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Colorado College Park

by Don Ellis

When Colorado Springs was laid out in
1371, twenty acres west of North Cascade
Avenue was set aside as the College Reserve.
A little later, land set aside for a college was
increased by adding an adplining twenty
acres east of North Cascade Avenue. It was not
until 1874 that a college was established
which would later muake use of the College
EBeserve. Profssor Thomas Haskell of the
University of Wisconsin mowved to Colorado
Springs In 1373 for the health of his alling
daughter. After she died, Profssor Haskell
sought to honor her memory by establishing
a college. The Congregational Association
sanctioned the enterprise and appointed a
committee to determine the best location for
the college. After comsidering several towrs in
Colorado, the commiitee chose Colorado
Springs as offering several advantages. The
most important of these seemingly was that
deeds in Colorado Springs forbade the sale of
Intoxicating liquors. A charter #r Colorado
College was filed with the County Recorderon
February 21, 1874.

For the first few years after s founding
Colorado College was in a precarious position
At first, preparatory classes were held in the
Wanless Block at the corner of Pikes Peak
Avenue and Te jon. Prokssor Haskell, who had
become financial agent for the college, raised
money for a temporary building which was
comstructed on a 25 foot lot across from
Acacia Park at a cost of $ 1,200 This bullding
was opened in September, 1874, and was
home to Colorado College until 1830
Frogssor Haskell had also managed to secure

pledges totaling $ 17,050, But, with the difficult
financial conditions of the time he was unable
to collect the promised conttibutions; and the
temporary bullding soon carded a $1,500
mortgage,

Al the end of the 1874 fall term all of the
Instructors except Professor French resigned.
Eev. James Cr. Doughtery of Wyandotte, Karsas
was elected the first President of Colorado
College. He was also unsuccessfil In
improving the College's financial conditiorn
and he, too, resigned In the winter of 1875.
Regular classes were suspended that winter.
However, Professor Kerr, who had replaced
Frogssor French, taught classes in assaying
chemistry, metallungy, peology, and mining at
his own expense and resporsibility.

In the summer of 1876 Rev. E. N. Bartlett oi
Colorado Springs wrote to Rev. E. P. Tenney
sugpesting  that he consider coming to
Colorado College. In 1368, Rev. E. P. Tenney
had been the pastor of the Congregational
Church in Central City, Colorado and had
proposed to the Ministerial Congregational
Association that immediate steps be taken to
establish a  Christian  college  under
Congregational auspices in Colorado Tertitory.
Having already recopnized the need for a
college In Colorado, like Colorado College,
Rev. E P. Tenney retumed to Colorado from
Massachusetts and asswmed the duties of
Fresident of Colortado College in September,
1376,

Of course, establishing a firm financial

Continued on Pace 3
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footing for the college was among his highest
ptiotities. President Tenney was successful in
soliciting a geperous gift fiom Henry Cutler of
Wilbralam, Mass which supported the
comstruction of Cutler Hall, the first
permmanent building on the College Reserve,
which then became the Colorado College
campus, President Tenney envisioned a plan
to dewvelop a substantial endowment for the
college. This involved developing land around
the campus and profiting from the
development To accomplish this, Rev. E. F
Tenney, Judge James B. Severy, and Mr. John
Campbell incorporated the Colorado College
Land Company eadly in 1882 with a capital
stock of$50,000. The objective of the Colorado
College Land Company was "to render ald to
Colorado (College) by direct gifis from the
shareholders out of thelr profits; by improving
the real estate of the college; by acquirng and
holding real estate in the neighborhood ofthe
college; Improving the same by lrrigation,
cultivation, building and disposing of the
same, and by acquiring, bullding and
maintaining  irripation ditches, and using,
selling or disposing of the water." Further, the
Colorado College Land Company proposed to
render ald to students by furnishing cheap
rentals and farm work

Fresident Tenney devoted his entire enengry
and resources into putting the college on a
firm fimncial BHoting, Ofien he acquired
property for the Colorado College ILand
Company in his own mame and with his
personal resources, possibly putting himselfa
financial risk

Soon, President Tenneys interest In
development to benefit Colorado College
expanded beyvond the campus area. In 1383
he, John Campbell and Walter M. Hatch
incorporated the Hale River Toll Foad
Company to bulld a toll road in Cheyenne
Canyon. Then, the Aptil 19, 1834 Codorado
Spreitzes Weekdy Gazetteannounced:

“COLORADO COLLEGE PARK - Comprising
the North Cheyenne Canon, the East Half of
the South Chevenne Canon, and the
Headwaters of Bear Creek.

