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Ired Barr

1882 - 19
By Eric Swab
(Second of 2 parts)

AdAmAn Club

On December 22, 1922 Fred and Ed Morath,
convinced 3 of their hiking fiiends, Fred Barr,
Willis Mapgee and Harry Standley, that they
needed to do something exciting to celebrate
the New Year. They settled on hiking to the
summit of Pikes Peak 0On December 31, 1922
they set out for the summit hiking the Copg
Railway riphtof-way and carrving a dozen
rockets, "one-pounders”, and several dozen
flares. When they arrved they broke into the
summit house, (not a new experience for Fred)
built a fire in the stove and thawed out At g:o0
P they set off a couple rockets to let the folks
at home know they had made it Then at
midnight they set off the rest of their ireworks.
On their return the “fiozen five” decided to
make this an annual tradition. They also
decided to add one person to the group each
vear asswring that the tradition would last, and
hence the group became known as the
AdAmAn Club, This began a tradition that
residents of the Pikes Peak region look forward
to each New Years.3*

In subsequent years they usually hiked Bary
Trail starting on December joth, spending the
night at Barr Camp, and finishing the climb on
December 315t Fred was always the “first man
up in the very early morning of each December
315t He broke the ice in his creek, had coffee
always hot and ready in his two gallon coffee

40

potso we used to call it. He never dumped the
coffee grounds out of the hupe pot, merely
adding more coffee and more water and then
setting the pot to boil on his sweet smelling
pinewood burning cook stove ..".

Barr Had Grand Plans

Under the July 13, 1921 headline, “Fred
Barr Asks Right to Bulld Road Up To Peak”,
we learn that he ... is asking for a right of way
up Pikes Peak and down into the Bottomless
Pit from the United States government” In
this effort he lhad the endorsement of
Colorado CGovernor O. H. Shoup, and Spencer
Penrose and other prominent citizers of the
City. This request to build a road is In
addition to the, “... recently completed trall to
the summit of Pikes Peak across the east
slope of the mountain ..”#®

Amin in 1921, the Gazette carries this
story, “Fred Barr, who last yvear completed a
burro trail to the summit of Pikes Peak, Is
now making surveys preliminary to the
erection of a log hotel near the Mt. Manitou
forestry station (the Fremont Forest
Experiment Station). The hotel will be similar
to those now being used In the Glacier
Matioml park and will afford
accommodation for at least 50 puests. Thete

Continued on page 4
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WELCOME TO OCCHS!
~ NEW & RENEWING
MEMBERS

Allen County Public Library
Richard and Margaret Bukows ki
Fred P. Clark
TJan Collins
TJanice de Chadenedes
slen F Driscoll
Dorothy Farthing
Leland Feitz
John and Chrysandra Fontenos
Daniel Gauron
Will and Deloris Green
Elizabeth Grout
June and Kenneth Hallenbeck
David Hardy
Ron and Susan Heard
Robert and Chiistine Heinich
Irma Cwrent Hilferw
Tames Jones
Sharon Konen
William and Gretchen Lloyd
Gene and Mary Martin
Phil McDonald
Edward Mel McFarland
Randy and Mary McFee
Elinor Messerschmidt
Alma Moser
Genry and Cathy Murphy
Frank A and Nyla Ctoupalik
Charlie Paterson Cons truction
John and Sandra Pentvcofe
Flaine McFaand Radney
Anita Schimmel
Thomars and Lyn Strand
Patty Strauch
Norma Stull
Helene Toth
Westside Pioneer
Holly Wiepking
Eloise Wynne
Jan Zellmer
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Just what does go on in the Center’s
Collections Department? A quick look at
the workings of the Collections Department

— By Barbara Barbaro

I get that question quite often Well, to start with, all of the Historical Soclety's artifacts
(three-dimersional objects), archives (paper items) and photographs are stored downstairs,
adding up to several thousand items. It's up to the team to manage all those itemns, including
storing them, handling therm, and maintaining them according to standard museum practices.
Recently the Soclety purchased a museum-related software program called PastPerfect and
we've bepun the task of scanning and inputting our collections into the database. It's a long
process, but once completed, all of the collections will be managed under this one exceptiomal
database.

Our team s comptised of me, the Collectiors Depattment coordinatot, and four of the
greatest and most dedicated volunteers you'd ever want to meet. Fach has his/her particular area
of interest to work within down there, but everyone plitches In to help with whatever needs to
be handled at any given time. We have: Jerry Travers (photographs), Dave Murray { maps expent
and photographer), Sharon Konen (research and photographs), and Tom Danlels (research and
displays). My PHcus is coordinating all of those efforts and accessioning and archiving new
domations. Othet projects that help round out our time include planning out, then setting up all
ofthe museumn displays, assisting visitors and on-line persons with questions about local history,
and cleaning and maintaining some semblance of order downstaits, Just to name a £w!

