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Woodrow L. Ralston — Westsider

by Tom Daniels

Not often do vou pet to meet someone as
special as “Woody" Ralston. T had that privilepe
in the 1980's when Woody and T were in the
same mailroad club topether. Woody had spent
hiz entire adult life in Colorado and always had
a neat story to t2ll us at each monthly meeting,

Woody's life began on June 18, 1915, in his
grandfathers farmhouse just outside of Norton,
Kansas. Norton is eleven miles south of the
Nebraska state line on the old Rock Island
railroad main line from Chicago to Colorado.
Woody's father, Hamy, was born in 1870, and was
a native of Chicago. He was in the excavating
business and eventually moved to Norton where
he met his future wife Rosa. Wood y was raisad in
Norton until he was about five vears old when
the whole fimily picked up their belongings and
moved to Colormdo around the 1920-21 time
firame, Their first home was in Colorado City (by
then Colorado Springs) at 201 5 W. Bijou Street.

Harrv's excavating business pgot him
interested in collecting prehistoric bones and
foesils and it was said that he had enough
varieties to open a museum. Harry also enjoyed
dressing up in old fashioned costumes and
entertained in most of the early parades and
rodeos in Colorado Springs.

Woody attended several schools in Colorado
Springs and started working jpbs by his late
‘teens. His first job was for the 5Saddle Horse
Stables in Manitou Springs as a trail puide. He

then did a stint at the Modern Woodmen of
America sanatordum. Because he grew up on the
Rock Island mainline in Kansas, he greatly
ad mired trains and landed a job on the Midland
Temninal Railroad in 1939 at the ape of twenty-
four. He worked as a track laborer in the Cascade
arca. In the next thirtyseven vyears, Woody
would have jobe with the Rio GGrande, the Rock
Island, the MManitou & Pikes Peak the Colorado &
Wyoming as well as at least seven other non-
railroad jobs. In those days, before computers

T

Woody on horseback at the Saddle Horse
Slables in Manitow Sonings

Contnced ot Fage 3

Museum and Bookstore Hours
Tuesday through Saturday 11:00 AM. - 4:00 PM.
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Old Calorado City Historical Society
‘Preserving the pasifor the fidure’

1 3ouith 24 th Street, Colomdo 3prings, OO0 Bogo4-3370
hEgi wmmLoochs. oty [F1g)62a6-122%
YViEsT YIORD
FUBLISHED TEW TIMES A YEAR
The 0id Colorade City Historkeal Soclety
ANOMNFROFIT CORPORATION
@z2or4 QCOCHS

SUENIESTONS CAN BE DELIVERED O R MAILED Ti:
WEST WORD Editor /o OCCHS
I 5outh z4th Sireet
Colorado 5 pringa, CO Sogog4-3310
or Don FllIs - splde raort@ e [5ys net
SUENISSION DEADLIME 13 THE 1 5th OF EACH MOMNTH

MISSION
Bevieed Anauet zo 12

The O Codorado City Hisforical Soclely (5 8 nonpomilt woiunieer
orgpnizaron gstabiished o ecognize e hitories! signitcance and
unigue cudtune of oigna’ O3 Colorado Cityand early £l Faso Couniy
which fnciudes the pressnr and iU hisiory of fodlys grearer
Westside nelghborfiood

This ormnization perperuates the presersation and display of
artimres and amchisal marenals, encoumEgement of eseanh, educaton
o the chiidnen and e community, through fie membershio and the
aperation ofthe OVd Cojorado City FistoryCenterat 1 fouthag t Simeet,
Codorado Springs, Colosdo

MEMEFRSHIPS
Memberships are welconne at ary tlooe. Membership
renewals are due on the anntversary date of the Indilal
membership. Members recetve the Wesf Word newsletier,
discouits, local meetlngs and programs.
Annual membership dassifications are:

Student $rg

Buslness $ =g
Indbvidual $zz
Famil 4 35 Lifetine Szg50

Funds ffom a Lifetdme membeship are Diared into an Endowrrent
Fund o e wed only tor progacss approved Dy reo-thinds of the
membershin Only the Inferast ot De twed or cument expenses. e
welrome giifs o this rund, which will De credited fo the donor oras a
memorial

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Co-President  Betty Baker 030-1225
Co-President  Fathy McBride 030-1225
vice President Joanne Karlson 47 §=257 4
Secretary Brian Copeland 05 4=-551=-3077
Treaswrer Suranne Schorsch  337-1780
Bev Disch 036-1225
Sandy Hanzlian 036-1225
MEETINGS

OCCHS hMonthly hMesiing & Program b held at 11 ALL on the
sccond Friday of each month, except during June, July, and
Aupuat The History Center opens at 10:30 AM. on the day of
the mwee ting for refres hments and v itatlon Everyone welcome.

