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JIOFINSON'S RANCH AT GLORIETA - PART 2

by Dave Hughes

Confederates  were preparing to  take
Colorado Territory and gain control of the
Colorado pold fields. At least that i what
General Sibley thought as his men marched
toward Fort Union with the hope of re-s upplying
his z,000 man force with supplies which had
been shipped there when he, himself; had been
the UL 5 commander at Fort Union.

Meanwhile, in the absence of any larpe
Federal woop force in Colorado Territory
available to oppose the Confederate invasion
the 1,200 man 15t Colorado Volunteer Infantry
Repiment was being organized in Denver City,
thanks to Governor Gilpin. To raise this army,
Governor Gilpin had indebted the US Treasury
to the tune of $375,000 without firm authority.
He was fired for it but his actions sawved
Colorad o for the Union.

The 15t Colorado, which didn't have enough
money 1 become a horse mounted Cavalry
Regiment, started south on foot by February zzd,
to try and reach Fort Union before the Texas
Armmy could seize it and its supplies. It marched
right through Colorado City, down it main
street — Colorado Avenue - without stopping.

By March z4th 1862  advance Units of
Siblevs Army under Major Pyron, started for
Glorieta Pass right on the Santa Fe trail They
reached Johnson's Ranch. The rebel foreed
Anthony Johnson, Cruzita, and all her family
member out of the ranch facilities and took it
over for themselves.

We don't know precizely where Johnson and
Cruzita first retreated to dwing that very cold
March. One report said they hid out in the
forestE nearby. But, Cruzita had so many family
member living in that part of New Mexico,
possibly some in very close-by Canoncita, it is
probable they were taken in by her relatives.

The Johnson Ranch was just what the Bebels
needed. Water, fead for their Cavalry horses,
shelter, a place for their hospital, and some food
and supplies. In fact they ransacked the Ranch,
stripping it bare.

By that time the 185t Colorado had already
won the race to Fort Union, having force
marched on foot during a snow storm the last g2
miles, over Raton Pass, in 36 hows. That rag tag
volunteer Regiment recruited from tough
mountain men from the mountain gold camps,
Denver, and Colorado City, was promptly
equippad with regular Ammy supplies, uniforme,
and standard weapons stored at the Fort. They
were prepared to fight,

The commander, Colonel Slouph orderaed
Major Chivinpgton to take a portion of the force
and press on toward Santa Fe. That he did, going
over 7,421 oot Glorieta Pass before running
smack into the leading element of Major
Pyron's Texans. A 'meeting engagement’ battle
in Apache Canon = just zast of Johnsons Ranch
- ensued. Under the forceful leadership of ex-
minijster Major Chivington the tough and
mountain hardened Colorado men,
supplemented by several repular Federal
Cavalry, and Artillery detachments which had
gtill been at Fornt Union, won the fist
engapgement, captuwring nearly 8o Texas
Confederates. Pyron's men 2l back —retreated -
to Johnson's Ranch awaiting Sibley's main force.
Chivington's force first retumed to the vicinity of
Pigeon's ranch for water, which was insufficient,
then to Kozlows ki's Ranch further east

The Texans dropped their scomful epithet,
and thereafter called the 18t Colorado the
"Regular Demons'

Continued on page 4
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WELCOME TO OCCHS!
~ NEW & RENEWING
MEMBERS

Leslie Bergstrom
Chatlease L. Bobo
Michael H. Lloyd Davies
Cden F. Driscoll

Jack & Judith Ekstrom
Jim & Carolyn Engquist
Diana Francese

Michael Geernmill
Anthony Johnson

Barry & Ellen Johnson-Fay
Kathleen McBride
Shitley Sampson

Niente Smith

Margaret Williams
C. A & M M Yowell
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Students from West Elementary School visit the History Center
by Barbara Barbaro

Wednesday, October z7th was an exciting
and fun filled time at the History Center for s
volunteers and its special visitors. Thats when
West Flementary school teacher Mart
Wilkhusen and her 21 kindernparteners breezed
into the Center and s pent the next hour leaming
all about the museum and how kid's lifestyles
differed decades apo, from what they are today.

