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The Lucy Maggard Women

By Dave Hughes

Once again our Society's Web Site
has collected original history about one
of the wery eatliest pioneers of
Colorado City Sharon Knapp, fom tiny
Superior, Montam, recently found our
web site by slow dial-up modem. She
Is the great, great, great, pranddaughier
of legendary ILucy Magpard about
whom we had wvery litile information
Sharon has given us - via email with
photographs - a fascimating account
about the long life duting turbulent
times this PFioneer business woman

Lucy Ann Maggard - only known
photo of her late in life

lived through, as well as glimpses of the lives of her
equally interesting daughters.

We only knew that when Lucy came to Colorado
City by 18671 she was the proptetress of the very
small ‘Central Hotel' - such as it was. When the
newly elected Colorado Territorial ILegislature
convened in Colorado City on July 7th, 1862 her
‘hotel’ was actually onlya two story log bullding bullt
by her son-inlaw, William Caeen Price. It was so
small that the lawmakers had to sleep on the floor
upstairs and meet in her kitchen

Lucy was such a selffassured practical woman -
unimpressed by the self-important male lawmakers
- that she cleared them all out of her Kitchen for
meals. And she pressed the men to get wood for her
fire, and water from Camp Creek before she would
feed them, even though they Iincluded such
important men as George Crocker who hiked down
from Califomia Gulch, and decided to camp outside,
before being elected Speaker ofthe House.

The fitst lawmakers of Colorado Territory were so
disillusioned by the accommeadations that Colorado
City had r theitr new povernment — and perhaps
intimidated by no-nonsense Lucy - after only four
days they voted to adjoum. On July 11th, 1862 they
hightailed it back to Denver - where they remain to
this day.

The competing ‘El PFaso House' - on the site today
occupled by the Amatillo Motel, on the south-west
comer of 28th and West Colorado - would hawve
offered much better accommodations. But as luck
would have it, it was not finished until 4 days after
the lawmakers left towmn S0 Lucy Magpard gets the
blame - or pralse, depending on your point of view
- for ending Colorado City's bid to be the Territorial,

Continued page 3
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renewals are due on the annbversary date of the Indilal
membershdp. Members secebve the Wisf Word newsletier,
disconnis, local meetings and prograns.
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OCCHS Monthly Meetlng & Progran is held at 11 am. onihe
secord Frday of each month, except durlng June, July, and
August. The History Center opers at 1o a.m. onthe day of the
meeting for refresbments and visltatlon. The program
beglis at 11 am. This noeeting s free and open to the public

WELCOME TO OCCHS!
~ NEW & RENEWING
MEMBERS

Dorothy Boyd

Doris Breitenfeld

Jo Cervone

Martha Curry

Richard Dailey

Betsy Evans

Laura Feldman
/Glenn Pressman

Fred & Lynda Frey

Liz Geiss

Adalbert Goertz

Ed Hershiser

Barbara 5. Hill

Michall & Monica Meehan

Ruth Obee

Donna Phiniry

Maloa Read

Donald Sanbom

Bob & Patty Shepherd

Mary Sue Sisemore

Linda Smith

Eric Swab

Mary N. Trapp

Vera Westcott

Judith A Willey

Donald Yowell

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Call Bev Disch or the History Center
if vou can help with -

s Mhemorial Weekend bake sale

s Temritory Days host at Cabin or
MMusg uem

* June 1g At & Crafis in the Park

* July 6 Ice Cream Social

s Aupust 1 4 Founders Dayin the Park
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then later the State, Capltol. To the then town
of Denver went that dublous honor.

Always the entrepreneur, Lucy abandoned
her ‘Central Hotel' and began, Just days after
the Legislature left, to operate the successful El
Faso House Just a block away!

These few things we knew. But what we did
not know until now, was the story of where
Lucy Magpard came from. She was born Lucy
Ann Davis in New York State in 1314, Or that
her husband, David Magpard, father of Lucy's
four children died in 1350 In 5t Joseph
Missouwrl Or why, and where she went after
she left Colorado City in 1864

We know now that she came across the
dangerous plains from Karsas in 1359 with
two of her three daughters and her son. One
was Amanda - with her husband William
Crreen Price. The other, unimarried Fidelia, as
well as Lucy's son, Jack They first stopped in
Anraria, now Denver With the savy she had
accumulated earlier — perlaps from already
having run a 20 bed Boarding House in
Missouri in 1850 - she immediately acquired
a one story bullding, added stories to it, and
ran itas “The Tremont™ hotel for at least a year
before selling it and moving in 1861 to the
more ‘promising Colorado City Her third
daughter, Catherine with her husband
traveled separately, and went on up to Gregory
Grulch and Central City where the big gold
action was. Cold rush fever had infected them
all

Lucy had good reason to leave the Kansas-
Missouri border repion. Kansas, a border state
was wracked with southern versus northern
vigilantisrn and cross-border violence from
the slave state of Missourl When she was away
for Just three days near Lawrence, Karwas
having left behind evidence in her home that
she was a staunch abolitionist, it was burned
to the ground. Like many others Lucy
Magpard went further westward to get away
from the eastern conflicts and looming Civil
War.

