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George Birdsall

an unforgeffable leader in Colorado Cify and Colorado S prings
by Barbara Barbaro and Paul Shepard

Many leaders of the Pikes Peak region started  for little financial reward. He risked his life as a
their careers in Colorado City. One of these law enforcement officer, and volunteered his
outstanding leaderr was George Birdsall Some  time for the betterment of the community for
may have been more prominent but none were  more than four decades.

more dedicated that Birdsall. He was symbolic
of the public servant working for his community

special Collections, Tt Library,
[

Colorada College, Colorade Springs, Colorado

George Birdsall, Early Law Enforcem ent Officer

Birdsall as a law enforcement officer

Peginning in 1000 and ending 1017,
Colorado City and Fl Paso County saw
George Birdsall as their primary law
enfbreement officer.

Birdsall war just a young man of about
nineteen when he and a fiiend of his first
came to Colorado. An ambitious man,
Birdsall worked warious jobs until he
joinad the Colorad o City Fire Deparntment
in 1899. In the spring of that year he
supposadly convinced the city council to
appoint him mamrkhal in addition to his
job as the fire chief all for a salary less
than they would have had to pay for both
positions. He later resigned as fire chietf
and held the position of mamwhal through
1gob. In 1007 and 1908 he worked in the
office of the State Treasury, and then in
1909 became the sheriff of Fl Pago County.
He served as sherff for the next cight
VEars.

During the time Birdsall was marshal
Colorado City was still establishing itself
as a decent, law-abiding town Tts
population was steadily growing. At the
same time thouph, Colorado Avenue, the
town's main street, was lined with one
gsaloon after another, and the red light
district, just one street south of its saloon

Contdnved page 3
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The Old Colorado City Historical Society

ANOMNFROFIT CORPORATION
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LETTERS, FHOTOSGRAPHS, ARTIFACTS AND 3TORIES CAM BE
LELIVERED T THE OCCHS CENTER OR MAILED T

WEST WORD Editor c/o OCCHS
I Sowth z4ih Sireet
Colorado Springs, G0 Sogo4-3310

or Don Ellis - splde reort@pclsyanet
SUERNIZSION DEADLIME 13 THE 1 5th OF EACH MONTH

MISSION

Bewieed April oo 4

The Oid Colorade Oy Historical Soclery was founded a5 3 volunieer
orgEnizaton b recogrise the hisoncalsignifrance and unigue cultune
of ontginal! Nd Colorado City and eany B! faso County This spirit =
perpetiEied though the praserafion orart@ces andaniival matenals,
encouEmement of messamh, edumton of the chiidren and the
community: through fie membeship and the operation of fie History
Centerat 1 South 240k Street, Colorado Springs, Colomsdo

MEMEFRSHIPS
Memberships are welcome at ary e Membership
renewals are due on the annbversary date of the Indilal
membershdp. Members secebve the Wisf Word newsletier,
disconnis, local meetings and prograns.

Antual nembershlp dassificatlons are:
Student $rg Lifetime $rgo
Individual  $zo Business  § g0
Family Fazg Corporate  %zg0

Funds fMom a Lifedne membermhip are placed it a
ferperuitywEndowment Fund o De wed only Ior popcts which have
beenappmved by ma- thinds ofthe membershin Onlyvihe inrerese ot}
D used Iorcument expenses. We welcome girks fo s fund, wilch wiil
De credited b e donor oras 4 meroenal

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Fresldent Joarme Earlson ATE2574
Wlce Fresldent Fhll MecConald §32-08E T
Jecretaty Janlce deChadenades §QE-7IEg
Treasirer Dravld Fuohes 6262040
At Crawiom §7E-I1 &8
Beverley Disch G24-5023
Torn Hernddx 6237302
Faul Shepard A23-E0g0
Jhaton Jwint Ga0-8284
MEETIMNGS

OCCHS Monthly Meetlng & Progran is held at 11 am. onihe
secord Frday of each month, except durlng June, July, and
August. The History Center opers at 1o a.m. onthe day of the
meeting for refresbments and visltatlon. The program
beglis at 11 am. This noeeting s free and open to the public