With a concern that kids these daye don't
have a clue as to how children from the past
plaved and learned, or what fmily life was like
back then, Wilshusen contacted Kathy McPBride,
long time History Center volunteer and retired
school teacher, to see if she could bring her
children over to the Center. Her idea was for
them to see that children’s lives haven't always
revolved around cell phones or the latest to
found at Tow K Us. McBride eagerly said “yes”,
and then pemruaded four other volunteers, Kay
Attebemry, Martha Lee, Judy Willey and Barbara
Barbaro to help pull the program together.

The program included having the students
look at old photopraphs to compare life as it was
then, to now, learn about what early schools
were like, play with some of the toys that
children used to play with, participate in a
gucsring game where they were shown odd-

looking itemes such as a cherry pitter and spats,
and then try to puess what they were, and lastly,
take a trip downstaits to the Collections
department to get a first-hand look at some old
and interesting artifacts.

After the laughter and fiun had died down and
the children had gone, it was agreed by all those
involved (yvou might call them the newly-formed
Fducational Committee) that the Center needs to
do more in this regard. “This was a prime
example of our West Side community outreach
efforts coming together to help enrich the lives of
these young children,” McBride gaid proudly. As
a first step in that direction, McPBride has already
bepun interfacing with school district leaders to
generate continued interest in pannering with
the schools.

Originally, plans included taking the children
over to Bancroft Park afterwards to play some
old-time games. Unforiunately, those plans were
dropped due to time constraints, coupled with a
cooler-than-expected tempemture outside. Now,
with anticipation growing that more children will
be visiting the Center, the question is..anyone out
there interested in helping teach a couple dozen
of five and six vear olds how to play hopscoich,
marbleg, or maybe even duck, duck poose?

yave the Date!
Saturday - February 26th

|0 -6 pm
Old Colorado City Hislorical Socicly’s Bookstore
and
Mother’s House Publishing
present

Writers Rave

ar the History Cenfer

| South 24th Street
Come meel local Colorado writers, talk abour their booRs
Getoutaf e Cold wilh @ fof cup and @ good ook

duestions? B3G-1225
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By March zbth the main body of the rebel
force had already come frward, passed
Johneon's ranch, and headed onward to engapge
whatewer troops were west of Fort Union. They
patked all 8o supply wapons at Johnson's Ranch,
and reportedly put the roo horses and mules
needed to haul the wapons in his corrals.
Joehnson's Ranch would be Siblevs Aumny supply
base, hospital, and prisoner jail until Fort Union
was occu pied.

But, they did not provide a disciplined unit to
defend the supply base at Johnson's ranch. Oh
yes, there were twio German companies detailed
to protect the supply base, but when the sound
of firing fiuther up the tail reached them, they
told the Texan who was supposed to command
them that they came for glory, not to guard
mules. They abandoned their post at the Ranch
and headed toward the sounds of the puns. Only
a £w puards, one six pounder canon on a hill
overlooking the rmanch, and teamsters remained
to defend the vital supply base at Johnson's
ranch.

The smaller Union main force, which by then
had started marching toward the pass out of Fort
Union, made a fateful decision. Col. Slough, in
consultation with Chivington, decided to try a
classic ‘flanking’ maneuver. He sent Major
Chivington with a third of the entire force - 530
men - up over the Glorieta Mesa to fall on the
flank of the advancing Confederates. Chivington
could find his way through unfamiliar termin
because he was puided by Lt. Colonel Manuel
Chavez, experienced New Mexico Militia officer,
who knew his home territory.

The main body of the two armies clashed east
of Glorieta Pass carly on March zBth. While the
Coloradans put up a s pirited attack and defense,
they started being relentlessly pushed back by
the larper Texan force in a series of engagements,
including one at Pigeons Ranch. Meanwhile
Chivington's force in crossing the Mesa, swung
too far gouth around the Rebel lank to know, or
hear, exactly where the main Rebel force was. It
had mowved further east along the trail than
Slough and Chivington had counted on.

