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Great Aunt Lu and the Midland School

By Elaine McFarland Radney

One of thesmall pleasures of being back home
after vears away is looking out my front window
and seeing the old Midland School in the
distance. The evening 1 moved in, it began to
snow — a good omen as far as 1 was concemed.
There was just enough light to illuminate the old
school building in the distance, and all the
modern cars and satellite dishes just faded out of
sight Tt f=lt like stepping back in time. Less visible
was the house next door w the school, where my
mother lived briefly with her Aunt Lu before she
met and married my father. 1 never attended the
Midland School, but it holds an interesting place
in our familys history. Aunt Lu was the custodian
of the school from 1926 until 1042,

Edward and Liiu fl»c&.rﬂ:urL*zgwgm in
Orcgon ca roo8

Awunt Tn never intended t© have a career as a
“pnitress.” Her eady life Pllowed the
conventional road of daughter, then wifz, then
mother of five children. Lulu Fita McArthur was
born to William Henry W.HI| and Rose Harding
McAuthur on January zg, 1884 in Marion, Kansar,
the third and last surviving child. Her mother was
fiom the same Harding family that produced our
zgth President of the United States, Warren G.
Harding,

Lu, as she preferred o be called, was ten years
old when her family traveled fiom central Kansas
to Monument, Colorado, by wagon in 1 804. By the
time the family moved down to Colorado Springs
a fw vears later, her older sister, Grace, had
married, been widowed, and had a snmall
daughier tos upport W. H was a stone mason and
carpenter, skills he passed along to his only son,
Judson Fdward = my grandfather. Some of the
stone foundations they build can siill be found
around Old Colorado City and along Chevenne
Blwd. The house W.H. built for his family on
Center Street 5 now gone. In fact, that whole
block is pone Interstate-z; passes right owver
where mygrandparents lived when they first met.
In fact, the extension of that same highway now
passes over the property my parent bought in
the 1o050%. I-25 has not been kind to our family,
but that is a story for another ime.

Aunt Tu met and mamied Fdward |Eddl
Lagerpren not long after the McArthurr moved
into the Center Street house. Fdward Lagergren
first appears in the 1900 Colorado Springs City
Directory. He is listed ag living and working at the
Alamo Hotel, located at the corner of Cuchanas
and Tejon. We do not know much about his
history, nor do we know how he met nmy great-
aunt, but we know they marred in Colorado

Continued on page 3
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OCCHS Monthly Meetlng & Frogram is held at 11 am. onihe
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August. The History Center opers at 1o a.m. onthe day of the
meeting for refresbments and visltatlon. The program
beglts at 11 am. This noeetingis fiee and open to the public

WELCOME TO OCCHS!
~ NEW & RENEWING
MEMBERS

Betty Baker
Dr. & Mis. Faymond Best
Betty Jo Cardona
Sallie Clark
Tom & Carol Daniels
Barbara Downs &

Mike Medvar
Charles Garvin
Eichard & Eliy Jamison
Lea & Mike Knudson
Jeanne Marsh
Sandra 1. Moncada
Mary Jeanne Owen
Ann Parker
Stewve Shepard
Jack & Betsy Shoup
Marparet Smith
John Stoody
Dorothy Vidmar
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Springs in 1902, According to Mother, who wrote
down some of owr fvorite family stories, the
newlhyweds spent a lot of time with my courting
grandparents. The four of them took the streetcar
to Manitou Sprinps to fll up ups of mineral water,
Iy preat prandfather, Samuel Silver, was advised
by his Missowi doctor to move to Colorado to
“take the water cure” for his stomach problens.
Sometimes the two couples rode or biked to
one of the Cheyvenne Canyons for picnics. At some
point in those early days, Edd Lagerpren managed
to get a speading ticket on what Mother refened
to as the Colorade Avenue viaduct We have
always loved that story, especially the part where
we were told that he must have been going all of
2o miles per hour, T wonder if it was downhill.
Judson married Anna Silver in 1904, and the
couple move with the now-healthy Samuel Silver
and Anna's mother, Piactta, back to their home in
Missouwri Lus older sister, Grace, remarded and
moved to Califbrnia. In 1905, W.H and Rose
decided to try homesteading in Orepon, but Fdd
and Lustayed in Colorado Springs. Fdd began his
career as school custodian in 190 4 at Steele School'
and two vears later was working at Columbia
School", where the wyoung family took up
residence in the basement of the large, brick
school In those dayws, custodians were housed
either in the basement of a school or in a cottage
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retwrn to the basement of Columbia School, her
life was forever changed. On Monday moming,
July 10, 1922, two janitors were “calcimining”™ ™ the
ceiling of the High School auditorium™ when the
scaffolding they were working ffom fell 35 feet to
the floor. One janitor died at the scene and a
second died twelwe houwrs later at St Francis
hospital” Edd Taperpren was the second jnitor.

