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What Ever Happened to the DGRG Ry’s
Manitou Springs Depot?

by Thomas E. Daniels

A Brief History...

If vou're older than fort-five, you might
remember an attractive little rectanpular building
that sat on the south side of Manitou Avenue
across fiom Memorial Park in Manitou Springs,
CO. Up until 1970, it was the office of the Villa
Motel But it main purpose prior to that was a
railroad depot for the Denwver & Rio Grande
Railway's branch tine from Colorado Springs to
MManitow.

After Gen. William T Palmer had completad
the Kansas Pacific Railway into Denver for other
investors in 1 870, he tumed his attention south to
fulfill his own dream of building a railroad into
southwesterm Colorado. His fiist narrow gauge
raile reached Colorado Springs in Ociober, 18771.
He then continued his line south toward Puzsblo.
Palmer's ripht-hand man was Dr. William A Bell
fiom England. Bell had applied as the Physician
job on the Kansas Pacific survey team out of 5t
Louis, but since that position was already taken,

he applied for the photographet's job, a trade that
he knew absolutely nothing about He quickly
leamed the business only to find out that when
the survey team was about ready to depart, the
original Physician had resigned and Bell ended
up in that position for the duration of the survey.
Palmer and Bell became lifelong friends and built
the DE&RG topether.

Shortly after their milroad arrived in Colorado
Springs, Palmer, who had told his Board of
Directors that he planned to five somewhere on
his railroad line, built a state of the art castle at
Glen Eyrie Gust northwest of the Garden Of the
Gods) for he and his wife. Bell had fallen in love
with the soda springs at the mouth of Ute Pass
and subsequently founded the town of Manitou
Springs and built his FEnglish style home
"Brarhuwrst” PBoth men became immense
landowners and had considerable investiments in
their respective towns.

With the D&RG continuing its advancement

into the southwest part of the
state, the milroad also began
pwsuing branch lines. With the
large volumes of towrisE petting
off D&R trming in Colorado
Springs and taking a camiage or
stagecoach t© Manitou t© enjoy
the "watzir," the Manitou branch
was completed to Manitou on
July 31,1880, 5ince Bell was the
Vice-President of the railroad and
a dignitary of Manitou, it was up
to him to provide depot facilities
for the Manitou branch terminal.
It just so happened that in the

Continued on page 4
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Volunfeer spotlight - meet Jerry Travers
by Barbara Barbaro

Jerry was born in Cleweland, Ohio, but his
family moved to Boulder, Colorado when he just
a baby. He wars mised and lived there until he
left vears later to attend collepe in 5an Diepo,
California, where he pedformed his Pre-med
training, He then attended the California
College of Podiatric Medicine (Univemsity of
California, San Francisco) where he received his
medical degree in podiatry. His internship and
residency waining were also in the Bay area. In
1973 Jerry retwrned to Colorado Springs and
started hisr medical practice

When Jerry retired from practice in 2008 he
immediately started working on his own
personal “bucket list®, a list of things he felt he
needed to do once time permitted. A lover of
history and a staunch believer in the need “to
understand history to solwe the problems of
today' eventually brought him to the Old
Colorado City History Center where he says he
has “found his place.” He's worked here about
one and one-half vears now and works
dowmnstaire in the Collections Department where
he is keeping busy on a key project - scanning
photographs as part of the Center's digitization
procese. Its a humungous tagk, in that we have

an estimated ro.0o0 photographs downstairs,
most of which have never been scanned (copied)
and put into a backup system for safekeeping,
In his ewves, the digitization process 5 an
important step toward recording, maintaining,
and reflecting the history of the local area, an
effort ouwr Board members, past and present,
fimly agree upon, too.

Jenv'e passion for being involved in volunteer
activities extends to other areas besides working
at the History Center. As an example, he is
involved with a non-profit, non-denominational
organization called Rivers of the World (ROW).
ROW gecks out areas of the world facing serious
problems, and then works with the local people
in investipating the problems and finding ways
to solve them. ROW poes into a situation with no
pre-conceived ideas, just the willinpness to lend
a hand. Some of the countries ROW volunteers
have been involved with include Brazil (the
Amazon), Belize, and Honduras, and Haiti

In addition to his involvement with Rivers of
the Word, Jerry is on the board of directors of
the Colorado Springs Osteopathic Foundation
and the Colomdo Podiatric Medical Association,
and is the delegate ffom Colorado to the

National Medical Association. He's also

determined to learn to play pgol
"successfully™ Hiz quiettime hobbies
include reading his medical joumals as well
ar petting lost in historical novels and
suspense thrillers. Jerry and his wife, Ronda,
have two groawn daughters, Brittany and
Lindsey that help round out his busy
schedule.