But Lisutenant Colonel Chaves, later called
the 'Little Lion of the Southwest' did his puiding
job well. By aftermoon he had led the Coloradans
to a 700 foot high steep hill which overooked
Joehnson's Ranch, with allit parked Rebel supply
wagons and the hundreds of horses and mules!
Having approached quietly, silently capturing
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one sleeping Confederate sentry on top of the
bluff; Chivington was able to study the rmanch
area below. He saw only a handful of soldiers,
some wounded men and Union prisonets, and
the one canon. Nobody down there at the ranch
heard the o0 men about to descend on them!

Chivington gave the order to attack His force
slid, fzll, rappelled down the cliff opposite the
ranch, while the canon only pot off a fw
ineffective shots at them, teamsters and soldiers
ran away, and Chivingtons men set about
burning, blowing up, and destroving all 8o
wagons = Killing and nunning offall the animals,
freeing Union prisoners, and killing half'the crew
manning the canon while aking some prisoness.
It was a total Confederate disaster at Johnson's
Ranch!

Before nightfall, and before Chivington had
gotten back to Union lines at Kozlowski's Ranch
after ten thirty at night, Col. Scurry in comumand
of the Texans, realizing all the Rebel supplies
were gone, asked for a nomal mutual 'burial
truce” with Union commander Col Slough, who
did not vet know what a calamity had befallen
the Confederate Army at Johnson® RKanch. The
burial truce was agreed to, but in the dark, Scwry
and his entire Rebel force started their
ipnominious retreat, which did not end unftil all
of badly depleted Sibleys Army was forced back
into Texar with less than 1,000 Men, 7 Wapgons,
and a few canon captured at Valverde.

The victorious 15t Colorade Infantry
Repiment was ordered back to Colorado City,
where, in November and December 1862, It was
finally equipped with horses. After the repiment
camped and fwained in and around Colorado
City, it rode off to Denver in January, 18673, as the
15t Colorado Yolunteer Cavalry Regiment, ready
to deal with the growing Indian depredations
threat that led to the Battle of Sand Creek a year
later.

Anthony and Cruzita Johnson were able to
reclaim their mnracked ranch property. Later
Anthony Johnson put in a $4,075 claim to the US
Government for his losses caused by the
Confederates, including fair com pensation for a
lost barrel of whiskey - $80.

While it took time to rebuild and restock their
ranch, they continued to operate it as a popular
stage stop right up until 1 870 when the railroads
stanted to take away wrail business. Anthony even
helped build the first railroads by hauling timber
for ties.

After the severe drought of 1 860, and with the
declining traffic on the Sante Fe trail due to
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“Johmsem’s Clam For Losses”

One Horse 5 150
7 oxen 5 70
70 faneggas (1.6 basheld com $ 240
10 sacks of Bowr 5 100
15 fanegas ¢ om meat 5 23%
40 gattons motasses 5 180
{ banet whiskey $ 80
7 sacks swugar 5 B0
1 sack coffee $ &0
3 boxes soap 5 45
3 boxes canties 5 45
1 gross sandmes $ 60
4 doFen cans oysErs 5 40
Damages 10 howse, comat, vatls

and fencing bumed up 51,500
Hamess, saddies and tameng

epapmen soten of desroyet 5 S00
Cloabing for mysetf and famdy,

hedding, manzesses, btankes

sheets, books, ahie, umbine,

COOKIG tensils, ex 5 700

Tout 54075

Rajlroad competition, Anthony and Cruzita
decided to abandon Johnson's Ranch and movwe
to Trinidad, Colorado with their three children.
Then bepan new chapters in the vared and
exciting lives of the Johnson children, their
spouses, and their children -  including
adventurer James White, The Johnsons and
Whites became both prominent and notorious
in and around Tinidad, with hangings,
shootings, and frontier life involving the family.
They even went into coal mining.