WELCOME TO OCCHS!
~ NEW & RENEWING
MEMBERS

Lewis Angel

Bill Arbogast

Betty Baker

Donna Bymaster

Lou & Barbara Carpenter
Eugene Current
Marilyn Eisenhauer
Jim & Carolyn Engquist
Ethel Even

James Gunn

Delores J. Gustaon
Edie Hires

David & Diana Hughes
Evelyn Hurr

Juliet Johnson

Marge & Joe Knorr
Helen K. Leonard
Donald McGilchrist
Mike McKinstry

Betty Rapjck

Jan & Katie Schimmel
Niente Smith

Denise Winter

An article in the [ast
West Word may have
left the impression that
the only news coverage
of the Sesquicentennial
Founders Day
celebration was by the
Gazette. Actually, several
publications provided
coverage.
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row, was rowdy and out of control. Tt was the
height of the pold rush period, and Colorado
City plaved an important role in supplying
equipment to the miners. It was the same time
that ammed troops set up camps in the city to
protect citizens against violence dwring the
union sirikes at three pold processing mills near
Colorado City. As sheriff, Bindeall saw Colorado
City become a dry town in 19013, and then in
1017 he was there when it was annexed to
Colorado Springs. He indeed, played an integral
part in maintaining law and order.

Unfortunately, written records and
documentation of arrests made under Birdsall's
tenure as both marshal and sheriff are scarce.
We do know, through various newspaper
articles thoupgh, that PBirdsall went to every
extent seemingly possible to po after and pet the
bad guys. As an example, he once went out to
Grand Junction, Colorado, to bring a Mr. Davis
back to Colorado City. Davis had been charged
with the theft of'%30 obtained by short changing
a clerk in the post office just a few dayws before
he took off for Grand Junction. Birdsall made it
just in the nick of time, for Davis had just been
fined for stealing a Kodak camera in that city
and was just leaving the courthouse when he
arrived. In yet another newspaper report, in
December 1900 he trawveled all the way to San
Francisco to apprehend and bring back to
Colorado a man named Fdward Oakley, who
was charped with passing a bad check on the
Santa Fe railroad. Oakley had even gone so far
ar to enlist in the Army while in 5an Francisco in
order to evade arrest, but it didn't help. He soon
confessed and ended up in county fil

A controversial man, Birdsall had his share of
those opposed to his style and approach to law
enforcement The Colomado Springs Gazette
and the Colorado City Tris were the two main
newspapets in the local area at the time of
Birdrall's incumbency both as marmhal and
sherifft The Garzette in particular, did not like
Birdrall and appeared to take every opportunity
to criticize him whenever a controversial ssue
arcee According to the Gazette, Birdsall was far
too lenient on the madame who man their
bordellos in the red light district. Ttaccused him
more than once of tuming his head the other
wayas opium joints operated within an ear shot
of the police station and confidence men and
bunco steereris operated “without molestation”
as they shook down their victimes for thousands
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of dollars. The local association of the Women's
Christian Temperance Union was against him
when munning for office.

On the other hand, Birdsall was revered and
respectad by many. Just the mere fact that he
was elected seweral times to the position of
marshal and then sherifff says plenty for the
trust and support the local people had in him.
In 1923 the Gazette was purchased by Clarence
Hamlin, the owner of the Fvening Telegraph
Hamlin had been a long time supporter of
Birdsall and provided him more positive press
coverage fiom then on.

In a paper presented to the Colorado Springs
Ghost Town Club in April 1970, L E. Ellinwood
fondly recalls as a voung boy growing up in
Colorado City, and his impression of George
Birdgall, who was a filend of his parents.
Ellinwood wrote, “He was a small boy's ideal of
a man who led an exciting and interesting life,
T war s we for several yvears that I wanted to grow
up to be a man just like him and devote my life
to the same occupation. He rode about town on
a beautiful bay horse. Strapped around his
waist was a big revolver, the belt being fill of
bullets to use in an emergency. He was @all and
thin with somewhat sloping shoulders, and
wore a lightcolored Stetson hat Yes, he was a
"sood guy’, the town marshal, and he
commanded the respect, not only of small boys,
but most of the citizens as well T was indeed
thrilled and pleased whenever he took the time
to speak to me on the streets or while T was
plaving in the vard. To have Georpe Birdsall
know and recopnize you was a real honor. At
lzast thir was true of all law-abiding citizens.”

