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The Massacre That Never Happened

Partr1 of 2
The Gathering Storm
by Fred Leich

Prologue

Listen: my chifdrer atdd your shalf Hear
Of the midndehit tide of” .. Elbridee ey

- Not exactlythe individual Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow had in mind when his eplc poem,
"Paul Revere's Ride,” first appeared in the
January 13671 issue of Atlantic Monthly. None
the less, Colorado Territory's Front Range
settlers and town folks, fom the Wyoming
border to Pueblo, were Just as much in debt to
Elbridge Gerry on August 20, 1364, as the
people of Middlesex, Massachusetts were to
Faul Revere on Aptil 19, 1775,

As the year 18671 drew to a close, a major
paradipm shift was revealing iself amongst
the Great Plains Indian tribes and the fraglile
peace between white menand Indians began
to untavel Militant Indian bands, most
notably the Cheyenne Dog Soldiers, were
driving major evenis. The passive Peace
Chiefs, who controlled the maljority of the
Indian populations, were trying desperatelyto
find ways to coexist with the white population
pouring into their lands. But, as the flood of
white settlers and miners continued
unencumbered, and treaties desipmed to
protect Indian tertitory were not honored
time and time again, the more belligerent
militant bands emerged as the frce to be
reckoned with ‘hile the majority of
Cheyenne, Arapahoe, and Sioux retreated to

government reservations, the warring militant
warriors did not They resolved to dd the
Colorado Territory Frontier of all white men
and reclaim all ofthe tetritory theyonce called
their hunting prounds.

Depredations and attacks by Cheyenne,
Arapahoe, and Sioux warriors rose steadily
following the start of the American Civil War
In April 1361. They Increased In both
frequency and brutality. What started as a
trickle before the Civil War, developed into a
flood once the Civil War started. The 1361
Treaty of Fort Wise took away g3% of the Plains
Indians' territory promised to them 10 jears
eatlier by the 13851 Treaty ofFort Laramie. The
militant Indian bands were bent on taking it
back. As intensity of the Civil War Increased,
more and mote US Army cavalry and infintry
(the soldiers who enforced treaties and
protected the white population), were ordered
east to fight Confederate armies. This lef
many Colorado Tetritory residents having to
fend for themselves. During 1862 and 18363
Impassioned pleas from Colorado Tertitorial
CGovemor John Evars for troops and
protection were lgmored. Marauding bands of
Cheyenne, Arapaho, and Sioux, exploited this
weakness and stepped up attacks on settlers,
miners stagecoach stations, and travelers on
the Emiprant Tirails. With a depleted Army
presence on the Great Plains, treaties could

Continued on Pace 3
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not be enforced and depredations went
‘unpunished.” As  these  depredations
escalated, pleas for troops and protection,
from John Evans continued to go out regularly
to Washington officials and specificallyto The
Commissioners of Indian Affirs Alfred B
Greenwood (1861) and William P. Dole (1861~
1865 ). But, with the Civil War raging, his pleas
for help £l on deaf ears.

Throughout the tumultuous petiod from

Gov. John Evans |

1862 through 1363, Evans received frequent
intelligence repotts on the FPlains Indians'
military capabllities and whereabouts. He
recefved this intelligence from white traders
like Elbridge Cemry and Robert North both of
whom had martied into Indian families. He
also received imtelligence from the soldiers
and Indian agents who interfaced with Plains
Indians ona regular basis. Duting the summer
of 1863, Evars received intellipence that the
Cheyenne, Arapaho and Sioux, were acquiring
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guns and ammunition far in excess of their
knowmn needs. Also they were readily willing
to exchange mote than the usual nwmber of
buffalo robes, hides, furs etc. or puns and
ammunition. It was a clear indication that
Plains Indians were stockpiling weapons and
ammunition or battle. Still, John Evans's pleas
for protection and troops went umnswered.
Then, on November 10, 1863, Evarns recelved
a shocking report from Robert North. North,
from an Arapaho wormman he had rescued from
the Utes, was told that the Cheyenne, Arapaho,
and Sioux warrior bands, in addition to
stockplilingg puns and ammunition, had
formed alliances with the Comanche, Apache,
and Klowa. The sole purpose of the these
alliances, was to assermble a mournted warrior
attacking force capable of annihilating the
entire white population between western
Fansas and the Rocky Moumtalins.
Simultaneously, the attacking force planned
to regain control of the six tribes' ancestral
Great Plains hunting prounds. The attacking
wartiors were planning to launch thelr attack
as soon as they had sufficient gurs and
ammunition to do so. The attack could come
as eatlyas the Spring of 1364. Not only was the
attacking force in the fiml stages of coming
together, but it had a well thought out battle
plan
The Battle Flan

FPhase 1. - Apphine the miffeuy
pittosopfy that “the enerny of my eteiny
I mmyiHend " the Cheyeiute, Arapaho, and
Sfoux rmade peace with the other farge
Cirear  FPlains normadic oibes, the
Comanche, Kowa, and Apache who Had
afl fost fand due o white mant
encroachiment  Ihey camviired these
irfbes that a comnblied attacking force
cotdd purpe the Great Flalns of wivte men
ard affow those wibes ro repain thelr
ancesof Humng erounds. It egiired alf
sy wrifes to cease irtertribal warfare and
work together for a cornmon catse, (No
easy sk considerine the amnown of
intertrtbal conffices wiich occurred o1 a
regudfar basis) But they did come together.