Newspaper report of the accident are chilling,
The pair remained in sitting position as they 1,
and “their feet were described by attending
swpeons as crushed almost to powder” ¥ . Both
sustained a variety of injuries, including other
broken bones and unnamed internal injuries.
Perhape the most interesting non-medical detail is
that these deaths were the first “coming under the
jurisdiction of the school board” and “officials
expressed ignorance of the provision of the law for
swyivors” " | Both men had lifs insurance and
fineral benefits, a pood start, but what about the
widows and their families bevond that? Women
did not penerally work outside of the home in
those days if they had children and a husband to
support them all. What now? What was t© become
of my Aunt Tu and her five children?

The districts answer was evidently to make
sure Aunt Lu had a job. T hawe no knowledge of
what was done to help the other widow. In 1927,
Lu is listed in the City Directory as a teacher at
Roosevelt School ™, but the next vear she is listed

on the school grounds. Fdd and Tu had
twio s mall children, go a job that included
fiee accommodations, as well as utilities, 8
must have been appealing,

In 1008, Aunt Lu's mother died of
food poisoning while the McArthus
were homesteading in Oregon, and
about this same time Fdd and Tu moved
to Grants Pass, Oregon. Litde is known of
their vear in Grante Pass except that
three more children were born there. By
1918, Colorado Springs City Direciories
show that Fdd Lagerpgren was once again
janitor at Columbia 5chool, and the
fmily was once again living there,
presumably back in the basement. Tt s
difficult to inmagine keeping five smmall
children happy in the basement of a
school building, but they certainly had
plenty of playmates.

When the schools closed for the
summer @ach wear, the custodians were
kept occupied by painting and making
repaits to their own and other schools in
the district Four wyears after Aunt Luks
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Lu with her brother, my
grandfather, Judson
MeArthur, roqo

Cantinued on pace §
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2010 ANNUAL DINNER
OLD COTORADD CTTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

COLORADO'S MMOST FAMOUS

OVE TRIANGE
COMES TO UFE

September 23, 2010

The love triangle feud stil rages involving
Horace Tabor, Siver King of Leadvile
Hizabelh (Baby) Doe and Augusia Tabor, first
wite of Horace. The Old Colorado Gly Historical
Sociely will present Mary Jane Bradbury as
Augusta Tabor al their annual  dinner,
September 23, 2010,

From ciassrooms fo boardrooms, audiences
of all ages delight in the magic of ving history
— slorytelling that connects the present with
the past lo inspire lisieners for a beller fulure.
Storyteller and porirayalist Mary Jane Bradbury
brings History lo e through the lves of
oulstanding women who made a difference —
Jeannette, Fankin, Martha Maxwel, Molly
Brown, and now Augusta Tabor, (olorado
pioneer and scomed wife in one of the 19th
century most prominent scanaals.

Augusita Tabor was a singuiar pioneering
businesswoman with a heart of gold and a
generosily thal is legend. Journey with Augusta
as she describes crossing the prairie with the
Pike's Peak gold rush and life in the boom
camps. Hear this courageous wite and mother
latk about one of the 19th century's most
endunng scanaals!
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Mary Jane  Bradbury, MA  Speech
Communication, has been an aciress, speaker,
educator, and author in Colorado for over 20
years. She is a (haulauqua speaker and Young
Chautauqua coach for Colorado Humanities and
a performance artist for Think360, formerly
Young Audliences of Colorado. She is an historic
enaclor for the Denver Museum of Nalure and
Sdience, bringing historic characters to life for
temporary exhibits Ben Frankiin: in Search of a
Better World, and Titanic: The Artitact Exhibit,
and currently /s an enaclor in the permanent
exhibits and diorama halls.

Mary Jane has written and produced
heritage event programs for Four Mile Historic
Fark in Denver, and {akes her programs fo
elementary through high school dassrooms
across the stafe.

Call The Old Colorade Cily Historical Center,
719-636-1225 for reservations.

Mary fane Bradbury as Augusta Tabor
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“AUGUSTA TABOR VISITS COLORADO CITY”
OCCHS ANNUAL DINNER

w

DATE  Thursday, September 23, 2010
TIME 6:30PM. TO 830 PM.

LOCATION: The Mason lar, 5905 Corporate Drive, Colorado Springs. This is the
2nd location for this long time Westside restaurant, just off I-25.

COST: Order from our special menu with prices $7.50 to $13.50 including veggie,
salad, rolls plus gratuity. Alcoholic drinks available.

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED: call The Ol Colorado City Historical Center at

719636-1225 to reserve your spot. Limited seating due to room size,
DON'T MISS QUT!

