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Mesa Cemetery and Pioneer Park
By Shirdey Ewing

In the 1 Boo's, Reverend William Howbert, a Methodist minister, donated 2o acres to Colorado City
with nine acres desipnated as a cemetery. Located on a mesa, this cemetery was the third in the
westemn area and called Colorado City Cemetery, Uld Mesa or Mesa Cemetery. The adjoining fifteen
acres was given to the Masrons and today is the location of the Masonic Temple on Panorama Drive.
Originally the land between the cemetery and the Masonic area was considerad as one and had a
single fence.

Budals in Mesa Cemetery were random; and many carly graves were markaed only with slabs of
wood painted white, lettered with black ink and enclosed by asmall white picket fence., The ink soon
washed off, the fences 21l and graves were left unimarked and alone. Epitaphs on marble headstones
were obliterated by fiost and sandstorme; and cattle added o the devastation by knocking down
headstones and trampling on broken pieces. Mesa Cemetery became desolate and abandoned.

A Neglected "God's Acre” in the Mesa

. p P “The indecipherable stones, the sifence,

Pioneer Cemf:bery on Mesa, Now m-Run‘{s, the bareness, mmmsmﬁ 2 picture of

to Be Repaired and Kept Up by the City; | fAidfifment of the prophetic description
Many Citizens of '70s Are Buried There| 2bomination of desolation.”

AT A “cemetery of pathos"
E | (Coforade Soetnge Weekly Gazette Ortoberig, rgog)

In 1932 a mowvement was started to
improve the Mesa Cemetery. A reporter and
a photogra pher were told by the city on June
19 that the City Council would fence in the
tract to keep off grazing cattle and would
landscape the spot, thus giving it the care a
cemetery should have. However, no more
was heard about that plan. That same vear,
the Works in Progress Administration (WPA)

Colorado Springs Gazette & Telegraph, June 19, 1932 Condived on Fage 3

Summer Hours starting May 1:

Museum and Bookstore Schedule
Tuesday through Saturday rr:00 AM. - 4:00 PM.
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Old Colorado City Historical Socie
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ANOMNFROFIT CORPORATION ] ]
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Colotado 8 prings, CO 50904-3310 Dennis and Karen Dosch
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MISSION FEd Hemwhiser
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The Oid Colorado City Fisrorical Socleny 1s a nonpordt voluntear Mary Jean and Fred Nelson
orgpnizaron gstabiished o ecognize e hitories! signitcance and
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Westside nelghborhicod Donald and Betty Peterson
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o the chiidnen and e community, through fie membershio and the
aperation ofthe OVd Cojorado City FistoryCenterat 1 fouthag t Simeet, Maloa Read
Codorado Springs, Colosdo
Eric Swab
MEMBFRSHIPS
Membershlps are welcome at ary e, Membership Stephanie Wateis
renewals are due on the anntversary date of the Indilal

membership. Members recetve the Wesf Word newsletier,
discouits, local meetlngs and programs.
Annual membership dassifications are:
Student $rg

Individual % 23
Family $ 35

Funds ffom a Lifetdme membeship are Diared into an Endowrrent
Fund o e wed only tor progacss approved Dy reo-thinds of the
membershin Only the Inferast ot De twed or cument expenses. e
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Joseph Knorr
Ocitober 22, 1021 - April 18, 2014
Joe served in the Navy in WWII,

-'IZI.'I.(] ll'l.'l.'l.'S'I.'I.E(I ik CaLrEser #s a (I (=) ig.].'l.

draftsman. After ]-DE'1S retivement he

Lifetine $z50

ria?

e EDARD OF DIEECTORS and  his  wife Mazrge moved to
Colorado S prings. T].lm have heen

Co-President Betty Baker 636-1225 memhers of the Old Colomade Cl‘h
Co-President  FKathy McBride 636-12275 Hisi'uu'm% Suc:ilet]: ][m Iquii-e some
time. A devoted hushand, Joe Enon
SREE REEG [Tl LErre 4757257 4 has ;ll':vnj.'s m:n:umpnuietl our faithful
Secretary Erlan Copeland 05 4-55T-3077 and much loved T].‘l'l.‘l.‘l.'stl-'l’_\" hoolstore
r , Marde. Iue will he greatly

Treasurey Suzanne Schorsch  331-1780 vohmteer, Mage ] :

mmiss ed ]:j.' all who have lnown him.
Bev Disch 636-1225 He is survived ]11.' his wife, Marge,

his sons, Kirtk and Brian, and
t].'lug'].'ll‘em. }'1.11'.'.' Knorr and Karen
Crumbaker.

