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Camp Vessey in Bear Creek Canyon

By Don Ellis

A number of maps show a “Scout Camp” in
Bear Creek Canvon just off the High Drive near
the start of the Palmer Trail If vou go there today
yvou will find the chimney fiom a bumed cabin
and a f=w remains of the former camp. This was
once Camp Vessey

The Colomado Springs Council of the Boy
Scouts of America was established in 1016 and
was one of the first three councils in Colorado.
(The other two were the Denver Council formed
in 1915 and the Greeley Council established in
1916.) In December,1919 the Colorado Springs
Council applied to the city of Colorado Springs
for a prant of a tract of land in the Water
Depanment’s Bear Creek wateished where the
Council intended to build a summer camp. This

was only a few months after the Seattle council |
openad Camp Parsons which was the fist Boy ||

Scout camp west of the Mississippi So, while
Camp Vessey was not the first Boy Scout camp
in the western United States, it would have been

among the earliest. An article in the December
18, 1979 Colorado Springs Gazette described the
proposed camypx

“The site is on a broad, level area, which is
well wooded with pine trees. Itis near a point
where a small mountain stream submerpes,
and a pood water supply is available, altho the
open stream does not flow thru the camp. Tt
is easily accessible from the Canon car and for
that reason would be valuable as a week-end
camp.

Plane for a bunkhouse, cook shanty, and
the shelters necessary for a permanent camp
are being drawmn up, ..."
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Camp Vessey continued from Fage 1

The bunkhouse which was constructed had
wooden bunks along the walls and was heated
by a stone fireplace. There is still evidence of one
smaller building which had hot water pipes in
the floor for heating and draine near one wall. In
the 1050% there was no evidence that other
shelters had ever been built. Water for the camp
was supplied by a small cast iron pipe which
catried water ffom the small stream a shont
distance up the canyon.
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Camp Vessey. 50, it seems that Camp Vessey had
been built before the summer of 1922, Much
more recent stories claim that it was builtin 19273,

In 1925 the Colorado Springs Council merged
with the Fl Paso and Teller Counties Council to
become the Pikes Peak Council. The Pikes Peak
Council seemingly continued to use Camp
Vessey as a council camp until 1946 when Camp
Alexander was given to the Pikes Peak Council
by ] Don Alexander of the Alexander Film
Company. After 1946, Camp Vesseyvcontinued to
be used by varous scout troops, mainly for

weekend outings.

By the early 19505 the
camp's water sytem had long
been abandoned, probably
because its shallow pipes had
frozen and split

At 1 in the evening on
Satwrday, April 7, 1062 the
Sheriffs Office received a call
reporting a fire at Camp Vessey.
By the time crews arrived the
cabin had been destroved.
Firemen from the Ivywild-
Cheyenne Canon Volunteer Fire
Department stayved at the scene
to prevent the fire fom
spreading to the swrounding
forest

Carrp Vessey in the 19505

Camp Yessey was built by the Rotary Club and
named for well-known singer Bemard Vessey. Mr.
Vessey was a Rotarian who gained prominence in
the ompanization and was later elected to be the
Rotary Club’s District Governor. He was also
involved in Scouting; and had become a scout
commissioner by 1920, 50, it is almost certain that
Bemard Yessey was instrumental in bringing the
Scout camp into existence,

The time when the camp was actually built
seems somewhat uncertain. AJuly 8, rozzstoryin
the Huichinson MNews describes plans fbor

Hutchinson, Kansas Troop 1 to spend a week at

g ; . A g A ! ;'r ¥

Cracked pipe from the Camp Wessey
Wyater System.

Femnants of small building with pipes in
the floor for radiant heating and drains
near one wall.

ACKNOWIFDGEMENT

I wiould like to thank Eric Swab for providing
some of the references used here and for
encouraging my futher study.

