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Skiing on Pikes Peak during and after World War 11

By The Don Gang (Don Sanborn, Don Kallaus, and Don Ellis)

Pikes Peak 5ki Club (Glen Cove during WWII)

With the advent of Word War I, recreational skiing effectively came to a halt Most voung people
were joining in the war effort and pas rations kept others from being able to drive to the ski area.
However, the Glen Cove ski area was able to keep open to an extent. The ski area was turmned over to
Camp Carsonand Peterson Field for their use as part of their recreation and physical fitness program
in 19413 The enginecis at Peterson Field took on the responsibility of keeping the road cleared to the
ski area; and Col. Blunt of Camp Carson made arrangements for ttucks to trans port Gl up the
mountain each weekend. Tt cost Gl 25 cents per day for use of the tow and rental of ski equipment.
A hot lunch and refreshments were available for purchase ata nominal fze The area served military
men and women of Peterson Field, Camp Carson, and Second Army Air Force Headquarters, as well
ar naval and marine students of Colorado College.

In 1 944 the first all military ski meet in history was held. The meet was sponsored by the Colorado
Springs Junior Chamber of Commerce and brought competitors from several military installations
including Camp Carson, Peterson Field, Camp Hale, and others.

The Signal Company of the 104th Division strung telephone wires from the top of the ski run to
the finigh line to aid in timing the race. Camp Hale™s Toni Matt was crowned "Ski King® after taking
top honots in the combined downhill and slalom races. The top nine places were taken by Camp
Hale men. Camp Hale
near Leadville was the
training facility for the
famous 1oth Mountain
Division whose soldiers
included many men
who later became post

Featuring the Photography of Glenn W. Murray war ski ind ustry leaders.

o~ Life Magarine and the

- - . Aesociated Press were

A Fundraiser for the Old Colorado City History Center | . . hdance to record
Sponsored by Pikes Peak Regional Building Department the first military meet
Has been re-scheduled to: for the rest of the

Friday May 30, 2014 o po o e

Opening 5:00 P.M. Under management
The “Atrium” at Pikes Peak Regional Development Center | of the Forest Service

2880 International Circle, Colorado Springs, Colorado

Continued on Pace 3
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Old Colorado City Historical Society
‘Preserving the pasifor the fidure’

1 3outh 24 th Street, Colomdo 3prings, OO Bogo4-3370
hiEgh wmL oochs. oty [F1g)626-122%
ViEsT Vi0RD
FUBLISHED TEW TIMES A YEAR
The Qid Colorade City Historkeal Soclety
ANOMNFROFIT CORPORATION
@20r 4 OCOCHS

SUENIESTONS CAN BE DELIVERED O R MAILED T:
WEST WORD Editor /o OCCHS
I 5outh z4th Sireet
Colorado 5 pringa, CO Sogog-3310
or Don Fllis - splde marort@ e [syE net
SUENISSION DEADLIME 13 THE 1 5th OF EACH MOMNTH

MISSION
Bevieed Anauet zo 12

The Od Covorado City Hisforical Soclely (5 8 nonomilt woiunieer
orgpnizarton gstabiished o recognize e hitories! signitcance and
unigue cudtune of oigne’ O3 Colorado Cityand early £l Faso Couniy:
which fnciudes the pressnr and iU hisiory of fodlys greater
Westside nelghborfiood

This ormnization perperuates the presersation and display of
artimres and amchial marenals, encoumEge ment of eseanh, educaton
o the chiidnen and e community, through fie membershio and the
aperation ofthe OVd Cojorado City HistoryCenerar 1 fouthag t Sireet,
Covorado Springs, Colosdo

MEMEFRSHIPS
Memberships are welcome at ary tlooe. Membership
renewals are due on the annbversary date of the Indilal
membership. Members recetve the Wesf Word newsletier,
discounits, local meetlngs and programs.
Annual membership dassifications are:
Student $rg

Individual % 23
Family $ 35

Funds ffom a Lifedme membeship are Diared into an Endowrrent
Fund o e wed only for progacss approved Dy reo-thinds of the
memberhin Only the Inferast atll De twed or cument expenses. e
welrome giifs o this rund, which will De credited fo the donor oras a
memorial

Buslness $ =5

Lifetine $z50

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Co-President  Betty Baker 030-1225
Co-President  Fathy McBride 030-1225
vice President Joanne Karlson A7 §=257 4
Secreary Brian Copeland 05 4=-551=3077
Treaswrer Surzanne Schorsch  337-1780
Bev Disch 036-1225

Sandy Hanzlian 036-1225

MEETING:S
OCCHS hMonthly hMesiing & Frogram b held at 11 ALL on the
accond Friday of each month, except during June, July, and
Aupuat The History Center opens at 10:30 AM. on the day of
the mwee ting for refres hments and v itatlon Everyone welcome.

