in 1897 (itsold for $1.2
million in 2005)

The building had a large dry goods
store on the first floor, while the second
floor was advertised as ‘Templeton Fats’
providing 13 rental lodging units. The
third floor was exclusively reserved or
use by the Masors and the Knights of
Pythias. The basement with an & Hot
celling with an ouside entrance
contained ewven more commercial
space. There were full utilities.

Together with the similar building to
the east that had the Waycott Opera
House In it, and with street car service
right outside, that Colorado Awvenue
Intersection made the two buildings the
new ‘downtown’ of Colorado Clty It

Want to get involved? There are many
ways. First, you
appropriate for

INTRODUCING
“GRANDMA’S ATTIC”

e

A new feature has
been added to the
Bookstore called
“Grandma'’s Attic”.
The beautiful glass
display case in our
Bookstore now sells
consignments and
donated items that
remind us of days
gone byv.

can donate an item
sale in this displav.

helped that at the foot of 25th Street
across the Fountain Creek bridge was
the Passenger Terrmimal for the Midland.

By 1801 Henry Templeton, was aging.
At 60 he built the fine home on the
comer of25th and Pikes Peak Avenue as
a pift to his wife.

Sadly, Henry's wife Mary died at 52,
in 1892 soon after both the Templeton
building and her house Twere
completed. So Henry sold the

Proceeds will go directly to help offset costs
of the Historical Society Second, you can
bring in items for consignment sale.
Guidelines for donations and consignment
are available at the bookstore. Finally, you
and a friend can come in to the bookstore
and shop all vou want!

It is great to try something new. Come
join us in “Grandma’s Attic”.
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Recent Acquisilions
atl the History Cenler

By Barbara Barbaro

Within the past two months we've been
fortunate to acquire some wonderfil artifacts
and archives through the thoughtfulness of
many people., Listed below are the articles
donated and the persors/organizations who
donated them

+ Gllbert gramophone and dozens of 78 LP
records, from Jeff Iself] in honor of his
father, Ed Iself

¢ Multiple title abstracts and documents
pettaining to Colorado Cltyand Colorado
Springs properties, from Jim Phillips

+ A ledger book of all Short Line Railroad
employees dating from around 1900
through 1047, from Tim and Shery Reid

+ Several miniature photos and colorslides
of Colorado Springs and the local area
dating from around the 19208, from
Martha Ann Kanagy

+ A letter about Edward Wynkoop, a
controversial figure at the 1364 Battle of
Sand Creek, and extracts ofan unfinished
biography of Winkoop published by the
Colorado Historical Society, from Chris
Wynkoop, great, preat nephew of Edward

Wynkoop
+ Antique scoop showvel with a wooden
handle, frorm OCCHS member Don Ellis

+ Handmade oatmeal container and scoop
dating from around 1390-1900, from
OCCHS member Jan deChadenedes (the
itemns belonged to her grandmother)

+ Two books, “Chost Tales of Cripple
Creek”, and “Myers Avenue”, from Bill
Loewen

+ Sawyer & Garstin 19071 summary of water
resources of Colorado City, Colorado
Springs, and Manitou Springs, from the
Manitou Springs Historical Society

Old Colorado City Historical
Society Oral History Project

The Old Colorado Clty Historical
Society (OCCHS) started an oral history
project several years ago. The purpose of
the projectis to interview anyone who had
a connection with families living in
Colorado City (now the Westside of
Colorado Springs) prior to 1917 when it
was an Independent town To date, a
number of interviews hawe been
conducted and recently the project teamn
decided to broaden the scope and locate
additional people to interview and record
stories of Colorado City.

Members of the cornmittee are:

CGordon Gray, Chair
Sharon Swint, co-Chalr
Betty Baker

Elaine Fadney

Sarah Swint-Martinez

The committee s requesting people
who have personal family, or historical
stories of Colorado Clty to contact them.
The interviews are designed to last about
one hour and a pre-interview meeting or
phone call is encouraged so the person
being interviewed will have a general idea
of what is belng requested during the
interview and feel more comfortable. The
interviews can either be done in the
person’s home or at the History Center
located at 1 South 24th Street in Colorado
Springs.

Ifyou hawve a story ofinterestand would
like to be a part of preserving important
historical events, please call the History
Center at 710-636-1225 or send an emall
to oldcoloradocityoralhistory@emalilcom.
Provide your name, phone number, email
(if one is available) and the period of time
your story takes place; Le, "Colorado City
in the 13908 A committee member will
get In contact with you and obtain
information about your story and make
arrangements for an interview.

Ifyou have guestions, you can contact
Crordon at 719-660-6307.




