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Pioneers in the Revitalization of “Old” Colorado City

by Dave Hughes

By 19075 the Westside of Colorado Springs
was declared - by the City - a Slum and
Blighted area. Half of the 100 commercial
store-front buildings between 2 4th and 23th
Streets, West Colorado Avenue, were empty -
of both business and customers.

1970 Census Data from the residential
tracts between Chestnut street on the Fast
and 32d Street on the West showed Its
population in roughly 4,000 homes had only
half'the family incomes of the rest ofthe City.

The City Council through its Community
Development Department was prepared to
use the same Federal Bloc Grant Funds that it
had been awarded by HUD and had been
used by desigmting a ‘blighted” Urban
Eenewal district that encircled Downtown
Colorado Sprngs, to help ‘redewvelop' lts
commercial potential

Obvwvious to all old timers, that project
resulted more in tearing down historical
buildings such as the 18008 “Burns Opera
House” than attempting to upgrade, preserve
or reuse them “Modernization” was all the
tage for fading downtowns In the 1960%.

But 1976 wouwd be the nation's
Bicentennial, and Colorado's Centennial Year.
Since nobody else would, I had volunteered
to head up the dual celebration for all El Paso
County.

Two men, Luther McKnight and Leroy
Ellinwood, approached me and asked
whether I could do anything for historic “Old
Town" - (as the long ago dissolved “Colorado
City,” now “Wesiside” Colorado Springs, had
been called).

Ewven though I was a mtive, I knew little
of Old Town's history separate Colorado
Springs. 1 asked them to educate me. They
swiftly did Just that

Now 1 kpew, fromn studying Naisbitt's
Mepatrends, that historically times of great
change in America are times of bursts of
startup small business entrepre neurship. The
o0's and eatly 70o's were 'change! I decided to
give that idea a test - coupling historic
celebration and preservation of the modest
turn-of- the-century buildings of “Old Town™
Into a new economic beginning,

I needed the help of business expertise,
tisk taking Investors, and  bureaucratic
knowledge of what Federal Block grants could
be used for. 1 found them through these
forgotten Piloneers' ofthe Redewelopment of
“Old” Colorado City.

WES COLBRUNN

Wes had been a banker, and small
business - restaurant - owner in St Louis. He
had lost his restaurant duting the social
upheavals there, moved to Colorado Springs,
and was working in a bank

But he was attracted to historical
preservation small business, and knew bank
lending practices.

About that time I met with Jake Lance,
from the Small Business Administration
{SBA) in Denver. There was no SBA office In
Colorado Springs. I asked him whether an

Continued on Pace 3
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SBA puaranteed bank loan could be coupled
with a HUD Block Grant Loan for the same
small business venture. He said he knew of
none In the US, but he couldn't see anything
wrong with that I communicated that to Wes
Colbrunn, handed him the SBA papers Br its
tules and conditions, we huddled and he said
“That will work.”

Out of that came the non profit Old
Colorado City Development Company, with
Wes as its director, which arranged over 35
owher-occupant business and building
acquisition loans with the added condition
that the new owner had to preserve the
historical architecture of his bullding.

DON BATES

Don Bates owned a successful Insurance
Company. He had a small building in the 2400
Block of Old Town, and owned an historical
“Tatrret Truck™ which had been manufactured
in the 2700 block ofthe otigiml Colorado City:

When I was casting around for a way to get
a business association for Old Town started, 1
asked Don about it He polinted to a small
historic plague, dated in the 1950's Wwith the
name “Westside Commercial Club” on it He
said revive that It will have some standing
“downtown” I remembered the historical fact
that the original, 1850 business association -
which recorded deeds, hung horse thieves,
and promoted business was called the
“Colorado Clity Commercial Club” So 1
grabbed It, and it became for now the “Old
Colorado City Commercial Club.” Thanks to
Don Bates.

I volunteered to manage OCCCC. By then 1
owhed the first Personal Computer Bulletin
Board in the entire city —a Kadio Shack Model
1, with a telephone modem attached. With a
copy of the first spread sheet 'Visicalc'
Installed on my Model 1 1 tracked every
building, asking price, business loan made,
number of employees, and total retall sales.
And, Tused it to promote “Old Colorado City”
and its programs nationally.

