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Jimmy Burns

and his Theater

Gem of the West

By Thomas E. Daniels

Had it still been standing in downtown
Colorado Springs, the Burng Theater building
would have been one-hundred vearr old this
coming May 8th. The story of its construction
and the man who built it are just as interesting
as why it was built in the first place

James Ferpuson Burns was born in Portland,
Maine in 18573 and was rmised in Portland. He
was a classic pood looking slender man with a
high raspy voice and snow white hair. His
vounger dayv were spent in the cane sugar
buriness in South America and Cuba. When
asked about his white hair, he replied that he
had fallen into a pit on his Cuban plantation
that was dug for catching wild animals. But at
the time he fell in, there was a Boa Constrictor
in it and as workers raced to get ropes and
ladder to pull him out, the Boa Constrictor
started moving toward him In those few
seconds, Jimmy claimed his hair turned a
dazzling white and stayed that way the rest of
hir life.

After the sugar business, Jimmy moved to
New Odeans for a while and then came to
Colorado Springs to watch out for his three
gisters and brother Tom. He found a jobdriving
a road grader and worked as a steam fitter and
a plumber. In 1800, he eventually went to work
for the Colorado Sprinpgs Hook and Ladder
Company No. 1 based out of City Hall. He was
elected foreman soon afierward.

He ran into an old fiiend of hiz, Jimmy Dovyle,
who was alko born and mised in Portland.
They had both heard about the gold fever in
Crpple Creek and like everyvone else in those
days, they went up to try their luck. After
several failed attempts (because neither one of
them even knew what gold looked like, let
alone where it was in the ground), they finally
staked a claim just abowe W. 5 Stratton's mine
{the Independence) on Batile Mountain in
Victor, CO. With the help of a third partner
who showed them how to find gold, they hit
pay dirtand became millionaires. They named
their mine after their hometown-the Portland.

Jimmy Burns has alwayws had contempt for
high society such as the way millionaires lived.
He claimed it took more braing to fix a toilet
that to speak bad French or tour the world
twice a year. When WA, Stratton asked Jimmy
what he was going to do with all his money,
Jimmy replied “I'm going to marry a beautiful
wife, send my brats back east to school and
build a house as big as General Palmers.” (In
reality, Jimmie's mansion which still stands
today as an apanment house at 1315 Wood
Avenue, wars only about one fourth the size of
Palmer’s Glen Eyrie castle).

In 1 goo, Burne built the first Was hburn Field
for Colorado Collepe which seated <ight-

Continued on page 3
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The Oid Colorade Oy Historical Soclery was founded a5 3 volunieer
orgEnizaton b recogrise the hisoncalsignifrance and unigue cultune
of ontginal! Nd Colorado City and eany B! faso County This spirit =
perpetiEied though the praserafion orart@ces andaniival matenals,
encouEmement of messamh, edumton of the chiidren and the
community: through fie membeship and the operation of fie History
Centerat 1 South 240k Street, Colorado Springs, Colomsdo

MEMEFRSHIPS
Memberships are welcome at ary e Membership
renewals are due on the annbversary date of the Indilal
membershdp. Members secebve the Wisf Word newsletier,
disconnis, local meetings and prograns.

Antual nembershlp dassificatlons are:

Student $rg Lifetime $rgo
Ldbrddual  $zg Business % 5o
Family F30 Corporate  %zg0

Funds fMom a Lifedne membermhip are placed it a
ferperuitywEndowment Fund o De wed only Ior popcts which have
beenappmved by ma- thinds ofthe membershin Onlyvihe inrerese ot}
D used Iorcument expenses. We welcome girks fo s fund, wilch wiil
De credited b e donor oras 4 meroenal

BOARTDY OF DIRECTORS
Fresldent Fharon 3wint 6208384
Wice Fresldent Janloe deChadenades  §98-7r83
Jecretary Jo Cervone 266-gog 6
Treasirer Juzanne 3chotsch 4880256
Brian Copeland 954-551-3577
Beverley Disch 624-5023
Torn Henddx 6237302
Dive hatray 4880256
MEETING:S

OCCHS Monthly Meetlng & Progran is held at 11 am. onihe
secord Frday of each month, except durlng June, July, and
August. The History Center opers at 1o a.m. onthe day of the
meeting for refresbments and visltatlon. The program
beglis at 11 am. This noeeting s free and open to the public

WELCOME TO OCCHS!

