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Pikes Peak Pumps

By Eric Swab
Copsright zo1z by Eric Swab printed by permizsion

Pikes Peak has long been the focal point of
human activity,. --— Mining, logging,
homesteading, the provision of drinking
water, the generation of electric power, the
sites of airplane crashes, toutlst transportation
and accommodations have all left their marks
on the Peak Only a few of these activities
have left clues that are wvisible from the
communities at the fot of the peak

Howevet, if you hike her trails and old roads,
It s difficult to miss some ofthese marks.

OId pump near the McoNeil Trail

There are three such artifacts that have
sparked my curiosity. On the McNeil trail on
the west side of Cheyenne Mountain, a sub-
peak of the Pikes Peak Massif in Colorado,
there is a gasoline powered pump that once
supplied water to the Spencer Penrose's
Cheyenne Lodge. It was manufactured by the
C.H&E. Manufacturing Co. of Milwaukee.
There Is a sign on the top of this pump that
reads: “CH&E Noog - TRIFLEX PUMPING
OUTFIT". Unfortunately several parts have
been removed from the engine. Even
though the pump is located at a spring
about three quarters ofa mile from the site
of the Lodge, there [s no doubt about ts
connection to Penrose’s retreat A plpeline,
connecting the pump to the site of the
lodge still exists. At one time the pump was
protected bya wooden shed which has long
ago fallen down

The second pump was located beside
the tracks of the Manitou & Pikes Peak
Rallway. (M&FPRy) near the sumnmit of Pikes
Peak at 13,335 feet above sea level. It Is the
same manufacture and the same maodel as

Continued on Page 3

Beginning October 1
New Museum and Bookstore Schedule
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John and Susan Rowley
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Pumps continued from Fage 1

the puwmnp on Cheyvenne Mountain This pump
was used to supply drinking water to the
M&PPRy's. sumumit house. It drew water from
a storage tank fed by three dammed springs,
all within 640 feet of'the tank, and pumped ft
1,440 1t to a storage tank at the 14,115 Hot
swnmit', This pump was somewhat protected
by a dilapidated shed and is In better
condition that the one on Cheyenne

Mountain. In 20712 [t was removed from [ts
origimal location and taken dowm to the
ME&FPRy workshops.
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this pump was replaced by a CH&E. pump
powered by a two cylinder Le Roi gasoline
engine. The pump ltselflooks identical to the
other two, however the engine and mounting
skid are different It is located in the ruins of
an old wooden pump house. ‘Water was
drawmn from small pond created by damming
a spring a short distance firther west A two
inch iron plipe muns on top ofthe ground from
the pump house toward Windy Point These
pumps were used during the M&PPRy's steam
petod

From 1008 to January of 2000 CH. & E
Manufacturing was a privately held companys
At the tum of the millennium the company
was purchased by ABS USA also of Milwaukee.
Tom Frost, of ABS, tells me that these pumps
were bullt in the 19205 and into the early
19305, 'These dates are conslstent with the
May 1926 special use permit issued by the
Forest Service for a plpeline to the swmmit
from the pump at the 13,835 foot level The
special use permit for the pipeline, pump
house and dam that served Windy Point was
Issued In 1929, although the steam pump
probably dates from 1390's.

The manufacturing period Is also
corslstent with the opening of the Cheyenne
Lodge In June of 1926, The C(azete and
fefegraph for June 2.0, 1926 carried a report of

There were 3 other
water tanks on the
M&FPRy route, one at
Halfway house, one at
Mountain View, and
one at Windy Point
The two lower tanks
were gravity fed from
nearbysirearns. A stearn
powered puwmnp filled
the tank at Windy Polnt