Birdsall as a commmunity leader ancd
businessman

After completing his lagt term as a local law
enforcement agent, to support the war effort
Birdeall went to work for the fdermal
government in an agency that was a forerunner
to today’s Federal Bureau of Investipation. After
World War 1 Birdsall returned to Colorado
Springs in 1919 and boupght the Packard
automobile agency. Shortly after that he added
the Nash fianchise to his dealemship located at
13 N. Nevada. The Packard was a luxury car
while the Nash was more of an auto for the
middle clars. He soon formed a partnership
with Frank Stockdale, who had worked at
Strangs Buick

Contlired pace 4
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During the bllowing year Colorado Springs
voters changed the city charter from an elected
Mavor Council poverniment to a City Manaper
form of povernment Reformers around the
country believed this type of povernment would
eliminate big city bosses ffom politics. George
Birdsall was one of nine members firt elected
in 1921 to this new type of council under which
he would serve as a city councilman for the next
22 years. In this system a president and vice
prasident of the council were chosen by the
other members rather than by the voters. In
1925 Birdeall ran for re-election. The terms were
stappered with three members clected every
twio yvears. After each election the council chose
a mavyor and vice mavyor.

The 1925 clection was one of the most
controversial in the history of the area. In 1924
the Ku Klux Klan took control of the Govermnor's
office and won majorities in both houses of the
legislature, The Klan had an ambitious
legislative apenda and thought they had the
votes to implement it However, Senators T A
Puffer and David Flliot, two fiscally conservative
Republicans fiom Fl Paso County who were
chairs of the TFinance and 5Siate Affairs
committees joined forces with Democratic
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leadership and killed all but one minor KKK
bilL This infuriated John Locke, the Grand
Dragon of the Klan according to Robert Allen
Goldberg in his book, Hooded Empire: The Ku
Klux Klan in Colorado. The Klan decided they
had to take control of politice in the one major
city in Colorado that was anti-Klan. They
decided they would win the 1925 City Council
Flection and recall Puffer and Elliot. The
incumbent members of council up for re-
election were the Mawvor Ira Harris, Walter
Drake, and Birdsall The KKK candidates were
GO, Bartlett, T, F. Rudy, and Frank Seeley. Six
hundred Klansmen came from other parts of
the sate to campaign for their candidates. When
the votes were counted the three incumbenis
were reelected with Birdsall getting the most
votes of all the candidates. After this election
the Klan began losing political power
throughout the state and soon disbanded.
Aocording to Goldberg the Colorado Springs
City Council election was the beginning of the
end of Klan power in Colorado.

Birdsall would win re-election in ro3r and
1937 much more easily than in lgzg, When
Mavor Harris died in 1027 the vice mavor was
elected to be the president of the council and

Birdsall was elected to

: v o s ‘ I
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Sperlal Collestions, Turt Litrdry, Iiljugﬁ- Colorado - ;" Colofado
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George Birdsall (far right) standing next to Herbert Hoover

be the vice president
of the council Two
years later he was
elected president of
the council, meaning
he was mavyor. Every
twio yvears for the next
14 veas he was
chosen by his fellow
councilman to be
mavyor. He served as
the political leader as
the small town
became a city in the
1§ 40°8.

Years later when
asked what was the
greatest achievements
of Colorado Springs
during his time ag an
elected official he said
the most important
was the development
of watersupplyon the
north slope of Pikes
Pzak. He believed a
city could not grow

[
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without adequate water. He alko believe the
city's venture into public ownership of utilities
was essential because it helped pay for the
water. Both projects were funded through
bonds o no tax increase was required to pay off
the debt Among other achievements citied by
Birdsall were oiling of the streets, construction
of a sewape disposal plant and the
dewelopment of public parks.

