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EXACTLY WHAT IS BRENT'S PATH
PEOPLE PROFILE - Gene Brent

by Suzanne Schorsch

This past vear Old Colorado City Historical
Society’s Mission Statement changed. Previously
OCCHS's mission was to preserve history of
Colorado City 1850 t© 1077 and provide
education regarding that history. The new
Mission Statement now includes preservation of]
and education regarding, the history of the
Westside Community past, present and fiture.
This opens a whole new area in which the
Historical Society I working to preserve: the
revitalization of the west side, the Centennial/Bi-
Centennial celebration of 1976, the starting of
the Historical Society, the beginnings of the West
Colorado Springs Commercial Club, memories
of ouw community through the Great
Depression, two World Wars, urban “blight” and
"renewal” not to mention the people who made
up owr wonderful community,. With this new
missions in mind, recently Sharon Swint, Tom
Daniels and 1 were lucky to meet with Gene
Prent, who was instrumental in starting the West
Colorado Springs Commercial Club where he
served as an officer in the 7o's and 80's.

We met with Gene in his home, a place full of
wonderful memories of a very full life,. We were
surrounded by Native  American art
photopraphs from early movie Westems and
itemr from Gene's family and his world travels.
Gene told us of his many jobs: the Navy during
WWIL  Los Anpeles County  Sheriff's
Depantment, Walt Disney employee, stuntman
and movie actor, real estate, retail sales manager,
gun store owner .. but the thing 1 felt he was
most passionate about was "Fighting City Hall”
to help preserve and improve our own Wests ide.

Gene was adopted afs an infant and named
Harlan Fugene Bernstein. His parents Lillian and
Jacob were from Minnesota, where his father
worked for the post office. At ape 17 Gene went
into the Nayvy, like many voung men did, to fight
for their country dwing WWIL He was
discharged in 1046 as a “Ships Service Man B -
Third Clags™.

After service Gene finished school through the
US Armed Forces Institute and took a training
course to work for the Los Anpeles County
Sheriffs Department in 1951, Gene had worked
with the Sheriffs office for 18 months when he
was spotted by Johnny Carpenter while riding
homweback through a park Johnny Carpenter
{(Jasper Carpenter 191 4-2z007) started as a stunt
man for B rated movie Westerns and worked his
way up to acting and directing Westerns.
(Carpenter was the
stunt rider for Mickey
Rooney in National
Velvet  in 1044)
Carpenter acked Gene
if he wanted to be In
one of his pictures
and would later teach
him the art of stunt
fighting, howe flls
and the uwse of the
whip. Harlan Fupene
Bemstein changad his
name to Gene PBrent,
an easier name for the

(rene Brent
as the law at
Disney Land's
Frontier Land

Continued on Pace 3
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Old Calorado City Historical Society
‘Preserving the pasifor the fidure’

1 3outh 24 th Street, Colomdo 3prings, OO0 Bogo4-3370
htgwmmLocchs.org [F1g)62a6-122%
ViEsT YIORD
FUBLISHED TEW TIMES A YEAR
The 0id Colorade City Historkeal Soclety
ANOMNFROFIT CORPORATION
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SUENIESTONS CAN BE DELIVERED O R MAILED Ti:
WEST WORD Editor /o OCCHS
I 5outh z4th Sireet
Colorado 5 pringa, CO Sogog4-3310
or Don FllIs - splde raort@ e [5ys net
SUENISSION DEADLIME 13 THE 1 5th OF EACH MOMNTH
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The Oid Colorado City Hisforiea! Soclety 18 2 nonproilt wlunteear
orgEnizaton estabiished o recognize e historiss! signitrance and
UnigUE cLiiLe of on@ng’ O Coforads City and eanly 81 Faso Countye
which Includes the present and future history of fodays greater
Wesiside nelghborfiood

This ormmniztion perperuaies the presersation and dispigy of
anttfces and archival martenals, encoURIemeant of esanh, aducaton
ot the chiidren and e community, through e membeship and the
operation ofthe ONd Coforade City sty Cenerar § fouthay th Seet,
Colorado Springs, Colorado

MEMEFRSHIPS
Memberships are welcome at ary toe. Membership
renewals are due on the anntversary date of the Indilal
membership. Members recetve the Wesf Word newsletier,
discouits, local meetlngs and programs.
Annual membership dassifi cations are:

Student $rg Busirwss Sy
Individual Sz Lifetlme $z50
Family $35 Life phus one $z00