Degpite his involvement with such larpe
and prestigious organizations, Jermy humbly
stated that working at the History Center has
given him a sense of imponance, not only in
the work he does, but being aware of the time
and money the Center has spent on
providing him with the equipment needead to
do his worlk

For those of vou who might want to meet
and chat with this most unassuming
gentleman, stop by the History Center on just
about any Tuesday and Jerry will be there,
scanning photographs and probably getting
ready to cross off yvet another item on his
bucket list.
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Pepot continued ffom page «

samse year, Bell had donated land
for the church he belonged to in
Manitou and had even sent away to
the architecture department of the
Church of Fngland for a set of
plans for a small building that
would hold about a hundred
parishioners. No one has ewver
found proof that what Bell built at
the end of track was indeed the
chuwrch plans, but the depot did
have stained glars windows and a
pulpit type structure in the east
end of the building,

The depot was constructad in
1881, and was a two story affair
with native pink and white
sandstone blocks suwrounding the wood fiame
structuwre inside. A covered portico was on the west
end of the building facing Manitou Avenue with
the track paralleling the depot on the south side.
The ticket office and waiting room occupied the
first floor while the second floor was the living
quarters for the apent and his family. A small
ficight house sat just west of the depot Soon after
the depot was in e the grounds were spruced
up with flowers, trees and fences. White painted
rocks were placed in the grassy areas between the
depot and Manitou Avenue that spelled out
"DERG By" on the east side and "Manitou® on the
west side. Station track also included a wye (for
tuming trains) and a short spur to park extra

Earlicst known photo E‘Hpﬂ

looking west from Manitou Awenue ¢ 1881

passenger cars. Further cast and closer to Bells
home was a track for parking "private railroad cams”
for longer stays, mostly in the summer months.
There were several round wwipe made daily. In
1 888, the rail was switched from namrow gauge to
standard gauge, which now matched the mainline
through Colormado Springs. Cars could now be
switched off the Denver to Pueblo through trains
and added to the Manitou rune without the
passengels ever getting off their cars. More trains
were added to Manitou in the summer months
and a special davtime Sunday only train, the
"Manitou Fxcuwrion' bepan. Other names were
Manitou Fxpress, Manitou Special Manitou
Accommoadation and even just Manitou Train.

Times were pood for the

Ucu !aa!dﬂg ﬂar.t.‘mwt S’.!'I(JHJHE' south side of dcpat
frefeht house and covered platform Mixed castbound
passcnger train is ready to depart White building in
backeground fs the Manitou House. A saloon fs shown atthe
rieht c 1883

railroad traveler, but as usual,
thingg don't stay the same
orever. As the automobile prew
in popularity and roads pot
better (dirt to payment) people
decided that with their ocwn
mode of tansportation, they
could get to Manitou faster and
cheaper than waliting for a train,
By 1927, it was now down to one
train each direction per day. The
last passenger run was finally
made in 19731, and after that only
ficight was camied to Manitow.
Then in 19739, the D&RGW RR
tore out the rmils back to old
Colorado City {28th Street) and
carried only ficipht on the
Manitou Branch from then on
The depot and ficipht house
were closed and sat idle wuniil
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The station grounds, depot and fieight house
were then sold; a motel {the Villa) was then built
up around the existing buildings (the fieight house
was moved directly south of the depot) The depot
was wsed as the office/check in for the motel unit
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March of 1970. The firvight house was much
smaller and could be trans ported in one trip. The
widening of Hi-way 24 had just been completed
and by moving the nmssive structures at night
made it much earier.