We offer our t]eepeat S}"].‘I.‘I.]_h‘l'l.'].l}" to

Joe Enorr's I;lu.ul\ and friends.

Sandy Hanzlian 036-1225

MEETING:S
OCCHS hMonthly hMesiing & Program b held at 11 ALL on the
sccond Friday of each month, except during June, July, and
Aupuat The History Center opens at 10:30 AM. on the day of
the mwee ting for refres hments and v itatlon Everyone welcome.
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Cernetery fform Fage 1

workers did research at the Mesa Cemetery and removed all remaining grave stones with the promise
they would be returmed. They were not

The first known bural in Mesa probably took place in 1861 when H. D. Morse brought his wife
Melvina to Colorado City from Charter Uak Ranch. Others followed as diseases wiped out whole
families, accidents took their toll, and there were suicides and murders. Pioneers living in the 19408
racall that Indians killed by pioneers were buried in a mass grave. After the last lepal burial in 1907,
scores of bodies were removed and reburied elsewhere.

A 1939 WPA project to identify veterans graves found cipght unnamed weterans of Sand Creek
Results of all surveys showed that the number of those buried in Mesa range from 87 to more than
T 40!

Monument History

Aglab of pink Salida granite donated by Everpgreen Memoral Company stands more than 7' tall
and 32" wide and is partially surrounded bya 31" low stone wall. Fiched in the top of the monument
I a coverad wagon pulled by two oxen with the dates 1858-1 9073, Below the wapon is the inscription
"Memeorial to El Paso County Farly Pioneers.” After an exhaustive search and positive verification by
family members of the deceased, a final list of 45 names was engraved on the monument This
comumemorative marker was dedicated of on September 2o, 1940 under the auspices of the Fl Paso
County Pioneers Association; thus,
in a sense, restoring the neglected
cemetary. @

Nonetheless, the cemetery's
problems were not over,

In 1950, Colorade Springs
acquired Mesa Cemetery when it
annexed Pleasant Valley., Tt was
considered to be an “abandoned
cemetery” and was soon to be
twrned into Pioneer Park which
wiould have a ball diamond and
small play area for children.

In March 71955 vandalism
occutrred and the memorial was
defaced by 57 indentations. Today,
indentations are not noticeable
but signs of mischievous actions
are apparesnt.

In res ponse to many locals who
were displeased with the prospect
of the cemetery becoming a
plaveround, a June 26, 71062
Resolution stated: "“Now therefore
be it resolved that the area known
as hMMesa Cemetery be permanenty
reserved as a Pioneer Memorial
undear the administration of the
BT o . Park and Recreation Advisory
C'E‘l'[TTL.'P‘L MONUMENT L'\."FEII...ED A munmﬂt dedicated l-u- Ea:'l:.-' n-lt\nr-wrs hllnm! Board.”

in Mesa cemetery morthwest of Colorado Springs was unveiled Tuesday In a ceremony by . .
the El Paso County Pioneers association, Looking at the monument are Arthur Perkins, However, in 1 969! council
wha spoke in behalf af Fl Pasa lodge No. 13, AF & AM; Mrs Frederic Shaw, who presid- ag,reed o de'ﬁelop itinto a p:a.rk to

e, and Mrs. Kitty Paster Fryhofer, principal speaker.

serve the fast growing residential
Colorsdo Springs Garetts Telegraph, Septermber 21, 1949 community that s wrrounds it
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Rest in Peace? Not in Old Mesa Cemetery

This headline appeared in the Cazetfe, October 10, 1076 and reflect the growing discontent of
many citizens. The article included the fllowing comments:

"Unless something is done now to restore the 8.5 acre tract to a cemetery and a Pioneer's memeorial
and to remowe all the remaing to Evergreen Cemetery, the final chapter will become one of the
gaddest tales ever in the history of Colorado Springs.”