The Colorado College Land Company had
acquired these properties and built two miles
ofroad and two miles of trails. Admission fees
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charged at the gate were to be used:

First - 1o Improve the roads calfs and
grounds, and the opening up of the
property, rmaking it more accessible o the
pubifc

Sccond - 16 paying the fnrerest uporn the
cost of the propesty.

Third - Whatever fncome there may be
father, wif be expended for Cofarado
Coflege fibrary and nacusd Hfstory cabiner,
both of which are opern fiee to the pubfic

The announcement described wvarious
excursions In the park and set forth the fees
and park rules.

Citizers were not pleased with the
admission fees. And, they became all the more
displeased when Colorado College Park was
closed on Sundays, while Sundays were the
only days working men and women had for
recreation. An editorial in the July 30 Colorado
Sprines Gazpite volced strong oblection to the
tolls and sugwested that the city or the county
purchnse North and South Chewenne

Canyons, stating:

. Both Nortfh and South Cheyenne
cations are owated by private partles and
thelr beatrty can be viewed and corniors
enpyed onfy by the payment of tolfs Our
most beawtfid scenery s now no foneer as
ifree as the ale This was our boast We fhad
the ffee etyjoyrnettt ol these beactfid resorts
so fong thac we did nort reaffze thelr value
Lt they were taken ffom us We now feef
the need of themn and see the mbstake of
ever allowine them (o becomne private
property.”

.. Maty of our peope can atlord wo pay
the toff, thoueh it i a burden but it shold
be remembered that anotfier cfass of our
popitfation that peshaps most needs the tse
of the cafions & debamred fforn thelr use by
tfe toffs

«.. Iffthe owners affthese cafions) wilf seff,
as we undesstand they wilf some plan
shotdd be deviked to buy the cafions ot of
pubffc maonfes as they wilf direcdy
corntetbute to the prosperity of owr city, We
cariot frnagine any more judidous wse of
the public fiuds.”

The Colorado College Land Company had
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becomne over extended and defiulted on its
obligations. The Hrst Natiomal Bank of
Colorado Springs which held a note secured
by the Cheyenne Canyon propernty foreclosed.
Fresident Tenney was bitted y criticized for his
mamgement of College affiirs. He was forced
to resign from the College and left Colorado
Springs in 1384 an embittered man broken in
spirit and health Professor James Hutchison
Eerr later wrote about the situation as follows:

“'wo or tiwree pessinists fnn the West and
tWo ar threc or fess twadstood advisers it
the Last parafzed the generous Hends of
Colorade Coffege, fnn the very fowr that
thelr assistarice was of val fmportance
Then came the reckondng thar shoild
never frave beenn Random and fictdoiss
assertions and puesses, without sutlficlent
fnvesteation aken as oue, fed many of us
o say things axd do things e we 1w
fasow were tirwarranted.

It was nor il the spaine of 1904 that
the witter fad the reasorn to suspect tfat he
fimsell fad wundnrendonally done Me
Tenrey a preat fnfusdee. This infusdee fas
Beent privately acknowledged, He (the
writer) now akes this opportaity publicly
o say that a thoroueh investeadon of
supposed s shows thern wortfiess and,
corweqirendy, all inferetices dravar fomn
the same as o infwse of money, elc, are
fake and thar fhe (the writer) sincerely
regrets any Aash o wifist federmnent givern
efther pubdicly or pefvacedy:

Mz fenneys intetest iy Colorado Coflese
wis a devotion, a catsecradorn: His task was
Hercudean Hifs work a aeavon HE
resources marvelous. His faih divine To be
feld up in sfefir of the goal wihich fe so
distinctly saw;, was o be aushed under a
Talline sky 16 Afm and to the Collere ft fas
meant years of strugele and suspense; bt
with the growitle of the genefations, the
mame of Tenney wilf becorne ticher and
maore and maore inspleing o e studens of
Colorade Coflepe Some day Colofado
Sprines and the mounain West oy wihich
fre practfcally and unsefflsfly pave Hfs g
wilf do fidf justice o Fresidenr Edward
Fayorn fenney”

The citizens of Colorado Springs voted to
purchase the Cheyenne Canmyon property
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which had been part of Colorado College Park
from the First Natiomal Bank of Colorado
Springs for $6,000; and in 1835 it became a city
ark.