WELCOME TO OCCHS!
~ NEW & RENEWING
MEMBERS

Anna Ahem

Rosemary Anli

Charease L. Bobo

Raymond and Joan Buday
Steve Daiple

Tom Dickenson

Shirley Deal and Dean Fwing
Dorothy Farthing

John & Chrysandra Fontenos
Nancy Fortuin

M.B. Gustafkon

Toni Hamill

Don & Karen Rhodes Hanlon
Paul & Donna Kahrs

Anna and Gary Litchenberg
Gene & Mary Martin

Elaine McFarand Radney
Don Sanborn

Rosemary Schevering
Barbam T. Scott

Linda 1. Smith

Flaine Ritchie Sommers
Swint Realty Company, LLC
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Skiineg from Face 1

and the Colorado State Highway System the Pikes
Peak Highway slowly fell into disrepair due to a
lack of funds. Tt became so bad that the Forest
Service was ready o close and abandon it On
June 7, 1048, concerned that closing the Highway
would severely hurt the touwrism industry in the
region, the City of Colorado Springg leasaed the
Highway fiom the Forest Service and made it a
toll road. Tolls helped pay for upkeep and
improvements of the Highway This now meant
that any skiing activities would be at the behest
of the City, which would be responsible for
keeping the Highway open to the ski area and
keeping skiers safe on their journey to and ffom
the ski slopes.

Local ski orpanizers, including Don Lawrie
{the new Pikes Peak Highway Administrator),
Hans Wagner, Leon Wilmot, and Pop Sorensen,
decided to look for a less windy location for the
Pikes Peak ski area. With the use of an Army
Weasel (a light, tracked transport wehicle for
camrying commando troops across snowand over
difficult terrain), they scouted the mountain sides . B
around the North side of Pikes Peak and settled Soldiers skiing at Glen Cove
on a North facing slope below Elk Park and approximately three quarters of a mile below Glen Cowve,
The runs at the new "Elk Park Winter Sports Area” were initially cleared by the Pikes Peak Highway
road crew when the crew could take time away fiom their normmal duties. The work was finished by
Don Lawrie, John Armetrong, and Willis Armstrong with the aid of volunteers including Colorado
College studentE and Fort Carson personnel Don Lawrie and the Anmstrongs spent most s wmer
weekends working at the new area and sleeping in sleeping bags under a tree on Satwrday nighis. An
old CCC building was moved to the base of the new area to act as a warming house; and kitchen
facilities were cons tructed.

The Pikes Peak 5ki Club tumed its Glen Cove rope tows ower to the City of Colorado Springe for
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2nd Annual Used Book and Treasure Sale
(this year with collectibles)

April 26 & 27

11:00 AM. - 4:00 PM.

Old Colorado City History Center
1 S 24th. Street Colorado Springs, CO 80gog ~ (719) 636-122%
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us< at the Elk Park area; and, with the assistance of the
Junior Chamber of Commerce, the tows were
installed to serve the new ski runs, The total length of
all three tows was 2,400 fect

Orpanizers tried severl approaches to financing a
modern chair lift to replace/augment the less
desirable rope tows but were ultimately unsuccessful
In July of 1048 they tried to find a way for the City to
payfor a lift directly, but found there was no legal wvay
to do it They then attempted to implement a plan
whereby the Chamber of Commerce would put up
%1 20,000 for the lift and the City would then lease it
from the Chamber and ultimately pay the Chamber
back Tt appears that the azette Telegraph petting
wind of the plan, scutiled the deal In a third attempt

“Wiain® st Ell Park Ski Area, March 1949 in 1948, they placed a bond issue on the City ballot

that would have provided %1 75,000 for improvemenis
to the Flk Park 5ki Area. The citizens of Colorado Springs voted down the bond issue. Howard Yates,
prasident of the Chamber; Chase Stone, V-P of First National Bank of Colorado Springs; and Senator
Fdwin C. Johnson made a case with the Washingion Agriculture Secretary, Charles F. Brannon, for
using $zoo.000 from revenues received fiom the Pikes Peak Hiphway tolls for use on a ski lift. This
request was ultimately denied.

