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FFremont FForest Experiment Station

(The Fremont Experimental Forest)
by Eric Swab

OnSeptermnber 3, 1009 Catlos G. Bates and 3
co-workers hauwled a water logped 14 o0t by 14
foot tent and equipment from the top of the
Manitou Incline Kailway one mile west to the
location on the south side of ML. Manitou,
whete he would catry out expetiments aimed
at restoring the forests of the Central Rocky
Mountairs. Before the end of that year they
would build a tar paper shack that would serve
as laboratory and living quarters, a concrete
dam to supply water to the station, erect a flag
pole and three weather station towets.

The forests of the Rocky Mountains, as well
those around the country had been devastated
by wild fires, and indiscrimimant harvesting o
timber for construction, mining and

railroading. In 19083 the new L. S Forest Service
bepan establishing experiment stations to
develop the science that would support
reforestation. Fremont was the 2nd station in
the mtion.

Mr. Bates' experiments went beyond simply
planting trees on the bare mountain sides; he
set out to amswer basic questions that had
been puzzling foresters all over the world.
"How many seeds do trees produce; what
becomes of them;, why do so many seedlings
dle? Why s it that the seedlings of one specles
swrvive on one slope, and the seedlings of a
different species on another slope? Answering
these questions required comparing one
specles with another in various ways, which in

turn required gathering seeds
| from various parts of the country
| and the worHd Bates also
explored cross germimtion of
different species to improse their
characteristics,. He ploneered
methods of soll stabllization to
reduce erosion

Since tracking meteorological
data was one of the key elements
ofundesstanding the influence of
weathet on forest health, the
Weather Bureau was a partner in
this effort Eventually 14 weather
towers were built at wvarious
sl locations on Pikes Peak The staft

Mg recorded wind speed and
direction, alr tempetratutre,

Continited page 4
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FUBLISHED TEN TIMES A YEAR
The Old Colorado City Historical Sociely
ANOMNFROFIT CORPORATION
E2o0g OCCH3

LETTERS, FHOTOGRAPHS, ARTIFACTS AND 3TORIES CAM BE
LELIVERED T THE OCCHS CENTER OR MAILED T

WEST WORD Editor c/o OCCHS
I Sowth z4ih Sireet
Colorado Springs, OO Sogoq-3310
ot Don Ells - splde raort@pe [syenet
SUBMISEION DEADLIMNE T3 THE r 5th OF EACH MONTH

MISSION

Bewieed April oo 4

The O/d Colorade Oy Historical Soclery was founded a5 3 violunieer
orgEnizaton o recogrize e hisoncalsignifrance and unigue cultune
of onginal Nd Colorado City and eany B! faso County: This spirit =
perpetiEied through e praserafion orarit@ces andanilvyl matenals,
encouEgement of mssamh, edumton of the chiidren and the
community: through fie membemhip and the operation of fie History
Centerat 1 South 2400 Street, Colorado Springs, Colorsdo

MEMEBEFRSHIPS
Memberships are welcome at ary e Membership
renewals are due on the annbversary date of the Indilal
membershdp. Members secelve the Wisf Word newsletier,
disconnis, local meetings and prograns.

Antual nembershlp dassificatlons are:
Student $rg Lifetime $rgo

Indtvidual  $zo Business % go

Family Fazg Corporate  %zgo

Funds fmom a Lifedne membermhip are placed infc a
ferperuitywEndowment Fund o De wed only Ior popcts which have
beenappmoved by mv- thinds ofthe membershin  Onlyvhe inrenese ot}
D used Iorcument expenses. We welcome girks fo s fund, wilch wiil
D credited i e donor oras 4 memonal

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Fresldent Joarne Earlson ATE2574
¥lce Fresldent Fhll McConald §32-08E T
Jecretaty Janlce deChadenades §QE-7IE3
Treamirer Dravld Hushes 6262040
At Crawiom §78-I1 &8
Beverley Disch A24-5023
Torn Hendrx 6237302
Faul Shepard A23-E0g0
Jharon Jwint G20-8284
MEETIMNG:S