Anthony continued fieighting supplies to and
from southern Colorado and Northem New
Mexico until hiz life was cut ghort at 6. On
January éth 1879 two men he gave aride toon a
wagon feighting trip out of Las Colonias New
Mexico, murderad him. They stole his team and
money and then tried to party back in las
Colonias, near the Canadian River in southern
New Mexico, where his holses were recopnized,
and the killers - one named Antonio Maes - were
arrested and jailed.

Cruzita lived on until age By, swrounded by
her family. She died in 19137 and was buried in
Trinidad. Unfortunately no photograph of either
Anthony D, nor Cruzita has ever been found.

But the narmtion and phoogmaphs in
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Anthony Gabriel Johnson's book continue to
follow Anthony D's and Crurzitas descendants
ripht through the lives of some of the third
generation in Colormdo Springs as they worked in
the Pike View and other coal mines that powered,
not only the 1oo00s milroads but also the gold
mills of Colomdo City.

There are only a few copies of Anthony and
Aleta Johnson's original limited-printing left 1
have ensured that one copy will be in our center's
Reference Library for those interested in further
research. It is possible that our Society can even
reprint it = with new copies put on sale in owr
book store. The fortunes of Colorado Territory
and especially the original Colorado City were
decizively altered by the Civil War in the little
understood batiles in the far west The story of
Anthony D. Johnson's life and his Santa Fe Trail
ranch is forever linked to the fortunes of
Colorado Temritory and <especially the oripinal
Colorado City.

Anthony G Johnson, great grandson of

Anthony D and Cruzita, with wifc Aleta

They co=rescarched and authored the
“Legacy” book in rogz.



Volume 25, Murmber 1 O YWEST YWorRD Page 6

F——

| Old Colorade Gity Historical Secicly |
Df e gﬁfﬂ yeu &,&xﬁz/ﬁcfa’ay ﬂulx'q"
$45.95
Onby for bhe mendhs of
Aeveméber and Wecemébeor
frAavmathy fniver al 554.95 )

ol C‘alamda Citys IREG
istorical et o F’ ;

St Gotorad ﬁ@ﬂ@mﬁm@mmm Bookstve |

[ickels are Shll available
at the History Cenfer and af parficipaiing nns

2 Sixfeenih Annual
" Holiday Bed & Breahkfast Tour ;,\:
| Sunday, December S5 1-5P1T




Volume 25, Mumber | O

WesT Worn

Page 7

Old Colorado City Historical Society
President’s Re port

November 2o10

By Phil McDonald

Firmt of all, Td like to extend my best
wishes to our loval members for a joyous
Holiday season. May vou all experience the
warmth and fellowship of pood friends and
family. T am hopeful that vour seasonal
plans include a touwr on December § of the
many lovely B&Bs that Bev Disch has
worked so hard to organize. Keep in mind
that the proceeds from ticket sales to this
event are one of the major sources of
funding for the many programs and
activities of our society. Tickets may be
purchased ffom any Board member or at
the bookstore

T'd like to publicly extend my gratitlude to
Susie Schorsch for the hard work that she
has done at our bookstore and for her effons
to upgrade our webs ite. Thanks, Susie, for all
the time and effort that yvou have expended
on behalf of our society.

Tm happy to report that Dave Hughes
has purchased an original 1859 Colomdo
City Fosdick Plat fold-out. This rare item is
in virtually mint condition and will make an
excellent addition to owr collection. Next
time vou see Dave be swe and ask him
about this rare treasure. Thanks, Dawe!

On Wednesday, November 10, 1 had the
pleasure ofattending a pot-luck dinner held
at the OCCHS that was sponsored by the
Old Town Merchants association. Food and
drink were plentiful and a good time was
had by all. Most importantly this event
served to reinforce the bond between the
society and our neighboring merchants. Ttk
clear to me that ouwr mutial interests will be
served by this relationship.

