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by Dave Hughes

There is no more fundamental historical
document in the possession of the Old Colorado
City Historical Society than the Fosdick Plat. And
there is no more valuable version of it owned, by
the Society than an original 1860 lithographed
copy of that 38 by 28 inch Plat map that came
into our possession In January A couple in
Was hington State came into ownership of itafter
a father died. They offered the map to us via our
Web site last vear. The Society bought it for 1 5o.
The Foedick Plat laid out for the first time - in
1859 - the phwical design of Colorado City — all
its blocks and lots, streets and alleys, and the
earliest map of how to get to Colorado City and
gold country fiom Kansas. Tt was artistically
done, and superbly lithographed in Boston

Every Society member is familiar with the
gtory about the funding of Colorado City
August 12th, 1859, 157 vears ago. About how
Anthony Bott, having failed to start a town in
1858 called Fl Dormdo at the foot of Ute Pass,
went to Denver to interest risk takers there to
invest in a new city. The potential investors who
were then in the Denver formed the Colorado
City Town Company. They then sent two of their
members, Melanchthon Beach and a Rufus
Cable to ride down from Denwver City and
quickly stake a large claim on behalf of all of

them. They drove the first stake fora 1280 acre
claim two miles long and one mile wide astride
Fontaine Que Bouille - Fountain Creek There
being noshelter here = they rode back to Denver
again, stopping just long enough to give a name
which stuck to those red rocks west of Camp
Creek = "Garden of the Gods.”

But what, exactly did they mark out? Tt was an
am bitious dream called Colorado City) Right in
the cemter of what would soon become
‘Colorado Territory, at the base of famous Pikes
Pzak and at the mouth of the Ute Pass pateway
to pold country. Tt was a pgrand vision fbr an
important city to supply miners and
prospectors. It also was as much as anything a
real esgtate venture. The investors intended to be
the town founders and profit from the venture.

A5 in all real estate developments, then and
now, a professional has to draw up a legal
description by latitude, longitude and
meas wements to the foot, across of the plot of
land. The land inside the boundaries of the
claim would have o be precisely marked out in
numbered blocks and lots which could be
surveyad, sold and legal title to them passed to
the buyers. Public streets, alleyve and other public
gpaces would have to be defined. A document
containing all that had to then be repisterad with

Continued on page 3
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WELCOME TO OCCHS!
~ NEW & RENEWING
MEMBERS

Allen County Public Library
Jack Beal

Rhoda Cordry
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Werner Kardron

Billie T. Kilman

Art and Heidi Lacy

Gennie and Mike Mayberry
Bill and Linda McNally
David & Lynne Murray
Sandma & Robert Paichell
John & Lynn Rowsey

Fric Swab

Mr/Mis John E. Timberlake TII
TJay & Andrea Vickerman

Arts & Crafis

on W. Pikes Peak Avenue

Saturday

June 1rth.

This will be
our season’s first
Arts & Crafts Day
on the
History Center’s grounds.
Arts & Crafls Days
will be regular
Saturday events
through September.
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Fosdick continued from page r

various povernment levels to insure that
property rights under Federal laws would be
res pected.

Thus one Henry M Fosdick, Engineer was
retained to suwrvey the plot and then make an
engineering drawing of all the information to be
filed and used by the owners to market their
land. That drawing was what we call the ‘Fosdick
Plat’

Henry M Fosdick, originally from the Boston
area - ‘in the shadow of Bunker Hill' - was a
Harvard Fngineering prad. He left Boston in the
18508 after he lost, by fire, his s uccessful supar
mill business into which he had inwested
%8o,000. Tt had over oo workers,, He was a pant
of many immigrant {from England) Fosdicks in
that area who still live there today. But Henury was
broke. Leaving his wife Lucy and four children
behind - he then pot employvment for a time as a
design engineer on the Grand Trunk Railroad of
Canada. He then came south from Canada
where he was retained to survey an early railroad
route fiom Coolidge, Kansas to Las Animas,
Colorado. He actually arrived on the Arkansas
river, by covered wagon, in southemn Colorado in
1856 — two years before pold was discovered on
Cherry Creek

What Henry then saw an opportunity was not
gold, but a chance to use his enginecring skills to
survey water ditch systems for irrigating dry
farms close to the Askansas River. Enginecrs
were in short supply on the Frontier. He would
be in demand everywhere he went.