OCCHS Monthly Meetlng & Progranm is held at 11 am. onibe
secordd Frday of each month, except durlng June, July, and
August. The History Center opers at 1o a.m. onthe day of the
meeting for refresbments and visltatlon. The program
beglrs at 11 am. This noeeting s fiee and open to the public

WELCOME TO OCCHS!
~ NEW & RENEWING
MEMBERS

Dr. & Mrs. Raymond Best
Betty Jo Cardona

Sallie & Welling Clark
Dawn Hawkins

Linda Kaska

Rob & Sarah Martinez
Sandra Moncada

Ann Parker

Don & Betty Petetson
Paul & Martha Schnake
Steve Shepard

Lola Stone & Carolyn Bauder
John Stood ¥

Mary Ellyn Taylor

Victorian Buekram Frame
Hal Making Workshop

Burld ¥our e Vicforman/Eawandian Ha b

Saturday, September 12, 2000
At the History Center
0:00 — 4:00-ish
Cost $48.00

Every person will build a women's
of mens buckram fiame Victorian
hat - one of 14 different Denise
Nadine pattern styles.

PBaric sewing gkills required.

The Insttuctor is Denire Winter.
Denise has been making her own
hat for many years and has a line of
hat making kits and pattems.

Vi wwwdenisenadinedes ion com
to view hat shies and sefect your

desion,

Advance reservations re quired by
September 1st Call Jo Cervone,
266=9096, for more details.

~Denise will also be donating an
ariginal beautifully decorsated hat for
our Annuaf Banguet Silent Auction
in October-
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Volunteer Spollight = meet Martha Lee

By Barbara Barbaro

As T sat at the table interviewing Martha for this
article, she scanned through a book on rallroads,
searching for information relative to an artifactshe’s
currenty In the process of cataloguing. Working In
the Artifacts section of the Collections department
Is where Martha feels most comfortable. "My
fivorite task s  researching information on
unidentified artifact. Ifind it very satisfying to find
information on an iem that's been donated to the
History Center with Lttle or no background
information,” she says In a satsfying tone. In
addition to logging In, cataloping, and researching
artifacts, she also helps set up the many displays
within the History Center's museum.

Born in Illincis and ralsed in both Oklahoma
and Texas, Martha and her family moved to
Colorado when her dad, who worked In the oll
fields, was piven an assipnment in Colorado. She
aventually praduated with a BA fiom Southern
Methodist University in Dallas and received her MA
in counseling from the Chapman Unlversity branch
in Colorado Springs. After teaching math In Denver
for six years she ok a 12 vear hiatus o raise her
children, and then returned to teachling in Colorado

Springs. In total she spent 22 years as a counselor
and a middle school math teacher.

Martha malintains a full plate of hobbles and
activites in addition t©o volunteering once a week at
the History Center. Her maln enjpyment comes
from spending quality time with her prandchildren
who live In Colorado Springs and Lowveland,
Colorado. Inaddition, she loves to travel and since
retiving In 200 4, she's visited Tly, Spain, Australia,
and New Zealand with a taveling proup. She
recently pined a quiliing proup at Ruth’s Stitchery
In Colorado Springs, and ks a member of the AALTW
{American Assoclation of Unlversity Women). She
especially likes the Southwestern Studies proup
within the AALTW, and so far has travele d with them
to the Southwest, the fouwr corners, the Texas
panhandle, and the Western Slope.

Martha first heard about the Old Colorado Clty
Historical Society when she was a counselor and
had her eyes set on doing volunteer work fiom the
moment the Historlcal Soclety purchased the
Baptist Church in which the history center now
resides. Once retired, Martha haaded for the history
center to bepin working as a volunteer. She first
worked In the bookstore, and then aventually
found her calling working downstalrs with the
artifacts,