NEW & RENEWING
MEMBERS

Paul Clingen

Karen Converse

Steve Daigle

Nettie Daniels

Glen F. Driscoll

John & Chrysandra Fontenos
MLB. Gustafkon

Sonva & Michael Hamr
William Havnes

Ron and Susan Adams Heard
Jean Hughes

Clara Louise Meury

laum 1. Moncrief

Linda L. Smith

Cherny Svoboda

Barbam Sweat
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Buns continued from pace 1

hundred. Between 1go0-01, Jimmy went in
with Irving Howbert and built the Colorado
Springs and Cripple Creek District Railway
{commeonly known as the Short Line) fora cost
of 1.5 million. In August, 19071, they made the
trip to Cripple Creek on the Short Line with
then Vice-President of the United States,
Teddy Roosevelt Tt was on this trip that
Roosevelt gave the milroad its’ famous slopan,
“The trip that bankrnupts the English lanpuapge.”
5ix weeks later, President William McKinley
was assassinated and Roosevelt became the
26th President of the United States.

In 1901, Jimmys brother Tom obtained a
baseball fianchisre fiom the Westemn leapue
and he put topether Colorado Springs first
baseball team, the Millionaires. Jimmy Burns,
W5, Stratton, and Fd Giddings went topether
and built the town's first baseball stadium -
PBoulevard Park in 1ooz.

Jimmy joined the exclusive Fl Paso Club.

The
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One night he had an arpument with Walter
Cash while plaving poker. Cash was the former
captain of the Princeton football team and
easily won the argument by dangling Bume by
the feet over the staircase at the club. Both
were expelled for a month for un—pentlemanly
like conduct.

One night in 1910, Jinuny Burns wanted to
hold a social event that required enough space
for about two hundred people. He attempted
to rent the Colorado Springs Opera House on
North Tejon Street But his standing in
Colorado Springs society was not recognized
as worthy by the powers to be that could grant
guch a request and he was tumed down. This
turned out to be the best gift high society ever
made to the people of Colorado Springs. The
decision made Burns so mad, that he vowed to
build his own Opera House. He bought land at
21 E. Pikes Peak Avenue and in the fall of 1010,
ground was broken for the Burns Opera House.

Bum’s announcement of the construction
includad that the structure would be one-
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hundred percent fireproof, with a frontage of
115 feet by 180 feet deep. The stage will be g6
feet wide and 69 fet deep. The main
auditorium will be 74 et wide and 74 feet
deep and contain two balconies. The seating
capacity will be 1,400 and the entire theater
can be emptied in less than three minutes. The
fiont of the building will be finished in terra
cotta and white Ttalian Marble will be used on
the interior throughout the entire building,
Nineteen months and %j50,000 later, the gala
premier was scheduled for May 8, 1912, The
first performance would feature the Russian
Symphony Orchestta under the direction of
Conductor Modest Altschuler. Featured
gelections were fiom Wagner, Puccini, Rins ky-
Korsakow, Verdi, Rubenstein and others, After
the intermission, the orchestra performed the
181 2 Overture. All 1,400 seats were sold out for
the first performance. Bumes Opera House held
twice the capacity of the Colorado Springs
O pera House and was four times the size of it
Buwrns only allowed legitimate operas and road
shows, the theater being dark in between.
Because of Colorado Springg close proximity to
Denver, many touring companies playing the
mile high city came to the Burns before leaving
Colorado, and Pwrns was able to present a
steady bill to his patrons. But Jimmy Pums

FIRST PERFORMANGE
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died in 1071 7, and the theater was sold to other
interests that had different ideas.