This steam pump
had a wertical boller and
was manufactured by
the Epping Carpenter
Company of Pitisburg,
FA It s stll in its
origimal  location  at
12,0600 feet abowve sea
level and about o.45

miles WNW of Windy
Polint?. Inthe late 1920's

Pump house near Windv Peint which housed steam and, later,
gasoline powered pumps
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the opening: “Perched high
on the swnmit of Cheyenne
Mountain, surrounded by
evergreens and firss, with a
natural citadel of rock Br its
foundation, s a $r100,000
resort, Cheyenne lodge, the
formal opening of which is
being celebrated at 12 o'clock
today. From its wide verandas
visitors can look for miles out
onto the plains with their
purpled shadows and misty
beauty, or gaze up siill farther
into the hills with Pikes Peak
5000 feet above and to the

northwest Unique ofits kind,
it Is now virtually complete
save for the natural stone wall around fts rocky
base. ... water piped from nearby springs and
stored in basement tanks, assuring reserves of
thousands of gallons, .. .

The lodge was built by Spencer Penrose, an
Investor in the tourist industry of the Pikes
Peak Region in the early 2oth century
Penrose made his friune investing in real
estate of the gold fields of Cripple Creek and
inn the Utah copper mining industry. Penrose
used his money to fimnce construction of'the
Broadmoor Hotel, the Cheyenne Mountain
Zoo, and the Will Rogers Shrine of the Sun, as
well as to purchase the Pikes Peak Highway,
and the Manitou Incline. He and his wife Julle,
established the FElI Pomar Foundation, a
philanthroplc orgpanization which provides
grants to help sustain health care, education
and fine arts projects in the Pikes Peak Region®.

Spencer Penrose also purchased the
Manitou & Pikes Peak Ry. In 19255 From the
rallway's beginning, in 1890° it was powered
bysteamn. The last passenger train powered by
steam ran to the summit in 1958 A stearn
locomotive was used to remove snow from the
tracks until 19597

Thomas F. Richardson® presented a paper
to the Boston Society of Civil Engineers on
February 21, 18094 containing a description of
the design, construction and equipment of the
M&PFRy. One ofthe facts reported was “.. the
highest spring or source of water was at an
elevation of 10,110 #et, 22,000 et distant
from the summit”™ Mr. Richardson's was
apparently umaware of the three springs near
the summit of Pikes or the spring at 12,060

Spencer Penrose's Chevenne Mountalin Lodge

feet ‘o the best of my knowledge the three
springs near the summit no longer flow,
however, the spring at 12,060 is still running,
Cleatly the CH&E pumps on Pikes Peak
were [mstalled by Penrose's people as part of
the improvements made to two of his tourist
enterprises. The CH&E pumps were likely
purchased between 1926 and 1030 There is a
plcture in Motrls’ book on page 1171 thatshows
a gasoline powered work car pushing a small
carriage that looks dentical to the carriages on
which the Pikes Peak summit and Cheyenne
Mountain. pumps were mounted®. According
to Morts this work car was built in 1034
Today water is trucked to the top of Fikes Peak
1o serve the tourists that visit the summithouse.

1 Department of Agriculture, Forest Service
special use permit “L-uses, Pike, Manitou &
Pikes Peak Rallway, Fipe Line, 5/25/26"

2 Department of Agriculture, Forest Service
special use permit “L-uses, Pike, Manitou &
Pikes Peak Rallway, Pipe Line, 5/20/29"

3 Tom Frost, Chief Engineer, Dewateting, ABS
USA Milwaukee Wisconsin

4 “A Fikes Peak Fartnership, the Penroses and
the Tutts” by Thomas J. Noel and Cathleen M
Norman, 2000.

5 'The Pike's Peak Cog Foad, by, Momis W
Abbott, published by Pulpit Rock PFress,

reprinted 1990, page 9o
6 [bid., page 29

7 ibid., page 121.