When asked why she, like so0 many others, s
interested in the history of Old Colorado Cilty, she
quickly responded, “Old Colorado City s the
embodiment ofa typical western town. It's the city
that never prew up, because it ceased to be before
ever having thatchance” She’s fascinated with the
everyday life back In Colorado City's heyday,
especially with the skills and talens held by the
women In those days. Had she lived In those days,
Martha says she would have been a seamstess,
which I no surprise, considering the number of
hows she spends sewing, embroidering, and
quilting. “Women were strong {back then) they
weke seamstesses, tailors, and haberdashers. A
woman was a sowce of envy back then if she had
her ovwn sewing machine. It was a romantic time,
but pretty harsh, too,"” Martha explains. “I think of
those ploneers coming out west with thelr looms
and blacksmith metal rods and other Items
attached to thelr wapons, looking for that ldeal
place o settde down”

Martha's wast experlence and  low-key
temnperament make her a real asset to the
Collections team. We just hope that she plans t©
stay around for years to come,
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ground tempetrature, relative humidity,
rainfall, snow depth, and sunshine.

From this simple one tent beginning the
station soon grew into a campus of 4
dwellings, a barn a laboratory, green house,
boiler house, seed house, root-
cellar/woodshed and a fire house. ‘These were
modern frame structures with concrete
foundations. By 1019 the Station had
electricity, telephone service and a sewer
sistem. The boller house supplied hot water
for heating the green house and the dwellings.
All the materials for construction and supplies
for living and conducting experiments wetre
carried up the Manitou Incline and hauled to
the station by mule and later by horse and
Wagon.

Once electricity was brought to the station
{1070}, a “drag saw” was installed In a shed
next to boiler house. ‘This modern
convenience greatly reduced the labor of
cutting up the timber felled to make way for
the experimental plantings. All the trees cut
were used for fuel, fence posts or power poles.

Catos (o Bates graduated from the school
of Foresiry at the University of Nebraska In
1907, One of Bates' classmates was Gustal' A
Pearson who was picked to be the Director of
the first experiment station near Flapsaff
Arizom.  They were both students of Dr.
Frederick E Clements, the renowned ecologist
who established the Alpine Laboratotry on the
south shoulder of Pikes Peak Dr Clements
helped Bates pick the site for the station

Inthe 2 years after praduation Bates worked
for the Forest Service as a forest assistant
reporting to the new Office of Silvics In
Washington D.C. with an annual salary of
$1,000. In Febtuatry 1000 he was placed In
charpe of silvics for the Rocky Mountain
region and transgrred to Denver in March
Bates was to establish an experiment station,
which he did on September 3rd of the same
year, shortly before his 24th birthday He
managed his experiments throughout the
Eockles from an office in Denwver until 1920,
when he moved to Colorado Springs.

Duting his 30 plus years with the Forest
Service, Bates dewveloped his talents as a true
scientist. "Where others excelled in one field,
Bates distinguished himself in three: shelter
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belt forestry, slilvics, and watershed
management.” “"Bates was an 'attisan of no
mean ability,' which proved waluable in
building research facilities Isolated from
skilled manpower pools. He eventually
constnicted much of the apparatus used in
Investigations.” One example of his
Inventiveness was an evapotrimeter for which
he recelved a patent in 1920, This device was
designed to more accurately simulate the
evaporation of mwoisture from leaves than
previous devices. He was also a prolific writer
having owver 60 papers published in the
Journals in his field.

Bates was trarsferred to the Forest Products
Laboratory in 1927 and shortly after to the
Lake States Experiment Station in Minnesota.
There he was resporsible for two important
projects, shelter belt planting and flood
control until his death In 1940,

He was replaced at the Fremont Station by
his assistant, Jacob Roeser, Jr, a 1916 graduate
of the School of Foresiry at Colorado College,
Roeser continued the work of the station until
1035 when [t was closed. At j00 acres the
station was considered too small and access
was inconvenient as compared with the newly
formed Manitou Experimental Forest

The silvicultural expetiments conducted at
Fremont contributed to the collective
knowledge of how best to manage our forests.
Some of these results are:

¢+ Planting nursery stock was more
successfil than planting seeds In
reforestation

+ Cteater success rates are obtained by
gathering seeds close to the
refbrestation area.

+ Seedlings grown within the shelter of
mature trees are more successful

While these conclusions mayseem obvious
today, they were not supported by sclence in
the early 2 oth century.