Dion Elli=




Volume 29, NMumber O

WesT Worn

Bernard Vessey

Bernard Vessey was bom in Washington Springs,
South Dakota on September 28, 1 8go.

During the time that his uncle, Robernt 5. Vessey,
was overnor young Bemard served as a page bow
Subsequently, he became a member of the South
Dakota Fish and Game Department.

Somewhat later, he was a sinper In a team of
traveling e vanpelists.

Bernard Yessey moved to Colorado Springs in 191 8
to become the Director of Music and Treas urer for the
First Methodist Church. Here, he orpanized the Glee
Club and Temple Quartet, in which he sang

Several solo recordings of Mr. Vessey's singing were
produced by Victor during the 1020%, including
“Litde Mother of Mine”, “The MMan of Galilea™, “At the
Croes”, and “Moonlight and Roses”. Bernard Vessey
frequently rang “Open the Gates of the Temple” at
Farter Sunrise services in the Garden of'the Gods. He
alro sang at meetings of numerous orpanizations, as
well ag at many funeralk.

In 1936, Bllowing the 1935 death of David E. Law,
Bemard Vessey purchased a half interest in the Law
Mortuary which was located at 116 N. Nevada Avenue.
In 1941 he served as President of the Colorado
Funeral Directors Association.

Bernard Vessey was a prominent Rotarian. In 1937
he served as the District Governor for the Rotary
Club's newly reclassified District 1173. A note in the
November 1048 issuez of The Rotarian stated,
“Rotarans overthe world are familiar with RO TARIAN
VES5EY's voice, for he har appeared on the program
at many Rotary Conventions and other meetings.”

He had been a patron of Glen Eyrie Chapter No. 8,
Order of the Fastern Star and was also a member of
several organizations in addition to the Rotary Clulbx:
the YMCA Masonic Lodpe Noo 104, the Southern
Colorado Consistory, Pikes Peak Commandery,
Knightt Templar, the Odd Fellows, and the Winter
Nights Club.

In the later vears of Mr. Vesseys lifz, he and his wife
Lucy traveled extensively, even taking a trip around
the word on which they took pictures of many little
known places. In response o fiequent requesis, they
presented slide shows of their travels on various
OCCARIONS.

In the early morning of Saturday, May jo, 1664,
seventy three year old Bernard Vessey died in his
gleep after having been hospitalized for two or three
daye at a local hospital for a checkup on his health.
Funeral gervices were held at the First Methodist
Church; and Bernard Vessey was buried in Everpreen
Cemetery.
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Beferences:

“Scouts After Grant in Bear Creek
Canon” Colorado Sprinos Garette
December18, 1019

“Boy Scouts to go to the Mountins™
Hutchinson Mews Hutchinson, Kansag
Julv 8, 1922

“Will Mobilize BPoy Scouts of Region™

Colorado Springs Cazette February 6,
I1gzq

“Fire Destroys Bear Creek Canon Scout
Cabin” Colorado Springs Crareite
Tele April B, 1962

"Boy Scout Cabin At Upper Bear Ureek
Bumed” Coforado Springs Free Press

April g, 1962

“Scouting in Colorado™
http:/enwikipedia.orgiwikif/Scouting_in
_Colorado

hitp://scoutcamp.orgfoldestcamps.asp

“Vessey Honored” The Roatarian,
November 1948

“Bermard Yessey, Noted Springs Leader,

Dies” Coforado Springs Garzette
Tefeoraph Wavy 32, 1004

Front Range Research Associates, Inc,,
Hisvarical and Architeciural Sumnvey of
Downiown Colarado Springs , 20077 -
o4 (Law Mortuary)

(List of Vessey recordings in UCSB
collection)

http:/fad plibmarvucbedu/indexphpita
lent/detail /236715

(Presidents of the Colorado Funeral
Directors Association)
http:/waww.cofda.orgRes ources Docu
menis/Past¥z0Pres idents%zoof%hzothe
Hz2o%zoColorado®%zoFuneral%zoDirect
oE%zoAssociation. pdf

(Rotary Club District Govemor)
hitp://wwwrotarviirstr oo.org/districts/d
istricts/ 5 4 50.hitm



Volume 20, Murmbey © YWeST YWorD Page 5

[ s o s N S N NN NN (=

20th ANNOAL HOLIDAY TOOUR ‘
“THAE AISTORY OF GHEISTMAS”

Sunday, December 7, 2014
1.00 O §5:00 p.m.