WELCOME TO OCCHS!
NEW & RENEWING

MEMBERS

MMyma Boecher

Sam Fosdick

Louise Fosdick

Celina Henry

Amanda Hlavack

Panmy & Fllen Johnson-Fay
Arlene Tanman

John & Sally McGraw
David & Lynne Murray
Donna Phinizy

John & Lynn Rowsey
Carolyn and David Schell

Barbara Sweat

Mr/Mis John FE.Timberlake TII
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Woody and Fosa at the Madern Woodrren of
Arrenca Sanitanum

and time clocks, neady evervone kept their own
time books. Woody filled up three of them in his
lifetime and kept them until his death.

Woody's father died in 1043 affer a short
iliness. He was buried in Fairview Cemetery on
the Westside. At the same time, Woody got a job
with the Rio Grande as a fireman out of the
Pueblo area. 50 Woody and his mother Rosa
bought a home and mowed to Pueblo at 2500 N.
Court 5t

Woody's mother Rosa died in 1968, and was
buried next to her husband in Fairview. Woody
had bought two plots next to his father's prave so
he and his parents would all rest in the same
place.

Woody still lived in Pueblo as he had now
become the Building Service Supervisor for
Pueblo Collepe where he worked until his
retirement in 1076,

WesT Worn

Woody and his meintenance car at the
Modern Woodmen af Arerca Sanitarium
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Woody traveled to Colorado Springs with his
fiiend Al Knicklebine once a month to attend
meetings of the Colorade Midland Chapter of
the National Railway Historical Society, which is
where many of the areas’ railfans first heard of
Woody.

In the 1900’s, Woody was forced out of his
Couwnt 5t home as CDO'T needed to widen I-z5 in
that area. He moved back to Colorado Springg,
but his whereabouts were largely unknown
Some said they thought he was living in Manitou
Springs hotels and apantments, but weren't sure.
Woody died on May 7, zo07, after having been in
one of the nurking homes on Fountain Blvd. in
Colorado Springs.

Silver Key was in charpe of Woody's estate. He
was buried in Fairview next to his mother and
father. which were mostly

Hiz belongings,

Woody at Central City

railroad books and pictures he had collected
over the yvears were given to Joe Emmons, one of
Woody's closest friends. Most of these items were
donated by Joe to the Colorado Railroad
Museum in Golden, CO. Woody's pemrsonal items
were donated to myself to be stored in the
QCCHS Archives (time book summaries, family
pictures, etc..)

In addition, when Woody was still alive, he
made several donations to the OCCHS which
included locations of Colorado City businesses
prior to 1070 and employees names of the
Midland Temminal Railroad. OCCHS Aschives
aleo has a cassette tape of an interview between
Dave Huphes and Woody discussing memories
of the Westkide. All of these materials are on file
in the archives department of OCCHS.

Those of vou who were fortunate enough to
have known Woody will remember what a fun
guy he was.
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MOVIES CACK FOR TUESDAY NICHTS IN JULY

Tuesday Nights in July this summer will once again féature movies that are
associated with Colorade. In order to qualify, the movie either had to be filmed in
Colorado Springs or Colorado, or was about a historical fioure who lived in our
state. Three movies have been selected and will be showrr on Julv rst, July rsth
and Julv 2¢th There is a itwo week pause between each movie to give the
volunteers who help at the showings a longer break between films. Once again, we
are limited to fifly seats per showing but all seats this vear are padded and no
program will Iast over two hours.

HOWARD HUGHES July 13th at 7 Pv

FRERENTS

Cne Minute to fero

. a 1952 film with Robert Mitchum, Ann Blyth and William
Tallman. RKO pictures wanted fo show -‘.f'r..—’.' American peopie
wihar the Korean War was all about as it was actually going
on. Limekiln Valk v at Camp Carson mc}w Fort Carson) was
chosen as it resembled H’“fm A run 1Way was consin ucted ana
faux rice p:;cmm were buift and much of the action took place
n this area Just east of Colorado Hiway 115 Newsree
footage of the actual war was inserted in key scenes so ou
got the feel of seeing the real war. The stars were here foi
fhe six week shooting schedule and the World Premiere was
held at the Chier Theater on August 12th, 1852 Sixiv- *w”
years later (in 2014, ) if you know ww..ﬂ.r..—’: fo fook, you can stif;
see H‘E‘ outlines of the runway and rice paddies in the valey.

