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Ired Barr

1882 - 1940
By Eric Swab
(First of 2 parts)

T have always considered Fred Pamr the
benevolent benefactor of Pikes Peak hikers. He
is credited with single handedly building the
famous trail from Manitou Springs to the
summit of Pikes Peak that bares his name. Tiis
clear that he loved the mountaings; however, his
motivation for building trailk was a
combination of that admiration and his
entrepreneural spirit.

Fred was bom in Arkansas in June of 1882 to
William M. and Mary Wade Barr, the eldest of 6
children. All ofhis siblings were girls.! He came
to Colorado with his family in 1893 when he
was 17T vears old By 1900 we find Fred living
with his family in Colorado City (now the
Westside of Colorado Springs)?

Fred’s matemal grandfather Joel H. Wade
had settled at the foot of Chevenne Mountain
on the Cripple Creek stage road in 1885, The
Crpple Creek stage stopped at Wade's place
during the mining camp's boom daysd Tt is
said that yvoung Fred liked to hitch rides on
those stape coaches headed into the
mountaing.® These experences must have
been quite a thill for a Kansas boy, and
undoubtedly contributed to Fred’s appreciation
of Pikes Peak

The Burro Livery Business

By 1900 the City Directory for Colorado City
lists William Barr & Son, proprietors of burros &
tourist carriages on the north side of Manitou

Rd, West End. That same vear, Fred Barr, at
apge 18, s listed ar a driver at the Garden of
Gods station, residing on the north side of
Colorade Ave. The “Garden of the Gods
Station” was a streetcar stop on the Colorado
Springe and Interuwrban ZRailway, where
touriste disembarked to visit the Garden ofthe
Gods.

By 190 4 the Directory places their business
at 1203 Colorado Avenue in Colorado Cibt.
After Colorado City became part of Colorado
Springs in 191 7 the address became 320 4 West
Colorado Avenue, which puts them at the
corner of Colorado and jznd Street in the
current parking lot for the Safway super
market. The family continued to live there
until rgz5, 3 wears after William's death in
Tgz227,

The livery business must have enjoved
some measwre of success. Dorothy, a travel
writer for the “Young Woman's Joumal”,
thought highly of Barr's business. She wrote,
“Half way between Colorado Springs and
Manitou is Barr's carriape station. .. There is an
opposition stand on the otherside, 5o be sure
to get the ripht one. Mr. Bamnr's was the first at
Garden of the Gods station. He began with one
team which he drove himself Now he has a
plentitude of fine teams and excellent drivers,
and a goodly number of dear, willing, pathetic
little burros. Hack drivers do take advantape

Caontinued on pace 3
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of tourists in spite of the fixed rates. This Mr.
Barr never does. He has worked hard to
become a fixture and he wishes to keep his
business straipht and right And just as we
went regularly to Barr's, we called repularly for
Mr. Tavlor to drive us. For Tam quite sure that
these two men made our drives so much more
interesting than any one else would have
done®

The prices charged by the Bars for some of
the points ofinterest that Dorothy encouraged
her readers to visit were the Garden of the
Gods, 5o cents, Glen Evrie, 25 cents more, the
High Drive, a 6 hour drive costing %1.25 and
Williams Canvon $1.00. In her view the %100
fee for the Cave of the Winds was, “too high
Fifty cents would be amplea.”

Not eweryvone thought Barrs burros were
"pathetic”. On September 15, 1908 the “Burnro
station .. shipped a vear-old burro to Mrs. B 5,
Morris of Ashyille, NC. The burre’s name was
Miss Pike. Mrs. Morris was a tourist in this
region duwring the summer and became
infatuated with the “Rocky Min. canaries”, so
she wanted one sent to her after her retum.™

The bursiness was not without its problems,
however. In December of 1902 a man named
James Kinney, “while under the influence of'a
powerful quantity of powerful whisky”, took
possession of the “Bamr burro stand”. The
takeover was temporary and Kinney was
sentenced to 5 days in jail'®.

The press carried a number of accounts of
disagreements between emplovees of Barrs
livery and the bumo stand across Colorado
Avenue ownad by Quinby. In February of
1903 William and Fred Barr were found guilty
of assaulting Nelson Kvale!!. Tater that vear,
under the headline “Drivers of Tourist
Carriapes in Cowt”, we read that George
Smith, one of William Bar's drivers, was fined
%10 and costs, on a charpe of assaulting Henry
Cradit=.