P In 1007 General Palmer deeded additional
land in North Cheyenne Canyon to the Clty,
making North Cheywenne Canyon Park more
than 1,700 acres inall

In 1916, speaking to the Chamber of
Commerce, Asa T. Jones noted, "Not long ago
the chaimman of our parks board had occasion
to show our parks to the govemor of the state
of Connecticut He could not sufficiently
express his envy of a city which possessed a
park like North Cheyenne canon.”

EEFERENCES:

Buckley, Louise, 1he Hikwwyv of Colorado
Collepe 1874 1904 Master's Thesis, Colorado
Collegre, 1935 {reproduced on-line as Chapter 3
of"A Colorado College Reader™)

Kerr, James Hutchison, "The Pioneer Day of
Colorado College”™ E Faso Cotanty Democrat,
FPioneer Editton, December 1908 (reproduced
on-ine as Chapter 2 of "A Colorado College
Reader")

Howben, Irving, Mernares ofa 1iEdime it the

Fikres Peak Region(1925), reprinted 2007 by the
Old Colorado Clty Historical Society.
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NEW COLLECTIONS/DONATION GUIDELINES
Effective March zo16

"ollectiorns adwance the muzenm’s mizzion while zerving the public, Becanze collectionz are beld in met for the
putic and are made accezzible for the pablic's benefit, the pubHic experts mitzeums to maintain the highest ledml,
ethical and professional standardz, To demwretrate these standards, nneeuns estabizh policies o suppart i
mizsicn and operations and to guide derizion-making Policies give the gowerning awrhority, ataff and public the
oppartunity to learn about standards and belp the nnzeurmn fulfill it weeponeibilities az a steward of collectionz”
=best practices ffom American Alliance of Muzeums

1-5hould I just drop offmy donation?

We azlk that wou call the museimy, at 7rg-636-1 225 or email at infb@occhs org fist to discuss wour donation and to
make an appointment The Collections Department will make an initial determination of whether or not wour
donation iz appropriate tbr our collectiors and interview wou for the object's uze hbiztory The uze bistory = a wery
important part of the dopaticn, [fwe donot accept your donation we will inform you about other nneseums, which
might be interested,

z-Daes the Museum accept everything that 13 offereds
Aocording to owr mission statement, the Mizeum collects items wlating to the bistory and culbtae ofOld Colorado
City and Early El Pazo County, Preference i= given to obijects pertaining to these areas, which reflect their context of
arigin, 1ee by an individual or group for the prerpose thr which the object was made, are of good quality and wpair,
and are chararteristic or typical for a given period and madition,

2=Why I3 mydonaton tempoarary?

The temiporary receipt = for your protection as well as the Museum's Dhrirg the review peried, the Mhieeum will
bave time to seriously consider wour domation. Although, we will take care of the itemils) diring the review periad,
we hawe no ihsurance to cover it in the event of an accident or loses, Your items will Be compared to our miszion
statement abd the permarent collecticn to determite ite suitability for ibcluzion in the permanent collection, T woar
donation iz troed down or if wou change your mind, it will Be retirned to you during this review period,

4~-What will the Museum do with my donatlon once 1tis accepted?

The doration will be azzigned to either the permarnent collection or education collection, The permanent collection
iz desigrated for preservation. Theze itemz are handled and proceszed according to the bighest niseim standands
and are exhibited only nder secure and zafe conditions The eduration collection contain: objgcts which are
dezignated for programs, They are 1zed fior tour grovpes, student clazses and tactile learning experiences. You will Ee
netified as to which category your donation has been azs igned,

5=-When will my daonation be an exhibit?

Thiz depends on the item's appropriateness to the Museum's exbibition program, Space limitations and conzervation
concerre dictate that we cannot exhibit all of our artifacts at any obe time There are Tany objects that sbould not
be exhibited frequently because they may be damaged by exposuare to light and the ernwvircnmenrt, We cannot
ouamntes when or ifyour donation will be exbibited, bome ver, sour obhiects will reeeive the best of care, inzuring that
they will be available fior the use of futire gererations, Exhibite are not the only way we use owr items The Museum
iz a public institution, and collectionz are avallable (by appobtment) for study by scholars and the interested pubilic,

6-IF my donatlon 13 put on display, will 1 be credited?
It iz not our policy to credit donors b print within an exbibit except tnder special cireimistances, 3uch az a new
accession,

7-Can I take a tax deductlon on my donatlon?