In 1945 the Forest Service Issued a contract
to have the bulldings torn down and hauled
off the mountain This agreement included
removing the concrete foundations and
leaving the site In natural condition
Fortunately for history the foundations are still
there. Also remaining are our dump sites
which comtain evidence of the work that was
performed there.
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Noles from the Aulhor OLD COLORADO CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

ANNOAL DINNER
“An Evening in the Wild West”

DATE: Thumisday, October 1, 2009
TIME: 6:30 PA TO goo PO
LOCATION:

GHOST TOWN WILD WEST MUSEUR
Hwy. 24 and z21at Street

1 have always loved the outdoors
and hawve hiked off and on since 1
was a kid. When 1 retired over g
years ago af a career as a self
employed computer programmetr, 1
began hiking z to 3 imes a week all
year round. While hikingthat much,
you begin to see things that vou had
missed before One of those
discoveries was a wvery larpe “can
dump® in the French Creek drainape
on Pikes Peak Tt contained objects
that one does not see in a nonmal
minzr's or loppear’s can dump. Ttdid

Catered by Front Kange Barbeque

not take long to make the MENL:
connection between that can dump

and the Fremont Fxperimental * Beef bris ket
Forest 1n the course of researching * Pulled pork

the history of the Fremont, 1 visited
the PSINF Archeologist in Pueblo.
He was interested in what T had
done and we sipned a volunteer
agreement to continue the research.

Photographs for the exhibit have
come from the National Archives in
Denver and Maryland, the PSINE,
the Pikes Peak Public Library, and
Sandra Martin, the daughter of the
author of a book, "A History of the
Fremont Forest Experiment
Station”. 'The artifact that will be
exhibited have been recovered from
three can dumpe at the Fremont
Experimental Forest, by permission
of the PSINF. After the exhibit, they
will be preserved in a Forest Service
vault at the Monument Nursery.

Ma por fiinding for this exhibit has
come fom the Pike 5San Isabel
National Forest (PSINF). Friends of
the Peak is paying for mailing of
flvers to other museuwms and fiiends
announcing the exhibit opening -
an OCCHS open house ewvent
scheduled for Friday, September 4,
from 5 ®© § pm PBring vyour
neighbors and fiiends to see this
timely exhibit — an opportunity to
leam about reforestation efforis and
conservation over one hundred
years agol

* Baked beans with bacon

* Cucumber, tomato, onion salad with vinaigrette
* Buns and mini corn muffins

* Home-style macaroni and cheese

* Choice ofsauces

* Desgert

+ Coffeeand tea

s BYOW-—Bring Your Own Wine (if vou wish)

COST: %10 for members
%24 for non-mem bers

RESERVATIOMNS":
By phone-636-1 225 (OCC HC)——credit card only
In person—OCC HC —cagh, credit card or check

SPEAKER: Merell Folsom (OCC HS member)
A Comparison of Two American Fron#ier
Heroes: Abe Lincodn and Kt Cason’,

CASUAL DRESS

Join youwr felfow OCCHS members for an evening of
fun, touring the Ghost Town, good food silent
auction and Kicking up your heels Wd Coforado City
siyle-—-the wifd side of Colarado Springsff

*Space is limited so get your reservations in early.
The deadline is Saturday, September 26, zo09.

| 2200000890000 ERReR0 R RER0d0ed e @R e aRee R0 EaR98003 89900089000 RRRRERBB/
gfdeso e el e RO deeR Rt Ee e RaRREORRERREREREE
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What was the fremont Station?

Toward the end of the 1 800's there was growing
concern on the part of the timber industry and
state and federal povernmenis that the
resources of the nations fhrests would not
support the rapid pace of growth in the United
States. Owr forests were being devastated by
wild fire, indiscriminate lopping for the railroads,
the realization that reforestation needed the
attention and support of povernment and
industry. Many projects were begun across the
nation, but very little was understood about the
science that might s upport reforestation

This began to change in 1908 when the brand
new L1 5. Forest Service began toestablis h forest
experiment stations acroes the westem United
States. The second of these, the Fremont Forest
Experiment Station, was started on the south
slope of Mt Manitou, near Manitou Springg, CO.
This station, under the direction of Cados G
Bates, bepgan the silvicultural experiments that
helped determine how best to manape our
forests.

