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Journey with Mel McFarland

By Suzanne Schorsch

This past May 11 [ was fortunate. T got to take
a trip with Mel McFarland. We did not cover any
mlles, but our trip covered time. Thad known that
Mr McFarland was a Colorado native, Railroad
Historian, and Chief Conductor of the Manitou
and Pikes Peak Railroad. What1 did not know was
that Mells a “Time Travel Tourist Gulde."

We started our trip, on foot, In Early El Paso
County, just at the time that the town of Colorado
Sprinps was being swveyed In 1871. Colorado
City had already been founded in 1859, Thosa
early settlers came by foot horse, wapon and
donkey and were hard working miners,
merchant, ranchers and farmers ralsing crops.

But with the founding of Colorade Springs,
and the arrvival ofthe Denver & Rio Grande a new

crop would arrive - Tourists, The first thing that a

towlst had to deal with was how to travel
First they taveled by tain. Early El Paso
County was to become the home of many
railroads and their stations. The Denver & Rio
Grande was first. General Palmer's D&RG was
built narrow gauge and for a time there were two
gets of tracks for this line while it chanped over
fiormn narrow to standard paupe In 1902 Today a
restaurant, Gluseppe's Depot, resides in what was
once the D&RG Station. There was the Rock Island
Station built in the 1800’5 that was destroyed in
the 1936 flood. Another station was for the Santa
Fz Rallway. This station was on the East side of
Colorado Springs {at the time it was bullth I you
gtood on the hill whare St Francis Hosplial s
today, you could see the new

Santa Fe Station If you looked
west. It stll stands and housas
offices. Thare was the Colorado
Midland that started being
built In 1%86, serving Ue Pass
and polints west Later we
would have a cop raflway that
would bring tourlsts to the top
of Pikes Peak and cable Incline
railways on Mt Maniiou {Rocky
Mountain) and Red Mountain
above Manitouw.

At one time there were zo
different stations in the Pikes
Peak area. Many small towns
during that time wowd be
incorporated into Colorado
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The “Log Cabin” was the first Restaurant/Hotel in Colorado  the
Springs - but it was transportabk and mowed cach time the

Springs later, but at the turn of

centwy, they were
Independent and had their

raflroad was bulil furthe reo the South.

Continued on pace 3
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OCCHS Monthly Meeting & Programis held at 11 am. onthe
seconwd Friday of cach month, except during June, July, and
August. The History Center opens at 1o a.m. on the day of the
meeting for refieshmemts and wvisitation. The program
begins at 11 am. This meeting is free and open to the public
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own stations. The town of
Roswell had a station {(where
Fillmore Street s today)
There were two Plke view
Stations, one served the Santa
Fe carrying coal and was
located where the dop tracks
are on North Nevada, the
other Pike view Station was
for the Rio Grande and was
near Garden of the Gods and
I zg today.

Beside every station you
would see multiple “Tourist
Taxis.," FEach hotel had a
horse drawn fxi ar each
station that cowld carry
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passenpers that were stying

at their hotel. The Pikes Peak Reglon was fumous
for its beautiful victorian Hotels, There were many
people who came to the area between 1890 and
1940 as toutlsts, business men or those who came
for health reasons. In fact In 190§, there were more
passenpers that got on and off trains In the Plkes
Pzak Replion than traveled throuph the Colorado
Sprinps Alrport in 2008, one hundred years hiter.
After the passenpers were at their hotel, they
could use Street Cars or Towring Cars to see the
siphts. At firstthese were both pulled by hotse, but
electricity took over the Street Cars and Toutring
Cars became pas auwtomobiles. Steat cars ran
North to Boswell, East to Palmer Park, West to
Manitou and South toward Cheyenne Mountain.
A touring car could be hired to take travelers o
MManitou, the Copg Rallroad, the Garden ofthe Gods,

SRS .'.‘-. it PRt

Touring Cars were at all Victorian Howls to
take Tourifstto local destinations.

or Seven Falls. For those towlsts that could not
afford a towring car, burros could still be rented In
Manitou to bring you to yowr destination.

With modern transportaton did come
problems: Fhrst there was how to et people fiom
the eastside ofthe rallroad fracks o the westslide.
It could ke up to an how o catch a time when
trains were not comlng throuph, so bridpes had to
bz bulilt so that pedestrians and traffic could cross
over the tracks. Then there was the problemn of
“cleaning” the streets. Colorado Springs had dirt
gtreets until 191 4. There were no traffic rules and
people walked In the streets. To keep the streels
cleaned of animal waste, cleanup crews worked at
nipht. Untl the rg6o’s, fieipht delivery had to be
done at nipht in downtown Colorado Sprinps. The
main four block area of down town had two sets of
sidewalks, one above ground, and another below
for deliveries.