Her descendent Sharon after ten ijears
tesearching her family roots, concludes Lucy
was afflicted also with ‘wanderlust’

Everyone seemed to be moving in, then
out, frorn Auroria to seek thelr fortunes
elsewhere - some into the mountains seeking
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gold, others, like Lucy, looked for places of
growing opportunity. She chose Colorado
City which had Just won, on November sth,
13671 the honor of being named the location
for the Territorial Capitol So Lucy Magpard,
pregrant daughter Amanda with her
husband William Price, 20 year old daughter
Fidelia, and younger son Jack headed for
Colorado City, 8o miles south.

The next documented infbrmation about
Lucy came, not fromm what Sharon had
uncovered, but from an advertisement in a
veryrare copy{(only one original exists and we
only have a copy) of Volume 1, Number 71,
Edition of the Colorado City Jourmal dated
Angust 15t, 1861. The same ad runs again on
the front page of the Novernber 23th, 1361,
Number 18 Issue. (I own one of only 4
origimals, which I have loaned to the Soclety)
The ad s for the ‘Central Hotel’ on “iWest
Central Street, Near Fifth' in Colorado Clty,
with Lucy Mappard, proptietor. That placed it
near today's 2300 block about where Pikes
Peak Avenue intersects 23th Street That was
tight off the most direct route to Denver which
ran up past Camp Creek through today's
Pleasant Valley. Her ad stated that the ‘Denver
Coaches’ stant from ‘this house’ And she
bragged “The table always well furnished and
prices moderate”

One thing we knew fom several sources —
Lucy Magpard put good od on the table
wherever she ran a hotel And she ran several
of'thern - which repeatedly became her main
source ofincome. She was a business wonman
from beginning to the end of her wanderlust
life.

We have now learned from Sharon much
more news about the funily while
they were in Colorado City. First of all Fidelia
matried a Colorado City widower, William
Carvin - (no relation to Dr. James Garvin who
built the cabin that still stands in Bancroft
Park). Willlam Garvin homesteaded In today's
Garden of the Gods. Theirs was the first
recorded marriage, In Colorado City, New
Years Eve 1361.

Fidelia’'s married sister Amanda then gave
birth to what the family all claimed through
the years was the ‘first white boy bony in
Colorado City. And a gid, whom they named
“Colorado.
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Fedelia Garvin - circa 1870
3d Daughter of Lucy

Now we know why Lucy was referred to in
Colorado City reerences as “Mother Magpard”
Amanda with her § small children later
moved a few miles north ofColorado Cityand
settled on the ‘Divide’ between Denwver City
and Colorado Clity - today's Palrer Divide -
from whetre her husband Willlam engaged in
frelghting supplies along the front range.
The Ute Indians in isolated El Paso County
locations like that always pestered Amanda -
with implied threats - to feed them when she
was alone with her very small children She
did, even cooking for them once. The nervous
couple then mowved onto Scott Kelley's ranch
6 miles south of Colorado City, but agaln,
encountered Indians so frequently, they
moved back into Colorado Clty.

Lucy whom all descendent branches of the
family agreed was a very resourcefil pioneer
woman, ot wanderlust again She sold out her
interests in Colorado City in 1864 and while
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exactly, how and by what route, she travelled
the next thousand miles s not known, she
next appeared, in the new gold rush town of
Virginia Clity, Montana. She had been married
by then to a man named Coberly. Virginia City
boorned and busted, s0 in 1866 she showed
up on Flint Creek Montam. Coberly;, sickened
and died before 1870 Lucy had bured two
husbands, but she still pioneered on.

Her unmartied son Jack, was still with her
on Flint Creek They lived the first winter in a
small cabin he built, and in the spring put up
a large log house 50 Lucy could make a living
serving meals to travelers on the Old Mullin
Road from Deer Lodge to Beartown. Lucy was
always the business woman But there they
had an encounter with drunken Indians who
harassed them. After Jack Killed one, probably
a Crow, he had to get far away, or risk being
killed by the tribe. He lefi Montana for good.
He ended up in Salt Lake City, but died of
preumonia at Fort Douglas, Utah at 23

All the men In her immediate fumily died
before her.

