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Two Langmeyer homeslteads

By Don Ellis

A prominent building in the 1862 photo of
Colorado City which is displayed in the History
Center is the "Heisdick Building'. The "Heisdick
Building” may have been the first stone building
in Colorado City. Today, ag part of the building
which houses Old Colorado City Surplus, itis the
oldest building in Fl Paso County which is still on
its original foundation. The "Heisdick Building®
was built of lipht ywellowish colored sandstone
whose ironstone concretions indicate that it
probably came from the hogback of Dakota
sandstone southwest of Colorado City. Colorado
City foundear Anthony Bott was in the building
stone business quarrving that stone. It is likely
that stone for the "Heisdick Building" was
quarried fiom the northem part of the hogback
clogse to town But later, the most extensive
quamnrving on the Dakota hogback was farther

south near Bear Ureck, partly on

Belois (very likely a misspelling of Beatrice), and
their daughter, Isabella living in Colorado City
with Anthony Bott (z). The 1870 census also
showed their 10 vear old daughter, lsabella, as
having been bom in Colorado. But, the 1860
census showed John living in Buffalo, New Yorl
50, we can infer that John and his wife probably
moved to Colorado in the latter part of 1 860.
John Langmever was able to homestead along
Bear Creek in Section 15, patenting one
homestead in 1872 and a second in 1875
Topether, these two homesteads encompassed
320 acres, the entire south half of Section 15,
Towns hip 1 4 South, Range 67 West. The second
of the two Lanpmevyer homesteads included half
a mile of the Dakota hogback above Bear Creek
which became a sowce of stone for Bott and

Continued on pace 3

Mr. Botts property and partly
on the adjacent Lanpmever
property.

The 1880 census lists John
Lanpmevyers occupation as
minezr. However, at other times,
he aleo worked as a carpenter

and farm laborer (1). John was
associated with Anthony Bottin

the business Bott and
Lanpmeyer Building Stone”.
Like Anthony Bott, John

Langmeyer had come to
Colorado fiom New York state.

John's wife, Frederika Beatrice

Lanpmevyer was Anthony Boti's
sister. The 1870 census showed
John Lanpmeyer, his wife,

John Langme yer's fromestcads

patenicd 1872 and 1875
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Donald Yowell
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Langmeyer Building Stone”. OnOctober16, 1874,
even before he had obtained the patent on his
second homestead, John Ilangmeyersold both of
these homesteads to Anthony Bott for $5,000.

Later, on January 14, 1878 Anthony Bott sold
420 acres of land, including John Langmever's
original homesteads, to John Langmeyer and
Frederika Beatrice Langmeyer, his wife, for $5,000.

John Langmeyer was in Leadville, possibly
engapad in mining, when he was shot and killed
by a fiiend on June 20, 1880 (3). John's estate
passed to his wife, F. Beatrice Langmever, as his
gole heir.

In November of 1 880, Mis. Langmever leased
40 acres in the northwest corner of the
Langmevyer homesteads, along with other land
she owned, to four minerrs for mining such gold,
silver, copper and lead ores as may be found”.
The lease was fbr ten years, as long as work
continued, but terminated at any time work was
stopped for a period of 3o days. Predictably, the
sandstones, shales, and limestone did not
contain economic deposite of pold, silver,
coppet, or lead.

Ten vears later, in 1890, the city of Colorado
Springs obtained a right of way across the
Lanpmever property and across Anthony Botts
property immediatel v to the north for a pipeline
to carry water from PBear Creek to Colorado
Springs. In considemation for the right of way
across her property, Colorado Springs paid Mrs.
TLangmeyer 31 and “the right to use water ffom
the system ... by any assignee of said Langmever
of any porton of the lande herein after
mentioned under the same restrictions and at
the same mtes as given to citizens of Colorado
Springs.” Az well ag granting a right of way for the
pipeline, the right of way grant alko provided a
reservoir site to the City of Colorado Springs with
the condition that their respective parts of the
reservoir site would revert to Anthony Bott and
Frederika Langmevyer if the reservoir had not
been built within 5 wears. The reservoir site
included the gully extending south from what is
now the lower switchback on South 26th Street.
No reservoir was ever built there 50, the site
reverted back to Mr. Boit and Mis. Langmeyer.