All of the structures, sandstone blocks and
mircellansous hardware were stored at
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and the fieipght house was weed for a parape and
work shop. Tt all blended in nicely and the
buildings began their second life

By 1969, the motel owners decided they needed
to expand. More units, a swimming pool, and a
larper office were all in order. A new office building
was built on the southeast corner of the old
depot/office almost touching it Tt was decided that
mther than demolishing the historic building, it
would be better to dismantle it in hopes of
reconstructing it somewhere else. Jack Quinn's
Native Flapstone & Moss Rock was selectad
for the job. First step was salvaging the

The depot as i was uscd for the Villa Motel from
ro46 to rgo6g Original portico was glassed in for
more space in the office. A smaller one was
attached to the front of it Note old freight house
new moved te the south of the depot 6/11/68

Jack Quinn® property on Quinns Alley
which is about two blocks north of the
main street (Hi-way 24) in Woodland Park
This is where the project of restoring the
depot seemed to stall By April of 1978,
everything was stll in Woodland Parlc
Worse yet, most of the numberr marked on
each sandstone block had worn off due to
the wet summers and cruel winterr in
Colorado. Jack Quinn had noticed me
taking pictures of the dismantling process
and called me for a set of them in hopes it
would help see what went where They
didn't help in that respect

Six more vears went byand in 1 o84, Jack
got the attention of Tom Hudson, a local
developer who had a vision of using the
stone to build a larper recreation of the
original structure. He hired architect John
Nelson to draw up the plans and by the
end of 1 o8 4, the building was ready foruse,
Located at 620 5. Cascade Avenue, the four story
office building is named Cascade Station. Az of this
writing, the building just celebrated itz zgth
Anniversary. The sandstone blocks are used in the
structure to accent the cipht corners (front and
back) of the structure and in the entryways. The
rest of the wall areas use red fireclay brick for a
very delighthil appeal to the eves.

The fieight house? Tt found a spot also as a
home in central Colorado Springs on Corona
Street Its still the same shape but extensive

hardware (dooms, windows, doorknobs &
hinges, decomtive metal and =tc) The
buildings were to be moved off the
property {including the freight house) and
stored Iin Woodland Park The shingles
were scrapped off all the roof areas. Fach
sands tone block was carefully removed and
numbered 5o it could be put back like a
giant Jpsaw puzzle The interior was
completely putted leaving only the firame of
the building, Then roofing boards were
removed fiom the middle third of the roof
and the building was cut in halfso it could
be transported to Woodland Park in two
trips. This all took place in February and

West end chimney stones and some wall stones
hawve now been removed and numbered 2711/ 70
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Pepot continued fom page 5

remodeling gave the homeowner more
windows, a front porch and a half
basement Now painted white and blueg,
it still displays the Denver and Rio
Grande Ry, lopo under the roofline at the
front of the house. And the ficight house
sliding door is still attached to the south
gide.

Ul @

Finished freight house with picket white fenece
and original fieight door attached to side ol
frouse. Notw caboose maflbox DARG logo still
nearroofline. »r7'ro

rariin - |

Cascade Station office complex & jfust
about finished and mwadyv to accept
fenants at 6zo 8 Cascade Awe. in Colorado
Springs. 11/30/84

EDITOR'S NOTE:

The manuscript of this article written by
Old Colorado City Historical Society
member Tom Daniels includes numerous
photos which could not be included here
because of s pace limitations. The complete
manuecript is, of cowse, in the Old
Colorado City Historical Society's collection.

{three in each own,)
Colorado Spritigs:

Manidtou Springs:
PRV Served Rio Crande irains

MEPE Serves Manstow & Pikes Peak trains

Fetween Colorado Springs and Manstou Springs, the two towns had a total of six major depols

ATXSE Sernvwed the Sania Fe, Coforado Midfand Midiand Terminaf and Colorado & Southern trains,
D&RGW Served Rio Grande, Rock Fiand, and the Shost Line (CS&CCDRy.)
Demer & New Ordfeans: Served Demver & New Orfeans oains,

COLORADO MIDIANIY Served Colorado AMidland and Midland Terminal irains

Nowe: The ATESE DERGW & COLORADO MIDIAND depots still exist and are still is wse for

other purposes than brain stations, The M&PP is s 8l servicing Pikes Peak traveless. The DENVER &
NEW ORLEANS depot burned to the ground in r 898 In addiion, afler WWr began and the joint
fine between Demwer and Pueblo was established Sanita Fe, and Colorado & Southemn wed the
Colarado Springs DARG VY depot on their southbound trains, Likewkse, DERG WV wsed the Santa Fe
depot on their northbound trains, The Manftou Springs DERGV depoi was dismantled but parts
of it are stilf Bvingon!
All photopraphs with the exception of the 1 880 historic pichures were taken by the author.
Thomas F. Danicls Colomado Springs July, zo10 All rights reserved.
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President’s Re port FINANCIAL REPORT,
October 2010 SEPTEMBER 2010
By Phil McDonald