DEADLINE: September 21, Tuesday.

- .-.'"".-.'.'A'l""'l""“""'A'l""'.."."“"'.'L'l'l"'l""“"'.'A'.. -
'.-.'...'..""'."'l"'.‘l"""'.l'.-."'l'l"'l"'."'l""'l"'.‘l""""'.".

r"‘-" w

I~

'."l'.".'.-.' v '...'l'.-"'l'.""""'l"'l"""'.‘"'l"'l'..""'.‘""'l'l'."'l"""'

% Fallis in the Air. 3

Starting the first of September, the OCCHS bookstore will be getting ready for fall
with new fall gifts and quiltts. We willbe holdinga 51,00 drawing for fall quilf. New
member Kelly Leaf has been making quilts ever since she vetived from 40 years of
teaching Ovriginally fromm California, she and her sister Kay always said they would
retive in Colovado. After much searching they picked Colovado Springs fo be the
nicest spot ... and nothing better than our own Westside. Haven 't been fo the museun
and bookstore for a while?

This is the time to come visit and see tehat OCCHS will be doing this fall.
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as the jnitor. Fither she did not like teaching or
she prefermred custodial duties, and the fiee
accommodations. By 1025, however, she began
her many vears as janitor or “janitress™ of Midland
School. In 1926, when she is first listed as living
next door to the Midland, at 2408 Howbert, her
older children were either maried or soon to be
mairied. Tt i5 perhaps ironic that once Aunt Lu
finally had a separate house for her family, her
children were one by one leaving her nest.

Aunt Lu remarried in about 1940, the last year
ghe ir listed ar “jnitress” at Midland School, but
she continued to work as a custodian for the
school district = at Colorado Springs High School,
where her husband was killed. She retired in 1946,
the yvear I was born. She and her second husband,
Jesse Stamion, lived in the Victor-Cripple Creek

WesT Worn

Page 6

district for a while, but so fir we have not been
able to pinpoint exactly when, where, or for how
long. We do know that her recond marriapge ended
in divorce. She was single and living on her own
by the time 1 knew her, living once again in
Colorado Springs. We often spent time with her
and herdaughter Beatrice. T remember Great-Annt
Lu as atall, warm-hearted woman. She was always
one of my fvorite relatives, even more so after 1
leamed of her history. T have often wondered how
many other women in eatly Colorado Springs had
a carear like hers; all the custodians T remember
from school were men

Two places in town always remind me of Great-
Aunt Tu One is Myron Stratton Home, where she
spent her last years, and the other s Midland
School When the snows fall and T look out my
windows at that beautifil old school in distance, 1
always imagine her there

Lu and her children on the steps of Columbia School, rozz - 1 to r Lu, Edward Jr,
Beatrice, Jean, Muricl, Lois, Joscphine in front

! Stealz School & atf the cornear of fraf Norte and Webear Straais.
& Cofummbiz Schoof e at the comer of Boufdear and Institute; the bufiding fomr rooé f no fongar thara.
M Calciming e definad by The American Herftage Dictlonary as “z witdfte or tinfed mixture of zinc oxida,

waiar; and giue, used o coar walle and callings.™

fv The schoof s now Witllam facieon FPalmer Hiofr School but the audfforfum in queastfon & no fomgear

thara,

Vv Accounis of the accideant were found on sicro i of the fulfy, 1922 Coforado Springs (Gazefiz

W Coforado Springs Gazeftfe, 7z fuf rgzz
vif ihidf

vilf Rooseveft Schoof was af r 82 3 North 7ith Street the schoof and buffding are no lfonger there,
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OCCHS President’s Report

By Phil McDonald

While summer s ofien experienced as
*down time™ by many orpanizations, this has
certainly not been the case with the Old
Colorado City Historical Society. On July 13,
Richard Marold morphed inte Nicola Tesla
and delivered hlis rendidon of the famous
Colorado Sprinps  Inventor. Richard’'s
presentation was followed a week later on July
27 when OCCHS members Barbara Barbaro
and Paul Shepard presented thelr program on
“Law & Dlsorder In Old Colorado City and the
FEER". Both proprams were well attended by
appreciative audlences,

At the July 23 meeiing of the OCCHS Board
of Directors, Dave Huphes Introduced a very
special puest, Mrs. Shitley Bonds who has been
a pgenerous contributor to ow onpoing
dipitalization project. In recognition of and
appreciation for her pencrosity, T presented
Mrs. Bonds with a spiral book of digitalized
photos that Don Kallows had created. Mis.
Bonds then spoke to the Board about her
cateer as a buszinesswoman with Peetless
Graphics here In Colorado Sprinps. The Bonds
Bunily has lonpstnding and deep ties o the
communlty. Mrs. Bonds noted that her father
was a mason who helped lay the cornerstone
of the Colorade Springs Chty Auditorium. T
found Mrs. Bonds to be adeliphtful personality.

