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Peoples Bible College - Part 1

by Suzanne Schorsch

Cucharrar Street is most noted for being the
old “Red Light District” of Colorado City at the
turn of the century, but for an even lonper period
of time than the “District” existed, this area was
the home of the Peoples Bible College (PBC).

Ralph G. Finch, born July 1 7, 1 881 in Ohio was
called into ministry as a young man. He married
Ruith Wood, a school teacher, in 1002 Their
family came to Colorado Springs in 1933 to
pastor a chwch. He was founder of the
Immanuel Missionary Association, a splinter
group from the Pilgrim Holiness Church and
School The Immanuels opened the Immanuel
Missionary College on the West Side of Colormdo
Springs in the r1g93os. The conprepation was
made up of Blower of the Methodist

movament

The Methodist church was founded in the
1 7006, ollowing the teachings of John Wesley.
Methodists believed Christ died for all So,
preachers took the messape to laborers and
criminals who tended o be left out of organized
religion during Wesleys time Methodist
believed in a swtematic approach to “build” a
person and church through “building” of
universities, orphanapes, soup kitchens and
hogpitals. This movement was instrumental in
eatly prison reform and abolition movements.
They believe that through work one can strive
toward a state of perfections (purity of heart) but
galvation came though the grace of God.

A in most religions, various forme of worship
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Bible Coffege Continued from Face 1

led to different branches of the church. For
example, the “high church” Methodist followers
had an empharis on formality and resistance to
modernization, a more “puritan” lifestyle. The
Immanuel Missionary Association followed a
“high church” form of Methodism.

In the beginning the Immanuel Missionaries
rented s pace for their growing congregation and
school In 1 936, the building at 241 8 W. Colorado
Avenue was listed for gale for %8o.000, but
because the Depression had brought real-estate
values down, the Immanuel Missionary
Asgociation bought the building for %1 8,000, The
building at the corner of Colormdo Avwenue and
Couwrt gave them fHur Hoors of room with an
auditorium that held 400 people. Pastor Finch
was at Immanuel Missionary Collepe from 1936
to 1942,

The Immanuel Missionary Collepe building,
which now is home to the Michael Gamman
Studio, had many other tenanis prior tw the
Immanuel Missionary College, it had been the
home of the New MNational Hotel, First National
Pank and later a drug store before falling in
dis repair during the Depression. The Inmanuels
taught that “cleanliness is next to Godliness™ and
soon the building was clean, repaired and the
school was growing., They mught their students
to work hard and be modest in appearance,
usually in plain, homemade clothing Their
cleanliness and modest clothes set them apart.

Finch was president for 5 vears and then left
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to start Peoples Bible Collepe in 1041-42. Finch
had purchasred an abandoned hotel at 2709 W
Cucharras for the ministries expanding needs.
Although Finch and his followers were still
womshiping in the Immanuel Missionary College
building they knew a split was coming due to
differing views on the future of the Chuwrch. On
January 15, 1042 Finch was locked out of
Immanuel Missionary College by those who
were opposad his view for the future. They had
changad the locks. Finch's conpgregation was not
to be stopped; they walked down the street 2.5
blocks in the dark singing. 250 people packed
the old hotel and started a service. The Peoples
Bible Collepe was formed and later a two block
area on Cucharras Street, 26th to z8th streets,
would be campus and church in the heart of the
“red light" district.

The Central Hotel, later called Union Hotel
and City Hotel, was built around 1888 for
modestly priced towist stayse. There were wood
stoves and kerosene lanterns in each room.
When it was built, it was in a quiet part of town,
walking distance ffom the railroad and run by
the Pifer family. Butwith the discovery of gold in
Cripple Creek in 1891, and the Midland Railroad
station neatby, and the growth of the “wild west”
mentality of Colorado City, its location attracted
working men and business men who came from
distant places and stay. At the tuwrn of the century
Colorado City became a gambling and sporting
town since Palmer had outlawed the sale of
liquor in Coloradoe Springs. Cucharms Street,
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then called Washington Street, held the area's
brothels. Proper women would never come to
thir area of Colorado City. Many vears later, with
prohibition and then later the Great Depression,
the area had fallen in disrepair. This was the
petfect area for the Peoples Bible Church to set
up their campus starting in the old hotel

One student fiom Peoples Bible Collepe
remembers her teacher Miss Springer telling the
studenis that there was no night in Colorado
City, life was a gamble for miners and many lived
for the day. There were many suicides and
people that had empty lives twned to saloons
and brothels to help cope.

At that first gervice held in the old hotel, Finch
cautioned people not to jump too high as he was
afraid they would go through floor to the
basement They used the old hotel building for
many years for various needs. Peoples Bible
College needed to find a place for students to
attend school, 5o they rented the two top floos
above West Fnd Furniture Store at z431 West
Colorado Avenue (Originally the Waycott Opera
House built in 1go01.) Students climbed 52 steps
to get to the jrd floor echool and the znd floor
was usad for church.

By 1943 People’s Bible Collepes rented many
buildings on the old Westside until their campus
was built Children came from all over to attend
school and college; some lived in the area with
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their families, many students left their homes
and would live in domms at Peoples Bible Collepe.
The gid’s domm for a while was in the buildings
that had been Laura Bell MeDaniel's brothel, at
the corner of zéth and Cucharras in Colorado
City. This building would end up as Nornon
Nuwering Home afier Peoples Bible College built
their girls dorm.