The new company opened it up to the
Pantapes and Orpheum VYauderville circuits
and projection equipment was installed as
filmg were now becoming popular with
audiences. Farly fhotage of World War 1 was
high in demand by ticket purchasers. A new
marquee was installed and patrons now knew
thir to be the Pantapes Theater. However, “The
Burns” name still appeared on one of the terrma
cotta tiles at the top of the building and
remained there until the building was
demolished. Koad shows, operas, vaudeville
and films prevailed during the 1920, Top
names appeared at the Pantages/Burns such as
Lionel and Fihel Barrvmore, Fddie Foy, Ted
Lewis, Fred Allen, Harry Langdon, Leo Carrillo
and many others. Lon Chaney, who was bom
and raised in Colorado Springs, started his
show business career at the Bums ar a
stagehand. In 1927, the theater became part of
Paramount’s theater chain and received its’
firet remodel 350,000 was spent in supplyving
the interior with new carpeting drapes,
heating/ventilating equipment, spotlight
system, new projection equipment and some
structural alteration A new Wuditrer theater
organ was installed {(unfortunately it got very
little use as talkies were just over a year away.)
Live shows, operas and vaudeville came ®© an
end as Paramoumt only allowed for the
showing of films. Paramount dropped its’
affiliation in the mid ro30's and a few road
show productions were booked, but it was
mostly movies from that peint on. In 19735, it
was renamed the Chief Theater and became a
movie palace with a few live shows well into
the early 1050'%.

In 1947, the theater closed on November
joth for another remodel {new curtain,
relocated snack bar) and reopened on
Christmas Day of that same wyear. The organ
was under a tarp in the orchestra pit and not
used at all Some of the biggest crowds the
theater ever saw were in 1952, when Bwana
Devil, a film in 3-D opened and the curious
turned out in droves. In 1954, 3 new screen
had to be added to accommodate the new
wide screen process and stereophonic
speakers were installed. All of these additions
in the 1050’5 were for only one reason
Television! By the mid ‘go's, Colorado Springs
had three TV stations residents could watch at
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October 31, 1072, on Halloween,
the Chief Theater/Bums Opera
House rolled their last movie
through the projector and
dimmed the liphts forever. The
name of the film was "“Outdoor
Rambling” with S5lim Pickens.
During the Spring and Summer of
19773, the masgive auditorium and
office building were slowly
demolished by the wrecking ball
and it became a drive-through
bank facility for the financial
institution just east of it

It had been hoped that the
building could have been saved
for use by the Colorado Springs

home, and competition Soturday. 8 1 Symphony, but they discoverad
, Sunday, M ! g
had bepun. . Westland ' .]}Lﬂyl;; t? P ] ey unstable beams in the old
meatzmt,h Cﬁl’ughpe knc:lvd.r —0ON THE STAGE— Eu’:sternf It_LnioE ok;lioe ne::jr $e
OWne e Chie aka i nt o e building an e
five drive-in theaters was WH]RLWIND repair costs would have been
hurting for ticket buyers. FOLLIES” substantial Fortunately the
The chain started “bank Wuritzer oman was removed

COMPANY OF 30

night” in which all ecreens
—WN THE SCREREN—

went dark for a few

fiom the theater before
demolition and now resides in the

minutes every Tuesday Jﬁﬁﬁle Mﬂtﬂl&WE City Auditorium where it can be
night and a seven theater In heard moeost Thuwedaye at noon
sound hookup told “y? ) Colorade Springs was lucky to
evervybody to look at their It 3 LQ?E Agﬂﬂl have Jimmy Burns and the theater

With Robert ¥oung

ticket stub to see if they he built out of spite. Had it not

had the nights winning Coming Friday, July 3t || pbeen for “high society” snubbing

number for a cagh prize. ;THF' GREEN its’ nose at immy in 1910, the city
In 19671, a small group of PASTURES" would never ofhad such a gem as

theater orpan enthusiasts P - the “Burns Opera House.”

restored the Chief theaters’ ‘i L BB '

Wuditzer organ and held a . L. dra R Tom Daniels January, 2012

concert which was only : y

enjoyed by a few hundred

people. Local orpanist Lee White
broadcast a few fificen minute
shows over a local radio station in
the 1960’ and the theater even
used the orpan during intermmission i
of certain blockbuster hite when it ||
was necessary to open up the [
second balcony for seating,

