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Seclion 16’s historic frails

By Don Ellis

The creation of trails, and even roads, in
eardier times was seldom newsworthy and
seldom recorded. 1 know the most about old
trails form old maps. And, the representation of
trails on maps was, and still is, often incomplete
or incorrect. 50, T am fully confident that this
story will be incomplete and incorrect.

The 1877 realopical and Ge
of Colorado and Partions of Ad gcent Temritories
by F. V. Havden showead one trail which passed
through Section 16. This was the tmil from
Colorado City to Pikes Pealkk The trail began at
what today would be the comer of Colormdo
Avenue and 318t Street, proceeded south just
east of the hogbacks to near the present
intergection of 5. zbth. Street and Gold Camp
Road, then headed west, possibly through the
gap in the Dakota hogback through which the
Lion Til (former landfill road) passes today.
From there, the trail went southwest, passing
through the southeastern portion of Section 16,
to the mouth of Bear Creek Canvon. From there,
the trail followed Bear Creek up through Jones
Park, crossed over to Lake Moraineg, and climbed
to the summit of Pikes Peak At that time, this
was the usual route to Pikes Peak Visitors to
Pikes Peak usually took z or 3 days for the trip,
spending a night or two at a hotel which had
been builtat 1ake Moraine by Fdward Copleyin
1874. In his book Shattered Dhreams on FPikes
Peak (Pulpit Rock Press, 1989, 1904), Ivan W.
Brunk quotes several historic descriptions of the
Iake House and the trip to Pikes Peak A June
1875 story reported, "The Bear Creek and Pike's
Peak Trail i now open to the summit of Pike's
Pezak. The entire trip can be made on homweback,
as the trail is in excellent condition. There is

good accommodations at the Momine Lake
House, where meals can be obtained at any
hour. The hotel i furnished with good spring
beds, and as there ig a telegraph office
connected to the house, roomes may be enpgaged
on short notice by telegraph.” Later, the Bear
Creek Trail to Jones Park and Lake Moraine was
a toll road for several vears. By then, howewver, a
different route had apparently replaced the trail
through Section 1 6.

The Bear Creek and Pike's Peak Tiail was a
major trail; and Hayden's Atlas only showed
major trailk and major roads. There probably
were other trails in Section 16 before 1877, John
. Bock’s book In Red Rock Canywon Land
{privately published, undated) mentions a
Gypsum Canvon road which was apparently
used in the 1860%. Mr. Bock presents (probably
fictionalized) stories involving the road. This
road almost cerainly went a short distance into
Section 1 6.

Scon after he and others founded Colorado
City in 1859, Anthony Bott bepan quanving
building stone along the Dakota hogback This
enterprise became Bott & Lanpgmever Building
Stone which operted a number of quarries and
built recadse tw them. Four of the Bott &
Langmevyer roads crossed the Dakota hogback,
twio just west of the Colorado-Philadelphia Mill,
one in what is now “White Acres, and one
through the gap where the Lion Trail (former
landfill road) is now. The road through this gap
continued south on the west flank of the
hogback and twned west into Section 16,
becoming a trail. In the early 1900%, this trail
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WELCOME TO OCCHS!
~ NEW & RENEWING
MEMBERS

Maryellen Battaglia

Steve Daiple

Shirley Deal Ewing

Don Hanlon

Barbam Susan Hill

Juliet Johnson

Cene & Mary hartin
Willard E. Mason

Frances Moldenhauer
Laura L. Moncrief

Tack & Bev Patterson
Genaldine Pegiler

Flaine McFadand Radney
Ralph and Donna Shoemaker
Flaine Ritchie Sommers
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Old Colorado City Historical Society
Board Elections - May 13 Annual Meeting

The Nomimting Committee of Bev Dischh Sandy Hanzlian and Barbara Barbaro lhas
announced the following slate for election for a two-year term. The election will be held at the
next annual meeting which Is May 13, 2017 at 117.00 am. Those remalning on the Board are Dave
Murray, Susie Schorsch, Tom Hendtx, Bev Disch, and Jan deChadenedes.