Phase 2. - Assemble en-rmasse ar
“Folaw of Hocks" onn Beaver Creek 124
mifes east af Denver, Once assembied,
aflocare three major armack proups o
arack Hur majr awers, (1) Denver Cly
arxd nearby settlers, (2) Cofarado City and
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nearby settlers, (3) all wiifte infabltats of
the Plame River Basin and () alf fsofaved
harne sites, homesteads and sertfements
long the Frame Kanee fform Worming (o
Fuehio.

Phase 3. - Dhide each farpe proup
Iite mudtiple small groups, each of the
smalfer groups capabe of overruiit
indiidual settfers’ flomesteads near the
tueeted  popidation centers, Arack the
fomesteads ar a preclse pre-coordinated
thne fust fhours before dac thne cout
telegraphr wites connectfng Denver to the
ouside warld and aff corttiecthity o and
berween mifffauy iy and  efegraph
sardfors. Once  the homesteads  were

destroyed, regroup amd  amack  the
popifation centers.
Phase g - After completion of

assioned mssions, FearoUp e masse at the
desionated rendezvous poittt, then retun
to flomme camps effiminadng  fsofared
hornesteads and wihite settiets ei rote,

Few believed North's November 1863 report
at first, mainly because few believed the six
tribes would put aside thelr animosity toward
each other in putsult of a common cause. But
they were wrong, As comoborating reports
filiered In Fvans knew he had a serious
problem on his hands, and he had only a few
months to do something about it On June 17,
1364 Arapahos, from the Indian attack frce
brutally murdered the Nathan Hungate family
of four near Elizabeth Colorado. On June 15,
1864 Notrth reported that the six tribe coalition
"was combining® and stated, "They are now
doing thelr best to unite all the tribes against
the whites." Evarns responded by appealing for
help from the Department of the Missoun
Commander Ma| Gen Curtls, The Military
Commander of New Mexico B/Gen Carlton
and the Military Commander of Nebraska
BiCGen Mitchell None sent help. Just a few
days eatler a reconnaissance party of six
Cheyenne Indians was captured on the
outskirts of Colorado City. Five of the six were
killed trying to escape. The six braves were
reconnoitering Coolorado City and the nearby
settlements.

Finally, on August 11, 1864, three days afier
members of the growing attack Hree
conducted a well planned coordinated attack
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on muliple stage stations, Evars was given
authotlty to raise a 1oo-day volunteer regiment.
The regiment’s main purpose was to protect
the population of Colorado Territory from
Indian attacks. Evars was permitted to draw
from Colorado volunteets in the Unlon Army
residing in Colorado. Immediately, Ewvans
formed The "Rocky Mountain Militatry District”
and put Major John Chivington in charge,
promoting Chivington to Colonel at the same
time (In 1864, volunteer regiments elected
their commanders and this new repiment
elected Chivington — much to the chaprin of
Lt Col. Samuel F. Tappan, ranking Colorado
Volunteer officer before Chivington, a major at
the time, was made colonel). This action had
significant stratepic implications. Soldiers in
the regiment no longer had to walt for orders
to be telepraphed from Washington D.C, now
orders could be issued by Evans himseld
through Chivington. The Indian strike Hrce
did not know this change had occurred, and
most likely asswmed that once telegraph
communications were cut soldiers In
Colorado would be placed inastate ofdisarray.

And so, by the end of the second week in
Angust 1864, one thousand Cheyenne,
Arapaho, Sioux, Comanche, Kiowa, and Apache
mounted warriors assembled at Point of Rocks
on Beaver Creek in Colorado Territory. From
there they planned to launch the most
horrendous massacre of American cltizens In
the history of the young mtion

The GCATHERING STORM was ready to erupt

Col. John C-hi;ingtnn
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Territory Days
May 238th through 3oth
At the Garvin Cabin Bancroft Park:

¢+ Costumed hosts will be
available for information.
Charlease Elzenga will
demonstrate old fashioned
spinning and weaving all
three days.

+ Johnnie Jackson will be
displaying his guns and
telling about their various

At the History Center:

+ An HO scale model railroad--the Colorado East
Central---will be operating in the Old Colorado
City History Center all three days. The
portable layout will fill the entire room. In the
spirit of early Colorado City, model Colorado
Midland steam locomotives will be pulling
both passenger and freight trains. There will
also be freicht and passenger trains of the
1920’s to the 1gg5o’s pulled by Santa Fe, Rio
Grande, and Union steam locomotives.