Ve If show you more ar e movi.
* EDMUND GRAINGER = The movies, as usual, are fiee. We do ask a
HUBEHT H"’EH“M donation for the refteshments which include
ANN BLYTH popcomm, candy and soft drinks. Tickets for the
refreshments will be available June zrd, at the
::ﬁ'ﬁ;‘;" ;ﬁém bookstore or by phone (719) 636-1225. A ticket
ARCARE] ﬂ'“m an is required for admission as we have fo keep
inn the audience down to fifty patrons. We hope fo
. . see you at Tuesday Nights in July.
tnoicd iy TNY SARNETT = wotim iy NORTON FOIRE ot WILLAN WEETIR RIS
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July Ist at ' F Pa

The Lawyer

: : . a 1870 film that was filimed in Colorado Springs. It stars
H‘ﬂg‘;}tﬁﬁzﬁgﬁﬂgﬁﬂémml Barry N wman, Harold Gould and Robert Colbert Loosely
A hig playboy for alover. based on the famous Sam Sheppard murder trial, it has
A heautiful home. f..ﬂ:eu courtroom drama . Tmﬂ director made good use ot

Colbrado Springs focations and you will see many of them
:,_ru they appeared in 1970 L“‘E's es were also .".".-'ﬁ”f'c?'J:‘ rhe
Banning-Lewis Ranch and Lamﬂ GO The old El Faso
Lw..y jatl was even Js.:—m' and was changed (for the movie)
1o the El Palo County jail with the substitution of one letter.
Because of the reenaciments of the murder scene, this
movie was mm' Iy rated R in theaters. Today, forty-Tour
years later, it would probably be down-rated o a PG
movie, but we'll warn you anyway.

ﬁﬁ'ﬁ%ﬁ% LAWYER

exy HEW AN
wanJULD mMJJ}J'-'lUﬁ s | 2 s (1 BFRT

o By SR AU vl L] T P by BLIE 1K Mol S MRTIE B RITOIR

== NHUSmA R Pt

- RORY CALKOUN - WALTER BRENNAN <5555 saSALE s BASSLR

July 29th at F EmM

A Ticket to Tomahawk

. a 1850 movie W.JJ'JJJ.-; ..E‘y‘ Am...ﬂ Baxter and Rory Calhoun. The Tomahawk & Westem Railroao
can win a franchise ff 1t reaches it's destination by a ceriain date. Buft, ife sia Jecmmmmanyme
everything in it's power o see that it does o I happen. This film would be best described as a
musical-comedy w..ﬂ lernandits alotorfun Filmed on both the Denver & Rio Grande and Rio Grande
Southern narrow gauge fines in wesiern Colorado. One song and dance number inclides Dan Dailey
Ju ¢ Marilyn Monroe in her fourth mo L'“E' And it you're Licky, vou might spot ane well known former
Colorado Springs resident as an extra in the fiim.
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Old Colorado City Historical Society

Children's Reading Day

with Colorado Children's Authors
Saturday, June 14th 11 AM. to 4 PM.

Come meet § children’s authors and hear them read throughout
the day. This children’s reading day is one where children can
learn to LOVE reading by interacting with the authors,
parﬂc:paﬂngm the story and seeing books come alive/

Authors Sally Burr ond Gad Ross write books For thelr
grandohiidren to mierast them i local animals and show their
character, virtue and realistic Befiavior & thewr Black Foresi
Friengs series.

The Jordan fomile i their bBook, Quest For Bunny Tslond joins
family tolents together to tell the odvenitures thot result when ¢
group of aumals discover they can talk ke peopie

Author Vanessa Kilk reclized that “childhood isn't sifly
anaugh anymore” so she decided to write same fun m her
boak My Snow Glabe Book

Author Joan Musick wrote this boak based on ar unusually funny
story told to her by o Friend bout her disqopeoring flowers. Joon
oisa sewad the story inte a quilt. In her Reverse Book series for
childran, she will read two books i one, because Hhere ora always
twa sides to every story

Questions: call or stop by the Historical Society
030-1225
1 South z4th Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado Sogog4

\..r"\..-"\.-'\.r"'\.-'\.r"\r"\.-'\.-"\.-’\.r"\.-'\..r‘"\.-"\.-'\.r"'\.-'\.r'\.-"\..-"\.-"\..-'\.r"'\..-"\..r"'*..-"\.-'\.-"\.-'\-r'\.-'\.-'\.-"\.-'\.r"\..-'\.r"\.-"\.-'\.-"\.-'\u'\.-'\.r'\.-"\.-' L3
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President’'s Message
- June & July

Summet is finally here! Take advantage of
this great weather to visit your History Center.
New exhibits and volunteer opportunities are
Just waiting for you.