Although the City of Colorado Springs
secured the rght of way for its pipeline, it failed
to secure the water rights for the water which wag
to flow throuph the pipe Fammers who had
homesteaded along Bear Creeck east of the
ILangmevyer property had already established
senior water rights for all of Bear Creek's water.
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Water from Bear CUreek had first been claimed
for the ditch built in 1861 by Root and White;
and by 1800 seveml other diversions had
established claims accounting for much more
water than actually lowed in Bear Creek The first
legal challenge to the City's appropriation of Bear
Creek water was a suit filed by Martha Steuart in
1895 from which she received substantial
compensation. It was npot until 1988 that
Colorado Springs finally secured all of the Bear
Creek Water rights (4).

On January 4, 1000 Mrs. Langmever granted a
100 fbot wide right of way across her property for
the Colorado Springs and Cripple Creek District
Railway. And, the part of the railroad ower that
ripht of way was completed the same year
Despite its initial success, the CS&CCD Railway
eventually failed several years after having been
sold to the Colorado and Southern. In 1922 the
failed railway was sold at auction to W. D. Corley
who converted the roadbed to a toll road, the
Codey Mountain Highway. The road effectively
became a public road when Cordevs lease on the
right of way through Pike National Forest expired
in 1930; and in 1040 the road was renamed the
"Goldcamp Road.” In the late 1940% and eady
1050's, it was also Colorado State Highway 336.

Mrs. Langmever died on April 20, 1004
without a will. Her next of kin were identified as
three brothers, a sister, a nephew, and two nieces.
Daughter Isabella was not named among the
next of kin. The 1900 census indicated that Mrs.
Langmevyer, who at that time was living with
Anthony Bott and his wife Octavia, had no living
children. 5o, it is likely that lsabella had died at
a relatively voung ape. Before Mis. Langmeyer's
estate had been settled, Mis. Langmeyer's sister,
Mary Ambe, also died; and hershare of the estate
then went to her children In 1906 and 1907
Anthony Bott purchased the other heirs' interests
in the Langmever property.

In 1910, El Paso County leased that portion of
the langmeyer homesteads south and cast of the
right of way of'the Colorado Springs and Cripple
Creek District Railway from Anthony Bott with
an option to purchase the property. And, in 1011
the county exercised its option and purchased
this property as an extension of the Fl Paso
County Farm (the "Poor Farm"). Over the years
between 1911 and 1950, El Paso County sold
small tracts along the westemn edge of the County
Farm, but retained the major portion of thizs land.

For a number of vears, beginning in the late
1040's or early 1950's, Fl Paso Countyoperated an

Continued on page 6
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I 5th Annual

- Fairview Cemetery Crawl |

:,"'f Salurday, Seplember 22 10:00 AM. - 2:00 P.M.

aiie s

.:' The Annual Cemelery Crawl will lake you back in time
s - the late 1800’s and early 1'900’s as aclors dressed in period
% cosfumes porfray a variely of Colorado Cily pioneers. You will meet:
Polony Bolt

(aura Belle /MeDapiel _laeob & Bertta Sebmnid

Blapehe Burlop Birdie Sdplenap g
David /Moore oty Gardper

. Tickels $8 in advance or $10 af the gale Children | 2 and under - free
:}, _Save the dale - ipvite your [riepds apd family - support the Historieal Society 3
- ... [bere is more ljfe i) (his cemetery thay you think . i
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The OCCHS Bookstore will be collecting donated “gently” used books of

all types in an attempt to hold a Used Book Fundraiser. There will be a drop *
off point in the Bookstore as of this week A tax deductible form will be sent

with each donation. It is our hope to collect enough books over the rest of

the year to have a book sale during the first part of 2013, Funds from this

event will go to cover OCCHS operating expenses.
Flease drop off any used books that you no longer need.
We thank you for this in advance.
Any questions, please do not hesitate to call our bookstore - 636-1225.