By the cady 19705, the single
movie screen concept  was
becoming a thing of the past and [
voung people didn't care if they
saw a film in a grand old movie k
palace or a box the size of a |
Hollywood screening room. On
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CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BETTY BAKFE-has been a Colorado Springs
resident since 1040; and a Westsidersince 1og5.
All Betty's children attended Westside schools.
She is a retired Farmers Insurance underwriter
and trainer. Betty enjovs singing in chorus
groupe and serving her church. 5he lists Yice-
President, B and B Chaimman and Members hip
Chairman as formmerly held Board of Directors
positions. Betty is cunrentlyserving on the Vision
Committee and thinks OCCHS has a bright
future,

BRIAN COPELAND -and his partner, JTudy, have
owned a residence on the Westside since zoo0
and recentdy relocated here full time. He is
gemi-retired and looking foreard to a retum to
college in the fall to complete a history degree.
Prian’s special interest include the American
Civil War and the incredible population
migration west during the rogth century. He 5 a
runnetr, hiker and beer taster. Brain currently is
filling a vacant board position and looks forward
to helping bring Westsiders topether to
understand and appreciate their history betier.

BEVFERLY DISCH-is a retired Colorado Springs
school teacher. She is a cwrent board member
and has volunteered for many years at OCCHS
gerving as both President and Treasurer and
continually rounds up volunteers © work in the
bookstore and at all special events. Her major
interesits are history and politics!

PHIL MCDONAILD—is a past OCCHS President
and bookstore volunteer as well as a retired
middle echool history teacher. He is well known
as a Pillar instructor and iF very interested in
railroad history. Phil has volunteered to portray
various historic fipures at many OCCHS events
including the Jacob Schmidt findraiser and
several Cemetery Crawls.

CATHY MURPHY-and her husband, Gerry, have
lived on the West side for the past three vyears.
Cathy stated that she still fels like she 5 on
vacation in Colorado. She cwrrently works as a
freelance editor and during previous years was
an antique photography studic manaper, travel
agent, graphic artist, and more. Her cwrent
passion is history, particularly Old Colorado City.
Her vision for OCCHS is to have its reputation
grow and the center become a place where
history, culture and commerce meet and mingle
to benefit the entire community.

SUZANNE SCHORSCH-Susie is retired flom
Deloitte and Touche which makes her very
qualified to fill her present position of treas urer
for the Board of Directors of OCCHS. Since
becoming a member of OUC HS, she has acted as
bookstore manager, worked on Territory Days
and Founders Day as well as the Cemetery Crawl
She also organized our first Writers Rave for
local authors. Her special interests include
Victoran times; skiing and books.

TecHNnDO Guy
ComPUTERS

Computer Building andUpgrads Services

THAVERS JOMEAN
(718} Sa5-060A

e Ml dlly nol ghioorkod el = oo
™A chargs Flcan't A waE prokam
traversfiiechnoouy come ke "2 com

Donald Kallaus Photography

Managing the ﬁistary Center's phota
reproduction needs since 1885
Family photo alburm digitizatien

Fhoto restoration & reproduction
Image editing & optimization for publishers

(OECHS Member discount, call for free consultatian
719 350-2848

Swint Realty Co., LLC f{E0N
BTAS9 Lehman Drive w s
Sunte 20
o Colorado Springs, CO 805918
0 Bus: 719y 5029700 [ (2)
Cell: (7191 964-5612 @ »
FAX: (719} 592-9952 P 2

dave@swintproperties,com =
wewnw_Swinilpraperiizs.com 1

Dave Swinl
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Support the
0ld Colorado City Historical Society

Letour members know about
Your Business

with yow card here. Only 312.50 per Issue.
iBomy, Mo financlal, nsumanee, ot trEvel corrparnles)

Contact the History Center bookstore




Volure 27, Murber 4-

WesT Worn

Page 7

President's Letter
Dear Frie nds:

Trains, trains, tains---In the past T have felt
that, in the Colorado area, there were 50 many
train companles, lines, engine types, depots,
roadhouses and motre that T could never pet my
brain around them all. Easter Saturday, [ went
to the Midland Symposium up in Divide and
saw a whole new world. The event was a fund
raizer to halp with the preservation ofone of the
only Midland depot left in the area. The
presentations were clear and orpanized and
although T am still no expert, T do have a new
appreciation for the rallroad systems and the
role they played in setiling and prowling the
west. We'll have more on this In the months to
comea. This May, Mel McFarland will be our
guast speaker, talking aboutall types of “Getiing
Around the Pikes Peak Reglon”. He will present
twice on Friday, May 11-11 am. and 2z pun.
Please call OCCHC to let us know which time
you will atiend. We will also have elections of
the Board of Directors and our annual meeting
that day.