3 ibid., page 23

g ibid., page 17171.
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Saturday, November 30 _
2- 4 PM. at the Candy Makers’

Old Colorado Cily Manual
History Cenler . for the

Household
Tasting History:
Colorado City Candy Making |

A celebration ofthe Pikes Peak Library
District’s release of its reprint of

Candy Makers’ Manual
for the Household
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{Otiginally published In Colorado Clty In 1905) o8 u
A part of PPLD's Regional History Series, - e P, =
with printing sporsored by the . } mpated h}r gy u
Old Colorado City Historical Society Cal; O. Enos, =
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The celebration will Feature: -- o

.andy making demonstrations/
Hands-on children’s activitie s/
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PIKES PEAK LIBRARY DISTRICT
Buy the book at this event W pp

and geta 13% discount!
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Photo exhibit to benefit the
Old Colorado City Historical Society

In November Don Kallaus will be doing do a photo showing of photogra phy
from his collection by early Colorado Springs photographer George W. Murray.
The showing will be sponsored and hosted by Pike Peak Regional Building
Department as a fundraiser Hr the Old Colorado City Historical Society. The
showing ofMurray's photos will showcase earl y city works. Murray's main client
was the city. His photography is frorm the late 1920's to the late 1960’s. It will be
about 35 to 45 large photos of city works and will be held at the Building Dept's
new building in their atrium. All proceeds to benefit the Old Colorado City
Histmorical Society. We will have more details in the next issue of West Word.
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President’s Letter

Dear Members:

As member, Don Kallaus, sald (while
pumping out his basement), “Fire, drought,
rain, floods . . . Is the pestilence next® I
personally think—LOCUST!

Most of you know we have had a rash of
vandalism lately at OCCHC. The kiichen
window was broken with a rock; some locals
began to use the outside stairwell for a toilet
and our ramp for a bedroom; and then the
flooding began Water was coming in under
the basement door, through the cracked walls,
through the previously barricaded windows
and Just about anywhere there was a small
opening. So watch out for those LOCUSTS!

Hopling to secure our property, 1 have
contacted the police, the mayor's office, the
city council and the newspaper. I have filed a
“no trespassing” form with the Cold Hill
Station and met with the two (2) policemen
who patrol Colorado Ave. We now have more
nightly patrols and that has seemed to help.
However, I would appreciate any help any of
you could give in contacting the warious
agencies. The city s concerned about the
downtown area but I feel that we need some
ofthat concern sent our way. ITwo policemen
patrolling such a large area with a high vagrant
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population Just lsn't enough
There are s0 many people that have
helped with our building problems this
month that I hardly know where to begin If 1
have left someone out please forgive me.
Thanks to Leo & Miki Knudson, Dave Swint,
Werner & Joanne Karlson, Marilyn & Teny
Lee, Kathy McBride, Jay Hatfield and I'm sure
others. We are truly blessed by our
volunteers. Concrete work has begun outside
and a cover overthe stairs is partiallycomplete.
On a happler note-OCCHSYs Board of
Directors entertained a group of Ute Indian
elders In September. Member John Anderson
was working with the Utes to identify
culturally modified trees in the Black Forest
area during thelr spititual retreat He asks us
to host them for lunch before they went to
shop and visit the Garden of the Gods. It was
great fun. Tom Daniels had prepared a poster
board with pictures of thelr ancestors
attending the last Shan Kive in Garden ofthe
Crods, 100 years ago. The Utes had seen the
pictures but had no identifying mames on the
plctures—-we did. The elders were thrilled to
see who was who among thelir long dead
ancestors and took the poster back to the
reservation.
Looking forward to sun! Sharon

Sharon Swint

October prograni:
RANGER DAVE'S COLORADO TRAIL BAC
PHOTOS and MUSIC

oro and 2017, Ra.nger Dave (Dave van Manen) backp kod
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Treasurer's Report
Flooding and Funding
Suzanne Schorsch

Last Friday at our program, one of our
newer members came up to me and
commented that he had read about our
bullding repalrs that needed to be done. He
was surprised that we needed to raise funds
to get it completed. He read the Newsletter's
Treasurer's Keport each month and thoughit
we had lots of money, if fact six fipures. What
he did not realize is how the money we have
can or can't be spent and how long it took to
save that money.