Funds ffom a Lifetdme membeship are Diared into an Endowrrent
Fund o be wsed only for progacts approved Dy rao-thinds of the
memberhin Oniy the inferast Wil De wed 1Dr cument expenses. e
welrome giifs o this rund, which will De credited fo the donor oras a

memonal
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Fresldent Fharon 3wint 620-338 4
Yice Presldent Bty Baket G26-r22%
Jecretary Btlan Copeland 0 54-551-3677
Treasurer Juzanne 3chorsch 48802 55
Janlce deChadenades SQE-7IEg
Bewv Disch Ga6-122§
Jandy Hanzllan Ga6-12z2g
Eathy McBride Gab-r228
MEETIMNG:S

OCCHS Monihly Meeting & Progranm s held at rr am. ontihe
second Frday of each month, except durng June, July, and
August. The History Center opers at 1o a.m. onthe day of the
meeting for refreshoents arnd visltaiion Fveryone welcome.

WELCOME TO OCCHS!
NEW & RENEWING

MEMBERS

Bill Amold

Dr & Wrs. Best

Bon Ton's Caf

Beddy Jo Cardona

Lois Carr

Aut Crawford

Richard Jamiron
Barbam Johnson

Pat Kissinger

Leo and Miki Knudson
Jeanne Mamrh

John McKenna

Mary Owen

Pikes Peak National Bank
Robert Robertson
Marparet Smith
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Drent continued from Fage r

movie industry. “Son of the Outlaw™ was Gene's
firs t picture and then others followed: “Badman’s
Gold”, and “The Cattle Queen”. Gene worked in
various capacities for the movies, including actor
and stunt man. Gene also was in various TV
shows.

John Carpenter (Genes intro into movies)
would also be known for unning the Heavenon
Farth Ranch. Tt was a make believe ranch and
western  town that allowed handicapped
children to pet a taste of the old west The ranch
was in business fom the 405 to 19094, when it
was closed so that the land could be used for a
houwsing development The ranch had many
supporters that were fiiends of John Carpenter -
one s upporter, President Ronald Kepgan.

From 1057 to 1050 Gene worked with Phil
Cantonwine of Bengal Pictures. When Phil died,
Pengal Productions closed. At the same time
Crene was working for Disnevland which opened
in 1955 Gene worked from 1957 to 1064 In
Frontierland where he ended up as Sheriff and
the Director of Events. For 1 4 yeats Gene juppled
working in pictures, for Disney and other theatre
productions. He needed some rest! Western
movies were losing their popularity so Gene
tried other fields.

Gene went to work for a cousin in Kentucky
starting in 1965 for Globe Master (hand wols)
and then studied retail management and real
estate. He even took on the pb as a “Bouncer™
He ended in Colorado Springs managing the
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US. Duwring this time Gene became involved in
the Westide community.

Aocording to the Gazette Telepraph in 1975
“The West Colorado Springs Commercial Club
descended fiom the Fl Paso Claims Club, the
first business orpanization in the state, and was
revived fiom its dommancy in the mid 7o's by
businessman Gene Brent, of Brent Anns.” The
goal of the 7o plus membes was to re-establish
Colorado City as a first-rate community and with
that in mind the officers of the Commercial Club
hired Dave Hughes to be a Director to work on
the behalf of the Club. The club according to
Brent in the Gazette article was “to suceeed ina
free enterprise system and leamed that with
mutual cooperation we can arrive at a solution,
work within the system and receive preat results”
The “Syvstem” was work between three mutually
supporting orpanizations, the Old Colorado City
Development Corp, which screened prospective
businesses that wished t©o move to the area and
help with financial assistance, The Colorado
Springs Urban Renewal Fffort (CURF) which
provided planning and program services and
funneled money to the Development
Corporation and the West Colorado Springs
Commercial Club, which acted ars an advisory
group . Up to 10% of money necessary for a

business to re-desipn the exterior and improve
buildings in the style of the Pre-Civil War west
was made available Michael Garman Studios
relocated to the Westside from Manitou at this
time, Garman liked Manitouw, but needed more
space and Gene Brent helped him find it on the

large departiment store “ Arlens™
in the 70%. Soon he had
puwrchased a store for himself
Gene always had a love for
guns and started the 15t Fast
Draw Club & Association in
California. Gene openad Brent
Armg at 2516 West Colorado
Avenue which sold puns and
Indian jewelry and gifts. Gene
remembers Pead Price Scott
known as Scotty, who owned
the building Gene puwchased
for his store for over 6o years.
Scotty turned o6 in 1976 when
Old Colorado City was in the
process of revitalization. He
would sit with Gene and tell
stories of the old days when he
ran a professional decorating
business that worked with
rodeos and parades all over the
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Westside.