2014 is a special year to celebrate highlighted holiday traditions at each
site as well as their history. Start with a Victorian Tea and live music at the
Old Colorado City History Center, 1 South 24th St Doors will open at noon.
Deposit your ticket for the drawing later that aftemoon (no need to be
present).

Then use your map to visit other historic sites including the Hllowing.
(include reference to any photos)

Onaledge B and B (1912 Crafisman estate)

2 South Wine Bar (Templeton House)

Lorig’s Western Wear (Jacob Schmidt's Saloon)

NEW Old Colorado City Welcome Center (13008 private residence)
Rockledge Country Inn (Arts and Crafts Estate)

The Avenue Hotel B and B (1836 Queen Anne carriage house and
main house)

Old Town Guest House (site of old jail and city hall)
Red Crags B and B (1800s Wellness Clinic)

Purchase $15 early bird tickets until December 1. Tickets are $20 starting
Decernber 2. Call the History Center at 636-1225 for credit card sales or pick
up tickets at 1 South 24th Street (History Center) Hours are Tuesday
through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 4 pm. The Center will openat 12 noon the
day of the event

Bring your friends and neighbors to this major fundraiser for
OCCHS! We have Kkept the price down to encourage a larpe
attendance, however this event is not for small children. It is
our zoth year and “new” sites have been added. Don’t miss out
on this opportunity to enjoy the spirit of the holidays!
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NOVEMBER PROGRAM

Local Historian Discovers Story of
the Frank Lewis - Dale Jones Gang

Wanted bandits ammed to the teeth speeding through Colorado; no this isn't a story
about the Dougherty siblings but rather the Frank Lewis-Dale Jones gang.

In September of 1918, this sang of mostly family members were involved in a deadly
shootout with Colorado Springs Police officers ata gas station at the comer of S. Nevada
Avenue and Colorado Avenue downtown

Retired police investigator and historian Dwight Haverkorn has spent years researching
the history of the city's police departiment. He says there are many similarities between

the Lewis-Jones gang and modem —
crimes, for example what were they I‘_PRINE‘IPALS IN BANDIT-POLICE BATTLES YESTERDAY |
stealing. "Remember, this was during -
the first World War or just previous to
it, and during a time when they were
having trouble like we are now, they
were stealing copper wire,” Haverkom
said.

The group may not be as well
known as other gangsters of the era
such as John Dillinger, Bonnie and
Clyde or Baby Face Nelson, but
Haverkorn says they were certainly
notorious. As many as g officers were
killed by the Lewis-Jones gang
members and several others were
wounded. "The reason we don't talk
about them was nobody knows about
them,” Haverkom said.

Lewis was arrested in Colorado P T
Springs shortly after the shootout and Bk
died of pneumonia in jail Jones MAAE | . o o s s o o me b i b 1 st 16 5 sgienter o 5e sesser snees
it to Califomia where in November of T e e B e Rk M TS et WS- T
1918 he and his wife N[arg were SEprvia, sistey af Pk Dewins 12 Frask Lewis, Sy Tarsen pod Dale Jooes, beliovnd 19 Be astfow the
killed in another shootout with police.

Haverkom says history gives us many examples of why Colorado isn't a place for
fugitives to visit "Typical of gangs who shouldn't come here, there was a group called the
Texas 7; suess who didn't leave,” Haverkom joked. "This is just not a place for bad guys to
come.”