GENE BEENT

Crene Brent, one time Hollywood westem
actor, moved into the area. He first rented and
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later bought empty 2516 West Colorado
Avenue, turning it into a retall Ceun Store.

As a new business owner, In an 1300
building, in the center of what was - In s
heyday - a wild west town, he took preat
interest in the businesses on the sireet, historic
preservation and public events.

About that time - 1975 - I was able to
organize the first “Territory Days” festival, as a
patade through “Old Town”

BOB SFEER

Now It was golng to take real investment to
fill up the two blg, half empty, three-story
brick Buildings at the corner of 25th and
Colorado Avenue.

Bob Speer, mtive, was a Commodity
Broker. He looked over Old Town's bulldings
and came up with the $75,000 needed to buy
the largely empty, and run down “Templeton
Block” building. He proceeded to rehabilitate
it for office spaces.

And, he was one of my first customers
when 1 started up ‘'Colorado City
Communications” in one space, and started
linking up, wired and wireless, Old Town
Businesses and his brokerage to the Internet

NORM CLARK

‘The Norm Clark family already had a setles
of 'Clark Service S5Stations' [n southern
Colorado - the first one having been In the
2700 block of Old Town in the 19208, getting
its gras from a railroad tanker car pulled by the
narrow gauge Denver and Rio Grande along
West Cucharras Avenue from downtown, and
left on a small spur behind the Clark
buildings.

Norm, brought a practical businessman's
attitudes and sKills to the Commercial Club as
he also sat on the Board of the Old Colorado
City Dewelopment Company - which Wes
Colbrunn managed, and which made HBock
Crant loans with SBA Guaranteed Bank Loars
to new businesses.

EDSCHOCK

Ed Shock had built and owned Schock's
Hardware store after the end of World War IL
He and wife Edna operated [t successfully in
Old Town even after large Chain stores were
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everywhere. His secret was that his store,
staffed in the afterncors by Edna, had
‘everything' When westsiders could not find
an ftem in a chalin store, he always seemed to
have it - or a solution to a homeowners
hardware problem.

Ed was a competent businessman. He
rendered good advice, when Gene Brent had
one of his wild and woolly Iideas at
Commercial Club meetings.

SHIELEY BONDS

Shidey Bonds owned “Peetess Graphics” -
a long time Print Shop, across three store
fronts. Beyond her provision of custom
printing services, she added a book store
which carried many of the publications about
“Old Colorado City” She ewven printed my
book, in 1977, “Historic Old Colorado City*
The first one published about the historic
town.

MARIAN BUSEY
Marian was the first "artist' to organize in
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Old Town, and even financially back, the Arati
Artists Callery. This helped spawn a whole
series of art galleries and studios from the
Squash Blossom, to Ganman's large scale
operation. Aratl succeeded so well the co-op
was able to buy thelt building:

LUCILLE CUNNINGHAM

Lucille, investor in apartment projects near
Old Town, and a licensed real estate broket,
became the dynamic President of the Old
Colorado City Historical Society in the 1000,
She managed the complex acquisition by the
Soclety of the 1830 First Baptist Church
Building using a large gift from Luther
McEnight, and then through a whole series of
grants remodeled the building and grounds,
turning it into the History Center valued today
at nearly $500,000.

[

Above are fust same of the pfotieerity prfvate
Individials wio flielped e a blfehired soifp
into ditrarnic “OM Colorado Chy”

Those m City Government Who Supported
Old Colorado City Redevelopment

= Bob Isaac - First as a City Councilman, then as Mayor, backed the 1082 application by
the Commercial Club for Old Colorado City to become a National Historic District - the
first in Colorado Springs. He later used Old Town in his successful bid for Colorado
Springs to be mamed an “All American Clity”

s+ Leon Young, Vice Mayor - Sat on the city's Block Grant Loan Program
» Jim Einge - Kan the Clty's Community Development Departrent

+ Bob Patoni - Staffed the City's, Old Colorado Clity Office space

= Bill Eberhardt - Community Development Department Staff

s Eric Swab - Community Development Department Staff

» Tim Scanlon - The Clty Historic Freservation Staff Specialist
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Chief Manifou: Outbound Journeys

Friday March 11, 2016
11:00 AM.