Finally Lucy Ann Davis-Magward-Cobetly
herself died in her daughter Fidelia's home in
Deer Lodge, Montana, Tuesday, October 4th,
1892 where she was buried. She was 77 years
and o months old, having Pioneered and
survived during the 18300's when the West, for
all its dangers and troubles, opened up Br all
the Ametricarns who followed.

We thank Sharon Kmapp, descended from
Lucy through her great preat grandmother
Fidelia, for bringing yet new history to old
Colorado City.

Sketch - Legislature rady to return to
Denver - forever
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REMINDER — ANNOAL BOSINESS MEETING
Friday, May 141h at the Hisfory Center

10 AM. Lighlreireshrments

10:30 AM. Business meeling. Eleclions. Reporis. Volunieer

recogniion. Your aflendance is imporlant!

OCCHS member, Belsy Shoup
and friends will preseni an
illustraled program sharing
historical highlighls of the
cenhury-old El Paso County
Pioneers Associalion.

11:10 AM.

William Blackmore

Willlam Blackmore was
an English investor who had
acquired Spanish land grant
property in Southern Colorado.
He become acquainted with
General Palmer when Palmer
wanted to run his D&RG
railroad through this property.

General Palmer introduced
Blackmore t the Pilkes Peak
Repion, and Blackmore became
Invobved In local development,
owning property In Red Rock
Canyon and contributing to the
dewvelopment of Manftow

Blackmore's Involvement In
the American West Ik an
Inieresting and far-reaching
gtory -- Learn more:

Tucsday, Mav 4 at foo EAM

William
Blackmore
with
Chief
Red Cloud

\‘ g ¢ Members & Friends
) -,

\'I
“ [others & Daughtcrs

\" N
Vﬂ.l' are Iﬂﬂfﬂ; fﬂ Ey‘ﬂlj

A Spnnq Afternoon lea af the Hlsicn] Ceniep
Suiundcq, Muq Hh, I:FEI'TI 2:3014 D.M.

~ Ddicious tea smdwichm, desserts & spa:iuHies
—~ Enqli* tea & book peviaw

~ Hidosical vigndte by Savah Swint-Maelinez
~ Tables of 4 o 6 for more intimate visiting

-~ I_cmzlq dooe prize ::Imwinq feorm Bepnideen’s

Limited 5cating.  Reservations required
N [lembers Ji6. Non-members JIG. Y

Y _
NI -
LAY T T

7'\ \ \\

Proceeds benefit OCCHS pragrﬂms




Yolume 25, Mumber 4.

The U.S. Census:

Where We Were, Where We Are,
and Where We're Going!

Phil McDonald, OCCHS Board member,
researched this timely toplc which he
presented in an illustrated program to the
membership on Friday, April gth

His comments included the followinge
“2070 marks the z23rd time in our nation’s
history in which statistics will be gathered by
the #£deral government through a decennial
cersus. This process, mandated by the 1LS.
Comstitution, has important implications for
political representation and the dispersation
of federal benefits. This presentation will
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review the history of the census and, more
Importantly, will examine the governmental
policy implications behind the numbets. We
know that the US. is getting bigyrer, older, and
more diverse. What will be the social and
political comnsequences of this phenomenon?
This is one of the many issues that we'll
address as we go behind the numbers of the
U5, census.”

The discussion following included toplcs
from health care to chanping demographics
and wihat this may mean for ouwr
grandchildren as well as the definition of
being “American”. Thanks, Phil for stimulating
our knowledge and perceptiorns..not Just
taking the census for granted.

Table 3. U.S. Population, by Age Group: 1950-2050

\gelyear o vers ol oo | o2 | 2es |

Number (in thousands, ronwntdid)
L'otal 152,271 215,972 282,339 349,666 420,081
0-19 51,672 75,646 80,560 92,038 109,158

| 20-04 BR,202 117,630 166,718 194,103 224317
b3-65+ 12,397 22 696 33,061 63,524 86,706
Percont in Age Group (raunded)
D-14 33.9 35.0 28.5 26.3 20.0
20-64 57.9 545 590 53.3 534
55-65+ a1 1.5 12.4 18.2 20.6

Source: CRS computations based on data in the 118, Bureau ol the Uensws, [nternationsl Dotabase.

at [bttp/weaw census.gov/iph|.

o Perfect gifts for Mother’s Day.

Extraordin Women of the

New Arrivals in the Bookstore

» Many additional titles for newcorers to the Pikes Peak region

Mourtairnr West -the new PPLD publication
Keepino Hearth & Home i Old Colemde - a practical primer 1or dailyliving




Volume 25, Murmber 4. YWEST YWorD Page 7
From the President's Desk~ TREASURER’S REPORT
mﬁsﬂﬂn ng“% goes, “Aphzlil flg;r?w; brglg APRIL 19, 2010

y flowers!™ But the ¢ g calendar
also brings the return ofour annual tea and BOARD MEETING
then the following week, the annual First quarter of year

OCCHS business meeting. Check the
calendar on the back of your newsletter.