“What concerns me  most”
continuad another local citizen, “is
the disrespect shown by authorities.
The irony of the whole thing is the
seeking to desecrate the graves of
pioneers in a wear when we are
celebrating ouwr Colorado Centennial
and the centennial of our countrv.
Are we not supposed to honor and
respect ouwr  pioneer ancestors?
Another resident said that this is, “The
sickestsituation Thave ever seen. Fwe
have come to where we hawe no
res pect for the dead, we have become
a sick society indeed.”

In 1076, a funeral director was
hired to do forensic research to
discover whatever records still existed
regarding burals. Metal detectors
were wsed to try to discower how
many bodies were under the park
because metal had been used for
cacket handles, ladies brooches, and buttons on veterans jackets.

According to a JTanuary, 19, 1977 article in the Gazedte, this controversial park had been shown on
county records as a cemetery since 1871, Then, unknown person or persons changed the entry in the
City Owned Property Book from cemetery to read Pioneer Park This book also shows the property
ar tax-exempt cemetery land.

Joe Nolan, owner of a local funeral home reported to the advisory board that “according to the
Iand Reclamation Act, cemetery ground cannot be reclaimed without peacefil settlement and
removal of the bodies. There has been no “peaceful settlement” nor removal of the bodies fiom the
gite.”

Dismay was expressed by the Cemetery Board while the Pioneers Association objected to having
the park developed over what war st aride as memorial land and a cemetery in 1962,

In 1969, without facts and documented evidence, the area took on the charmcteristics ofa park

City may face law suit over Mesa cemetery
(Garzette, February 22, 19 ??}

There is a “strong risK” that the city of Colomdo Springs would find itself the defendant in a
plethora of lawsuits unless city council stands by a 1962 resolution stating that Mesa Cemetery “be
pemmanently reserved as a Pioneer Memorial under the administration of the Park and Recreation
Board,” according to a report of the City Ad visory Board. Mike Pike, chairman of'the Cemetery Board,
stated “a mistake has been made (by the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board) in determining that
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memorial means Park and includes
plaveround equipment” One citizen
commented that he harg relatives in
other Colorado cemeteries and said, “1
would not appreciate having children
and dogs playving on their graves.”
Administrator of Parks and
Recreation Advisory Board stated,
“hesa Cemetery in its entirety s hould
remain a memorial and playvground
equipment should be removed.” Mike
Pike, chairman of the cemetery board
apreed. However, citizens of area told
the council that the park is badly
needed for recreation and they
believed reserving the eastermn third as
a “living memorial” i not a
desecration of a cemetery.

A decision was made NOT to
relocate all the bwied bodies since
few could be positively identified and,
finally, a compromise was reached
and decided upon: Under its terms,
no fence will be erected except for a
low barrier on the east side to prohibit
motorcyele waffic; and if any praves
are discovered in the western two-

thirds, they will be moved to Fairview
cemetery atcity expense.

Councilman, Brown mowved to
accept the compromise and said: “T
hope this once and for all setdes the
iEsue”

YWEsT YWorD Page 5

Notable Deaths

William Lee, fioze to death

1867

Robert Touglas, age o, fell fiom the roof of a house
he waes helping his father build at a ranch near Glen Fyrie

September 11, 1868

Charles Everhart, 1 7, mounted on a small pony, went
out to check on hirs father's cattle grazing on a plain near
Colorado Springs. He knew there were Arapahoe Indians
about g0 he was being extremely cautious. He was
probably as far east as Tejon Street when the Indians
came into view to the north of him. He tried to head
home but he was no match for the Indians. When he
reached near Platte and Carcade Avenues, a s hot caused
him to fall. One Indian then ran a spear throupgh his body
and scalped him, taking all the hair from his head except
a small frinpe around the back part This event was
witnessed by several people. About an hour later a party
went out (after the Indians had lefi) and brought his
mutilated body to Colorado Springs.