Once again the Book and Treasure Sale
was an incredible success. Susie Schorsch
organized the donations for easy perusal and
purchase. This fundraiser brought % goo.00 of
much-needed revenue to our Historical
Soclety.

Sandy Hanzlien arranged for our
outstanding series of Friday programs. All of
you who attended can attest to her
knowledgeable and unique cholces. She's
already lining up speakers for the fall

We all owe Don Kallaus a debt ofgratitude
for the CityWorks photography event This
fundraiser not only benefited the Historical
Soclety, but gave the public an opportunityto
see the histotic photos of Glenn W, Murray.
It was a nostalgic look at the growth of the
city.

History Detectives was held as a members
only event. The participants evaluated the
three hour program and gave positive
feedback. Joanne Karlson and her commitiee
will use these suggestions to expand this
offering for next year.

Take a step back Into the past for Tuesday
Nights in July. Tom Daniels has once again
found a series of films for your enjoyment.
Cret ready for the popcorn and candy to go
along with these memorable movies.

Just a reminder. August oth has been set
for our annual Founder's Day celebration
Mark your calendars.

Betty and Fathy

WesT Worn
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Treasurer's Report

Many of vou will be wondering why vou did
not have to make cookies for Territory Days.
Many of vou have told me that vou are glad vou
did not get called this year. It is not that vou
have not been appreciated fHr your many,
many cookies over the vears, but we are 5o busy
selling cookies during the event that it has been
hard to “sell” the Historical Society.

This vear we had an information table and
followed ouwr Mission Statement We got people
interested in Colorado City history and talked
aboutall of our events. We also took donations,
and as of this writing, the end ofthe second day
of the event is over; and we will probably take
in more money introducing people to history
and taking donations that we did on cookies.

We also, for the second wear, had a fiee
model train display in the Center, which has
brought in more people to the museumn that
usually come during Territory Days. Sunday
alone we had over 400 people not counting
children!

Things are looking better financially as we
head to the second half of the year. Ouwr used
book sale made almost $oo0 and most of our
crafter spots are full for the farmer's market

Checking Account % 1824579
Endowment % 107,62701
Savings % 16,685.56
Bookstore ¥ 340180
Total $ 146,020.106

As always, if vou ever have any guestions
regarding our financial situation, please do not
hesitate to call me, or, stop by the center.

Respectfully,

Suzanne Schorsch
Treasuraer

'The Old Colorado City Historical Society's Board of Directors meets regularly on the
third Monday of the month at 1:00 P.M. at the
0Old Colorado City History Center, unless otherwise announced.
Interested visitors are always welcome at the Board meetings.

Upcoming Board meetings will be June 16 and July 21
at 1:00 FM. at the Old Colorado City History Center
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Saturday, June 14
11:00 AM. - 400 PM.

Tuesday, July 1
700 PM.

Tueaday, July 15
700 P.ML

Tuesday, July zg
700 P.M.

June / July Calendar

Children’s Reading Day with Colorado Authors -- Come meet g
children’s authors and hear them read throughout the day.

Movie: The Lawyver, a 1970 filim that was filimed In Colorado Springs.
It stars Barry Newman, Harold Gould and Robert Colbert. Loosely
based on the famous Sam Sheppard muwder trial, it has great
courtroom drama.

Tic ket= available at the Bookstore - | 5 2uogested donation for refieshments

Movie: One Adinuie fo Zero, a 1952 film with Robert Mitchum, Ann
EBlyth and Willlamn Tallman. RRO pictures wanted to show the
American people what the Eorean War was all about as it was actually
going on. Limekiln valley at Camp Carson {now Fort Carson) was

chosen as it resembled Forea.
Tic ketz available at the Bookatore - | 5 suggested donation forrefieshments

Movie: 4 Tlcket fo Tornghgwk, a 1950 movie with Dan Dalley, Anne
Baxter and Rory Calhoun. The Tomahawk & Western Rallroad can

win a franchise if it reaches ItY's destination by a cerain date. But, the
stapecoach company does everything in its power to see that it does

not happen.
Tic ketz avallable at the Bookatare - | 5 suggested donation forrefieshments

Old Colorado Cily Hislory Cenier
1 8 24th Street Colorado Spirings, CO 8agoy ~ (719) 636-1225 ~ Attpr//mww.occhs.ong

Museum Hours: Tues. thru Sat 11 =4 Free Admissfonn Donations greatly appredated.