ILaura Bell McDaniel was Colorado City's
leading Madame and her brick brothel was
famous to men who came to the "Red Light
District” Mamie Roperr also man a sporting
house in a rambling red brick Foursquare, It was
next door to Laura Bell's home. Tt became the
Pleasant View Apartment and many church
member rented rooms there. West of the
apartments had been two bordellos that had
been torn down in the rooo's; and the Peoples
Bible College School used the lotas a playground.

Information in this article was obiained
from Peoples Bible College Memoidr wiitten by
Rache! Thomson widch coniaing written
memories  from  Peoples Bible College
students and Crace Tabemnacle congregaion
members, Ako ured were archhal materiafof
OCCHS and research on the Methodist
Churh ffom Vaous sOLces,
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Poems by Irene Berrian, Colorado Cify Public Schools 902

We received from a gentleman wiho frequents our flectures, a book that he ouna
around the house. It did not befong to a Bmily member and he f8it the History Centet
might enjoy it It is a schoof wiiting book with "Colorado City Public Schoof” printed on
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OCTOBER PROGRAM:
First Person Portrayal of a Civil WiirSoIdzer
a Union Family’s Stoxy . :

= % Saqf"ﬂciqber 10 .
bk, Kt ] Imeameﬂj

150th anniversary of the end of the Civil War

PRESENTER: Benny Nasser, Civil War re-enactor. He is a member of the
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War as well as the 21st Michigan
Volunteer Infantry and the Second Colorado Volunteer Infantry, a Civii
War re-enacting unit While researching his roots Benny found out that
a great number of his ancestors fought in the war.

In recognition of the 1 soth anniversary of the end of the Civil War
(186 §-2015), Benny will provide a close up viewofone Civil War soldier
- Darius Minfer. Darius was one of seven brothers fiom Ohio that
ought in the Civil War. He was wounded twice, was a prisoner of wat
twice, and survived the sinking of the side-wheeler Sultana as it was
returning Union prisoners home from the war. Darius Minier, now
“living’ in Denver will tell us about his experiences fiom r86r - 186%.

Don’t miss this chance fo meet this Civil War veferan.

This program is free to members and §§ to non-members.
Light refre shments will be served.
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Treasurer’s Report

September 2015

'This month I want to wrap up the end of summer by thanking a member that has
put in a lot of miles on behalf of local history, and that member is John Anderson,
author of OCCHS’s newly published book Lite Indian Praver Tices of the Pikes Peak
Regionn. And when I say miles, I really mean MILES. John's book that launched at
the beginning ofsummer has sold over 400 copies this summer. It is now in libraries
throughout the state and has peaked interest in hundreds of people who want to
help preserve these wonderful pieces of living history.

John has driven all over Colorado this past summer giving lectures and multiple
hikes educating people on the mysterious trees that were modified by the Ute
Indians over 150 years ago. From the Air Force Academy and Black Forest in our
local area to Beulah and on into Utah, John has driven and hiked miles.

OCCHS is operating fully in the black this year with one more major event our
Annual Holiday Tour coming in December. 1ask our members to start your Holiday
season off by supporting this event And, for all of your gift giving needs, come into
our bookstore and support our members that are authors: Don Ellis, John Anderson,
Stephanie Waters, Ruth Obee, David and Sharon Swint, Jan Pettit, Toni Hamill, and
the researchers that have contributed to Westword.

If you ever have any questions regarding OCCHS's finances, please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Suzanne Schorsch
Treasurer

Plan ahead - Save the date

Annual Holiday Tour

Sunday, December 6

‘The Old Colorado City Historical Society’s Board of Directors meets regulady the
third Monday of each month at 1:0o0 P.bL at the
Old Colorado City History Center, unless otherwise announced.
Interested visitors are always welcome at the Board meetings.

The next Board meeting will be October 19
at 1:00 PM. at the Old Colorado City History Center
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Prograrry: “Flrst Person Portrayal of a Chdl War Soldler” prezented by Benny
Wazzer, Commemorating the [ soth annivwerzary of the end of the Civil War,
thiz program will present Darine Miniers memores of hiz Civil War
experience recounted while be was living in Denver in 1gog, Darus was one
of zeven Obio brothers who fought in the Civil War, He waz wounded twice,
a prizoner of war twice, and =urvivwed the sinking of the side=wheeler Suffarna
as it retmed Union prisoners bome after the war.
OZCHS members free, others b s.oo

Program: “Woild War [T Storles: Pearl Harbor and ihe Dollitle Rald™
prezented by Een Valles. Een bas zaudied the Pacific Theater of WWWII az a
bobby for over 3o ears This bas included wips to Asia The prezentaticn
starts witth the attack on Pear]l Harbor, and then explaine America’s fivst major
responze known as the Dolittle Rald Ther will be video clips and a dizfay
that complements the ztory of'a mizsion that i= actually bard to Eelieve A= we
celebrate Veterare Day Bemembrance on Movember 11, let 1= ouly wevere
those valiart efforts of Amercans who served in Wearld War [T, The program
will reveal the courage, innowvation, drama and faith of our American warrioms.,
OCCHS members fiee, otbers koo

Arvmial Holday Towur

Old Colorado Cily Hislory Cenier
1 8 24th Street Colorado Spiings, CO 8agoy ~ (719) 636-1225 ~ Attpr/fmww.occhs.ong

Museurm Hours: Toues. thru Sat 11 =4 Free Admissionn.  Donations greatly appredated.