{fndians of the Flkes Peak Region by rving Howbert, 191 4)

September 11, 1868

A band of Indians came upon two small boys, sons of
Thomas H. Robbins, who lived on the south side of
Fountain. Franklin Robbins, ape 8, and George
Robbins, ape 10 to 12, were tending their father’s cattle,
they tried to escape but were caught One boy fell to his
knees and with hands lifted up, begping to be s pared but
the savages never heeded. Two Indiane reached dowm,
each seized a boy by the hair, held him up with one
hand, and using a revolwver, shot him with the other and
flung the lifeless body to the ground. Later, the bodies
of the boye were brought into town.

{fndfane of the Pike s Peak Region by Irving Howbart, 1914)

18581

Edward Tumer Colton, spent a foriune “trying to
make the Ulie Pass road a paving proposition.”™

T882
Andrew Starr, gunshot wound

1890

Deacon Moore, age 21, suicide
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Featuring the photography of Glenn W. Murray
who photographed local building, commercial construction
and street works in the Pikes Peak region
from the 1930s through the 1960s.

._,..d-

Old Colorado City
History Detective!

Knowa little of carly Old Colorado
City History, but not how it fits

topgether?
Join us for a “fast-paced” variety
of speakers
phe
Tours of the museum and
research library.
Hosted by: Old Coloade City ; g i
Historical Society Board and ; e R R
Members hip Commitiee, F"da;'lr! Mﬂydgﬂ, 2014
Opening Reception 5:00 p.m.
Make reservations at the The “Atrium” at Pikes Peak Repional Development Center
Bookstore. 2880 International Circle, Colorado Sptings, Colorado
OCCHS MEMBERS ONLY. A Fundraiser for Old Colorado City History Center
Saturda}: May 3 Sponsored by Pike Peak Regional Building Department
10 AM until Noon B b ndan ey s
Snacks 9:30 AM. . 8 B i BEl AS SR RE
2Bl BB L e |_l ] et L (719) 3272909

b
"Woven Across Time: What's New
Colorado's Hispanic Textile Traditions* * New exhibits

Presanted by Katie Gardner

E -
Rix Grandeweaving In the southwast and Colorado diifers from Puanio New BIG
and Maval weaving and has a fascinating history. The presantat lon wiil screen for
featura Hispank-made pleces from @arly Mexkan products to programs
ningéteanth ceantury Rio Grands blankeats, 1o more modern Chimayo
exampks. Katk has many books, weaving tools, and Hispanic Riko

e
Grande blankat samplkes for all to anjoy. Renovation

~ and painting in
In her 30 y@ar CAre@r 4s 4 MuUseum curator Katke has worked at the Fine
Arts center, the Colorado Historlcal Soclnw'ﬁ museum, and the Plonegrs the basement
Museum. She Is currently curating a private collectlon as well as 4sslsting archives
Internatlonally recognized author and screan writing consultantLinda Seger.
Ma'f 9at11:00 A.M. * Look ahecad to
Tuesday Nights

OCCHS Members FREE. Non-members $5.00

in July movies!
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President’s Letter - May

Its Spring at the History Center and time for
new events and happenings. On May 1st, we'll be
returning to our repular museum hows of 11-4
Tuesday through Saturday.

Our most exciting news concerns our recent
award of the CAP grant of 37,000 which will be
divided to asgess both ouwr collections and the
building’s architecture. The assessors have been
certified by Hlstoric Preservation o complete this
work Local expernt Victoria Ryan will evaluate owr
collections and Jane Crisler a noted Denver
preservation archite ctwill take a look at owr hlstoric
building, Both were Interviewed and hired by
Joanne Fatlson. The on-site project will occwr on
July 24 and 25. The work will be completed In i
entirety by Octobar 24, 201 4. Not only will this help
to expand ow hlstoric knowledpe, but it will help
ug for future prants.

All members are Invited to participate in the Old
Colorado Cliy History Detectives Propram on May
3 fiom g:30 until noon. MEMBERS ONLY will learn
our OCC history, tour the museum, and find out
what's in the research library.

Don't forpet Temdtory Days. The Historlcal
Society will once apain be participating in the May
24, 25, and 26 planned activities along with the Old
Colorado City merchants.