ol L oalle L
S )

Ll o A P, LL e P LT et
Nl N i N

--'. S

il L e y i L e
L

*Reception to be Held in honor of Leland Feitz*
- Many of OCCHS members are lucky to know Leland Feitz.
Some of you know him through the many books he has
- written on Colorado, part of the “Quick History Series” that |
- introduce young and old alike to various topics on Colorado
- history. Some might know the wit and wisdom found in his
‘book From 7 to 7;.a memoir of sorts. The Old Colorado City
- Historical Society is giving you an opportunity to meet this
extraordinary man by holding a reception in his honor.

Come join us on Sunday, October 7th from 1 to 3 P.M. at the

Old Colorado City History Center
Please call us at the History Center 636-1225 to let us know that you
will be attending so that we can plan refreshments accordingly
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as phalt paving plant just south and cast of the
interection of Bear Creek Road and the
CS&CCD right of way, which by that time had
become a county road. The paving plant used
gravel mined on site, lowering the level of the
road in the process.

FEI Paso l;l;un{ﬁ;m ving plant - 1953,

In ro71 El Paso County voters approved the
creation of a County Parks and FRecreation
Digtrict bya 4 to 1 margin Acquirition of the 41 4
acre County Farm by the County Parks and
Recreation District was considered to have been
the District’'s most gipnificant accomplishment
during its first year.

El Paso County Parks developed seweml
nature trail loops and built the Solar Trails
Center, a combined pature center and solar
energy demonstration project, on land which
was once part of the Langmeyer homesteads.
The Bear Creek Nature Center has replaced the
original, smaller Solar Trails Center.

Fighty vear old Anthony Bott died in 1917, At
gome time, the western part of the Langmevyer
homestead, which included the formmer Bott and
Lanpmeyer stone quarries, was divided into two
parcels. By the early 1040's the smaller southern

West YWorn
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parcel was owned by Andy Heckers, a local
barber; and the larper northern parcel was
owned by Cloe and Pead White,

Andy Heckers blasted a cut through the
Dakota sandstone near a low point in the ridpge,
built a road to the ridee crest, and built the only
house on the Dakota hogback. Alas, Mris. Heckers
refused to live there. 50, Andy sold the property
and built ancther house on a lot in Bear Creek
Canyvon

Cloe and Pead White, who lived in Bear Creek
Canvon, used their land as pasture for their
hoses and mule. In 1955, they builta new house
at the comer of Gold Camp Road and Bear Creek
Road. The heir to the White's estate donated the
land and house to the Bethany Baptist Church
which gave the property the name "White Acres”
and used it for outdoor worship and wyouth
activities. In the past three and a half vears all of
White Acres, except a 2-1/2 acre lot with the
house on it, has been purchased by the Colorado
Springs TOPS program as public open space.
NOTES:

1) The author acknowledges with gratitude Jan
Knox' research efforts in locating cens us records.

2) Tt is not entirely clear that Frederika Beatrice
Langmever and PBelois Langmever were the
same person. The fact that John Langmever and
hiz wife, Belois’, were living with Anthony Bott
in 1870 support this interpretation.

1) The author acknowledges with gratitude Jo
Cervone’s efforts in finding information about
John Langmeyer's death.

4} The doctoral dissertation, "A HISTORICAL
GEOGRAPHIC AL APPROACH TO THE STUDY
OF THE INSTIIUTIONALIZATION OF THE
DOCTRINE OF PRIOE APPROPRIATIOMN: THE
FMFRGENCE OF APPROPRIATIVE “WATER
RIGHTS IN COLORADD SPRINGS, COLORADD"
(University of Minnesota, 198¢) by Curt Arthur
Poulton, offers an extensive study of Bear Creek
water rights. The History Center has a copy in its
library.
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President’s Letter
Dear Members:
Angust 12, 2012 Wwas the 153rd

anniversary of the founding of Colorado
City. We chose to celebrate this anniversary
with our usual Founder's Day event at
Bancroft Park We solicited crafters; paid our
fees to the city and the insurance company,
asked warous non-profits to patticipate
including the Castle Rock Clvil War Unit
and, arranged for musical entertainment
We had two historical lectures and the
Carvin Cabin open but little beyond that
taught history. Founder's Day has never
been intended to be a fundraiser but for
several years we have lost money on It and
some years considerable amounts of money.