He first filed a homestead claim at the
headgate of the Colorado Canal, 5 miles from
where Boone, Colorado was founded by Albert
Boone, a grandson of Daniel Boone. Albert later
married 12 year old Susan Fosdick

Henry did more than surveying, In 1859 he
served on a jury in Pueblo County along with
Colonel Chardie Goodnight {Goodnight-Loving
catile trail fiom Texas) for the trial of a man
accused of murder.

Sometime in the fall of 1859 he was contacted
by Colorado City Town Company founders - to
lay out the townsite from that first claim stake
location Beach and Cable had driven on August
1 2th, 1 850. That northweast founding comer can
= with due diligence = be found in the alleyway
off Fcho lane in todays Pleasant Yalley, Curt
Neeley and 1 tracked down the immediate area
last vear where the stake was driven. There is no
matker therg, although there ought to be.
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The Colormdo City men instructed Henry what
they wanted, paying him, according to Sam
Fosdick, a grands on of Henry - who lives today in
Fowler, Colormado where many other Fosdick
families live - with lum ber, livestock and lots in
the new town. Obviously working fast he had the
Plat done and signed by November 15t 1850. Tt
was legally recorded on December zoth with the
new Fl Paso County. With other information
added to the Plat, including promotional
materal it was beautifully lithopraphed by
Meisel Brothers Printers of Boston. The Fosdick
Plat is the bedrock document for the orginal
Colorado City.

In three articles 1 will, besides giving the
background of Henry Fosdick and his family,
explain the detail in the Plat itself and all iis
accompanying information, and the history we
can glean from it In a subsequent Westword
article T will explain how anyone who has an
original Colorado City address while it existed as
a separate town - from 1 85 until it was dissol ved
by vote in 1917 - can find with reference to
todays Colorado Springs street names and
addresses exactly where their pioneer forbearers
lived or worked. Up to now that required a
knowledgezable society member tostudy old Polk
City Directories in our History Center Library,
then convert the address given to them, into
cumrent named streets and addresses, or Fl Paso
County lepal descriptions. That is complicated
work which 1 did for drop-in visitors the last o
vears and in answer to emailed queries the last
13 vears since we launched a web site.  After
more than 15 remote descendent of Colorado
City pioneers found our web site, many had
addresses in letters that were of the original
Colorado City streets and numbers. Finding
thoee same locations in the area today, now part
of Colorado Springs - is very tricky, as street
names changed three times, addresses changed
two times, and even- odd number addresses
chanped rides of the street once.

I knew it would be possible to relate the old
Colorado City addresses to cwrrent Westside
Colorado Springs addresses since T first laid my
eves on a faded and somewhat illepible reduced-
size copy of the Fosdick Plat which Lomaine
Englent pave to me back in 1975 when T first
started researching the original Colorado City to
rescue it from the wrecker's ball like downtown
Colorado Springs had been Lomaine had to
move to a lower altitude for her health. She did
some of the preliminary research in the 19708
about Colorado City. She gotthe plat from a man
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in Washington DC who worked in the National
Archives, read a story she wrote in the Denver
Post. He was able to make a mather poor copy,
much illegible, with the copying technology of
the dayand sent it to her. 50 the recent discovery
of a fiagile folded-up but larger original 1860
lithograph with itz fine printing all legible, was
really an important recent historical find for the
Society. No other orpanization in Fl Paso County
has a copy. It is very rare.

At Fipure 1 isa view ofthe entire Plat Because
the original printed Fosdick Plat is 38 inches by
28 inches ite numbers and text are insuch small,
fine print, that one cannot read them on any
surface less than that sire. 50 here 1 will post
digitally photopraphed extracts after vou plance
at the entire plat laid out. The fold marks are still
there fiom when it was folded into a 3 by 4 inch
pocketsized wallet for the last 150 vears. The
original is very fiagile.

The eastern end ofthe orginal Plat would be
at today's 1z2th Street, Colorado Springg, and the
Western end would be todays jz2d Steet

Colorado City was laid out symmetrically
much like a grand traditional Furopean city

would be dersigned. Was Engineer Fosdick
influenced by his Harvard education? Or the
dreams of the town funders? Everything is
arrayed outward fiom a Central Square. Fountain
Creek is prominentas is the branch north called
then and now, Camp Creek that nung in front of
the Garden of the Gods through Pleasant Valley
today.

The upper quarter of the Plat contains the
legend, the Town Company officers, a paragraph

L.J. WINCHESTER, President.

T.H . WARREN, Vice President.