Drwight Haverkom will give a presentation about the history of the Frank Lewis-Dale
Jones Gang on Friday, November 14, 2014 at the Old Colorado City History Center, 1 South
24th Street, Colorado Springs, Colorado 8ogo4. 'The presentation begins at 11:00 a.m. 'The
doors open at 10:30 am. Members of OCCHS attend firee, non-members pay $5. Light
refreshments will be served.
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Presidents’ Letter

The holiday season is approaching.
Consider pining in and sharing the
spirit. Plans are being made to decorate
the Center on November 2g5th and
26th. Please come join us.

On December 7th, we'll celebrate
our 2oth annual Holiday Tour with
nine stops along the way. Chairwoman
Joanne Karlson has added new
locations this year. FEach location will
feature a different holiday traditionand
theme. The Center itself will open at
noon to purchase tickets and the tour
will begin at 1. The Center is serving a
Victorian Tea with traditional treats
accompanied by historic music
Tickets for this event will be available
at the Center until December 1st for
$15.00. After that time, tickets will be
$20.00. Bring your friiends and spend
the day kicking off the holiday season.
Four locations are here in Old
Colorado City. Don't miss itl

The annual meeting is in January.
New board members will be selected
at that time. Think about making a
commitment and becorme a member
of our board. If you'd like to be a part
of the board, just call the History
Center at: 636-1225.

Your co-presidents,
Betty Baker and Kathy McBride

WesT Worn
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Treasurer’s Report
October 2014

Total Operating Account % 10,308.54
Endowment Acocount $107.440.82
Savings Accounts ¥ 1770567
Bookstore Account ¥ 4212509
Total All Accounts $144,5847.32

Remember, one way to really help
the Historical Society is not only
financially but through your volunteer
time. Elections br new members on
Board of Directors are right around the
corner. If you would be interested in
serving, please contact any of our
officers and let them know.

Serving on the Board requires that
vou attend one monthly Board
meeting, be active in one of our fund
raisers and support our Mission
Statement. New members on the
Board bring fresh new perspectives!

Thank you

Suzanne Schorsch,
Treasurer

'The Old Colorado City Historical Society's Board of Directors meets regularly on the
third Monday of each month at 1:00 P.MhL at the
Old Colorado City History Center, unless otherwise announced.
Interested visitors are always welcome at the Board meetings.

The next Board meetings will be November 17
at 1:00 FM. at the Old Colorado City History Center




OLD COLORADO CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OME SOUTH TWENTY-FOURTH STREET
COLORADD SPRINGS, CO 80904-3319

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

NONPROFIT
ORG.
U= Pogtage

PAID

COLO SSRGS, CO
FERMIT
#4091

Friday, November 14
11.00 AM.

Sunday, December 7
1:00 - 5:00 P.ML
(History Center open
at noon)

November/December Calendar

Program: “Frank Lewis = Dak Jones Gang” presented by
Dwigtt Haverkorn ‘The program will take us back to
between 1013 and 1018, when the Frank Iewis-Dale Jones
Cang was responsible for the death of § police officers in
Missourl, Kansas, Colorado and California. On Friday,
Septernber 13,1018, the Frank Lewis-Dale Jones Cang
became inwolved in the shooting death of chief of
detectives, John Fowan, and the wounding of Detective
John Dolan Riley in Colorado Springs.
OCCHS Members FREE. Norrmembers $5

“THE HISTORY OF CHRISTMAS”
Victorian Tea and live music at the Old Colorado City History
Center, then use your map to visit eight other historic sites.
%1 5 cady bird ticke until December 1.
Tickets are $zo starting December 2.

Old Colorado Cily Hislory Cenier
1 8 24th Street Colorado Spiings, CO 8agoy -~ (719) 636-1225 ~ Attpr/fmww.occhs.ong

Museum Hours: Tuess. thro Sat 11 =3 Free Admission. Denations greatly appre clated