Old Colorado City Historical Society
will hoet an exhibit of
higtoric photopraphe and artifacts
from the station:
August 1 8th through October joth, zoo4g.

Open House: Sept. 4th from 5 to 800 PM.
Gallery Talk: Sept 11 at 11200 AML

Museum houts: Tuesday through Saturday
1100 AM to 200 P
Phone: (710) 636-1225
Website: hitpr//historv.oldeolo.com
Exhibit eponsors: US. Forest Service,

Old Colorado City Historical Society,
and Friends of the Pealk

WesT Worn
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From the President’s Desk~

OCCHS members and wlunteers should be
very proud of the waried events dwing the
Sesquicentennial Founders’ Day celebrations! We
are tired, but elated that so many peopk attendad
ow events and had a good time. And, the weather
was perfect all weekend! For those members who
didn'tattend, here are a fewaddidonal comments
to Dave Huphes' article.

About go people attended owr first art show
and sal featwring the artktry of member, Jack
Ekstrom, on Friday evenlng, August 7th. We thank
Jack for hlis penerous donation of a hape portion
ofhis sales!

Also on Friday night, the 1862 Union Army
Dodds Company C was setting up their
encampment on one side of Bancroft Park, much
to the curiosity of on-looke s,

Bripht and eatly Satwday morning, crafiers
were setting up their booths and Jo Cervone and
her helpers were petting the sound equipment
and chalrs in phce for the rest of the day. vice
Mayor Larry Small accepted the monument on
behalf of the Chty along with Councll members,
Bernie Herpin {OCCHS member), Jan Mantin and
Randy Purvis. As President, T stated the following,

“In commenwration of the Sesquicentennial
Year (1859-2009) of the founding of Cobrado City,
the members of the Old Colorado Chty Historical
Society dedicaie this Rocky Mountaln rose granite
moenument as a bhsting tibuk t© the memory of
the unique and wvaried 150 year history of
Colorado Clty, the core of a vibrant Wesklde
neighborhood.

To keep this history alive and not forpotien, we
donatt thk monwment on behalf of all
“westsiders” as a gift to the citizens of the Clhiy of
Colorado Springs. May this community continue
to grow In Its appreciation of Colorado Chy's
heritape and honor the conttibutions of i
Ind iduals™

The time capsule and a variety of messapas,
books, and memorabilia were buried on the
HEkiory Center Memorial Pato on Wednesday
evening, A memorial brick honoring Ira Cuwrrent
was set into the patio by his sisters {and OCCHS
members} Maloa Read and Drmna Hilfers and
Irene’s daughter, Eathe, who were present Whata
fitting way to end these busy daw as we dedkate
these momentos to fiture peneratons!

We thank the penerosity and donations of
money and services fiom over 75 members and
filends for the monument, the 35000 grant fiormn
the Ackerman Foundaton; Dick Wilhelm of
Wilhelmn Monwment Co., Clarence Gianarelli of
IdealConctete Tnc. who created the monwment
base and a “new" area swrounding the
monument, Ben Skyler of A-1 Crane Company
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who defily avoided trees setting the monuwment in
place; and John Jackson {OCCHS member), the
monument artist who patiendy worked through
one revision after another.

PLUS special thanks to the Founder's Day
orpanlizers, volunteers, and donors:
Jo Cervone, Dave Hughes, Betty Baker, Barbara
Barbaro, Leslie Berpsitomn, Janice Eillinpsley, Art
Crawford, Janice deChadenedes, Bev Dikch, Muriel
Dunkley, Pat Ebarsole. Don Ellis, Jack Ekstrom, Pat
Tejedelhem, Dina Hughes, David Huphes, Jr, John
Jackson, Werner Farlson, Jay Lowery, Sarah
Martinez, Dave Muwrray, Curt Neeley, Pawl Shepard,
Sharon Swint, Gerry Travers Dorothy Vidmar, vera
Westcott, Marty Walker, Judy Willey, Ebise Wynna.
Plkes Peak National Bank, Ed Nuocho and the New
Horizons Concert Band, Dodd's Company C fiom
Canon City, local vVictorian Sockety Dancers, Rocky
Mt Gunslinpers, Sacred Heart Catholic Church,
Westkide Pioneer, Portrait Tabs, Inc. and PPLD-
OCC Carnepie Library.