Our “Tuesdays In July”, this year, will be a
“Salute to the Ang” with all presentations related
to the ars-authors, cowboy poets, musicians,
drama and more. Mostevents, fFnotall, will be
in the early evening, Come join us for some
sumumer fun!

COur membeiship & prowinp---1% new
members since the fiist of the year. New
member’s coffee on May 19, Satwrday at o130
am. Welcome to you alll!

The propram presented by Steve Veatch In
April was another eye opener for me. Now [ am
excited about peology. Who would hawve
thought?#? Thank you, Steve. 1 like ROCES!

Looking forward to seeing youall May 17.

Sharon Swint, President
OCCHS Board of Drivec tore

Treasurer's Report March 2012
Suzranne Schomrch

GEFAT NEWS! Luana Clark a long-time
member to the Historical Society, has mowved
back to Colorado and with 30 wears of
bookkeeping experience she will be working
for OCCHS as an Assistant Treasurer. One
thing 1T hawe wanted as Treasurer is to have
more than one perwon trained to do all the
bookkeeping for the Society so that we have
checks and balances and clarity on all
financial matters for our Society,. When you
see Luanna around the Museum welcome
her and let her know how much we are glad
to have her.

The bookstore was able to transfer 52,000
in profitt to the main OCCHS operating
account this month and even with “winter
hows,” profite are up over last year at this
time. Three new books by OUCHS members
have arrived this month and all three authors
have been lined up for Tuesday in July for a
lecture and book signing, 'The books subjects
are Garden of the Gods, Raed Rock Canvon
and the Ute Indians. Another member who
has written on ghost s stories in Manitou has
a new book coming on ghost stores in
Colorado Springs this fall and will do a epecial
bookstore event near Halloween. We thank
all bookstore supporters.

Checking Account 5 10,360.65
Endowment Account $103,345.85
Savinps & Desipnated Accounts § 16,571364
Bookstora/Event Account 5 3083387
Total Accounts $133078.04

Year To Date Income is $7,469.53 with Year
to Date expenses of (7,002.36) for a profit of
$ 4940 7 for the General Opemting Account.

WANTED: Event chairperson to organize the Cemetery Crawl

Please call Sharon Swint at 030-8384 if you are interested. ThankKs!

The Old Colorado City Historical Society’s Board of Directors meets
regularly on the third Thursday of the month.
Interested visitors are always welcome at the Board meetings.
The next Board meeting and election of Board officers will be
Friday, May 11 after the 2:00 program
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

NONPROFIT
ORG.
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PAID
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Saturday, May 19
10000 AM - noon

Saturdays starting in June

I § zpth Street, Colorado Springs, {0 Sogoy

FERMIT
#4091
Friday, May 11 p 2g and election of new PBoard
1o:30 AWM and 1:30 PM  membeis. Member check-in and refreshments 1/2 hour before
either meeting

Friday, May 11 Program: Ge ar : cs Pes 28 - A
11:00 AN lustrated program on how locals and touwrists pot around in
and this area from 1 860 - 1 960, This ranspontation story begine with

200 P, walking and then continues through hose and wapon, carriage,

street car, train, tour car and city bus. Presented by railrcad
historian Mel McFadand.

OCCHS Members FREE. Non-members $z2.

Reservations required. Call 636-1225

OCCHS Members’ Tour: McAllister House Museum
Meet at the Old Colorado City History Center at oo45
Cost $10 per member - includes box lunch

On Farmers' Market Saturdays

Old Colorado Cily Hislory Cenler

~ (719} 636-1225 - Attp/vww.occhs.org

Museum Hours: Tuses. thru Sat 11 = 4 Free Admidssion. Donations greatly appredated.