The Flk Park area seemed to limp along with itse antiquated rope tows and recurring poor snoOw
conditions for the next few vears. In 1950 Don Lawrie stated: "The days of rope tows are over -
antiquated as horse and bupgies. Skiets want modem chair lifis and the like, and would drive an extra
100 miles or 5o for them. They also want suitable chalets or some like place nearby.” Though it
appeats there was some limited skiing fiom 1950 to 1954, the Garette Telegraph stated in its March
& 1654 edition: "Pikes Peak to open on Sunday, March 7, 1954 for first time in five years at Flk Park
area.” City Council had authorized skiing at the Elk Park area when there was sufficient snow. The
highway charpe was $1.00 per perron which included the rope tow fee

A new non-profit Pikes Peak Ski Corporation (PPSC) was orpanized and incorporated on
November 10, 1054 with the purpose of "assuming the forestry service permit to the Glen Cove
Winter Sports Area and to improve the facilities there for the benefit of the skiers in the Pikes Peak
region and visitors thereto.” The term "Glen Cove Spors Area” was either a lepacy name or aptly
covered the larger area fiom Flk Park 5ki Area up to 16 mile The articles of Incorporation called for
authorized capital stock of 550,000 of which %1 5,000 in shares of 3100 par value were offered to the
public. Farly investors included: ] D Ackerman, Willis F. Armstrong, B FE Fdwards, Patrick T
Fitzgermald, Robert W. Hend ee, Morton MeGinley, Robert Mendenhall, Joseph A Reich, Bend Ritchey,
H. Chage Stone, and Claude 5. Thompeon. Willis Armstrong was the President of the corporation.

With finds mired from the stock offering, PPSC
ordered one of the firet Poma lifis in the state to be
installed on the Main ski run. This Poma lift pulled
a skier up the hill by means of'a disc or platter which
was linked to a moving overhead cable by a spring-
loaded pole. The pole was placed between the
skier's legs so that the platter was behind the skier.

Once again, mention was made of plans to install
a mile long chair lift to the top of Flk Mountain. And,
once again, it didn't happen.

Willis Armstrong took responegibility for keeping
the Poma lift operating. His Master's Depree in
Physics apparently held him in pood stead in that
regard. In support of the Ski Club, Willis, who
wortked for Colorado Springs National Bank, often
left work at noon on Friday to spend the night at the
skiarea in his sleeping bag so that he could prepare

Ell: Park Ski Area from parking lot, April 19499
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the ski lift for operational by 8§ am on Saturday morning,
It's been observed that he may well have been the only
bank executive in the US. who could splice wire cable.
5ki races were revived in 1958 by the Sno-Jets Ski
Club with assistance from the JTaycees and the Pikes Peak
5ki Club. Buddy Werner of Steamboat Springs won the
race and became the first name on the new Skimeister
tophy. Winner of the women's race was Carol Izett A
new unclassified contest between Ski Club teanms was
held and turned out to be the larpest unclassified race
ever held in Colorado. The winner was the host Sno-Jet
S5ki Club. With pood snow conditions, ski racing

continued for a number of yvears. But, in the winter of
196364 the races were canceled due toa lack of snow (as Don Lawre and Mary Sargnsen, 1949
mentioned before, a recurring issue on Pikes Peak).

Acsecond s mall Poma lift was added on the bepinner's hill; and the area operated with little chanpe
from around 1g60 through 1980, except for the 1966/67 season when it was closed due, once again,
to, vou guessed it, lack of snow. Limited snow making equipment was installed in 1068 to allow the
gki school to open earlier in the vear. Uphill capacity was provided by the two Poma lifis, one rope
tow and a ski truck The ski truck fermried skiers up the road to access the Little Down Mouniin Trail
running from Glen Cove Lodge to the ski area, the Elk Park Tril, or so-called Racing Trail, running
from the top of Elk Mountain down to the sgki area and the "Expert's” Racing Thil from 16 mile to Glen
Cowve. In 1964 Dick Holliday headed the 25 member ski patrol. Mr. and Mrs. Sam Bleam operated the
lodpe Ski tickets were $2.75 per dayand the toll gate charped 5o cents fhradulis and 25 cents for kide.