Presenfed by Bob Cronk

Murmber 2
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This Program will provide a lThorough discussion of
a Nalive American named Pedro Cajele, known as
Chief Manilou. When Bob and Carolvn Cronk were
first exploring Pedro’s Cave in Wifliarns Canvon = Thev
asked " Where's Pedro?’ The answer was lhal he was
an old Indian who sold Irinkefs al the Cave of lhe
Winds., which laler becarne called "Pedro’s Cave'.
Thev were lold nol much was known aboul him and
there were no pholos of him. Bob is nol a hisiorian,
bul coming from a background of feaching and
research = his curiosifv was fueled and he began
searching. His quesl led fo Ihe revelalion of fhe
colorful and besl loved characler = "Chief Manilou'.
An excellenf PowerPoini presenialion, which Follows
Bob's book, Chief Manilou: Oulbound Journevs.
reveals manyv pholographs of Pedro, his Farnilv and
descendanis. Tracing Pedro’s sfory from when he
arrived in Colorado Springs in 906 Ihrough his
vears of selling Irinkels fo fourisis. Learn the frue siorv
of Pedro Cajele (called Chief Manilou Dby rnanv
nalives), his farnilv and descendanis. Bob's books wilf
be available for purchase.
OCCHS members free. ofhers $5.00
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APRIL PROGRAM:

Rankin Scoll Kelly, | st Sheriii of EI Paso County,
Colorado Terrilory (1861 =-1867)

Saturday April O, 2016
| 1:00AM

Presented by John Anderson

Rankin Scott Kelly was born July 6, | 526 in present day
Houlton, Maine. His mother drowned when he was two and
his Tfather and older sister Katherine raised him. Kelly ran
away from home when he was | 4, believing he had killed
Katherine's Tiancee during a fisliight. Kelly served in Co. B
| st Pennsylvania Infantry from December | 5,1 846 to April
4, 1 847 during the Mexican-Am erican War. Kelly traveled
west with a wagon train on the Santa Fe Tral and arrived in
Colorado City on June 5, 1 S60. Al that time Colorado City
was slill part of the Kansas Terrifory. Kelly assisted Robert
Finley in relocating the first sawmiil fo the Pikes Peak Region
and he delivered the first load of cut lumber to Colorado City.
Colorado terrifory was created on February 23, 1 36|, Kelly
was appointed the first Sheriit of El Paso County and Robert
Finley served as the first Treasurer. Sheriff Kelly was
involved in & nurber of skirmishes with hostile Indians during
the Cheyvenne Wars (| 863-1 869). After Kelly stepped
down as Sheriff he sold his land north of the Garden of the
Gods to General Palrmer for $1 000 cash and rode west into
the sunset In 1913, at the age of 87, Kelly returned to El
¥ Paso County where he lived at the Myron Stratton Home and
served as the night watchmnan until his death on December
30, 191 3. Sheritf Kelly is buried in Evergreen Cemetery.

OCCHS members free, others $5.00
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Presidents’ Letter

It is my pleasure to introduce each of you to owr new OCCHS Board. Youw'll see two new names on the
Board of Diractors list Don Hansen, our new vice-president and Carolyn Haich a new member. Please
make them welkome.

This years ouwtstanding programs remain under the direction of returning Board member Sandy
Hanzlian. You can count on learning something new about Old Colorado Clty and the Westside at each
meeting fiom January through May and Se ptember throuph December, and yowr 325 or 335 membership
quickly pays for ikelf even if yvou only use it for meetinpgs. Of course, members also receive the West Word,
published ten times a vear by Don Ellis, and they enjoy 10% off books In the Bookstora.

Special fund-raising events scheduled this year begin in May with Territory Days. In July we're bringling
back Tunnel Tales, and Haunted Historles returns in late September or early October. Afier a year off] the
Holiday Tour once apain gives members and puests a chance to visit beautifully decorated historic homes
and businesses.

A summer picnic/pot luck on the prounds is also In the works, and a special Founders’ Day program
will honor owr “Prese rving the Past for the Future” purpose. The Crafters will be back to sell thelr wares on
our corner, and, as always, yowr Museum is open weekly from 11-2 In the winter and 17-4 In the summer.
Here volunteers share thelr enthusiasm for owr exhibits; archivis & catalogue and restore donated liems; and
maintenance staff keep the building repaired.