What better way to celebrate spring and
Mother's weekend by gathering friends,
neighbors, and daughters to attend a lovely
tea at the History Center. It will be an
English high tea featuwring intimate seating
at smaller tables, a historical vignette by
Sarah Swint-Martinez, a book review by
Susie Schorsch, and a door prize donated
by Bemideen's —all OCCHS members. This
Is the first fundralser in 2010 for the History
Center.

The May 14th annual business meeting

will precede the program with cofiee and
light refreshments starting at 70 am The
meeting includes election of five Board
membets, a review ofthe status of OCCHS
business, and a time to honor those
members who have contributed 125 hours
and more of their time and talenis at the
History Center.
Then stay for a program presented by
OCCHS member, Betsy Shoup, who will
share the history ofthe hundred-year old El
Faso County Pioneer's Association. This isa
New program.

At the April Board meeting, various
dlgitization and photography projects were
presented and reviewed. The Tech
Committee will be re-organizing under the
leadership of Dave Hughes. Don Kallaus
and others are looking at uses for the
downstaits dark room and are working on
digitization projects with our vast original
photography collection Next time you visit
the Museum, be sure to look at the historic
photo displays..new ones are beingadded.

We are sending our best wishes along to
Liz Ceelss, longtime musewn exhibit
volunteer, who Is moving to Denver. And
special “thanks” to all members who have
volunteered at the History Center
throughout the winter..you do make a
difference!

Best repards to all,

~ (oanne Kadaon

« Bullding maintenance looks high Hr this
time of year but $097.05 of this experse
was re-imbursed by the Insurance claim
for the burned car.

» Membership receipts are wvery close to
budget

« Fist quarter expense includes $1733 for
property insurance.

» Expenses are greater than receipts for this
quarter because we do not have any
major fund raising events In the first
quarter. We went into this quatter with a
larger than normal bank balance to off'set
these experses. Overall expenses are
close to budget estimates.

TOTAL LIQUID ASSETS
OCCHS Bank Account 3 500710
Book Store Bank Account ¥ 2,355.72
Memotial Hos. Revenue Bon 3% 50,715.00
Cal Regents Revenue Bond % 24,361.75
Edward Jones Bonds (Cash)  § 1,078.21
Fixed EndowmentSavings ¥ go,010.30
Farned Income Savings % 10,083.08
Total Liquid Assets $1714,520.44

o« The total deposits for the Save the
Westside Community Center Is almost
exactly $6,000. The April 26, 2010 City
Council meeting should confirm the
contract with the Woodman Chapel as
operator for the center for a period of
three years. When this is confinmed we
will present a check to the Woodman
Chapel #r the total amount of our
domtions. The Chapel has agreed that
these funds will only go to suppon the
Center. They have created a separate LILC
“Westside Community Center® for this
purpose. They have also apreed that In
time they will erecta plague or wall frame
that gives thanks and recognizes the
generous donations ofall "Westsiders”.

Johnle E Jackson, Treasurar
Old Colorado Clty Historlcal Society
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Tuesday, May 4
7 P.M.

Sat., May 8
2:30 to 4 P.ML

Friday, May 14
10 AM. coffee
10:30 AM. meeting
11:10 AM. program

May 29, 30, 31

MAY 20 10 OCCHS CALENDAR

“new programs “new fopics “bring your friends “come early for coffee”

"William Blackmore"” presented by Brook Cruz.

An Enplish investor and landowner, Blackmore was involved in the
early development of the American West Sponsored by Friends of
Red Rock Canvon.

Annual Afternoon Spring Tea fundraiser returns with a new
program and theme. Tables of 4 or 6 for filends or mothers and
daughters. Reservations, limited seating. $18 public, %16 OCUCHS
members. Purchase tickets NOW!

Annual OCCHS Buriness Meeting & Flections with Program:

“Who Were the ‘Pioneers’ of the El Paso County Pioneers
Assodation?” presented by Betsy Shoup and Board members. Come
learn about their bepginninpgs and continued lonpgevitd Annual
meeting includes elections.

Territory Days Festival on Colorado Avenue.

DOCCHS Bake 5Sale Interpreters at Garvin Cabin and historical
monument. Bookstore and Museum open 171 to 4. Historical activities
sponsored by OCCHS and Rock Ledpe Ranch at the 25th S5t Plaza.

Museum Hours: Tues. thru Sat, rr — 4 Free Admission.