Certainly, The TR3 and Muzeum policy probhibits vz from apprais ing donations For your ommn records and protec tion,
we recommend that wou obain an independent appmizal The Muzeum will make yoar deration awailabHe for
irepection by the appmizer of war choice.

5-How will the Museum acknowledge my donaton?

If your doration iz accepted for either the petmnanent or the eduration coller tion, o will receive a peraonal letter of
thanks You will alzo receive a deed of gift to zign and retiun to ue The deed of giff makes the ariginal tempomEry
receipt il and void,

g-Da you take permanent or lang-term loans?

Mo As a public agency, the Muzeum does not accept long-termed or so~called "permanent” loans We bawe a
rezporeibility to direct our resoirces toward the gepeml comnbitys berefit, and rot to act a3 caretakers for an
individual's property. o order to give our collections the wery best care and stomge conditions, all items in the
collectichz muet be owned by the IMuseum and unencumbered by resmicticns

APPOINTRMENTS WITH COLLFCTIONS AT 71r9-636-1225.

“Cood policies belp the mseum achieve i mizzion and demeonstrate it commitment to profEssional standards
and best practices” Jobo E. Simmon (Things Great and Small, zoof)
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APRIL PROGRAM:

Rankin Scott Kelly, rst Sheriff of El Paso County,
Colorado Territory (1861-1867)

Saturday April g, 2016
I11:00AM

Fresented by John Anderson

Rankin Scott Kelly was born July 6, 1826 in present day Houlton, Maine. His mother drowned
when he was two and his father and older sister Katherine raiged him. Kelly mn away from home
when he was 1 4, believing he had killed Katherines fiancee during a fistfight Kelly served in Co.
B 15t Pennevivania Infantry from December 15,1846 to Aprl 4, 1847 dwring the Mexican-
Amercan War. Eelly traveled west with a wapon train on the Santa Fe Trail and arrived in
Colorado City on June g, 1860, At that time Colorado City was still part of the Kansag Territory.
Kelly assisted Robert Finley in relocating the first sawmill to the Pikes Peak Repion and he
delivered the first load of cut lumber to Colorado City. Colorado territory was created on
February 28, 1861. Kelly was appointed the first Sheriff of Fl Paso County and Robert Finley
served as the first Treasurer. Sheriff Kelly was involved in a number of skimmishes with hostile
Indians during the Chevenne Wars {1 863-1 869). After Kelly stepped down as Sheriff he sold his
land north of the Garden of the Gods to General Palmer for $1000 cash and rode west into the
sunset In 19173, at the ape of 87, Kelly retumed to Fl Paso County where he lived at the Myron
Stratton Home and served as the night watchman until his death on December o, 101 3. Sheriff
Kelly is buried in Fvergreen Cemetery.

OCCHS mem bers free, other %500
SEATING IS LIMITED

MAY PROGRAM:

"Everybody Welcome”

Saturday May 14, 2016
11:.00 AM.

Presented by Kathleen Fsmiol

What is the likelihood that the middle child of seven voungsters born to Affican American
tenant firmmers in rural Oklahoma in 101 8 would become a ma pr figure in Colorado Springs and
Amercan history? Faced with the seemingly insuwmountable challenpes of her father's
accidental death, the Dust Bowl, and a family move west to Colorado Springs in 1933, Fannie
Mae Duncan defied the odds. She emerped as an entrepreneur, sucessful businesswoman, and
community activist. Duwring the volatile Civil Rights era, Colorado Springs was peacefully
integrated as everyvone clamored to see the great black entertainers of the day at Fannie Mae's
COTTON CLUE where " everybody was welcome?”

Awthor, Kathleen Esmiol, pave her school class a project which led to their meeting Miss
Duncanand producing a play on her life. That experience led to the author's personal fiiendship
with Fannie Mae and finally her book. Don't miss this chance to enjoy historic photopraphs and
hear the remarkable story of Fannie MMae Duncan which is chronicled in "African American
National Biography.”