For example, we have $16,505 In savings;
$2,630 of It i designated funds. “When a
person gives money to the Historical Socliety
and designates how they want it spent, it is
marked as designated and can only be spent
for that purpose. That leaves %13035 In
genetral savings., Savings Is money we save for
emergencies and it has taken the Soclety
many years to raise that money (saving is
money left over at the end of the year made
during the year for operations, Le. cookie
money, book sales, memberships, events
etc.). The “emergency’ cracks In our
basement that allow water to enter has cost
us almost 5,000 to date and more is to come.
We could In fact, wipe out our general
savings in one emergency. Thus, when a local
business heard about our flooding basement
and offered us a gift of $2,000 if we could
have the funds matched, we Jumped at the
lite line.

Our Endowment fund is $104,268.30 and
Is made up of funds that have been given to
OCCHS and deslgnated for Endowment, Life
Memberships, bequests and memeorial gifis
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given on the behalf of loved ones. 'This
account is not to be spent, but saved. The
goal of this fund is to one day be large
enough so0 that OCCHS can spend the
Interest on general operating costs (allowing
us more time to teach and preserve history
and less time selling cookies etc). Our
operating costs are around $20,000 a year to
keep the lights on, heat on, bullding secure
and insured. It will take a large Endowment
fund to cover operating but it is a goal we
must work toward to make sure that we have
a sound future.

We keep $20,000 In our Greneral Account,
one year ahead on operating. We do this
because the first six months of the year we do
not have fund ralsing events, yet the building
must be maintained. We also keep this
amount in the ready in case we have a turn
in the economy or one of our fund raising
evenis does not bring in the money needed.
Case [n point, we did not plan on all the rain
that made us cancel the Cemetery Crawl this
year ot the fires that have kept many tourists
away, yvet we still count that these things to
bringing in revenue toward our operating
costs. This year at the end of August we are
in the “red” or short $187.04 In operating
revenues for the yeat.

The Cood News

We have received manydonations that are
adding up so we hope to also receive the full
$2,000 In matching funds. I will give a full
report on this fundraising next month to
thank those people who have helped us out,
including one non-member who donated a
de-humidifier for down stairs, donations
from two states outside ofColorado who read
the Wesiside Pioneer and many volunteer
hours with a mop and cleaning supplies.
Let's look forward to the Good News.

'The Old Colorado City Historical Society's Board of Directors meets regularly on the
third Monday of the month at 1:00 P.M. at the
Old Colorado City History Center, unless otherwise announced.
Interested visitors are always welcome at the Board meetings.

The next Board meeting will be Monday, October 21
at 1:00 FM. at the Old Colorado City History Center
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Friday, October 11
TT.00 AM.
{Doors open at 10:30)

Friday, November §
1100 AM.
{Doors open at 10:30)

Saturday, November 30
200 - 400 PI.

October / November Calendar

Propram: RANY ail F
Music presented b}r Da_ve Va_n Ma.nen "Ihis pmgra.m oﬁiers [-Iistor}r

of the Colorado Trail, a slideshow of porgeous scenery; hiking stories
fiom the trall's 486 miles,, and live music by RBanper Dave, performing
some of the sonps he kept himself company with on the many solo
miles of the ek OCCHS Members FREE Non-members Sg.00

Propram: - Learn about
Colorado% wine Industry and crops and how they are now sold
internatonally. Door prize--bottdes of wine.

OCCHS Members FREE Non-members $5.00

Trsifng Historw Coforado Cfiv Candv Maiiing -Acelebration ofthe
Pikes Peak Library District's release of the reprint of Candv AdaXears’

Adan usf for the Household (Orginally published in Colorado Clty
In 1905} as part of PPLD%s Regional History Series, with printing
sponsored by the 0ld Colorado City Historlcal Soclety. The
celebratfon wiff Feature:

Candy making demonstratfons! Hands-on chiffdren’s acthidifes!

The book will be avallable with a 15% discount at the event

Old Colorado Cily Hislory Cenler
1 8 z24th Street Colorado Springs, CO 8agoy ~ (719) 636- 1225 - Attp//www.occhs.org

Musewnm Hours: Thurs, thiu Sat 11 — 4 Free Admissionn Deonations greatly appre ciated.