In 1954 the Nonth Fnd Power plant was
dedicated to and named after him. Two veas
later on August zg, 1056 George Birdeall died
after a long and debilitating illness. Upon
hearing of his passing city Mavor Harry Blunt
praised Birdsall saving no other individual has
done more for the city of Colorado Springs.

Ellinwood, the voung boy who so vividly
remembered Birdsall as a marshal, ended his
paper with these touching words about Birdsall.
“He was an cuttanding fipure in the west. His
life exemplifies the drmamatic story of what is
possible for a young ambitious man to
accomplish in America, if he has the
determination to make good. He stanted out as
a messenger boy in Denver, later a grocery clerk
He accepted almost any kind of work until he
was hired as fireman in 1800 and then
policeman in Colorado City in 1900, From then
on for almost half a century he was in public
service in important offices in the Pikes Peak
region and had an important part in shaping
the policies which helped to make the
communitya desirable place to live todavy.”

{Information for the portion of this article on
Firdsalls career a5 3 faw enforcement officer
was extracted from the book, “Law and Disorder
in Colorado Cihy', wiritten by OCCHS member
Earhara Parbaro and co-author of this article )
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~CIVE A GIFT OF HISTORY~
+ boolk or CD from OCCHS
Bookstore & Gift Shop

+ gift certificate from the Bookstore

+ membership in OCCHS

+ one-ofa-kind slice of history from
a Garvin Cabin log

+ tickets to Holiday Bed & Breakfast
Inn tour

+ gift certificate for a small group
walking tour in the Old Colorado
City Historic District

+ personalized commemorative
brick on History Center patio

L1

~for prices and information-
Bookstore now online
history@oldcolo.com
or call the Bookstore (636-1225)

WANTED: YOUR E-MAL ADIRESS

Your Society needs to confinue to cornpile the
ernall addres=e= of all nembers who have such.
We already have, and use the email addresses
of nearly 100 of ouwr members. As our pnnting
and railing costs keep going up sharply we
need to be able fo send announcernents,
renewal rerninders, and encourage members to
use owr new web site to buy our book s and giits
and renew their memberships. Mernber Diana
Hughes rmay be calling vou to ask for your
ernall address and explain how we linnit the
distribution and use of our list.

Fn AMeme vy c/
Charles “Chuck” Geiss

Chuck Geiss passed away on
September 17, 2009 after an
extended illness.

Chuck’s woik as a2 project engineer

took fim to England and elsewfiere

around the world. In New Yok he
met fiis fiture wite, Liz, He and

Liz, retired to the OId Colorado
City neichborfiood in Coforado
Sptings and became members of
OCCHS Chuck was also an active
member of two bowling feagues,
played the piano and sangin his
church chioir:

Liz creates many of the exfiibits at
the History Uenter
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MIDLAND

STATION
d-

12 escheduled
Viclorian Bue kram Frame Hal

Making Workshop

Eurld Your Oen VictonandSdwardran Hadf

Saturday, October 1%, 2009
At the History Center
0:00 — 4:00-ish
Cost $48.00

Every person will build a womens or
men's buckram fiame Victorian hat - one of
1 4 different Denise Nadine patiern styvles.

Bagic sewingskille required.

The Instructor i Denisre Winter. Denire
hag been making her own hats for many yveats
and har a line of hat making kits and patterns.

Visit wwwdenisenadinedesion com o view
hatshides and select your desion,
Advance mservations required by
October sth. Call Jo Cervone, 266-9096,
for more details.
~Denise will alko be donating an orgginal
beautifully decorated hat for owr Annual
Banquet Silent Aucifon in October-

From the President’s Desk-~

Already it iz the end of summer and time to lock
forward to fall activities IF wou baven't visited the
Hiztory Center for awhile, wou will zee the Fremont
Experinental Station exbibit displaved on the new
EED walll We bope ou like the backoronmd for the
mhany Black arnd white photos, You will find some new
faces az well as familiar ores who bave been
volurteering thiz September. We thank wou all,
ircluding these names [ may bave overlookedl My
apoclogies