In 1976 the Pikes Peak 5ki Corp redeemed all outstanding preferred stock by paying sharcholders
%100 pershare and a %4 dividend per share. Shareholders were also given a life-time ski pass for use
as long as the skiarea was operated by the Pikes Peak Ski Corporation. In 1977 plans for an expansion
and a chair lift were once again proposed. William Moore had taken over the lease with the Forest
Service and submitted plans for approval. Tt was pro jected to cost $i3 million for the expans ion which
wiould include a new lodge, a 4500 oot chaidift to the top of Elk Park Knoll, snowmaking equipment
and expanded parking Under the plan, the new improved ski area would be open four days a week
as opposed to the historical weekend operation. In 1980/81 owners began working on the upprade in
eamest Fxpansions were begun The paiking lot was expanded and a new Poma chaidift was
pwrchased and installed. The new Poma lift provided access to higher terrain. However, immediately
after installation the area had a poor year with spamse snow and poor attendance. With the new lift
gerving higher temain, high winds
plagued the ski operations (the reason the
lower area was deweloped in the first
place). In 1983 the Pikes Peak Ski Corp
raiged $1.8 million in a stock sale to pay
interest fora %5 million industrial revenue
bond they had proposed to finance
further expansion. However, in mid-1 983
Congress prohibited the wse of bond
money for recreational developments.
When theycouldn't laise additional funds
required to finish the expansion project
and they weren't making enough money
to repay existing loans, the ski area had to
close after the 1083/84 season. They owed
Poma Corp of America $700,000 for the
chair lift thevd installed. Poma paid the
taxes long enough to keep the assets fiom
being sold at tax sale so that Poma could
repossass the chair lift,

MNew Dorma chaldlift, 19853
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Holiday Hills

TIi's worth mentioning that, aside from
the historical thread of ski activity starting
with Silver Spruce 5ki Club, transitioning to
the Pikes Peak 5ki Club and eventually the
Pikes Peak 5ki Corporation, another ski
operation was formed and operated
between Fdlowe and Catamount Holiday
Hills was started by Harlan and Kay Nimrod.
The Nimrods moved tothe areain 1959 and
started a subdivision named Holiday Hills.
In 1962/63, Harlan started a ski area on his
property for his two sons and later opened
it to the public on the weekends. The ski
area operated until 197z and often had 4o00-
qoo skier visits per weekend. Holiday Hills
had a contract with the Air Force Academy
to run a ski school for cadets. With a J-Bar,
three rope tows, nine runs and an A-fiame
house from which hot dogs and chili were
gold, the ski area provided a nice familyvarea
for those wishing to learn how to ski. The
Nimwrod's three children worked at the ski
area, with the two boys operating the ski lifts
and the daughter helping sell food and
tickets ingide. Ric Hemmann alzo helped run
the tow ropes. A tow ticket in 1965 was $3
per day; and the area was open fom o am
to 440 pm. The Nimrods closed Holiday
Hills after their sons had grown and left
home. The high cost of inswance and
inconsistent snow also fctored into the
decision to close.

Continued unorganized skiing

With the demise of the FIk Park Ski Area,
gkiing on Pikes Peak retumed to it rooits
with skiers taking advantage of the spring
skiing opportunities accessible via the road.
On spring daw and when there's sufficient
senow, one can still find a number of skicts
hitchhiking orsharing a common truck and
driver to get from the roadride just above
Glen Covwe up to Sixteen Mile or Devils
Plavpround to ski The Bowl, The Three Litle
Pigs, The Chimney, and The Chute (Litie
Italyl. Some of these have been declared
"lepally insane" on a level of difficulty scale,
Even more adventurous skiers can be found
gkiing chutes on the North face of the
mountain fom the summit of Pikes Peak,
an exercise that then requires a long hike
back out of the Bottomless Pit (not to be
confused with the money spent on the
Pikes Peak Ski Area prior to its demise)!

WesT Worn
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SKki Gear

In Colorado, Norwegian immipgrant Thor
Groswold made many of the skis used in the
19305, Fady skis were made of wood with no
metal edges. Asimple leather strap over the oot or
a metal toe plate with a leather strap around the
heel were used to affix the ski to the skier's foot
Later metal edges were screwed onto the ski and
provided better control Ski bindings progressed
through spring loaded cables around the heel and
toe pieces that could release to the sides. Farly ski
poles were made of bamboo with leather handles
and "baskets” made of smaller bamboo loops
affixed to the base of the pole with leather straps.
More durable metal loops were used for baskets
and eventually the entire pole was made fom
aluminum with plastic baskets and grips.

A the only member of the Pikes Peak 5ki Club
with a store fiont, Don Lawrie was encowaged by
other club members to turn his clock and welry
store into aski equipment, clock and jewelry store.
Thus was born the first ski shop in Colomado
Springs. The 5ki Shack at zo6 N. Tejon opened in
1938, Don carried a wide range of ski equipment,
clothing and accessories including: Groswold s kis
($5%22 a pair), 5t Croix Jackets ($5.25-5712.50), A
Sandler Co ski boots ($5.50-%10.50 a pain),
MNorthland bindings ($4.50-%7.50), Hirsh-Weis ski
pants ($8.50-%1 6.00), Sun Valley ski pants ($10.25-
$1 3.50), Siegmund Werner, Inc. ski poles (57.25).