Again in Aupust of 1910 the Gazette gives
this account of an altercation between the
personnel of these two burro stands. No
sooner had a group of women tourists,
accompanied by Mr. F. Gotham, a fbrmer
employee of Quinby's burro stand, stepped off
the trolley, stopped opposite the two stands,
when Mr. F. M Torrence, fiom Barrs stand
“made his appearance on the scens,

WesT Wornn

Page 3

brandishing a short club, which seems to be
the approved badge of office for the solicitors
of patronage at the standes, and finding himeseli
unable o secure the ‘fares’ began a torrent of
abuse which fiightened the women and
caused Gotham to swear out a warrant for his
amrest” According to the article this was “..not
the first time.. that there have been
altercations between representati ves of the two
stands over prospecti ve customers.”

In Aupgust of 19171 there was a repeat of the
same scene with solicitors fiom both Barr's
and Quinbys stands rushing a group of
tourists alighting from the trolley. Fach group
was haranpuing the tourists to use the services
of their livery. When the tourists made up
their minds Mr. Lawrence Bulhanan of Barr's
gtation started W “rough house” with Mr.
ILawrence Fvans of the Quinby barns.
MrBulhanan was fined $ro.00 while charges
against Mr. Evans were dismissed.

Not all judgments went against the Barrs.
On September 13, 1013 Wiliam PBarr was
found not guilty of a “disturbance” by Justice
W, H. Gowdy.'3

Farlier that month, while driving 3 women
tourists, William Bam's camriage was struck by a
gtreetcar. The carriage was overtwrned and
everyone thrown out One of the women
suffered severe scalp wounds and William's
right arm was 50 badly broken that it had to be
amputated at the shoulder'! 5ix wears later,
Barrsued the Colorado Springs and Interurban
Railway for damapes of $z25.000 and won.'*

Competition was not the only problem the
Barr's had to face 1In 1913 Colommdo City
condemned a portion of Ban's property for the
extension of 12th Street (now j2nd). William
Barr war awarded %6oo0.00 by a jury in the
district court.'®

The timing of Fred Banr's transition from the
burro livery business in Colorado City to burro
wrangler and trail builder on Pikes Peak is
unclear. The Bamr & Son bumro stand is last
listed In the City Directory of 1916, Tt is
reasonable to assume that by this time the
automobile was bepinning to make inroads
into the burreo and carriape business. However,
Fred already had a bumro livery at the top ofthe
Manitou Incline.

When the Manitou Incline Railway opened
in 1908, their newspaper advertisements
included the words “Pikes Peak Trip via Incline
and Burro Lines, a Ten Hour Trip Only $3.00
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round trip.™7? These advertisements didn't
mention the burro operator's name. However,
a 1948 Gazette article reads, “When
construction of the Mount Manitou incline
railroad was bepun, Barr secured the burro
concession on the top of Mount Manitow™'?
We know that Mr. Barr negotiated with the
director of the Fremont Forest Fxperiment
Station, in 19171 for pasturing his burros at the
Station.'”. Alkoa 1915 map ofthe “Mt Manitou
Park & Incline Co. Ry. Summer Resort” shows
“Barr's Corral” as part of the facilities at the top
of the incline. The U 5. Census for 1 920 lists
Fred Bam's occupation as “Bwro Barns” at a
“Summer Resort”. The 192z City Directory lists
Fred as the proprietor of the Mt Manitou &
Pikes Peak Bumo Livery located at the top of
the Incline.®™

The 1921 Directory lists Fred W. Barr’s
occupation as chauffeur. One wonders if he
tried out the automeoebile tourist business.

The business of trans porting touwrists ffom
the top of the Incline to Barr Camp and then
on to the summit of Pikes Peak did not end
when Fred died in 1940, Mr Kirk Kimbedin
became the owner of the Burro Livery and Barr
Camp after Fred's death®  The business
continued to be operated by George E. “Dike”
Williams from about 1954 until around 1960,
after which buwros no longer carried tourisis
up Barr Trail*

Miner?

Was Fred Barr ever a miner? Several sources
claim that he worked as a miner in the winter,
in order to make money to build his wails?3,
There I no indication where he worked, nor at
what point in his life he was a miner. On the
other hand another newspaper article fiom
1956, reads, “He operated the burro concession
at the Upper Station in the summer, and spent
the rest of the year working on ‘his trail™ and
nothing is said about his being a miner.®

Barr Trail

Sometime before 1018, Fred bepan
searching for a route up the east face of Pikes
Peak to its summit. “On Christmas eve, 1018,
Fred Parr set out the last pile of rocks,
designating the end of the trail survey lto the
summitl. Tt marked the completion of a task
which everyone has said was impossible and
impractical Completing the survey on
Christmas Fve, Fred Bam broke into the
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swnmit house, spent the night there, and
reurned the next day to announce his
achievement. .. The survey was only a
beginning, the real work of building the trail
was yet to be undenaken, yet it markad the
realization of one of the ambitions of Barr's life,
and demonsirated unquestionably the
feasibility of constructing a trail over the most
scenic part of the peak.™:

Many souwrces accept 1918 as  the
completion date of the trail However, it was
only the “survey” that was completed and
construction of a trail was to fbllow. From a
news paper article of Tune 1, 1921 we learn, “His
Pikes Peak trail was completed, except for a
short gap high above timberline, when snow
set in last fAll. Tt will be completed and ready
for use this summer”® Fred's obituary states,
“He became widely known in the repion and
throughout the country as the builder of the
Barr Trail to the summi it of Pikes Peak. ... Tt was
completed in 19217

It should also be noted that the 1921 trail
began at the top of Mount Manitou, (then the
popular name for the top of the Manitou
Incline) not fiom Manitou Springs. He
probably adopted atleast some portions of the
Fremont Trail. The Forest Service paid Fred
%200 W supervise the 10-man crew to build
that portion of what we now call Banr Trail
between Manitou 5prings and No Name
Creek® Tt was built in 1917 at a total cost of
$2,00029

Since Barr didn't complete his trail to the
suwmmit until 1 921, what route did the “Burro
Lines” use to carry towrists to the top of Pikes
Peak in 19087 The Fremont Tril had been
constructed in 1871 by the engineers of the
Denver and Rio Grande Railway. Tt was named
after General Fremont who spent several
weeks at the springs in Manitou in 1843. Tt
bepan near the lower station of the Mount
Manitou Incline and went up the east
shoulder of Rocky Mountain to what would
become the upper terminus of the Incline and
then to the top of Pikes Peak’ In his
description of the Fremont Tmil, Robert
Ormnes, wrote, “Above timberline people took
their own route to the top™ Manley Ormes
goes on to say that from the Fremont Trail
there “now are branches leading to French
Creek and to the Bottomless Pitand to the Half
“Way House, on the Cog Road, over the ‘pipe
line™. The word “now” indicates they were not
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part of the Denver and Rio Grande trail He is
gilent about who built those side trails.

The 71921 edition of Manley Omnes
"Mountain Trails of the Pikes Peak Repgion”
shows PBart’s Trail beginning in the town of
Manitou and following a switch back route
south of the incline, to Rock Creek (now No
Mame Creek) From there it follows the
pipeline to Cabin Creek which it ollows to the
location of Bawr Camp.

Did Fred build the trail single handadly? We
have clues that suppest that he had help. We
have already learnad that he supervised the
crew that built the tmil from the town of
Manitou to No Name Creek  Under the
headline, “Barr Completing Pikes Peak Trail to
Bottomless Pit” we read, “Workmen are now
enpaped in constructing a trail between the
new Barr Trail to the summit of Pikes Peak and
Bottomless pit. ... M. Barr is himeelf now in the
southern part of the state, securing additional
burros for use on |his| trails."*® In Fred's
obituary we read that Barr trail was “being
constructed under his direction.”™* In another
account, “He has secured permits from the
government and most of the work he hars done
with his own hands.™ T you view Ban's efforts
as a commercial endeavor to provide places for
towrists to visit on his burros, it seems likely
that he would hire help to construct the trails.
Whether or not he built the trails with his own
hands, hikerr today owe a great deal to his
vision and dedication.
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members and community.

this past yeatr.
What s the ptice of all this success?
membership dues go"

Bookstore profits

Donations to Museun Docents
Crafters during the summer
Cemetery
Terrtory Days Fund Ralsing Event
Holiday Tour Event

maintain archival materials, and advertising,

The Price of Success

Suzanne Schorsch, Treasurer

Old Colorado City Historical Soclety Is very blessed as an orpanization. We own our
beautifully restored 13905 bullding that holds our bookstore and museuwm; and our
museum is filled with artifacts, maps, photography and documents that keep the history of
Old Colorado Clty alive. Our facilities are large enough to hold meetings and events for our

This past year we have seen many lectures and events at our facility. We have talked to
Lincoln, and met with Madame Laura Bell. We have had the Pikes Peak Hill Climb traveling
museum in our parking lot. We have had historic lectures and celebrated acquiring the
Fosdick Map. We celebrated Founders Day with a band and historic events. We have had
over 20 Colorado authors into talk about publishing. These are Justa fewofthe events held

Many times members ask “Where does our

To operate and maintain our building, along with sending out our newsletter costs
approximately 31,500 per month. This pays for contractual obligations of the Soclety:
Utilities, Phone, Photocopy Machine, Security System, Accounting Costs and Insurance. In
the past year we paid for these expenses as follows:

Membership dues collected in 2011

Crawl Fund Ralsing Event

Other things that are paid #r are office supplies, repairs to the building supplies to

As shown above, membership dues and hours of hard work by our volunteers make our
Historical Society possible. ‘This past year the historical soclety's expenses were slightly
larger than our income. This is a reflection of the raise in utilities and the downtum In the
economy.  We are lucky that we malntain an Endowment Fund. We also have a savings
account that has built up over the years which we keep for any maljor repaitrs to our facility.
Interest earned can be used by the Soclety to offset expenses.