Gene remembers that the West Colorado
Springs Commercial Club hired Dave Hughes
to “get things done™ as most members were
busy running their businesses. He had met
Dave Hughes when Dave was Chairman of the
Pikes Peak or Bust by '76 Centennial-
Bicentennial Commitiee. This Committees
had given fiinds to Gene Brent of the West
Colorado Springs Commercial Club to
promote the area. When Dave was through
with the Centennial/Bicentennial, the West
Colorado Springs Commercial Club was just
the fit. Gene stated that Dave “worked his yvou
know what to the bone.” The first President of
the Commercial Club was Noman Clark
Gene served as Vice President and then later
President.

Gene loves his community, but told us that
many times yvou have to fight to make things
good. He fought for better parking, to get rid
of pomography shops, to bring Territory Days
to Colorado City, to preserve history and
helped make Old Colorado City the
community it is todayv.

And, next time vou drive down Colorado
Avenue, look for Brent’s Path. Tt is one of the
remaining old homse alleys of Colorado City
and was right next door to Gene's store of
mMAany yeals.

The Old Colorado Cily Hislorical Sociely

presents the |Gt Annual

FARVIEW CEMETERT CRAWL
Saturday, September 14

10 AM. to 2 P.M. (last tour star at 2:00)

Anthony Bott

Blanchz Burton

Laura Belle McDaniel

Jacob & Bertha Schmidt

Birdie Stapleman

David Moore

Rev. Duncan & Katherine Lamont

$8.00 ($10.00 at the gate) Children 12 and under free.
Get tickets at the Old Colorado City History Center or by calling 636-1 22 5 with yowr credit card
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Mayor Bach presents Dave Hughes
with “Inspirational I.eader” award

At a ceremony held at the History Center on revitalizing Old Colowwado City, Dave was
July 1, Mavor Steve Bach presented Dave Hughes  insttumental in the establishment of the Old
with the Cib's “Inspirational Leader™ award. Colorado City Historical Society and was a long
Dave was the first person to be honored with this  time member of our Board.
newly created award.

In presenting the award, Mavor
Pach especially praised Dave
Hughes® contributions to the
revitalization of historic Old
Colorado city dwring the 1970%
and Bo's.

Dave recalled that it was Leroy
Fllinwood and Luther McEKnight
who had first introduced him to
Colorado City History and asked
him to “Do something for Old
Town” And, Dave acknowledped a
number of people who had
helped him do just that, Norm
Clark, Bob Spear, Fd Schoch, Tim
Scanlon, Lucille Cunninghan, Bob
Traer, and former Mavor Bob Isaac.

Besides his involvement in

Ute Indian Prayer Trees of
the Pikes Peak Region ¢

Presented by John Wesley Anderson
September 13th

Ute Indian Praver trees are fscinating living §
artifacts that serve as a link back in time to the Ute [
Indians who lived in the Pikes Peak Repion and
culivated these amazing trees, primarily for [
gpiritual and npavigational pwposes. ‘The
preseniation will focus on how to identify the five
known types of Ute Culturally Scarred Trees and
where thege Ute Indian Praver Trees can still be
found today throughout the Pikes Peak Eegion.

OCCHS Members FREE Non-members $5.00

September 21 John Wesley Anderson will lzad a
hike to see some of these trees in Fox Run Park

Costhgo0 - Reservations requirad
(contact our bookatore]
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Founders Day

Saturday, August 10

celebraling the 154th. anniversary
of the founding of the original
Colorado Cily

€ 10:30 AM. Historic walking tour of the original Colorado City
led by the knowledgeable Old Colorado City Carnegie Library
staff The tour starts at the Library, is free and all ages are
welcomne. Contact the Library at 634-1698 if yvou will be
participating with a large group.

o Al the Hislory Cenler ¢

11:30 AM. Perfbrimance by The Colorado Frontier Anny Band,
of’ Denwver. ~ Music of the 1gth century played on period
instruments. The band will appear in costume re presenting a
Northem Army band from the Civil War era, but play both
Northem and Southern pieces.

12:30 P.M. Col. (Ret) Dave Hughes, local historian and Society
member, will present an illustrated program on the formation
and actions of the 1st Colorado Infantry Volunteer Regiment
which defeated the Texas Confederate Army at the Batde of
Glorieta Pass and returned to Colorado to becorme the 1st
Colorado Cavalry Regiment at Colorado City.