With the advent of Word War II, skiing and the
clock and jewelry business drhed up. Don closed
up shop and was asked to start the Post Exchanpe
at Camp Camwon Dwing and after the war he
continued to ski but never went back to the ski
shop business.

Opening in 1052, The 5ki Shop, still in business
at 1 422 South Tejon, filled the void and need for a
locally owned gki shop in Colorado Springs after
the war. They carried a larper selection of ki gear
than was nomally available at some of the general
sporting poods stores.

......
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President’s Letter - April

What a wonderful start to this vear! We've
had exciting speakers, upgrades in the
building’s archival area, new ideas for
fundrairing, and new members.

There is even more to come with changing
exhibits, newly created displays, and areas re-
amangad to accommeodate the ever-increasing
attendance at our Friday programs. (Thank
yvou to Sandy Hanzlian for ompanizing the
outstanding presentations.) We apologize for
having to tum away interested persons, but
we've been filled to standing room only
capacity.

The maintenance committee is up and
running making repairs after last vear's flood.
Thank vou to evervone who donated much
needed funde so these repailrr could be
completed.

The shop that previously printed West Word
hag closed. A new one has been found at an
affordable cost Mailings will continue for the
time being, but the Board is researching the
possibility of e-mailing the newsletter in the
future.

The Historical Society has been awarded a
C AP grant from Colorado Historic Preservation.
Colorado museum professionals will agsess our
building and the collections to give us
recommendations for projects and actions.
This is the first step toward qualifyving for
additional prants. Thanks to the committee for
their efforts in securing this grant

Volunteers are needed and welcome in all
areas of the society Consider being an active
member. Bring your new ideas.

We're looking forward to a great and
productive summer. Take a look at yvour West
Word There is a section each month telling vou
about every presentation. Know the history of
Old Colorado City and its historic time period.

Bettyand Kathy

WesT Worn
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Treasurer's Report April 2014

Last month T gave you the compleate year
end report of zorj, how ow money was
received and spent As always, the first few
months ofthe year operations of OCCHS run in
the "red” till we enter owr fundrairing period
thatstaris in the summer. Fach vear we have a
reserve” set aside so that we can pay our
expenses until that fundraising time.

S50 instead of talking numbers, T want to talk
about something that is worth more. Another
unsung HERO of OCCHS, that of Sandy
Hanzlian Sandy serves on the Board in the
capacity of our Programes Director. 5he is the
person who keeps her nose to the grindstone
all vear, attending meetings around the state,
talking to other orpanizations, attending book
releages, etc., etc, etc. and FOR ONE PURPOSE.
Sandyis the person who is in charge of finding
the monthly programes that members and non-
membergs alike enjoy attending, 5She is assisted
by Kay Atteberry (Yes the same Kay that brings
vou the goody table during our monthly
meetings AND processes the bulk mailing of
our news letter).

These two ladies are the front runners in
getting new members. Fach month that our
programes are adwvertised to the public non-
members come to us because they want to see
the propram. It only takes a couple "excellent”
programes and they become members™ Six new
members have joined from the last couple
programs.

Next time you see cither of these ladies,
thank them for all the work they do.

Respectfully,

Surzanne Schorwch
Treas urer

'The Old Colorado City Historical Society's Board of Directors meets regularly on the
third Monday of the month at 1:00 P.M. at the
0Old Colorado City History Center, unless otherwise announced.
Interested visitors are always welcome at the Board meetings.

The next Board meeting will be Monday, April 21
at 1:00 FM. at the Old Colorado City History Center
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April Calendar
Friday, April 11 Program: “Baseball in Colorado Springs” Presented
11:00 AM. by Roger P. Hadix, author ofa book by the same name,

11:00 AM. - 4200 PM
Sunday, April 27
11:00 AM. - 4:00 PM

Old Colorado Cily Hislory Cenler

baseball histordan who plays in the Labor Day Old
Tyme Baseball game at Rockledge Ranch each year.
‘The program cowvers History of Baseball played in
Pikes Peak Region 1874 - Present day and includes
both non professional and professional baseball
OCCHS Members FREE. Non-members $5.00

Saturday, April 26 Old Colorado City Historical Society
Used Book and Treasure Sale

7 8 z24th Steet Colorado Springs, CO 8agoy ~ (719) 636- 1225 - Attp//www.occhs.org

Musewnm Hours: Thurs, thru Sat 11 — =z Free Admission Deonations greatly appre ciated.