We thank you alf Well done!

~ (banne Kgidaon

Treasurer’s Report
August, 2009

With Tounder's Day - the peak of ow
Sesquicentennial events past - we Can now project
how the rest of 2000 will look financially

Flirst, owr Monument To this date Aupust 15th,
we have recebved 312,795 fiom over 75 member
contributions toward the 511,500 Monwment cost
Since that Is 51,205 over owr cost we offered o
those who sent 31 50 or more, the choice ofwhether
those funds would go Into owr peneral account, or
become a ‘Life Membet. Two members opted for
that choice, so, deducting that 3300, we then had
%005 available to pay other cost related to owr
Sesquicentennial events. With the Clity of Colorado
Springs cutting back on s Park budgets, this year
we were charged this year $500 more than hstyear
for use of Bancroft Park,

For 3600 - a 3100 discount- Fasten Accounting
completed our 2008 Federal and State Tax returns.
Since there i now a new requirement for us to file
an annual staie “Charible Orpanizaton’ financial
report, we use the auwthorfative numbers Fasten
records derived from every deposit check, and
tansacton fiom both owr General Account,
Endowment Account and Book and Gt Store
Account to make that report Tt shows that at the
end of 2008 owr assets, with no liabllities, equaled
$164.572. (Which Included standard depreciation
on ow building) Hovever a reappraisal in 2000 of
the real value of owr History Center bullding for owr
inswance puposes shows It to be worth at least

$486,000 with contents (not including value of our
collections) of $0,000. S50 yowr Hkiory Society
Inguwred agzets are worth over halfa million dollars!

Because of the penerosity of both the 72 plece
New Hotrlrons Band and the Victotian Dancers
pedorming for nothing on Founder's Day and the
ample fiee publicity we got from KRCC and KCME
radio, the Weskide Ploneer, and the Gazete
Telepraph, including history displays in the Hub,
we made a net profit from the 1000 or more
attendees and craft vendors of $2,225.

We pot a windfall fiom the Artand Print Show
Sals In owr Center of Jack Ekstrom’s work that
dates back to 1976, when Old Colorado Chiy first
emerged as a visually historic part of town. He sold
51,872 worth on the evening of Aupust 7th, and
penerously offered us 60% ofthat, or 31,123 He also
drafied up, fiee, several of owr advertising posters
for Founders Day and the Cemetery Crawl Portralt
Labs printed up several at no cost We even were
able, dwing Founders Day to kbt two young
westside boys hawk like newsboys, for a 31
donation {no sales tx) reprint copies of the larpe
vwondefil Ekstrom Caricatwe Map History of
Colorado City, Sz for copies of my oripinal 1977
ghort Colo Clty 1977 hstory, and $3 for the Midland
March CDs. They earned us $110. We still have
about 75 remaining in the Center {$1) and 20
Midland March CD {$3) which can be picked up by
putting the cash Into owr donation box

Because the Book Store account includes that
Art and Print sale, we may receive, fiom Betys
Book Store account, $3.000 thk December, rather
than 32,000 which was normalin the past The work
that Rebecca Clark hag done under confract
digitizing the Book Store readying it for being taken
over by Suzanne Schorsch after Betsy asked o be
relleved of her load, cost 51,000, The funds to pay
her came out of the hst of the Shitley Bond's
Dipitization prant.