LEwis N. ThPPAH Sacr‘atary Treasurer & Recorder
L.J. WINCHESTER )
T.H. WaRREN

L .N. Tappan

W. P Mc.CLure
Jupee WacoNER
M.S. BEACH

R E. WhitsiTr J
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touting Colormdo City, Fosdick's FEngineer
signature, and a map telling easterners how to get
to Colorado City from Kansas. We can enlarpe
and look at each section. Fipure 2z shows the
Town orpanizers.

Figure 3 is Fosdick’s signature as the author of
the lepal plat

YWesT Worn
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Since this Plat was clearly used from the time
it was printed by 1860 as a promotional piece as
well ag a lepal description, Lewis Tappan, one of
the directors provided a map - Fipwe 4 -
showing castemers how to get right to Colorado
City and the pold mines to its west — fiom
Kansas,

And in an incredible promotional parmagraph
= Figure 5 — the virtues and potential of new
Colorado City were spelled out

That promotional ecript, printed no later than

April or May 1860, when the town was less than
7 months old, s incredible because it claimed
over 255 ‘houses completed’ when we know fom
later facts, there never were over 200 houses built
before Colorado Springs arrived 12 vears later,
and when founded only 8o perrons still lived in
Colorado City. The Civil War, the Indian Wars,
loss of the desipnation as the Terrtorial Capital to
Denver, and the fhilure to find gold nearby
reduced Colorado City before it really even got
started!

Colorado g‘;g,r w5 foeettecd al the oese gf Pikes Peak, al the noveth of e Cotorade
Lasy the ondy wagor road for A0 meiles nortle orsocdlie, to the Soutly, Furk, filue
Kiver, Turpy- all, and Arkansas Cold mienes. The famons Boiliny ipruws-

are ondyr 1 werleay distant. O the finst of” Harcle 1967, there were 255 Houses core
pleted and neany mare mmd» Jar. By reference tothe .S Map, it will be observ
e (el Colorade iy ts m e samee parallel of latilitde witle Faltiviore, Wid.
CEneinaedi, 0. Sairit Lowss and Aansdas Coly, Mo, Lawrerece and Fore Riley, Keses,
and Swn Francisco, Cul, s being one of the unporiand Cittes that belt te
COIRETTE T Mﬂfxy e Ag&m{w Wit the ?ﬂ:yia
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But the Fosdick Plat showed evervbody what a
grand scheme was planned.

If vou look at Figure 1, it shows Central Square
and surround ings

Central Square was flanked by Colorado
Avenue on the south side, and what was named
Washington Avenue on the North side. (that is
Kiowa today) Then there is an Fast Avenue and
a West Avenue nunning notth and south Aanking
the Central Square top to bottom. That would be
215t and zzd streets today PBecause Central
Square was laid out to occupy 2 blocks, there is
no thru street through the middle of Central
Square, 50 there I5 an Fast Street, and West Street
radiating out fiom the square © the edges of the
plat.

The property heart of the Plat has 30z Blocks,
2 east west avenuss, and 18 streets, 60 2ot wide,
with alleyvs zo feet wide. There 5 no attempt to
adapt to the temain. The streets do not follow
contouwr zlevations. But Colorado Avenue and
Was hinpton Avenue were obviously desipned to
be the grand avenues running from one end of
the town to the other. They are 100 et not 6o
feet wide. Fast and West Avenue were also 100
feet wide, running north to south,

One reason some avenues were designed to
be at least 100 feet across, was because it took
that much space for a wagon team with four or
more horses to be able to tuwrn around in the
main streets.

The dominant Central Square would have
been betwieen zrst and zzd street today Tt was
obviously never deweloped. Tt is not Bancroft
Park, which is two blocks further west inside
Block 158. There are four lavout types of blocks.
224 of them hawe 3z lots, 16 on a side. The end
rows, east and west, have 4o lots, 20 onaside The
ones in row below Block ¢ and 11 havwe cast or
west facing lots while Blocks under 10, havwe cast
AND west facing lots. 31 lots instead of 32, There
are 46 such blocks.

Fach lot is o feet wide and 125 feet deep -

back to an alley that was 2o feet wide. Lot widihs
and depths on the westside where the original
Colorado City was, are largely still the same.
50 fiom all this vou can calculate that in joz
Blocks there were a total of 0,874 lots the town
dewelopers hoped to sell or develop. Pretty
ambitious for a little pioneer town.

All thir is confising today, even while portions
of the Fosdick Plat remain, because Colorado
City did not build out according to that Grand
Plan.