It is the goal of the Soclety to run in the black each year and to add to the savings of the
Soclety for future needs. Ifany member or donor to our Society has questions regarding our
finances, please feel free to call me and set up an appolintment, Suzanne Schorsch, Treasurer
636-1225. After all, this Soclety belongs to the members and this Is the price ofsuccess.

$5,000
$5,000
$1,000
$3500
%1000
$1,000
$1,500
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President’s Letter

Dear Members:

HAPPY NEW YEAR! The OCCHS Board
of Directors is back to work and the
volunteers are busy. It was a good holiday
season for our efforts to preserve the history
of the Wesiside. The appeal letter and
member update card rmiling provided us
approximately %2000 in domations, life
memberships and late membership
renewals. The bookstore transferred %5000
to the general fund. Our endowrment fund
s now over $ 100,000-a goal the board has
been trying to reach for some time. I believe
that where we put our money is where our
hearts are and we certainly have a lot of
people who have a heart for Old Colorado
City. Thank you!

'The “Hollday Tour of B&B Ints and
Historic Places™ was a success. St George's
Anglican Church has already agreed to
patticipate next jear when mote of thelr
renovation has been completed. The B and
B owners were generous as usual with lovely
decorations and lots of Hod.

This month we had another overflow
crowd for the “Women Who Fought In the
Civil Wat" program including a home
school group ofchildren and parents. Many
more really interesting proprams are
coming up, 5o tryto come eatlyas we will be
limiting the size of our crowds for fire safety.
Members are always free at these monthly
programs and non-members are $2. Jacob
Schmidt’s saloon will be open March 3 for
Happy Hour and 1 have heard that Carrie
Mation has us on her list of places to protest
against Many thanks to Colorado Mountain

Brevwery for their sponsorship and for
providing food, beer and homemade root
beer samples. We look Brward to the
opening of their 2nd location at the
roundhouse on 215t and Cimarron in late
spring. Since this is a big fund raiser for
OCCHS, we will be charging $10 per person
for an evening of food, microbrew sampling,
fun and histotical education PLEASE JOIN
us!

'The nominating committee will be
searching for people willing to run for the
2012-2013 Board of Directors. Please give
this way of serving OCCHS some
consideration. Many thanks again, to all the
people who are making this a happy new
year ¥or the Old Colorado City Historical
Society.

Sharon Swint, President
OCCHS Board of Directors

Treasurer’s Report
December, 2011
Year End

Checking Account % 9,773.85
Endowment Accounts $103,345.85
Savings/Designated

Funds Accounts % 16,32058
Bookstore/Credit Card

Events Account $ 4,183.08
Total All Accounts $133,634.36

The Old Colorado City Historical Society’s Board of Directors
meets regulady on the third Thursday of the month.

Meetings are at 1:00 P.M. at the History Center, unless otherwise announced.

Interested visitors are always welcome at the Board meetings.
The next Board meeting will be Thursday, February 16
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February / March Calendar

Friday, February 1o presentzd by Shetry Johns and
11200 AM. ﬂlends - Sherr}r Johns Is an author, historlan, researcher, curator,
feminist and presenter. She has served on the board of numerous
historical orpanirations, and was the Boyal Gorpe Area ERealtors
"Cltizen of the Yeas® in z010. Sherry Is the author of thiee books and a
member of “Women Writing the West". She s cwrrentdy working on
several books, loves to hlke and photodocument old ruins. - A troupe
of players tell the history of women incarcerated in the Canon Cliy
Territorial Prison in the 1g9o0’s.
OCCHS Members FREE. Non-members $z2.00.

Saturday, March 3 Happy Hour at Jake's Salaon Beer tasting, wine, home made root
400 - 600 PM. beer, munchies. Silent aucton and a historical vignetie about the life

of Colorado Cliy saloon owner Jacob Schmidt Sponsored by the
Colorado Mountalin Brewery.
310 Admission ~ Come eatly. Space Is limited to the first go people.

Friday, March g Program: Hiatorlc Forts of the 118, Southwest A conemporary
1100 ANL ravelopue with historical story-telling. An Hlustrated propram
examining five historic forts and the people associated with them.

Program by Phil McDonald.

QOCCHS Members FREE. Non-members 5200,

Old Colorado Cily Hislory Cenler
1 8 z24th Street Colorado Springs, CO 8agoy ~ (719) 636- 1225 - Attp//www.occhs.org

Museum Hours: Tues. thru Sat 11 = 2 Free Admission.  Donations greatly appredated.