The nominees are:

Fhil McDonald - Incumbent board member — For the past two years Phil has served as
president of the Board and prior to that has served on the board in other capacities. He ls a
Plillar instructorspeaker, a college instructor, and a retired high school history teacher.

Sharon Swint - Incumbent board member — Sharon has served on the Board the past two
years as secretaty, and prior to that as a replacement member Sharon currently oversees
the oral history project and represents the Soclety on the Coalition of Pikes Peak Historic
Museums.

Johnie Jackson - Incumbent board member —Johnie filled in mid-tenm last year fr Dave
Hughes as treasurer and has enjoyed learning about the Soclety through its fimancial side.
Johnle's business acumen compliments the Society's focus and direction

Jo Cervone - Jo handles all of the History Center's advenising and s our sound system
expert She has been a volunteer at the History Center for over ten years and has been
Involved in the planning and execution of neatly all of the Soclety's special events.

Miramont Castle Museum

Thursday, April 21, 10:30 AM

Reservations required. A sign up sheet is in the Bookstore.

Bristol Elementary School History
and Art Mural

Friday date to be determined
Limited to 10. 5ign up at the History Center bookstore.

See information on back page calendar.
For more information, call the History Center bookstore - 030-1225
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Trails continued from page 1

extended through Section 16, following much
the same route ar todays Section 16 Trail

Ivan W. Brunk's book, Crnsiaf Park the Cremm od
Pikes Peak (Pulpit Rock Press, 1990) tells us that
in Aupust of 1904 General Palmer obtained a
right of way for a trail firom Bear Creek to Cnstal
Park; and on New Years Day (1g9o05?) Geneml
Palmer's wrail was officially openead.

50, by the time the USGS published its Pikes
Peak Special” map in 1 gog, both the Palmer Trail
and the Section 16 Tril had been established;
and all of todays popular Palmer Red Rock Loop,
except for a short stretch near the present
trailhead, is shown on that map.

For several vears in the late 191705 and eady
1920’5, The Colorado Springs Chamber of
Commerce distributed a map, Mountzin Traik
of the Pikes Peak Region This map was prepared
by Manly (himes and showed another trail in
Section 16. This tril connected the Section 16
Trail to the road up Red Rock Canvon. This trail
was very steep in places, going straipht down the
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severely eroded. It continued to be shown on
some mape at least up until the late 1950%.
Today, it i abandoned, larpely unused, and
mostly overgrown.

For ashort time in the 1 950% white quartz was
mined in Section 146; and a road was built to the
mine Where today's Section 16 trail crosses the
mesa before starting up the upper Red Rock
Canyvon drainage, it follows this "Quartz Quarry
Road,” while todays Parallel Tiail follows the
much eadier Section 16 Trail For a number of
years, the "Quantz Quanmy Road” was used by four
wheelers and motorcyclists; and it was only with
some difficulty that it was eventually closed to
motorzed use.

Shattered Dreanws on Pikes Peak Cnwsitalf Park the
Cremn of Pikes Peak and reprints of In Red Rock
Camwn Land are available at the Old Colorado
City History Center Bookstore.

NOTE: This story, with minor modifications, is
also being published in Friends of Red Rock

Canvon’s BED BOCE BAG

fall line into Red Rock Canvon, and became

Palmer Trall and Sectfion I 6 Trall (Palmer Red Rock Loop) as shown on the 1909 USGS
"Pikes Peak Special” map, reprinfed in 1 944 as the "Manifou Quadrangie’.
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Bookstore Corner

by Susie Schorsch

April 2011 marks the one hundred and fiftieth
anniversary of the American Clvil War. Here
In the United States there will be many
celebrations and reflections of this event of
our history. The Old Colorado History Center
Bookstore is celebrating this event by carrying
a selection of new books for both young and
old regarding the Civil War.