Automoblles brought “Tourist Tent Camping”
along Fountain Creek Many towlst would plich

their tents along 31* Street and Fountin Creek.
This began the business of the small Motels along
that sttetch up Into Manltow Many of the Motels
are still there today. Many small Touring Car
businesses existed alonp thls stretch. Later, bus
gervices became avallable and the Individual
towlng cars disappeared.
As more and more awtomobiles came into the
area, there was less need for street cars and
passenper trains. The last street car ran In rg371.
Passenper traing stopped running in 19771.

How I would have loved to have bean a ourist
In El Paso County at the twn of the Centwry.
Thanks Mel for the wip.

Please join ws at ow monthly meetinps
throughout the coming fall and winter for other
interesting twips through time.
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In 1936 a sandslone monumenl was erecled al 2818 W. Pikes Peak wilh an inserl 1hal
rmarked the sile of the Old For and Slockade used in defense againsl ihe Indians in 1 864 and
| 568 by Colorado Cily residenis.

In 201 2, the Inserl was slolen and 3¢ld Tor scrap rmelal. This was a historical 1055 1o OId
Colorado Cily. 50 in keeping with our mission slalement the OCCHS Board of Direclors has voled
lo raise rhoney 10 replace this piece of our hislory. & besl bid indicales thal we should Iry 10 raise
$.300 hrough donalions.

IT you can help reslore his slone designalion, please call 0CCHC al 636-1 225 and use a
credil card or drop off or rhall OCCHS a check. Any donalon will be apprecialed. We will keep

"— you informed as 1o our progress. For queslions please call Dave Swinl al 630-8384.,
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Jrave, figtio. (ookipg apd Biography
Paper back, Fard Backs apd (Offee Jable Syle
KHS Bookstare wapts tem Al

The OCCHS Bookstore will be collecting donated “gently” used books of

all types in an attempt to hold a Used Book Fundraiser. There will be a drop
off point in the Bookstore as of this week. A tax deductible form will be sent

with each donation. It is our hope to collect enough books over the rest of
the year to have a book sale during the first part of 2013. Funds from this
event will go to cover OCCHS operating expenses.
Please drop off any used books that you no longer need.
We thank you for this in advance.
Any questions, please do not hesitate ro call our bookstore - 636-12235.
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Salurday, Sepfember 22
10:00 AM - 2:00 P.M
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The Annuaf Cemefery Craw! will bie
vou back in fimne - the bfe 1800’5 and
carly IQ00’s as acfors dressed in
period coasfuines porfray a varfely of
Colorado Cify pioneers. You wilf meef:
Sbthony Bott
{aura Belie Melapie!
Jacch & Bertfa Sehmid
Biagehe Burtap
Birdle Stplemap
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Thanks Again to ﬂlE‘ BD}"’ Scouts
from the Board of Directors

Once again the Boy Scouts of Ametica have
come to the aid of the Old Colorado City
Historical Soclety. This tirne Kenneth Conner
and a group of & other scouts took care ofan
area that has needed fixing for a long time.
Many years ago some beautifil drawers,
petfect for storing artificts, were given to the
Historical Soclety. Unfbriumtely, it was only
the drawers and no cabinets to put the odd
slhaped, heavy, sold wood, drawers into. So
they did no good. Until recently - when
Kenneth was working on his Eagle Scout
Froject the problem was solved. He and his
crew designed and built two cabinets that the
drawers fit into and designed the cabinets to
fit into a spot in our Archive Department. The
cabinets had to be strong to hold not only the
wooden oversized drawers, but safe for our
volunteers to use. Kenneth's design worked

wonderful! And withsix Bu}r Scouts putﬂngln
approximately 6 hours (36 bhours of
manpower) the Archive Department has more
room 1t storage.

EKenneth's hope Is to attend Colorado 5State
University and major in engineering. He Is
now a senior at Cheyenne Mountain High
School where he has been active in football.
Over the years Kenneth has been active in the
Boy Scouts. One way scouts can eam money
Is in a“scout bank account” whetre they“bank”
money they make selling popcorn to help
offiet scouting expenses they may have. (Le.
costs ofcamps etc). Kenneth used his banked
money to offset expenses incurred bullding
the cabinets.

This Is the second time that OCCHS has had
local Boy Scouts create an Eagle Scout Project
that benefited the Histotical Society. The
Board of Directors can’t thank thermn enough.
Kenneth, along with the BSA, s a wonderfid
example ofwhat helping and being parnt ofthe
community is all about



Yolume 2%, Nurmber &

West YWorn

Page ¥

President’s Letter
Dear Frie nds:

“Summer time and the living s eas y."---NOT?