Still, by the end of the year, with us only carning
%r1,500 interest fiom owr savings all year vice the
%o000 we pot just 2 years ago when inierest rates
werz hipher, we will probably end the year with
about a S1o00 loss {apainst owr January propcted
break-even budget). We are siill in a rather sick
economy. But we siill have 350,000 in owr 5.75%
Bond, $50,708 in our 1.83% savings account, (39710 50
ofwhich is cwr Fixed Endowmment - 38 41 4 of which
Is rarned interest the Board may use), $7.824 k In
ow cash account, 3309073 in owr Bookstore Account
with theee more events - the Cemetery Crawl
Annual Dinner and Bed and Brealdast Tows o go
- which ifwe hustde with publichy, ow members
participate, and we promote ow online and off
Bookstore for Christmas glifis, we cowld carn 32,500
mote. We could end the year with S115000 in
liquid assets and no liabllities,

Daue. HIJ%hM, Treazurer




OLD COLORADO CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OME SOUTH TWENTY-FOURTH STREET
COLORADD SPRINGS, CO 80904-3319

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

NONPROFIT
ORG.
U= Pogtage

PAID

COLD SPGS, CO

5 to 8 PM co- sponsored by the US.ForestService, OCCHS, and Friends of
the Peak. Research and conservation ofour forests in early 19005

Friday, Sept 11 Program: “What Was the Fremont Station?”, an illustrated
11 AM talk by member, Eric Swab

In 1 849 the Department of the Interior was established and oihwen
the responsibility of profecting the government forests apainsi
unauthorized hanesting of trees by the private tmber indusiry
In 862 the Department of Agriculture was established, with a
Liision of Forestry leading to controversy and interde parimenial
conflict Swabs program wilf give insichis into past politics and
mare recent policies.

Saturday, Sept 1z  Hat Making Workshop,
g to 4 P.M call History Center for information and reservations

Fri/Sat, Sept 25/26 Members only tour of Fort Union and Glorieta Pass, N.M.
Call History Center or Phil McDonald for information.

Thurs., Oct 1 Annual Members Dinner {information in this newsletter)

NEW Aduseurn Hours: Tues. thrur Sat, 75 -4 Free Admission

FERMIT
#491
SEPTEMBER CALENDAR
Eolobrsling 160 Boars of Coorsdo @iy SKisfory (7355-2008/
Friday, Sept. 4 Open House featuring new exhibit, “The Fremont Station”




A GRAND FOUWDERS DAY

by Dave Hughes

Well, it was a prand Old Colorado City Sesquicentennlial Founder's Day. August
8, 2000 will be remembered for a long tme. Both In the memories of those who
attended the very larpe Bancroft Patk avent, and in countless dipital camera and
video camcorder images, and those who volunteered to make the day memorabla.
The weather was perfact.

The day started early with a packed Farmers Market next to the pask leading
early risers who had never visited the one on the wesiside to comment that thls
was a REAL Farmer's Market

Then to the surprise ofall, there was a compleiz military encampment already
established with white tents, Including the very tall Civil War 5ibley Tent visitors
were able to see, not only the tented street, and question the blue coated
uniformed Union soldiers fiom Captain Dodd% Independent Company fiom
Canon City {which was the first Colorado Territorial force to oppose the attemnpted
Confederate Invasion of Colorado) but also to examine and handle authentc
:u:tua.l, as well as repljta, | 34 2 'sbct}r nine’caliber Rifles - whose "buckand ball'shots

: ey stopped the first - and last - Texan Lancer Charpes In far
gsouthern New Mexico In March 1862,

Then the growing crowd was entertained by the lively
costwned VYictorian Dancers whitling around below the
Bandchell in an authentic demonstration of dances from 100
years apo to recorded music on the 1&50s.

The crowd was able to circulate among the many tables by
crafters and photopraphers, and buy books fiom the Societys
bookstore across the street - which enticed many to po through
the History Center Musezum as well as the events In the Park
' "'"!b-.... Many happlly pulled out 51 dollar bllls to 'donate’ to the
Society when two younp weskider boys offered them the
wonderful Caricature Map of Colorado Chiys lively History
otipinally drawn by Jack Ekstrom In 1977 just as Old Colorado Clty was -
reviving after years of blight.

Then at noon came the promised musical reat that many came fiom
far away o hear. Both KRCC and RCME Radio had announced the event
and played excerpts in advance which helped turn out the large crowd £
to hear the Real Thing live.