OCCHS members fiee, others $5.00

DON'T MISS THIS SATURDAY PROGRAM. Doors open at 1o:30 AM.
SEATING IS LIMITED
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A Proud Community

Many communities have a historical society, but none quite like OUCHS. We hawe in the
thousands of people who come in to visit us each wear, through activities like Territory Das, our
monthly meeting Propgrams, commun ity activities like Tunnel Towrs and those who visit our museum
and bookstore. This past month, Douglas County hosted an OCCHS author, JOHN ANDERSON, to
educate their parks and recreation deparntments regarding Ute Culturally Modified Trees. That day we
sold over thinty five books and shared with almost 100 people. OCCHS is truly fulfilling our Mission
Statement, educating people on our local history, not only in our conumunity, but throughout the state,

Our members, who come out of our community, are amazing people. This past month T have
gotten to work with two of our new Board of Directors. DON HANSEN, our new Vice President, took
over our data base. 1only had time to work with him just a little prior to an emergency that took me
away firom the Center and he did membership billing and those things needed from ouwr data base for
the newsletter, without a hitch. CAROLYN HATCH will be taking over two major events this wear,
Temritory Daye and the Crafiers. She has taken on these jobs munning strong. I vou would like to help
in anv of our events, please call and leave yvouwr name and number with our books tore workers.

And, how are we financially, the volunteers of OCCHS are working hard to make sure that this
Society will live on into the fiture. As Treasurzr, T would love to sit down and go over our financial
gituation with anvone who wants to see numbers. But for those who don't want to see numbeis, let
me justsay, I see a bright future for OCCHS and am proud to be part of this community.

Suzanne Schorsch
Treasurzr
Questons, call 719-3371-17586

Vebnboer RESEARCH LIBRARY HELP
- Good orpanizational skills needed. Crpanire
Help ‘a\ anted book shelves, newsletiers and more. Help

visitors do research. Enjoyablequiet
environment . Will train.
BOOKSTORE WORKERS Leave meassage. for Kathy at 636-1 225
Denate one day a month (or meore) 11am. to 4:00
gresting wisitors, sharing a bit of OCC historyand

selling books. REFRESHMENT COORDINATOR
Fun, easy job. Onthejob training available. Help neaded setting up refreshment table at
Leave message. for Susie at 636-1225 monthly meetings. Money available for supplies. I

ol enjoy setting a nice table, thisis the job for woul
Leave message. for Roberta at Agf-1225

DATA ENTRY VOLUNTEER
The Collections Department needs help with
data entry. Excel proprammling very usefill
The Membership Chaltman also needs some
computzer help.
Leave message. for Don or Sharon at 636-1 225

‘The Old Colorado City Historical Society’s Board of Directors meets regulady the
second Monday of each month at 1:00 P.M. at the
Old Coloradoe City History Center, unless otherwise announced.
Interested visitors are always welcome at the Board meetings.

The next Board meeting will be April 12
at 1:00 EM. at the Old Colorado City History Center
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Program: “Banidn Scott Eelly, st Shedff of F1 Paso County” presented by
Jobn Anderson, Fankin Scott Kelly raveled west and arrived in Colorado City
oo June §, 1860, After Colorado Territory was created Eelly was appointed
the first Sheriffof El Pazo County. After Eelly stepped dowm az Sheriffhe sald
his land nerth of the Carden of the Cods o Ceneral Palmer fior brooo cash
and rode west into the zimzet. o o1 3, at the age of 87, Eelly moumed to El
Pazo County where be lived at the WMyron Sratton Home and served as the
night watchman until hiz death on December 3o, 191 3. Sheriff Eelly iz haried
it Evergreen Cemetersy,
OCCHS members fiee, otbers bgoo

Program: "Everybody Welcome® prezented by Eathleer Ezmiol What = the
likelibood that the middle child of zewn wungsters bom to African
American terant trmers in nml Oklaboma it 1o 8 would Become a major
fioure in Colomdo Spring: and American bistory? Faced with the zeemingl v
inzurTnountable challerges of ber father's accidental death, the Dust Bowl,
and a family meove west o Colomde Springs in 1533, Fannie Mae Dunean
defied the odde. She emerged a= an entreprenenr, sucessfil businesswoman,
and community activist During the volatile Civil Rightz em, Colorado
Springs was peacefilly integrated as e werywobe clamormed to see the great Black
entertainers of the day at Farnie Maes COTTON CLUE where " everybody
waz welcomel
OCCHS members fiee, otbers bgoo

Old Colorado Cily Hislory Cenier
1 8 24th Street Colorado Spiings, CO 8agoy ~ (719) 636-1225 ~ Attpr/fmww.occhs.ong

Musernm Hourrs: Tues, thru Sat 11 — 4 Free Admifssion Donations greatly appre dated.