I wou haven't made the tip to the
mountaing to enjoy the porgeous autumnal
colors, you should do so at the eadiest
opportunity. I experienced a delightful day in
the Cripple Creek area on September zg
exploring the area, taking photographs and
visiting the Cripple Creek MMusewm.
September 25 was Musewm Day, a statewide
event sponsored by the Smithsonian. The
admission fee was waived to encourage
visitors to stop and enjoy the museum
exhibits. Highlights of my visit included
viewing half of a human skull and Jack
Dempeeyvs boxing gloves. The halfskull
belonged to an unfbrtunate fellow who was
bludgeoned to death in a bar room brawl
The defendant made the unusual allegation
that the victim would not have succumbed to
his wounds were it not for the fact that his
skull was unusually thin. Hence the victim's
noggin was sawad in half post-mortem and
presented ag evidence at the defendant’s trial.
This novel strategy was successfill and the
defendant was acquitted. Thus ran the coutse
of justice in the Old West!

Fvou were among the fortunate gixty orso
OCCHS members who attended the annual
dinner at the Corporate Drive branch of the
Mason Jar restaurant on September 23, you
received a treat ODur guest presenter, May
TJane Pradbury, pave a masterful performance
in chamcter as Aupusta Tabor, the scomed
wife of Colorado millionaire legend, Horace
{HAW) Tabor. Ms. Bradbury elicited the full
range of human emotions as she related
Augusta’®s  incredible stwory. Tt cerainly
increased my respect for this remarkably
astute and competent businesswoman’

The Board of Directors sponsors the
Annual Dinner as our way of expressing
gratitude to the many individualk who
contribute their time and talent toward
making the OCCHS one of the most
successful orpanizations of it kind in the
Pikes Peak repion. 1 want to extend my
gratitude to Kathy McPBride and Sharon Swint
for orpanizing one of the most enjoyable and
successful annual dinners in recent memory.
Job well done lad ies!

With only four months rermining in the
year, we are In a financially sound status.
Our checking account contains almost
$12,000. Last year we entered the New Year
with around $10,000. The first three or four
months of a new year are relatively lean
months for income. The Society owes Susie
many accolades for the preat wotk she has
accomplished In the Book Store. Our
budgeted incomme for the year was 52,500,
but she has given us $6,000 $or the year. We
are not going to be trarsferring any mote
funds this year, but will transfer more at the
bepinning of the new year to help cowver
those lean months.

Another great boon for our Income was
the Arts and Crafts Booths on Saturdays
next to the building and in the back patio
area. Joanne and Jo really came up with a
brlliant plan that will bring In around
$2000 Income for the Center. We encourage
any and all our membership to be thinking
about ldeas that will help to increase
membership or bring ideas to the board
that will belp increase our income. We also
offer asincere THANK YOU to all who have
given so much in hours, talent and effort to
make our Soclety as great as it has become.
We will be planning ouwr budget in
Nowvember and encourage all our members
to submit ideas for the new year.

OCCHS LIQUID ARSETS

OCCHS Bank Account % 11,B52.32
Book Store Bank Account 3110273
Memorial Hos. Revenue Bond go,860.50
Cal Repents Revenue Bond  25,044.25

Fdward Jones Bonds (Cash)  3,639.09
Fixed Endowment Savings 95,07 0.18
Eamed Income Savings 11,108,178
Shirley Bonds Digital Fund 1658.20

TOTAL LIQUID ASSETS  $124,74831

Johnie E Jackson, Treasurer
0ld Colorado Clity Historical Soclety
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Friday, October 8
11 AM.

Saturdays, Oct. 16, 23
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Program: “Looking Back: Interwoven Histories of
Native Americans and the Furopeans”

Johnie Jackson, OCCHS Board member, will present
some of his research about the eady inter-action of
these cultures which influenced the politics and
events of the American West during the 1800s.
Growing up in the South with family ties to
Colorado, Jackson's perspectives will stimulate some
new dimensions of this historical subject

Kids in the Kabin (in Bancroft Park)

— Spooky Saturday stories (must be with an adult).
Storytellers from Old Colorado City History Center
and Camegie Library as part of the 14th Annual
October Scarecrow Days sponsored by Historic
District Merchants Association.

Old Colorado Cily Hislory Cenler
I 8 z4th Street, Colorado Spiings, (0 Sogoyg - 636-r225 - httpr//historyoldeolo.com

Musewnry Hours: Tues, thru Sat, 11 — g Free Admissionn ~ Donations greatly apprecilated