First there was a wondarful half how band concert- fiom the * Armed
Forces - Proud of America® medly ending with everybody standing at
the StarSpangled Banner, and then 19 40% 1n the Mood' - all reminlscent
of the turn of the century open alr Park Concens long before recorded
music or radio brought music to the masses but without the ambience
of live performances.

Then came the first public playing In 100 years of
the famed "Colorado Midland Band March” by the 72
piece New Hotizons Band all of whose players are
over 40 conducted by indefatipable Ed Nuccio The
lively March was written in 1809 by Edward Floepfer
just for Colorado Cltyk popular Midland Rallroad
Union Band. That music was lost for half a century
until we found it out of state just a fow months apo.
The lively and spitied renditon by the band was
hupely en poyed and applauded.

Even the dowdy Gazetie Telepraph newspapear ot
Into the act Along with the Gazette's HUB' staff - Tim
Berpsien and Travis Duncan - the GT had covered the
comling event in a full fiont pape Newspaper spraad.
Even the Freshink s@aff recorded the music and put
it on thelr Web site for everyone to hear! They even




beat out the telavision and radio stations! Music by newspape r#!

Each Musician was rewarded with CDs of that March produced by Mike
Eimbrell, who recorded it at their last Indoor rehearsal.

Then at 12230 came the Sesquicentennial highlight of Founder% Day -
unveiling the gift o the Cliy by the Old Colorado City Hlstorical Society on be half
of all Wesislders. The stunning 6-foot-hipgh Rocky Mountain Rose Granite
Monument right beside Garvin's 1850 Cabin. Fiist Joanne Karlson, President of
our Historical Society called forth to the Band's public address podium Larry
Small Colorado Springs ¥ice Mayor - re presenting the City - and no less than three
other Council Members - Bernle Herpin, Randy Pwvis, and Jan Martin. They
stood by while Joanne thanked all the representatives from El Pomar, and the
Ackerman Fund which parily finded the Monument, the Chiy Parks staff and
Advisory Board members attendling, and then the list of wonderful donors to the

. . Monument Project -
76 dollar contributors
2 to the Srr,5o0 cost
4] the of the Monument
- crafted by Wilhelm
| Monuments at a
! bargain price for the
Soclety by Dick Wilhelm. Also Clarence Gianarelli of
| Ideal Concrete whose famlly business donated
. $25000 worth of decorative bage and surrounding
| flapstone area, and A-1 Crane who offered pratis the v
%140 an hour hupe crane that it took o Lift the ton-
heavy monument pleces from the street level and
deliver it all the 75 feet through the trees to the heart
of the park. All donated services and funds.

Not a nickel of povernment money.

Joanne was even able to recopnlize two Bumilies In
the crowd who traveled all the way fiom Idaho and
Indiana to attiend Founderks Day becawse they are
direct descendents of both 1364 Judpe Stone and
1000 Jacob Schmidt Beer Hall baron of Colorado City
long before the town was dissolved and annexed into
il Colorado Spiings.
| Then after remarks by Laary Small praising, not
only the Historical Society whose gift ©© the clty he
accepted, and praising those who carrled off the
preject, but alse historically accurately swmmarized
the lively Old Town history and the long years of the
friendly and active
Westside Community,

Then the sghroud
| iomm  the stunning
monumentwas pulled
7 off, rewvealing its &
engraved sketches and |
briphtly readable textual panels, portraying 1 po years of Colorado Clty history. All §
was revealed to applause and flashbulbs galore.

Finally, the Rocky Mountaln Gunslingers who had set up thelr pll and street
fiont on the other side of'the park fiom the Encampment reenacted at 2pumn. the
1560 shooting of Pat Devlin by Jim Lauwghlin over a dispute, In Colorado City and
the conduct of the Trial for murder of Jimn Laughlin of Pat Devlin, by the El Paso
Claim Club% president Doc Garvin, And just as it was in 1 860, the people’standing
by the shooting were declared the jury and voted to acquit Jimn Lauphlin because
Pat Devlin was a 'bad man' Though he didn't die for two more days afier the wial
for murder and was the first prave buried In the hard pround on the ridge above
2I5T Street,

History came alive on our Founders Day!