Summer at OCCHC I BUSY, BUSY! Fist we
were closed because of heat and the fire. Tom
Danlels and T worried about what o save if the
fire came to Old Colorado City. Then we began
“Tuesday Nights In July" with the three woman
authors. What a blessing o have such talented
people in ow ciicle. There was a nice group o
hear thelr storles.

By the time you read thls we will have also
been entertained by Tom and Donna Hatton,
real life ranch folk who also create music and
poetry. Owr stomachs will also have been filled
with the ple that was part of the” Poetry and Pie”
evenling. Thanks to all that provided pies.

Two more opportunities to get yowr history
fix this summer before we take a break from
programing until Sepember.  BUT, DON'T
FTORGET TOUNDER'S DAY AUGUST 12 FROM g
AM.TO 3 P.M.

Free family fun - HAPPY BIRTHDAY OLD
COLORADO CITY!

Talso would like to take a momentand thank
our business members. Look for the pape that
lists them and remember to thank them when
you are out shopping, These sponsors provide
support and needed income for our sochety.

Here's hoping that yowr swmmer really Is
2ASY.

Sharon Swint, President
OCCHS Boaxd of Directors

oz Merneicerrr

Former O Colorade City Historical Socicky
Board member Cynbbia Fobes  pasocd  awey
recently. We are gratefed for ber conbribukions b
the socichy, and offer owr oympabhy e tooe for
whamt ber pasoing bas been the greabest oo,

e abio offer onr sympathy b0 onr members Pat
Fepedelan and Dee Heffingbon wha have recebly
look their brobands.

TREASURER'S REPORT
June 2012
Suzanne Schorsch

OCCHS’s general operating {contractual
services such as utilities, security, elephone and
newsletier) are around $z0,000 per year. As of
Jung, we are running with a Profit of 1,700 for
the year through owr events and bookstore that
support the general operation of owr bullding.
Ow budpet, estimated based on past history of
accounts receivable, Is approximately 320,000
per year. As you can see, we make exactly what
we need - and hopefully a litde more. As
Treasurer, It is my responsibility to make sure
that we run In the black and end the year with a
profit that we then pass on to ow Savings
Accounts, Tt Is the responsibllity of the Board of
Directors to make sure that our Savinps prow
each year so that if any unexpected expense
OCCULE, We ate covered.

This past month OCCHS had Its first ever
¥ision meeting open to the public,. One thing
wa discussed Is the Vision we have for our
Endowment Fund. Tt Is our short rm poal for
cur Endowment Fund t reach 3r1j50,000.
Interest from thatamount will cover our annual
“utiliies” in case the economy really falls, We
hope that we don’t ever need to use the interest
of the Endowment Fund, and keep It prowing so
that the Interest of the Endowment Fund may
one day cover our entire operating expenses. In
that will be the security of Old Colorado Clity
Historical Soclety.

How does our Endowment Fund grow?
From ow members, many who pave of thelr
time to the Soclety when they lived and then
remember OCCHS through a bequest when
they pass on. We truly thank those members
who have done that, and through them,

Owr history has a secure future.

Checking % 12,30801
Endowment $105,664.35
Savinps Accounts % 16,57364

Bookstora/Credit Card Account § 426787
Total OCCHS Accounts b138.514.77

The Old Colorado City Historical Society’s Board of Directors meets
regularly on the third Monday of the month.

Meetings are at 1:00 EM. at the Old Colorado City Library,
unless otherwise announced.

Interested visitors are always welcome at the Board meetings.
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Sunday, August 12
o000 AW - o0 PML

Friday, September 14
11:00 ANL

Saturday, September 2z
1o:00 AM. - 200 P,

August / September Calendar

Founders Dray in Bancroft Park

Awuthentic Civil War Encampment, Historic walking tours, Special
displays in the 18509 Dr. Garvin Cabin, Strolling Barber Shop
Quartet, Cinnamon Tea Flute Ensemble, Archaeolopical Society
Display, Victorian dance demonstration, Fducational talks

Program: The Growth ofa Garden Howdid cur fabulous Garden
of the Gods Park become city property? Did vou know that
houses were almost built in the Park as a subdivision: How did
people purchase or acquire the land? How did they use the land?
If vou want to leam more about the growth of owr Garden, please
join Park interpreter Brook Cruz ag ghe leads us on an exploration
of Garden of the Gods history.

OCCHS members FREFE. Non-members small fee.

; . Will take vou back in time - the late
1800's a.nd early 1 900's as actors dressed In perdod costumes
portray a variety of Colorado City pioneers. Tickets $8 in ad vance
or $10 at the pate Children 12 and under - free

Old Colorado City History Cenfer
7§ zyth Steet Colorado Springs, (0 Sogoyg

Musewum Hours: Tues, thru Sat. 11 = 4 Free Admilssion  Donations greath appredated,

~ (71g) 636-1225 ~ httpr//vww.occhs.org