Suzanrwe Schorsch = our new Museum Bookstore
& Gift Shop manager After eight years, Beisy Evans
azked to reduce ber workload, We are thankfil that
she will contirue sharing ber expertize ordering
books and working with authares and publisbers,
Cood joby, Betzyl Suzie will be in the Bookstore maost
Tuezdays.a good time to come bt meet ber,.and
zhopl Suzie brings ber many talentz and =kills in wetail
mles and office management to OZCHS Rebeoca
Clark completed the manzition of'the book inventory
and bookkerping to a computer program.,

Mearwhile, we beep the doorz open beravze Bev
DMsch  =chedules all the Bookstore  volunteers
September whiteers were Arnt Crawford, Murlel
Dumidey, Beisy Fyvans, Sandy Harelan, Marge
Erorr, Katly MoBrde, Phil McDonald, Suzanie
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Schorsch, Paul Shepard, Noroma Siall, Judy Willley,
and Flolse . Bev alto zees thar WestWard iz
mailed with the help of Kay Atteberry, Murlel
Dumdey, and Flolse Wyrme.

o the Collecticrs and Archival Departmrent, ywou
will find Barbara Barbaro, Llz Gelss, Marla Lee,
Dave Marray, and Jerry Travers on Tuesdasys, and an
Thurzdays, Tomn Herdrlx and Faul Sheparnd The
archival and phote digitization project iz noving
torward with Davld Hughes I, Don Kallaws, Gerry
Travers, and Dave Murray.

Alzo on Toesdays, Jardoe deChaderedes and Judy
Willey are supervising Coodwill wlumteers belping
with landzcaping and maintenance

Onr "“handymen” are Art Crawford, Tom Herdrix,
Werrer Karlson, Dave Murmay, and Cunt Neeley
along with otherz who belp set up for programs
Marge Ky iz the Eitcbern Chaitmhan nagging 1= to
keep the kitchen clean|

Elalne Radney completed a research mequest The
Bezearch Likmry iz vzed frequently with the belp of
Katty McBErde A waluable and uzefiil mesearch
collection was dorated by Ralph Corver.

Members of the O2CHS Board and artist, Jobn
Jackson, atterded a Ciry Couneil meeting when the
City presented a  resolution accepting  the
Sezquicentermial momanent

Exrlc Swab prezented the first OZCHS fll progran
Iany first tine visitors to the MMuzeum bave come to
zee biz exhibit zee Seprember WestWord article)
Many compliments|

Jan deChaderedes, Sharon 8wdnt, and [ attended
a Cealition of Pikes Peak Mumenms meeting beld in
Victor at the Lowell Thomas MMuseum

Cub Scous from Howbert Elementary towred the
museurt exhibits, the monument, and Carvin Cabin
led by Joatme Karlson

Dave Hughes prezented a progmm at the Palmer
Lake Hizstorical Societsy,

Sharon Swint spoke abour the History Center at the
quarterly Colorade Springs Visitore & Convention
Bireau wolintesr meeting

Saruty HarzHan, Betiy Baler, and Sharon Swini
bawe been plarming the armnal dinner and auction
Merell Folsom iz the apeaker

Phll McDorsald crmgnized the members' wrip to Fort
Unicn and Clorietta Pass,

Jo Cervorwe and husband created the scarecnow
derarating the outzide the building Zhe writes media
releazes for onr programs and events

Eenyon Jordan contires reglar coverage of Old
Colorade Clity history and eventz in hiz weekly
bewspaper, Westside Pionesr.

Eay Atteberry, Barthara Barbaro, Jo Cervorse, Don
Ellis, EKailyy McBrde, FPhil McDorald, Mel
McFarland, Paul Shepard, and Sharon Swimd
bra instormned prograns and events for oo

EBeity PBaler and Gordon Gray keep the
membership moeter up-to-date Fleaze let us know it
oy address bhas changed or wou are not getting sour
izsnies of WestWord|

And last, buat pot least, Don Ellls creates each izzue
of West Word We appland his talertzl

Thank sy everywone
~ (banne Kghison

Treasurer’s Report
Septembert, 2009

After we petted bz,279 for our Fourders Day our
Fairview Cemetery Crawl did =well too We took in
br,375 for that 4 bour ovrdoor oood-weather event 1t
waz: undoubtedly belped by the added publicity
surrounding  ow Colomde  City  Sesquicentennial
bistory events