It happened in the Civil War - by Michael
Bradley - looks at true tales ofthe war. Itlooks
at some of the lesserknown and unusual
happenings that shaped the course of the war
from leaming of the Hunley, the first
submarine to destroy a surface ship in warfare
to the storyofLittle Somrel, Stonewall Jackson's
hotse.

Tl

Llaﬂmm.ﬂ_-iaicﬂcr by ]eﬂi'e}r Eeard. Is a
wonderful book for younger audiences. It
looks at life of a soldler, wint they ate, what
they wore and wihat equipment they wnuld
have.

2 b}rC Brian Kell}r lnoks aI the
human element that occurred over the four
years. 'The book explores ordinary cltizens
and the personal price paid during the war.

ﬂirmﬂ_chL&ag;L&aj—Tells of the life of
Romine Ostrander in the Colorado Territory
during the Civil War while serving in the First
Colorado Calvary

Glorkta Bass by P.G. Nagle — Set in the Civil
War around the battle called the “Cettysburg
of the West" this story tells of the battle for
conirol of Glorleta Pass the route to Colorado’s

gold.

Stop by the bookstore and reffesh your
knowledge of the Civil war Read Lincoln's
Cettysburgy  Address or the Emancipation
Froclamation
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TEST YOOR HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE!

The picture shown above is a photo of downtown Colorado Springs probably taken in the mid-
19zo0's. But if vou look at it, some things will seem a bit different than anything vou've ever seen
befbre. Yes, there are several mistakes in the picture ar some enterprising photographer had fun in
their photo shop after the picture was developed. Before vou read the rest of this story, see how many
mistakes you can find and where this picture was taken from. Have fun!

The picture was taken looking west on Pikes Peak Ave. at the intersection of Pikes Peak and Weber
5t The most obvious emrors are the four story buildings on the southwest and northwest corners of
the intersection. The four story building on the NW corner is actually that of the Colorado Springs
National Bank which in reality was located at 31 N. Tejon 5t A fifth floor was later added on to the
building while still the bank building, The unusual window armngement at the front (2-1-2-1) is what
identifies this misplaced building. O n the 5%W comer is another four story building, but not much is
shown as it's hiding behind the building in the foreground where the man is sitting. However, just
enough of the windows are shown to identify it as the old Giddings-Kirkwood store which was
located at 101 N. Tejon, right across the street firom the Colo. Spps. Nil Bank Other obvious
improbabilities are the two camels crossing Pikes Peak Awve. and the homrwe and sleigh on dry
pavement. And how about the ten block long summit house on top of Pikes Peak? The building in
the freground on the left has not been identified and if originally downtown, is no longer standing.
Pleage let us know if vou recognize it The trim around the top of the building is unique. Finally, the
larpe radio antennae on top of the bank building is probably bopus. Although the first radio station
in Colorado Springs (KVOR) went on the air in 1923, their tansmitterftower was located in the 2800
block of E. Platte Ave. This April Fools picture was found in the files of the Old Colorado City History
Center. (Notes compiled by OCCHS volunteer-Tom Daniels)
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Qld Colorado City Historical Soclety
President’s Report Apedl, zo11

Most of vou by now know that Dave
Hughes' wife Patsy passed away recently.
On behalf of the Board of Directors and the
entire OCCHS, T would like to express our
collective condolences to Dave and his
family for their loss. Additionally, T would
like to take this opportunity to extend our
gratilude to Dave for all he has done for
“0ld Town” and the Society. From his role
in orpanizing and driving the renewal of
Old Town in the 1976 Centennial
celebration to his pioneering internet
ventures to his meticulous attention to
relishing, preserving and sharing the
unique history of our area, Davw Hupghes
has been a giant without peer. Tt is not a
cliché’ to say that we wouldn't be where we
are today without his herculecan effons. 1
salute vou, Colonel.