Volurme 24., Murmber O

WesT Worn

Page 7

From the President’s Desk~

The Board of Directors has a challenge
for OCCHS members!

We are asking 1Or at least sixty resporses
by November 15 to this question Please put
oh your thinking caps and let us know your
thoughts.

What Is your vision {or dream) of what the
Old Colorado City History Center could be
{or should be) in another ten years..2020?

This includes the Soclety which is the
governing body.

'The Vision Committee has not met fora
year, and we hawve recommendations frorm
that group of eight Our Sesquicentennial
Year has had varled programs and events,
new exhibits, many new visitors and
OCCHS members, and a budget still in the
black! What can 2zo10.and 2020 bring?
What are the expectations of our members?
A vision staternent goes beyond the mission
statement of an organization.

Flease email or mail your comments with
Attention: OCCHS Board.

Yes, next year, we will report back to the
membership the consersus of jour
oplnions.

Meanwhile, we look BHrward to our
November events as well as a new exhibit
along the ramp wall Electricians have been
busy this week re-wiring the downstalrs.
Members are planning two fundraisers (see
Calendar In this Issue). January programs
will be announced in the next newsletter
which will be for Decemnber/January...giving
our Editor a holiday break!

And last, I enjoyed meeting everyone at
the annual dinner October 1. It was a pood
evening and good company

T 1.7
P p—— . .
La I FUFLE A dA DS
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Consider giving & 'qift of history’ this vear!
Shop in the Bookstore
for a variely of book fopics
and vinfage consignrnent ifems.

Happy Holidays to All!

Treasurer’s Report
October, 2009

Eardy October included ow Annual
Dinner, which was held inside the Ghost
Town Museum While not a ‘fund raiging
event per se, a separate Silent Auction was
held. The Dinner was catered by Front Range
Barbaque, with tables and chairs rented from
Brunco's, and with meeting-space rental from
Ghost Town. The total cost was $1,404, With
ticket rsales totaling %1,604 for the 66
attendees. Asmall surplus of $200.

The Silent Auaction, which Included a
number of interesting paintings by TJack
Ekstrom was a s wprise. It netted us $875 in
addition to the dinner.

Suzanne Schorsch who has gotten a firm
handle on managing our Book Store was able
to start providing vour Treasurer an excel
Spread sheet with detailed accounting of last
month's sales — $644.07. Costs were $47 3.44,
leaving the Book Store Bank Account Balance
at end of Septemberat %3,758.80.

O uiet lifetime member Shirley Bonds, who
for many vears owned Peedess Graphics in
Old Colorado City before she retired donated
a second %5000 grant this month t© our
gociety to support further digitization of our
larpe photopraph collection, including a
donation of many pretty rare negatives from
her orpginal printing plant, one of which
shows a gquite rare imape of the Midland
Band Members before 1900 In Native
American costume, rather than in  their
customary conductor-type uniforme.

Ouwr archives operations center in the
basement of our center with 7 volunteers has
been improved by both a general electrical
upgrade ofall the wiring costing us %1,6 671.60,
the upprading of one of our older computers,
purchasre of a second, new Window XP
computer capable of sup porting a new digital
scannelr, and donation of a lampe screen
computer monitor.

S50 we arrive in mid October with $5,730 In
our checking account, %3750 in ouwr
Bookstore Account %3o,516 in our low-
interestsavings account, and $76,783 (current
value) of our higher interest yielding Bonds.
Or a total of $116,307 in liquid assets.

e, Hugh%, Treazurer
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Friday, Nov. 13
11 AM.

Saturday, Nov. 14
o AM. til 4 P.M

Sunday, Dec. 6
1to 5 PM

FALL 2009 - SESQUICENTENNIAL YEAR
PROGRAMS & EVENTS

Program: “History In-and-Around Fountain Creek: the
Southern End of El Paso County” Dorothy Boywd, member of
the Fountain Historical Soclety and new musewm, will present
Fountain's own “character” with little known facts of early El Faso
County history.

Don't miss this “first-time” program. No program In December.

NEW! History Center Bookstore & Boutique Sale

Early holiday shopping with Bookstore specials plus local arntisans
with handcrafted items from jewelry to qulilts, baked goods, and more!
Free admission Drawings every hour. Refreshiments,

15th Annual Bed & Breakfast & Historic Homes Tour

Visit eight inns plus McAllister House all decorated for the holidays.
Refreshments and door prizes at History Center.

Tickets in advance $10, dayofevent $15.

Military discount with ID $3 advance, $13 day ofevent

Tickets avalilable Nov. 1 online or at History Center.

Most programs are free. Donations are welcome
Come early for refres hments and tour the museum