I invite you to participate in each and every event Start planning now to join in the fun: Yolunteer to
bring treats o a meeting, to wiite a HWest Wosd article, to don historic parb and play a character, to do a
program. Don't hide your talents! You ARE the hlstory we celebrate here. Share your knowledpe and help
us keep OCCHS golng and prowing,
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Roberta Haxdy
New Election Exhibit
As you step Imto the voting booth this

November or fill out that mall in ballot
consider how much things have changed

T AMemeian
Pat Ebersole

Thic month wae baw Josi another Jong finme

reparding how we pick candidates to run owr
clty, state and country.

A new exhibit has been Installed at ow
hlstory center that reflects the changes. Tths a
slotted GLASS DOME used In voting during
the late 18%00% and early 1900's. Duwing the
time this plass contalner was used, Colorado
law stated that for transparency sake, plass had
to be wsed for voting. Marllyn Lee, exhibit
coordinator, has set up the display complete
with ballots from 197173, when Rew. Duncan
Lamont was running for office and voting was
taking place on whether Colorado City would
go dry.

Plzase stop by and see the new exhlibit.

mamber and dadicated whnieer Paticia {FPai)
Ebharsnlo passed away Febrwaryr 6, 2016 at hor
home Paitand hay late husband FaRpa halped the
O Coloado Ciyr Historical Sock gy whonevarask
FPat generonslr baked bhosied and geided foprs
offan gf ewents She Jowed peoplk, music square
diancing and dawvef and made the most of har time
gntil hay death Fat ks sprvived by Boer son faRpe
and dagghiar Piann as well as grand and great
grandchidren She wilf be missed A Ceke biation of
Iife service was Aekf on Febrwary 22 at Grace and
S5t Stephans Fpiscopal Church in Calorado Springs

‘The Old Colorado City Historical Society’s Board of Directors meets regulady the
second Monday of each month at 1:00 P.M. at the
Old Coloradoe City History Center, unless otherwise announced.
Interested visitors are always welcome at the Board meetings.

The next Board meeting will be March 14
at 1:00 FM. at the Old Colorado City History Center
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Programy: “Chief Mandiow: Dwbound Jourmeys” prezented by Bob Cronk,
When Bob and Camlyn Cronk were first exploring Pedre's Cave in Williams
Canywon, they azked “Where's Pedro®™ They were told that bot muach wasz
kromm about him, and there were no photos Babz quest led to the revelation
of the colorful and Eest loved character, “Chief Manitow" Bob's prezentation
traces Pedro Cajete, hiz family, and dezcendantz fiom the time be arrived in
Colorade Springs in 1gob through his years of =zlling rinkets to tourists, Bob's
book, Shefdoifon Cutbound fommeps, will Be availabe for prrchaze
OCCHS members free, others br.oo

Program: “Ranidn Scott Kelly, rat Sherff of Fl Paso County” prezented by
Jobn Anderzon, Fankin Scott Eelly was born in prezent day Houlton, Maine,
Eelly ran away flom bome when be was 14 and zerwed in CoB st
Pernnzylvania Infanty durirg the Mexican-American War, Eelly oawled west
and arrived in Colomdo City on une 5, 1860, Eelly delivered the first load of
cut lumber to Colorado City, After Colorade Territory was created Eelly wasz
appointed the first Sheriff of El Pazo County After Eelly ztepped down a=
Sberiffbe =old his land north of the Garden of the Gods to Ceneral Palmer for
brooo cash and rode west into the surzet o 1gr3, at the age of 87, Kelly
retirned to El Pazo Cowumty where be lived at the Myron Stmtton Heme and
zerved as the night watcbrman until biz death on December 3o, 101 3. Sheriff
Eelly is baried in Ewroreen Cemietery:

OCCHS members fee, otbers koo

Old Colorado Cily Hislory Cenier
1 8 24th Street Colorado Spiings, CO 8agoy ~ (719) 636-1225 ~ Attpr/fmww.occhs.ong

Musernm Hourrs: Tues, thru Sat 11 — 2 Free Admifssion Donations greatly appre dated.