On Friday, November 12, paleontologist
Mike Nelkon presented his program on
“(weology of the Pikes Peak Region” Mike's
presentation was well attended and elicited
many questions. Jur next event, of course,
is the December § B&B tour. Let's make the
2010 event, the best ever. Buy vour ticket if
vou have not already done so!

That's all until next time.

Phil MeDonald
Pregident, OCC HS

FINANCIAL STATEMENT,
OCTOBER 2010

Where has the vear pone? As Isit down to
write this report, T am amared that it was a
year ago in November that 1 became active
with OCCHS and stanted to learn the
Treasurers position. I'm still somewhat awed
that T could even begin to think that T could
follow Dave Hughes in this position, a job he
had held for some ten wvears. Why the man
has forgotten more about Colorado City than
I will ever know. Tdo want to thank everyone
on the Board firom zoog, the cuirent Board of
Directors, and other members that have been
an invaluable resource in helping me
throuph the wear. They have been an
immense help in steering me through the ins
and outs of our Society. Tam proud to be
able to report that owr Society has goten
even stronger overthe past year, thanks to the
mighty effons of ow volunteers. Our
investments, even in a bad market has
gained owver %5000 in the past vear. Through
the pracious donations of our members our
digital program has grown by more than
$5o00. Check out the Website. It is different,
thanks to Susie and David Hughes, TIL We
had a mixed vear with our events, some were
abandoned, but new ideas came at the right
time and they increased our income. New
members have joined in working to make
several depanmentE better. 1 would
encourage any new member to get active, ask
anvone, “"How can 1 help?” We celebrate
another Sesqui-centennial {old spelling) in
the coming vear, the bepinning of hostlities
during the Civil War If vou hawe ideas, let us
know. Gt active we can use your help!

OCCHS TOTAL LIQUID ASSETS

OCCHS Bank Accouwnt 3 1022460
Book Store Bank Account 3 H279.70
Memorial Hos. Rev. Bond %  5z,133000
Cal Repents Revenue Bond  §  26,342275
Edward Jones Bonds {Cash) $  3630.09
Total Fived Endowment Funds$  o6,867.18
Earned Income Savings 3 I11I15%07
Shirley Bonds Dipital Account § 0,15820

TOTAL LIQUID ASSETS $ 130,682.75

Johnle E. JTackson, Treasurer
Old Colorado Clty Historlcal Society




OLD COLORADO CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OME SOUTH TWENTY-FOURTH STREET
COLORADD SPRINGS, CO 80904-3319

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

NONPROFIT
ORG.
U= Pogtage

PAID

COLO SSRGS, CO
FERMIT
#4091

History Center
Bookstore/Gift Shop
Tues. thru Sat, 171 to 4

SUNDAY DECEMBER 5
2-5PM
{History Center open
noon - 5:30)

Friday, January 14
11 am.

December / January Calendar

Give a “gift of history” witha book, an OCCHS mem-
bemhip, vintage table top accents, OR shop for quilt
Iterms and Jewelry. All profits support OCCHS. Bring your
friends!

Sixteenth Annual Bed & Breakfast Holiday Tour

A festive holiday afternoon visiting eipght local Inns
Befreshments and door prizes at History Center. Tickets
available online, at the History Center, or at any
participating inn $12 In advance, $15 on the day of the
tour.

Ihis Iv a major OCCHS fimdialser enjoyed by both men
and wornen! Helpr self tckets! Bring yvour fHends!

FProgram: “Mirmmont Castle: Its History & Stories!”

Staff and wlunteers will present a special look at the
“castle” bulilt during days of early El Faso County. Its
continued use is a tribute to Its construction and those
who are passiomate about Miramont's history. This will be
an armchalir tour...no stairs!

Old Colorado Cily Hislory Cenler
I 8 z24th Street, Colorado Spiings, U0 Sogoyg - 636-r225 - httpr//historyoldeolo.com

Museum Hours: Tues. thru Sat 11 - 4 Free Admission  Donations greatly appredated.