We'll have volunteers in the cabin and at the
Center.

With all of these exciting events, youw’ll all find
something that will pique your Interests. And you'll
have a chance to volunizer and participaie with
YOUR society.

Betty and Fathy

WesT Worn
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Children's Reading Day
wihth

Colorado Child I'E‘I'I,S Authors

T LR T,

Coming Saturday, June 14
MAM. tO 4P.M.

T e ]
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Treasurer's Report April 201§

This month has been a lot of paperwork., All
paperwork reparding the OCCHS tax return went
in the first of Tanuary and thls year we will have our
taxes done by our Independent accounting firm by
the due date in May.

Quarterly sales tax for both city and state are
done In April along with ow Annual Report for
Exempton of Property tax.

Our first major Fund Ralser Is our 2nd Annual
Book Sale. Thiz year we have added a fow
“treaswres” to make it even more exciting. Thank
you for all the books that have been donated.

April iz when T pet all the paper work lined up
to start owr “"Crafters” for the summer during
Farmer's Market. This year letters went out to our
previous crafters and a 2w new ones. One crafter,
who has sold for many years with us, has been
recruiting new crafters o keep us full this year. She
will also be helping with managing the crafters this
summer. We oy to provide a very affordable way
for local crafters to sell their poods, and in the
process thls Is a wonderful fund raiser for OCCHS.
S0 always supportthese people inany way you can.

We had 100 more copies of Memories of a
Lifetime in the Pikes Peak Repion printed thls
month. This book, by Tiving Howbert, is one the
Historical Society has taken on the responsibility o
assure that it stays available to the public.

We are still working on getting all the proper
credits gihven to the photopraphs In Mel
McFarland's updated book about the Midland,
along with petting permlission to publish all the
photopraphs that are not owned by Melor OCCHS.
This Is a timely process and has taken more time
than T thought.

If as a member, you ever wish to discuss the
finances of OCCHS or look at owr bookkeeping,
please fzel fiee to contact me and T will meet with
you. This s yowr Hlstorical Soclety and we
appreciate any Interest We are happy to say our
Endowment Account Is prowing nicely through the
highly rated and Insured Bonds we carry.

Thank you for all your support!

Suzanne Schorsch,
Treasure x

'The Old Colorado City Historical Society's Board of Directors meets regularly on the
third Monday of the month at 1:00 P.M. at the
0ld Colorado City History Center, unless otherwise announced.
Interested visitors are always welcome at the Board meetings.

The next Board meeting will be Monday, May 19
at 1:00 PM. at the OId Colorado City History Center




OLD COLORADO CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OME SOUTH TWENTY-FOURTH STREET
COLORADD SPRINGS, CO 80904-3319

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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U= Pogtage
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COLD SPGES, CO
FERMIT

#491

Saturday, May 3
10:00 AN - Noon

Friday, May ¢
1100 AN

Friday, May 30
oo P

May Calendar

Be an Old Colorado City History Detective! - Know a little of
early Old Colorado City History, but not how it fis together?
This program will have a “fast-paced” variety of & peakers, plus
towrs of the museum and the research library.

OCCHS Membeis only - make reservations atthe Bookstore

Program: “Woven Across Time: Colorado's Hispanic Textile
Traditions” Presented by Katie Gardner. This program on
Rio Grande weaving in the southwest and Colorado will & how
how Hispanic weaving differs fiomm Pueblo and Navajo
weaving and will fzature Hispanic-made pieces fiom early
Mexican prod ucis 0 nineteenth century Rio Grande blankets,
to more modem Chimayvo examples.
OCCHS Members FRFE. Non-members $5.00

City WO RKEKS - a photography ehow in the “Afrium™ at Pikes
Peak FKegional Building Depanment featwring the
photography of Glenn W. hMuiray

- Afundrajser for the Old Colorado City Historical Society

Old Colorado Cily Hislory Cenler
1 8 z24th Street Colorado Springs, CO 8agoy ~ (719) 636- 1225 - Attp//www.occhs.org

Museum Hours: Tuses. thru Sat 11 =3 Free Admission. Donations greatly appredated.