Hopefidly we can entice our members to prrchaze
more from our Book and Gift Store for Christmras this
vear We rever hawe done Christmas book sales az well
as we sbould e able to, even though our History books
which range ffom $jo00 to bao  are excellent Gifts If
prrchazed onlite we can ship o any US address et
2o to our web site bpdhistry oldeolacom zelect the
‘Beook Gift StorefTickets' item on the home page You
can page through picnres of the cover images az well
az the price of all 245 of our Books, then securel y by
them by meare of woar credit card or a Paypal accoimt
Char zofteare will calcuate the =ales tax, iffany Ot of
state addresses pay bobe, ouzide Colomdo Springs
resident= only pay state zales tax You can select either
to pick up wour crder at the History Center or hawe it
shipped for a § 500 shipping fee

With six brgo Lifetime membershipes added this
wear, all of which meoney goes bt o Fxed
Endowment fimd - that fimd has reacbed $or ogo,
while owr accumulated 'Bamed Toterest' - fom our
endowment investments bas mwached brof73 Under
cur Bylawes theze earnings from the Endommnent may
be expernded by the Board a= reeded to cover oirment
experees, [t will be 1med before the new jyear o
urmade the Eazement Archiwe roome electrical zervice
for abour i 700, We may replare our aging front door,
with itz worm down cmsh bar mechanizm, compatible
loc k=, and secirity syatern That may cost up to b poo
Then we may bawe to replace the 24 old firmace in the
bazement. O replacement of the first ope cost bz, 7o
last year. 3o we may have to deplete our bropoo saving
byover by ooo by the end of the year

A reported last onth, in order for wour zociety to
tryand earn oach more than the versy low 18% interest
ottered by the Pikes Peak - or any other local - Bank, we
prrchazed a brocoo 5.75% interest Beverne Bond, We
added a zecond $e o000 6.27% bond in Seprember Cuar
remaining cash savings of b 25,000 we ave left for now
in the lowr 1 8% ibterest-rate Bank ZJavinge Acconmt All
together that broopoo of our zavinge = eaming 1=
nearly k gooo armually - which i= halfof whar itcostz 1=
a year o 'keep the doores open' - utilities, security,
comnuhications, tash,  wastewater, janitorial,
insuranc e

[ project that, ifowr last zoog find raiz ing evert - the
December Bed and Breakfizt tour - eamz at least
1,500, and we spend what | bawe outlined abowe for
Euilding mairtenance, we should end the year with
brozooo in our total zavinge accounts, Fgo00 o our
checking account, and at least $i poo wmaining b our
Eoolkztore account to start out the new ywear Thirgz are
tough economically all ower, bat we are bolding our
O

Flave. Hug:h&‘.., Treazurer
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Thurs., Oct 1

Friday, Oct. ¢

6:30 to g PM at Ghost Town Museuwm, Hwy. 24 & South 2715t Street

11 AM. FPresented by Victor Vaile and members of the Palmer Lake

Saturday, Oct. 17 Hat Making Workshop: Victorian Hats & Red Hats!
g to 4 PM Instructot, Denlse Winter, back by popular demand.

OCTOBER CALENDAR

Eolobrsling 160 Boars of Coworsdo @iy SKisfory (7355-2008/
Annual Dinner: “An Evening in the Wild West”

Catered by Front Range Barbeque.

Program: “A Comparison of Two American Frontier Heroes:
Abe Lincoln and Kit Carson” presented by member, Merrell
Folsom Silent auction Casual or Westem dress.

Dinner reservations by Saturday, Sept. 26. Members $19, Non-
members $24 Cuests welcome. Reservations by phone or
website (credit card), or in person at History Center {(check
credit card or cash).

Program: “The Early Days of Palmer Lake

Historical Soclety. A look at the families, economy and unique
history of this area of northem El Paso County as told by
longtime residents.

Contact History Center or emall Jocervone@comcastnet fHr
registration, costs, and list of supplies

NEW Aduseurn Hours: Tues. thrur Sat, 75 -4 Free Admission