In a letter to Dave Hughes, the Board
expressed s pratitude for all that he has done
for the soclety and committed its supportfor a
dipitalization propram that s commensurate
with our status and resources as a local
hlstorical sociaty. We are eaperly anticipating a
time when our photopraphs, document and
artifac will be available for access online.

Plzaze be reminded thatour annual dinnaer
Iz schedwled for Sepiember 24 20710 from 6:30-
&30 PM at the Mason Jar Restaurant on
Corporate Drive. This event will feature Mary
Jane Bradbury dolng her lively impersonation
of Aupusta Tabor, spurned wife of Colorado
silver magnate, Horace Tabor T have seen Ms
Bradbury work before and can testify that you
will be entertained and educated. Please make
arranpements o atiend this important sociaty
event

Algo our annual Cemetery Crawl s Sunday,
Aupust zg. Some new characters have been
inteprated into our show, so be sure to come
out to Fairview, be entertained and suppornt
your Society!

JULY, 2010
FINANCIAL REPORT

What a great month of July! T don't know what
the regular month high income has been in
the past but we must hawe been close to a
record this month. Our gross income was
$5.467.51. This gives us 31 7,324.04 income for
the vear to date with expenses of $r14,227.70
year to date for a profit of $3,006.34. Special
thanks to Jo Cervone and the Pikes Peak Arts
and Crfls and Surie Schorch and the
Bookstore for so much of our profit Tt also
appeats that we will be able to soon receive
another fiom the Bookstore. Thanks again to
Suzie and to Bev who finds the volunteers
who help in ow Bookstore. Our Fixed
Fndowment Fund continues to grow in s pite
of the economic conditions of the area and
nation. Saturday, August 14, 2070 WwWas our
special OCCHS recognition day in Bancroft
Park which we sponsor as Founders Day,
without any outside help. We did close to
breaking even for the event 1 hope that all
the memberse underwtand that this i not a
profit scheduled event It is a day that we
recognize and honor Old Colorado City and
the Old Colorado City Historical Society. We
need to thank Jo Cervone and the other
member that contributed time and effornt to
make this event possible. Tt is my hope that
next vear we can improve this event to the
point that it becomes one the most gpecial
thinge we do all yvear. Please pet involved in
yvouwr asgociation. The more support we
receive the better chance we will have to grow
and improve owr relationship with Colorado
Springs and Old Colorado City.

TOTAL LIOQUID ASSETS
OCCHS Bank Account % o0,004.57
Bookstore Bank Account % 272400

Memorial Hos. Revenue Bond % go.860.50
Cal Repents Revwenue Bond $ 25,044.25
Fdwards Jones Bonds (Cash) $  3,630.00
Fixed Endowment Savings 1457534
Total Fixed Fndowment Funds % g5,010.78

Earned Income Savings % 11,371.08
Shirley Bond Digital Account %  3,685.20
TOTAL LIQUID ASSEST $1z1,86803

Johnle E Jackson, Treasurar
0ld Colorado Clity Historical Soclety




OLD COLORADO CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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U= Pogtage
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COLDSPGES, CO
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Saturdays, Sept 4, 11, 18
gam. to 2 p.m.

Friday, September 10
ITa.m.

Doors open at 10:15
Come early r coflee
and view exhibits.

Thursday, September 23
6:30 p.m.

Mason Jar (North)
restaurant

Seplember al the Old Colorado City History Cenler

I 8 z24th Street, Colorado Springs, U0 8ogoy4 - 636-1225 - http//historyoldecolo.com

Arts & Crafis on Pikes Peak Avenue & 8. 24th St
Variety of talented vendors including many Westsiders.

FProgram: “Doc at Timberline” presented by storyieller and
author, John Starsfield

Dr. Chatles Fox Gardiner's long lif captures the essence -
and often adventure — of practicing medicine in late 1800's
and early 1900's Colorado, including the Pikes Peak region.

Don't miss this beginning of our second Friday program
setes! Stansfield is a talented Colotado Chautauqua speaker,
UCCS faculty member, and winner ofthe Wilderness Soclety's
2004 ‘Environmental Heroes' Award.

Annual OCCHS Dinner & Program: “Augusta Tabor Comes
to Colorado City” portrayed by Mary Jane Bradbury.

The lesser known first wife of Hotace Tabor, Angusta stands
alone as a ploneering businesswoman and one of the first
women to come west in the Pike's Peak pold rush Program
costs are courtesy of Colorado Huranities, Inc.

For further information, see announcement on page §.

Museunmm Howrs: Tires. thiu Sat, 11 — 4 Free Admission ~ Donations greatly appre clated