We love the work It's challenging, yvet rewarding knowing that we're doing our part to help
save and preserve Old Colorado Cltys exciting history for people to enjoy and appreciate for

many years to come.

L to B Tom Daniels, Sharon Konér Jemry Travers, Barbara Bartzaro, Dave Murtay
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Bair continued from page 1

will be an up-to-date dining room furnished
with mstic tables and chair. In one end of
the rooms will be an mmerse fireplace
around which the guests will gather in the
evening to tell stories and listen to lectures on
the interesting features of the Pikes Peak
region.” s’

Barr Camp

Grand plans indeed! MNeither of these came
to pass, however, a rather unique hostel was
corstructed, higher up on the mountain at
about 10,000 feet above sea level. “Unlike Any
Other Camp in Mountains Is Fred Bart's on
Slopes of Pikes Peak” reads the August 6, 1922
headline. His fitst camp conslsted of tents
that would accommodate from 15 to 50
guests. ‘The standard outing would consist of
outditting tourists at the top of the Manitou
Incline with burros and supplies. At 5:00 PM
he would guide them on the 2 hour trip up to
the camp. A plcnic supper would be served
with stories around the campfire, then to bed.
At 1200 AM the next morning “..the stentorian
tones of the host sound, ‘All up’ and a half
hour later the party Is again gathered about
the campfire, imblibing a last drink of coffee
before the ascent is resumed. ... The joumey is
50 timed that the butros reach the peak
swmmit Just as the sun tises above the
hotizon, lighting the east in brilliarnt colots
that gradually spread westward owver the
sky."# These sunrise trips were continued by
Fred's successors. »

By 1924 Barr had built a cabin on the site,
which still exists today and is still operated as
a hostel $r hikers wishing to rest befre
summitting or exploring other destimations
on Fikes Peak In 1936 Barr built two more 1.4
X 24 cabims at the camp, to accommodate
visitors. ‘That same year he announced the
camp would be open in the winter.+* One of
the 1936 cabins bumed down At some time
there was also a burro barn at the camp which
no longer exists.

In 1930 he had plans to build a 12 foot by
14 foot cabin at about 12,000 #®et. It is
possible the shelter known as the “A-frarme”
which was built by the Forest Service In 196 4%
was built on the site ofthis eadier cabin

Other Trails

Fred Barr's mountain trail building
probably started around 1008 The owners of
the Manitou Incline wanted to dewvelop the
area between the top of the Incline and the
summit of Rocky Mountain.  They called this
area Mt Manitou Park. Itcontains several large
boulder outcroppings which would offer
Incline customers beautifil views of the plains
and the surrounding mountains. To reach
these polnts of interest Barr built tralls to
Mount Crest Craps, Eagle Clif** and Lookout
Rock Burro tides to these observation points
were offered by the Manitou & Pikes Peak
Burro Livery to passengers of the Manitou
Incline. The Mount Crest Crags Trall still gets
some use although [t gets confised with
several other social trails near the summit of
Rocky Mountain. The trail to Eagle Cliff (now
called Fagles Nest) still exists but gets very
little use.

In 19271 Batr built a trail to the Bottomless
Pit frorm his trail to the summit It “.. will make
possible a comparatively easy descent into this
great pocket of a canjyon which has always
been one ofthe most fascinating features of .."
Pikes Peak+? It was not the first trail to the
Bottornless Pit, there having been a side trall
from the old Fremont Trail

In 1930 Barr surveyed a route to the summit
of Camerons Cone. “The trip will be one from
the top of Mount Manitou and the distance
will be three and a half miles. He is building
the trail for his own use, in order to afford
more variety In burro back sightseeing. ..
There has never been what might be called a
trall to the top, Cristal Park being the nearest
approach to it .. he says he will constuct a
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shelter halfwray up and possibly put a bullding
on the summit Mr. Barr already has 16 miles
of trall which he has built and which he
himself maintains; Pikes Peak, Bottormless Pit,
Halfway house, etc. .. "4+

In a 1037 story, “A traill down [nto ‘the
crater, the deep gash on the southeast face of
Fikes Peak, has |ust been completed by Fred
Barr.. It extends fromthe shelter cabin he has
at timberline clear down into the crater and is
about a mile long. It has taken him two years
to build..” Again we read, “Mr. Barr has built
the trail for his own use, for burro parties, from
the top of Mouwnt Manitou and Barr's camp,
higher up on the peak. It makes 26 miles of
trail that he has bulilt ... Mr Barr now s at work
on a trall into a hole known as the Second
Bottomless pit, where the old Oil creek tunnel
Is. .. The Barr trail systern from the summit of
Mount Manitou Is the last of the trails over
which burros are still used. They were in
extensive use here in early days"5

Physically Fred Barr was of medium height,
slender build, with grey eves and light brown
halr.#* He was 46 when he married Anna Edna
Williams of Colorado Springs in 1028 She was
about 6 years younger than he. In 1930 they
lived at 1404 South Tejon Street; by 1035 they
had mowved to 6 McKinley Place. Duting the
late 19308 and early 10405 Fred and Anna
lived in a one room cabin at the top of the
Manitou Incline during the swnmer. The
cabin was divided Into living and sleeping
spaces by a curtain  ‘The cabin had mnning
water but no waste water drains. ‘The only
time that Denzil Gaskins remembers Anna
coming out of that cabin was when she
needed to throw out the dirty dish water.#?