+ 1:00 P.M. Performance by The Colorado Frontier Army Band.

Activities are free and sponsored by the Old Colorado City
Historical Society and the Pikes Peak National Bank

For more information contact the History Center at
(719) 636-1225 or visit the Soclety’s new website,
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President’s Letter
Dear Friends:

In the past we have taken a long
summer break from programming to
allow our volunteers to get ready for
Founder's Day and Cemetery Crawl but a
few years back Joanne Karlson, then
president, came up with the idea of
Tuesday Nights In July--a series of related
programs in one month. This year we
programmed 4 movies that were tied to
Colorado/Colorado Springs. Superman--
Tom Daniels, our archivist, selected the
movies, added shorts, newsreels and
historically accurate related cartoons. He
made sure that MGM features played only
with MGM cartoons, etc.  He researched
the locations of the filming, checked what
sites were still in existence; found the old
movie posters for each film to use for
publicity and so much more. Tom has
worked hard to set up the room properly
so the sound is cormrect, the lighting was
decreased and we were comiortable. I
could go on and on but suffice to say that
Tom is a superstar and assisted by Susie
Schorsch, has done a wonderful job of
putting together this fund raiser THANK
YOU IS JUST NOT ENOUGH!

Hope to see you all at the Founders Day
events--the Colorado Frontier Ay Band
presenting 2 musical programs, Dave
Hughes speaking plus a new major
donation arriving at OCCHC.  Saturday,

August 10, from 11 to 2.
Sharon Swint
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Treasurer's Report

Opportunity to Support
Historic Preservation of
the Ute Prayer 'Trees -

Suzanne Schorsch

This weel I was able to walk with John
Anderson through the historic Ute Prayer
Trees of Fox Run Park. Not only was the
hike beautiful (difficulty - easy) it was very
informative. The weekend after John
makes his presentation on Ute Prayer
Trees, OCCHS will be offering this same
hike. The hike will be on Saturday,
September 21. It takes about 1 1/2 hours
(mostly learning about the history and
looking at samples - not a long distance).
We will open the hike to only 30 people
and will charge $5.00 per person. All
proceeds from this event will go toward
the publishing cost the OCCHS will incur
publishing John's book.

Join us in supporting the OCCHS
bookstore and it's endeavor to preserve our
local history the supporting local historic
"member” authors.

For more information regarding this
hike, or to make reservations, call the
bookstore during business hours.

All financial information for the Society
is available upon request. Please never
hesitate to call and talk to Suzanne
Schorsch

'The Old Colorado City Historical Society's Board of Directors meets regularly on the
third Monday of the month at 1:00 P.M. at the
Old Colorado City History Center, unless otherwise announced.
Interested visitors are always welcome at the Board meetings.

The next Board meeting will be Monday, August 19
at 1:00 FM. at the Old Colorado City History Center
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Saturday August ro Founders Day celebration at the Old Colomdo City History Center: 13t
rr AM o 2PM Colorade [nfanoy Volunteer Begiment presentaticn, music by the

Colorado Frontier Army Band, cake and punch, majpr domation arriving at
the Hiztory Center,

FREE family flan
Friday, September 13 ‘ .
11 A Jebn Wesley ﬂndarson Ute Indla.r:n Praya' trees are lwmg artifics that Lok
{Doors open at [o:30) Eack to the Ute Indians who livwed in the Pikes Peak Begion The

prezentation will foous on bow to identify the five kbowm types of Ute
Culturally Scarred Treez and where theze Ute Tndian Prayer Trees can =till
Ee found today througheut the Pikes Peak Eegion,

OCCHS Members FREE. Mon-membters koo

Saturday, September 14 Falrview Cemetery Crawd - Meet interesting characters from Colomdo
1o AM o2 PM Clity's colorflil past
{last tour begins at 2 RM) Adultz bRoo (brooo at the gate)
Children 1 2 and under FEEE
Saturday, September 21 Hike: Ute Indlan Prayer Trees in Fox Fun Park led by Jobn Wesley
gioo A Anderson,

tc.oo Beservations required (Contact our bookstore for reservations )

Old Colorado Cily Hislory Cenler
1 8 z24th Street Colorado Springs, CO 8agoy ~ (719) 636- 1225 - Attp//www.occhs.org

Museum Hours: Tues. thru Sat 11 = 4 Free Admission. Donations greath appredated.