1 think it is time to recorsider our way of
celebrating the founding of the city. Very
few people would even know why we were
having this event, if asked. Next year let's
VoW to make this a true birthday party that
will really inform the people of El Paso
County that we are proud of the origins of
the Wesiside. Let's use the day as a teaching
efiort

The old Brt plaque at 2313 W. Pikes Peak
should be replaced in the next 3o days.
Much thanks to those that domated the
money needed. I was surprised at the
response. Special thanks to my husband,
Dave, for spearheading the replacement
efiort

Don't forget the CEMETERY CRAWL on
Saturday, Septermnber 22, at Fairview
Cemetery. Ceet your tickets early! See you at
the Crawl

S5haron Swint, President
OCCHS BPoard of Directors

TREASURER'S REPORT

A of the writing of this report, mid-Aupust,
Tam happy to say that OCCHS i munning in
the black this year. The first half of the year s
the ‘lean’ time ar we only ha v one fundrairing
event, Temritory Days, and usually we use
funds set aside fiom the previous year to pay
for operating and make it up the second half
of the year. BUT we did not have to do that
thir year.

The reason? By charping a small e to pet
into rome of our evenis to non-memberr and
for charping a small fee for our Tuesday Nights
in July...we were able to cover the costs. Book
store sales are doing good, crafters during the
farmers market greatly support us. The men in
ow Archives and Photograph area, Tom
Danizls, Don Kallaus and Gerry Travers, are
working very hard and we are starting to see
revenue from the sale of photos! If we can
have a good “Cemetery Crawl” and “Bed and
PBreakfast” it looks as ifthis will be a good vear
for OCCHS during a time when the economy
IF not 5o pood. A "good year” for OCUHS
means, all bills paid, and a good feducational
time had by the community at events. 1 thank
Sandy Hanzlian and Kay Atteberry for coming
up with some wonderful programs this last
vear, Sharon 5Swint for all the hard work on
Tuesday Nights In July, Jo Cervone for
armanging all the crafters and Bev Disch for
always petting our volunteers to work events
and the bookstore. Without volunteers, we
would not make the finances needed to keep
our Societya going concern.

Want to know more about the financial
side of OCCHS? Please fieel fiee to call me at
any time, 636-1225. If'T am not at the Center,
the messapge will be passed on and Tl pet back
to yow

Suranne Schorsch, Treasurer
0Old Colorado Chity Historlcal Soclety

The Old Colorado City Historical Society’s Board of Directors meets
regularly on the third Monday of the month.
Meetings are at 1:00 P.M. at the Old Colorado City Library,
unless otherwise announced.
Interested visitors are always welcome at the Board meetings.
The next Board meeting will be Monday, September 17
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Program: il : presentzd by Brook Cruz. Brook
is a park mterpnater who works in the Garden of the Gods Visitor
Center. She will present information on the geopraphy and history
of the GOG. The program will highlight the life of Chardes FElliot
Perking, the original owner of the Garden.

Members FREE. Non-members $5

Program: The Manitou and Ruxton Hyvdro Plants presented by
Chris Thompson. Chris is an employee of the Colorade Springs
Utilities Department who has thoroughly researched the Manitou
Hydro Plant built in 1 905 and the Ruxton Hydro Plant built in 1025,
He will epeak on the six hydroelectric power plants that were built
on the slopes of Pikes Peak and how they affected the power and
water systems of Colorado Springs.
Members FREE. Non-members $5

Old Colorado City History Cenfer
1 8 z24th Saeet Coforado Springs, CO Sogog ~ (719} 636-1225 ~ hitpy//www.occhs.ono

Musewum Hours: Tues, thru Sat. 11 =4 Free Admifssion  Donations greatly appreclated,