Anna sometimes accompanied Fred on the
trail. “She was the first after Batr to enter the
crater south of the summit on mule-back
Fach year while Barr was alive she made the
trip to the camp .. to cook for him and his
workers while they were giving the trail Its
spring cleaning”+* She was with her husband,
Fred Morath and Willis Magee, on Barr trail
when their burro carrying o pounds of
dymamite slipped and fell off the trail rolling
over twice. 'The dynamite did not explode and
Fred Batr helped the animal back to his feet
They were headed to a place where a rock
slide had blocked the trail
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In 1940 the champion of Fikes Peak trails
and burro travel lefi the mountain. “Fred Barr,
the Pikes peak repion’s ouistanding trall-
blazer, died from a heart attack at 11:13 2. m.
Tuesday, Apiil 2, 1040, inWillard, N. M., where
he and Mrs. Batr were visiting Mr. Barr's sister.
.. He and Mrs. Barr were living at 6 McKinley
Flace. 'They also spent much time at ‘Barr's
cabin, which s situated elpht miles abowe
Manitou Springs on the famous Barr trail ..
Mr. Barr was 58 years old .."* Anna died 25
years later. She and Fred are buried In
Evergreen Cemetery, Colorado Springs.

Fred’'s trall to the summit was assured
longevity when, in 1948, the Forest Service
undertook its reconstruction “The Bam trail to
the summit of Pikes Peak from Manitou
Springs Is to be reconstructed and widened
with machines developed in Wond War II. .. It
will almost exactly ®Hllow the course of the
present trail”

On their December 1940 climb to the
swnmit, the AdAmAn Club, began a
monument in memory of Fred Barr. “At a
polnt on the trail halfway between timber line
and the summit of the peak each member ol
the club and each guest in the group will place
a mtive granite rock lon the pilel. .. Words
were spoken in commemoration of Bart, who
built the trail with his own hands unassisted”
A sign that read “In memory of Fred W Barr,
builder of the Barr trail to the summit of Pikes
Peak It was thru his untiring effort and
boundless wvision that this trail was
corstructed. Erected by the AdAmaAn club of
Colorado Springs of which he was a charter
member. January 1, 1950,

35 There are at least 4 accounts of the first New
Years ascent of Pikes Peak by 3 members of the
original ‘“Frozen TFive”, Fred Morath, Harry
Standley and Willis Magee. None of them quite
apgree on all the details, but the baric story
presented here has been distilled from the four
accounts. Apparently Fred and FEd Morath
climbed to the summit New Years Eve of 1921,
This is the year they set fire to the railroad ties,
according to Fred Morath

36 Colorado Springs Gazette, July 13, 1021

37 Colorado Springs Gazette, Septermnber 19,
1921
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38 Colorado Springs Cazette, September b,
1922, p. 7

30 Mr Hess Dyas gives a first hand account of
a burro trip with his dad, from the top of the
Incline to the summit of Pikes Peak with an
overnight stop over at Barr Camp In 1946, iInan
emall to Teresa and Neal Taylor, July 31, 2005,

40 “Barr Building Chalets on Peak Slopes;
Opens Up New Trlls In Virgin Tetritory”,
September 20, 19306.

41 Colorado Springs Cazette Telegraph, June
20, 1937, p. 1. Also an emall sent by Walter
Schmucker to Dave Fhilipps, Augrust 13, 20710
42 Colorado Springs Cazette, anuary 19, 1030,
P-13

43 Colotado Sptings Gazette, June 1, 1921.

44 Colorado Springs CGazette, October 10, 1030,
p. 15ec. 2

45 Colotado Springs Cazette Telegraph, June
20, 1934, p. 1

46 Fred Barr's World War I draft registration
card.

47 20171, interview with Denzil Gaskins, son of
the assistant engineer of the Manitou Incline.

48 “Mrs. Fred Barr Hopes to Add Rock to
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Memotial Cairn”, Colorado Sptings Cazette
Telegraph, December 31, 1040.