In May we will be holding our annual
meeting. 1T wish to use this occasion as a
forum fr recognizing the “foot soldiers”
that make the day to day opemtions of our
ompanization possible. Tm talking, of course,
about ow volunteers. These are the
individuals who share their time and talents
in organizing owr educational programs,
staffing and maintaining the bookstore,
doing the building cleaning and repairs.
collecting, maintaining and displaying our
numercus  artifacts, publishing our
newsletter, and penerating publicity for our
events. Recently 1 visited with Parbam
Barbaro and was absolutely amazed at the
depth of her knowledpge and intensity of her
commitment to ow organization. We are
simply blessed to have commitied
individualg like Dave and Barbara serving
the society.

Most essentially it is important for all of
us to remember that this society Is bipper
than anysingle individual member. WE are
a TEAM and our goal is to insure that the
Society continues to genemte new
members, new volunteers, and new leaders.
No single member can claim a monopoly
on caring about the welfare of the OCCHS.
We will move forward together.

Phil McDonald
President

Treasurer’s Report, March, zo1x

This February was typical for any
Februaryin that our expenses exceeded our
receipts. However we went into this year in
a better financial position than last yeat, so
it is not that much of a problem The
bookstore has again exceeded sales over the
past year. We has also purchased a digital
projector for use In our monthly talks and
events. It worked verysuoccessful for our last
event

The Soclety would like all our members
to know that in December, 2010, the
Congress reinstated the IRA Charitable
Rollover for the tax years of 2010 and 207171,
Individuals who are 7o1/2 or older may
make a charitable gift by distributing funds
Tax Free (up to $100,000) from a tradition
IRA or a Roth IRA The IRA Chatitable
Rollover continues through 2011, Note that
this law does not include 401k or other
Tax-favored funds. You must make the
distribution directly to the nonprofit
organization. If you make the distribution
to yourself then the funds become taxable
to youw PFlease contact your IRA plan
administrator or fimancial advisor to help
you with this gift

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
OCCHS Bank Account $ 15,870. 16
Bookstore Bank Account  §  2,070.03

Fixed Endowment Account § 95,925.60

Farned Income Savings % 11,460.67
Digijtalization Account % 775820
TOTAL LIQUID ASSETS  $133,993.66

Johnie E. Jackson, Treasurer
0ld Colorado Clity Historical Soclety
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Friday, April - date TED

April at the History Center

Program: *The Canservatdon of Historlcal Art" Victoria Eyan, an art
conservator, will present a behind-the-scenes glimpse of the
detalled procedwres to presenve old art pieces She has recently
completed the work on a painting of Georpe Washinpton by local
artist, Charles Cralip. This painting was originally hung In
Washington Elementary School In 18973, Ms, Ryan will help you
understand the difference between “conservation™ and “res toration™
which you may hear recommended on T¥s Antique Roadshow.

Tow: Miramont Castle museutn - Resehations required. Asipgn up
gheat Is in the Bookstore. Beduced admission for Members - 36,
Non-members over 6o yrs 37, Non-members undar 60 yrs. 58
Payment cash or check to "Miramont Caste™ due by Aptril 1oth. Tour
will lagt about an hour. Parking I limited. Meet at History Center by
TOT 5 a.m o car pool

Towr: Fristol Flementary Schaol History & Art MMural - Limited to
10. Members and their relatives only, please. Free, but donation
appreciated for printed information. Tour gulide is one of the mural
artists. Sign up sheet s already at Histo ry Cenier bookstore. The Friday
date will be scheduled when at least § have signed up.

Old Colorado Cily Hislory Cenler
I 8 z24th Street, Colorado Spiings, {0 8ogog - 636-1224 - Attp//wwwocchisorg

Museum Hours: Tues. thru Sat 11 — 4 Free Admission.  Donations greatly appredated.