WesT Worn
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In the next two issues of West Word 1
will tell more about Henry Fosdick's family
whom he brought out here by covered wapon
to live in Colorado City, and how the town
shiunk and eventually dissolved. Also how one
can find, today, locations that orginally were
Colorado City addresses.

8" Annual
Pikes Peak Regional
History Symposium
Fresented by Special Collections, PPLD

B
TIOTORISARE

ON THE FRONT RANGE

- JuaEdll, 201

Easl lJiHrur}r « 5550 N. Union Bhvd.
- Ceolorado Springs, CQ 80918

. Reservations required for
: this free event.

For reservations or information
- eall (719) 531-6333. x2253

_ . Register online at
: '_c_@id:_?;&,"gjk&s-p@:l]{-regiunulvhistm-smpasium

e Doors open al 8:30 a.m.
:'-';Sympusium begins at 9 a.m.

A complimentary light lunch
: will be served,
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President’s Report

by Phil McDonald

To my friends at the Old Colorado City
Historical Society: It s with equal measures
ofreliefand regret that I write this. This will
be my last presidents report I will be
continuing my service to the Soclety by
serving as the pewly elected Board
Secretary. The next president’s report that
you read [n this space will be written by
Sharon Swint, who has been elected as my
successor. Sharon will do a terrific job and 1
know that we will all give her our
enthusiastic support

In my previous reports to the society, 1
have attempted to reinforce a common
theme. That s an expression of
appreciation to all of you, the members. My
Job was relatively simple. I prepared the
agenda and conducted the meetings. The
real work was done by our many
enthusiastic and competent volunteers. In
the last issue, I attempted to recognize each
of your permonally. Hopefully no one was
overlooked. If that was not the case,
sincerely apologize. It has been a privilege
and an honotr to have served yow Thanks
for a good year!

The Old Colorado City Historical
Society is proud to announce the
election of new officers for zo11-2012.

FPresident Sharon Swint
Vice-FPresident, jan delfradenes
Secretary, il McDonald
Treasuret; fohnie jackson

APRIL FINANCIAL REPORT

There are several reasors that again this
year after four months we are indicating a
loss for the year. It is normal for some loss
as owr Income always is less than our
expenses for the simple reason that we
don't have the income to offset the amount
of our experses. This Is normal and our
budget is planned to take this [nto
corsideration. Our Income only really
begins In June ewvery year. Utilities are
always higher #r the fist four or five
months. We plan owr income making
events and donations to exceed our
proposed budget and we have been
successfil every year. Our expenses are a
little out of normal this year in that we have
purchased some equipment to make our
monthly programs better for the speakers
and the audlence. We entered the year with
a larger than normal bank account because
we anticipated making these purchases.
Our great success is directly due to the preat
volunteers in our organization 1 take this
opportunity to thank each and every one of
them. If you are not counted in this
number, please consider joining this preat
group of people. We can always find a place
where your efforts will be appreciated.

OCCHS BANK ACCOUNT  $ 11,116.32
BOOKSTORE ACCOUNT $ 228378
TOTAL FIXED ENDOWMENT $ 96,075.68
FARNED INCOME SAVINGS ~ § 11,515.72

DIGITALIZATION ACCOUNT § 7.35820

TOTAL LIQUID ASSETS $ 128,353.70

Johnie E. Jackson, Treasurer
Old Colormado City Historical Society
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Saturday, June 4
1:00 PM. Display

¢ .
3:00 PM. Program

Tuesday, July 5
0:30 - 8:30 PML

Tuesday, July 1z
00 PM.

Tuesday, July 19
00 PM.

Tuesday, July 20
00 PM.

June / July Calendar

Old Colorado Cily Hislory Cenler
1 8 z24th Street Colorado Springs, {0 Sogc4 - 636-1224 - Attp//wwwocchs.org

Musewnm Hours: Tues, thru Sat 11 — g Free Admission Donations greatly appredated.

Display: In the OCCHS parking lot - A REAL

Vintage Hill Climb Race Car and the Pikes Peak Hill

Climb Historical Association’s Mobile Muscum -
sponsored by Swint Realty, LLO

Frogram: Fikes Peak Auto Hill Climb ~ Then and Now
presented by Don Sanborn

Tizesday Nights in July
Old fashioned Ice Cream & Pie Social
(small charge for food)

Frogram: ‘Making the Gather’ Longhorns, Loving and
Goodnight Trail into Denver - presented by Robert Carrigan

Program: The 1stBattle of Manassas - presented by
Johnie Jackson

Program: The Scouts at the battle of Beecher Island & the
Colorado Boys - presented by Mike Nelson