40 Colorado Springs Gazette, June 2.4, 1030, p.7
colb

50 Colotado Springs Gazette, Aptil 3, 1040, p. 1

51 Colorado Sptings Gazette, Novernber 21,
1048,

52 Colorado Springs Cazette Telegraph
December 20, 1049.

Author’s Note:

This paper relies heavily on newspaper
articles, which are not always reliable.
Where conflicts exist between stotles 1 have
favored the one whose date s closest to the
actual event, unless a later article can be
substantiated by other sources. The term
MtL. Manitou ooccurs so many times in the
references used for this paper that it must
have been the accepted popular term for
the peak that is immediately west of the
town of Manitou Springs. That peak is
named Rocky Mountain on the USCGS map
of the region, with Mount Manitou being
the summit about 1/2 mile northwest of
Rocky Mountaln.

OCCHS FUNDRAISER

Saturday, March 3, 2012
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

* Program featuring OCCHS member Phil McDonald
as Old Colorado City saloon owner Jacob Schmidt

* Silent auction

- including antiques and other items §

* Wine, beer, home made root beer, and munchies .

$10 Admission

Space is limited to the first go people

Al the Old Colorado Cily Hislory Cenler
| 5. 24th 5t, Colorado Springs
20000 CEOOOCEOOCOOOOOEOEOOPOOOPOOOOPOOOOOOOEOOPOPRODO®S®
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President’s Report

Dear Members:

In a space saving effort, our treasurer, Suzie Schorsch, and I are sharing one print space this
month. Please check out the list of AMAZING SITENT AUCTION iterns we will be selling at
the “Happv Hour at Jake's Saloon”, March 3 from 46 pm. at OCCHC. Let's celebrate the
contribution of the Jacob Schmidt family to the historyand settlement ofColorado City. Many
thanks to Colotado Mountain Brewery for thelr sponsorship of this event

Welcome to Bran Copeland, a newer OCCHS member who will fill an unexpired term on
the Board of Directors until May, 20712.

SEE YOU March 3 at Jake's place.

Jan deChadenedes is organizing the nominating committee recruiting members to serve on
the 2012-2013 board. So ifyour phone rings and it is Jan or her committee, please be receptive
to serving on the Board of Directors. ‘There is no better way to get to know the real OCCHS
than as a board member-it is a 2 year commitment not a lifetime.

Sharon Swint, President
OCCHS Board of Directors

Happy Hour at Jake’s Saloon fundraiser

Take a look at some of the ftems we're offering at the at the event’s silent auction!

Afeat and cheese giff basket Antigue arch scale

Crystalstudded cross nockizce Steriine sihver, pozsf neckizce and earrinee
FPharmaceutical bottle — “ACACIA” Fair of tickets fo Simpich showcase

Sterfng sihver and onyx bracelet Fo30% Wards Afrflne pofice hand radio
Antigue apothacary jar with Hd Smmrafl basket of antigue boities

Handmade blue amd green glass pendant Larga basket of antique pharmaceutical botties
Brass mostar & pesitiz Van Brieole 1997 Collector Society potfery tile
Heartshaped pendant amd carrine sat Van Brieole, Annz Van plece, brown
Setfofthree jpwelfed sffver-plafed camdizs ticks Van Brieafa, Annz Van plece, vase, biack
Wornran s Meadium Baffwethar hicycling jarsay Sterdne sifver blua fopaz carrings

Garnrin Parsonaf Navieztor GPS Ratian chalr and side tabiz

Van Bripefs, Anne Van place, grean Afens Mediim Baffwether bicycling fersey
Stariing sifver pandant with red siona Afans Lanoe Fox Duha Dlack bicycling shorts
Women s Larve Endurz bicycling shorts Araz rig, £'%6) blire & niest floraf deslen
Michae! Garman sculpture Sifver-on-copper fez and coifee sendce

All those - and more!

The Old Colorado City Historical Society’s Board of Directors
meets regulaly on the third Thursday of the month.

Meetings are at 1:00 P.M. at the History Center, unless otherwise announced.
Interested visitors are always welcome at the Board meetings.
The next Board meeting will be Thursday, March 15
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March Calendar

Saturday, March 3 Happy Hour at Jake's Saloon Beer tasting, wine,
4:00 - 6:00 P.M. home made root beer, and munchies. Silent
auction and a historical vignette about the life of
Colorado City saloon owner Jacob Schmidt
Sponsored by the Colorado Mountain Brewery.
$10 Admission
Space is limited to first go people.

Friday, March ¢ Program: Historic Forts of'the U.S. Southwest A
11:00 AM. contemporary travelogue with historical story-
telling. An illustrated program examining five
historic forts and the people associated with them.
Program by Phil McDonald.
OCCHS Members FREE Non-members $2.00.

Old Colorado Cily Hislory Cenler
1 8 z24th Street Colorado Springs, CO 8agoy ~ (719) 636- 1225 - Attp//www.occhs.org

Museum Hours: Tues. thru Sat 11 = 2 Free Admission.  Donations greatly appredated.