Cabin and History Center open 8:00 AM. to 4:00 PM.
Great Family Fun----FREE EVENT
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MAY PROGRAM:

"Everybody Welcome”

Saturday May 14, 2016
11:.00 AM.

Presented by Kathleen Fsmiol

What is the likelihood that the middle child of seven voungsters born to Affican American
tenant farmers in rural Oklahoma in 191 8 would become a ma jor figure in Colorado Springs and
Amercan history? Faced with the seemingly insuwmountable challenpes of her father's
accidental death, the Dust Bowl, and a family move west to Colorado Springs in 1933, Fannie
Mae Duncan defied the odds. She emerped as an entrepreneur, sucessful businesswoman, and
community activist. During the volatile Civil Rights era, Colorado Springs was peacefully
integrated as evervone clamored to see the great black entertainers of the day at Fannie Mae's
COTTON CLUE where " everybody was welcome?”

Author, Kathleen Esmiol, pave her school class a project which led to their meeting Miss
Duncanand producing a play on her life. That experience led to the author's personal fiiendship
with Fannie Mae and finally her book. Don't miss this chance to enjoy historic photographs and
hear the remarkable story of Fannie MMae Duncan which is chronicled in "African American
National Biography.”

OCCHS members fiee, others $5.00

DON'T MISS THIS SATURDAY PROGRAM. Doors open at ro:30 AM.
SEATING IS LIMITED

SPECIAL JUNE PROGRAM:

“Kansas City Monarchs”
Friday June 24
6:00 P.M.

Fresented by : Phil Dixon

Phil Dixon fiom Kansas City will present a special event program on the KANSAS CTTY
MONARL HS--a professional African-American baseball team who plaved our own Colorado
Springs African-American baseball team in 1934, Phil i5 the author of nine books on the history
of Negroes in baseball

“We will also have a short pre-presentation of
organ music plaved by one of our board
members. This 1800's pump organ is a new
donation fiom the Blakke family, Westriders
for decades.

OCCHS members fiee, others $5.00
DON'T MISS THIS SPECIAL EVENING.

Doors open at 5:30 F.M.
SEATING IS LIMITED.
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President's Report

Change has been in the air this month. Our archival crew bid goodbye to Diane Katlson
as she left for Little Rock to take on a new Job with the National Archives at the Clinton
Presidential Library. Before she left she upgraded our computer system and accession records.
This led to our new acquisition policy. We'll miss Diane, but we know she'll enjoy the
challengres of a new, larger historical facllity.

Maintenance seems to be a constant around our Old Colorado City Historical Society.
From the highest steeple to the lowest basement corner, something always needs repaired,
mended, or refurbished. For any of you who happened to drop by the Museum during the
week of April 171-16 and found it closed, we were refinishing floors. Now that you can get in
again, you'll appreciate the work done in the Bookstore and Library. The slight rise between
the Bookstore and the Museumn was leveled, the floors cleaned, sanded, and finished with at
least two coats of stain.  As you might imagine, moving the counters, bookcases, and display
Iterms was a Herculean task, handled smoothly by our Malntenance crew of Leo Knudson,
Tetry Lee, Dave Swint, and Werner Karlson with additional assistance from Board VP Don
Hansen. Terry and his wif Marilyn, our display genius, saw to the covering ofthe Museum's
cases and the additional pieces mowved from the Bookstore and Library. Leo’s son helped with
the prep work. Carolyn's son, Olin Hatch, helped out moving the furniture back into the
museum. Be sure to compliment these hard working folks: thelr diligence keeps your building
In good shape.

Another Maintenance project is the north sign. ILeo finished bullding and painting it Just
before the floor refinishing, and the frame will hold a metal sign Identifying OCCHS, our
summet and winter hours, and additional information about special events. On-hold projects
waiting for funding are the roof the outside balcony, and drainage work to eliminate the water
problems downstairs in the archives. Our Eagle Scout project, the tables and benches on the
patio, will be sanded and refinished by the scout before craft season beglins. Landscaping
around the building is currently being planned.

We always welcome help from any of you who have carpentry, plumbing, or electrical
skills or who possess a green thumb. Your assistance would be appreciated.

We'll also be looking for members to help us make Territory Days memotrable. The
Museum will once again have the popular trains running, and Bookstore volunteets can use
extra eyes and hands there. And, there are other opportunities. If you whittle, do hand iwork,
or Just like to spin tales of the Good Old Days in Colorado City, we'd like for you to sign up to
help us man the Cabin Johnny Jackson will be there with his rifle exhibit, and Charlease
Elzenga will have her spinning wheel whirring, Flan to sign up for an hour or two and sit in
the cabin oronthe porch and spread the good work about owr town's past Dressing up Is fine
but not required. Your help will make this event special.

Roberta Hardy

‘The Old Colorado City Historical Society’s Board of Directors meets regulady the
second Monday of each month at 1:00 P.M. at the
0ld Colorado City History Center, unless otherwise announced.
Interested visitors are always welcome at the Board meetings.

The next Board meeting will be May 9
at 1:00 PM. at the Old Colorado City History Center
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